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B I G  P I C T U R E Sign Language
When the Black Alumni of 
Dartmouth Association gathered 
on campus in June, members 
had more to celebrate than 
the 50th anniversary of the 
group. Alumnae from the Pi 
Theta chapter of Delta Sigma 
Theta sorority also got around 
to commemorating their 35th 
anniversary, which had been 
postponed in 2020 because of 
the pandemic. For this photo 
op, sisters representing a range 
of class years, including charter 
members Rachel Kimboko ’87 
(front row, second from left) and 
Cassandra Burns McDonald ’85 
(front row, second from right), 
flashed their sorority hand signal.
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“The deeper meaning 
of Bhopal is a belief in 
the survivor-activist 

community.”
—APOORVA DIXIT ’17
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“The old adage in 
motorsports is 

‘Win on Sunday, sell on 
Monday.’ ”

—JAMIE REIGLE ’99
PAGE 55

“There’s a Debbie 
Downer in me whom 

I suppress.”
RACHEL DRATCH ’88

PAGE 88

“I was quite prepared to 
be hauled off.”

—LEIGHTON ROGERS, 
CLASS OF 1916

PAGE 24
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  UNDER 

CONTRACT

HANOVER, NH This 4 br, 3.5 ba 
home is on a parklike 7.87+/- ac lot. 

Hardwood floors, updated kitchen & 
bathrooms, attached two car garage. First 
floor office and expansive deck. $1,490,000

HANOVER, NH Charming cape on 
over an acre in town. 4 br, 2 ba. Short 
walk to elementary & middle schools. 
Beautifully maintained. Hardwood 
floors, view. $1,100,000

HARTFORD, VT Lovely condo in 
Hemlock Ridge. Established plantings, 
private deck, 2 br, 1.5 ba. New boiler; 
laminate floors in LR/DR. $299,000

HANOVER, NH Gracious home with 
elegant living and dining rooms. Chef’s 
kitchen. First floor office. A total of 5 br, 
6 ba. Lovely level yard – perfect for 
playing or partying. $3,500,000

LYME, NH Magnificent home on 
77+/- ac with views of Killington. 
Numerous trails. 4 br, 4 ba. 
Roof deck. Hand hewn beams. 
Immaculate. $2,350,000

On The Green
Lyme, NH 03768

603-795-4816
•

Allen Street
Hanover, NH 03755

603-643-4200
•

www.marthadiebold.com

The
journey
home…

begins
here.

LYME, NH 1790 post and beam cape 
w/1st fl br suite. Wide pine floors. Huge 
fireplace in kitchen. 4 br and 3 ba. Updated 
kitchen, office, patio; generator. $1,050,000

VERSHIRE, VT Long range views:  
127.6+/- ac. 3 br, 2 ba. Sugarbush. 
Bordering a stream. 30 minutes from 
Hanover. $995,000

SOLD

LEBANON, NH Contemporary style 
condo with 2 br, 2 ba and an office. 
5 minutes from DHMC. Great location. 
Covered parking. Superb! $549,000
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readers  react
Y O U R  T U R N

Overtime
Your September/October is-
sue [“100 Greatest Athletes”] 
is a delight. The athletic tra-
dition at Dartmouth is worth 
celebrating, and you helped us 
properly celebrate. Each and 
every featured athlete is de-
serving and deserves the rec-
ognition. However, many of us 
noticed the omission of Mike 
Brown ’70. Mike was the No. 
2 diver on our freshman team, 
complementing Don McAl-
lister ’70, and the best diver in 
his class in the country. Mike, 
a two-time All-American, went 
on to win the 1-meter board at 
the NCAA championship and 
just missed making the U.S. 
Olympic team on the 10-meter 
platform.

This is not to call into ques-
tion your judgment or your 
process in selecting the top 
100. It is simply to recognize 
that Brown is the best athlete 
many of us in our era have 
ever known, at Dartmouth or 
elsewhere.

BILL RYAN ’70
Lake Lotawana, Missouri

Recognizing there are many 
candidates, here are a few 
you may have missed: Don 
McKinnon ’63, a football line-
man and first-team All-Amer-
ican who later played for the 
Boston Patriots; Nick Lowery 
’78, a football kicker with an 18-
year NFL career; and baseball 
player John “Chief ” Meyers, 
class of 1909, a Native Ameri-
can whose fame came later as 
a catcher and who won three 
National League pennants 
with the New York Giants and 
played in four World Series.

Two others, very strong 
“all-league type” athletes who 
might be noted for other rea-
sons, are Hank “The Hammer” 
Paulson ’68, a football lineman 
and later CEO of Goldman 
Sachs and secretary of the 
U.S. Department of the Trea-
sury, and Buddy Teevens ’79, 

football quarterback and now 
Dartmouth’s head coach.

BOB SANNER ’67
Palo Alto, California

How could one possibly leave 
Willie Bogan ’71 (football) and 
James Brown ’73 (basketball) 
off the list?

RICHARD JONES ’75
Charlotte, North Carolina

I have to say I am extremely dis-
appointed by this article. Given 
the sacrifice and overall achieve-
ments I earned playing squash 
while an undergraduate at Dart-
mouth, as well as those achieved 
after graduation playing profes-
sionally and for the U.S. men’s 
team, this list makes me feel 
marginalized, much like I did 
when I attended Dartmouth. 

RYAN DONEGAN ’05
Mandeville, Louisiana

You excluded Don McKinnon 
’63, an All-American football 
player who also played for the 
Boston Patriots and was an 
outstanding linebacker and 
center for the undefeated 1962 
football team. He hiked the ball 
for Bill King ’63, who made 
the list—both belong there. 
Their team was the first to go 
undefeated since 1925, and it 
would not have were it not for 
McKinnon.

BILL WELLSTEAD ’63
Osprey, Florida

I expected to find Ralph Miller 
’55 and Jake Crouthamel ’60 on 
the list.

SETH ZIMMERMAN ’60
Bellingham, Washington 

I have been around sports long 
enough to know that choosing 
any list of the “greatest” is a fool’s 
errand.  The committee has done 
good work, and one cannot quib-
ble about the fact that all those 
chosen were great athletes, but 
the superlative “best” means 
that they all are better than some 
not on the list, to the detriment 
of those not mentioned.

 Let me cite a few examples. 
First, during my Dartmouth 
years 1966-70, I was fortunate 
to see two great quarterbacks 
in Mickey Beard ’67 and Jim 
Chasey ’71. Both led teams that 
were undefeated Ivy League 
champs and both were Lam-
bert trophy winners.  Both were 
also tremendous shortstops 
on teams that went to regional 
NCAA playoffs. These were 
multi-sport talents, a gift not 
rated highly enough.

 I would be remiss not to 
put in a plug about the absence 
of anyone on the 1970 baseball 
team that went to the College 
World Series and won the 
opening game behind Chuck 
Seelbach ’70, who certainly de-
served mention with the other 
major league pitchers. Chuck 
became the closer for the Ti-
gers in 1972.  His career was cut 
short by injury, but in his only 
full year he pitched in 61 games 
with a 2.89 ERA. He was also an 
accomplished swimmer.

 To see how cruel the list 
is, there is no space for Eddie 
Jeremiah ’30, who is in the 
U.S. Hockey Hall of Fame. At 
Dartmouth he lettered twice 
in football, twice in baseball, 
and three times in hockey. He 
went on to play with the Boston 
Bruins.  He coached Dartmouth 
hockey from 1937 to 1967, and 
at one point his teams won 46 
straight games.

PETER ROGOL ’70, DMS’78
New Haven, Connecticut

Food for 
Thought
It was a joyful experience for me 
to read about Chelsey Luger ’10 
[“Earth Tones,” July/August] 
improving her own health and 
nutrition “one Collis visit at a 
time.” When I was hired to start 
the Collis Cafe in 1978, I longed 
to provide a place on campus 
where students and faculty 
could make healthy choices 
from our salad bar, homemade 
soups, and whole-grain baked 

BUT WHAT ABOUT…?
Readers have spoken! Here 
are athletes they felt should 

have been included in our list 
of Dartmouth’s 100 Greatest 
Athletes in the September/ 

October issue:

John “Chief” Meyers (above), 
class of 1909 (baseball)

Eddie Jeremiah ’30 
(ice hockey) 

Dick Durrance ’39 (skiing)

Art Young ’46 (football, 
baseball) 

Ed Leede ’49 (basketball) 

Ralph Miller ’55 (skiing)

Jake Crouthamel ’60 (football)

Don McKinnon ’63 (football)

David Smoyer ’63 (soccer, 
squash, tennis)

Mickey Beard '67 (football, 
baseball)

Hank Paulson ’68 (football)

Mike Brown ’70 (diving)

Chuck Seelbach ’70 (baseball)

Willie Bogan ’71 (football)

Jim Chasey '71 (football, 
baseball)

James Brown ’73 (basketball)

Nick Lowery ’78 (football)

Buddy Teevens ’79 (football)

Ryan Donegan ’05 (squash)

Sarah Parsons ’10 (ice hockey)

FIND MORE LETTERS ON THE 
DAM WEBSITE

LAZY BEAR LODGE ON PERKINS POND
Fully furnished turn-key four bedroom, four bath

Adirondack style home with exceptional construction and 
décor. Oversized four-car garage and handicap-accessible.

SUNAPEE, NH | $1,875,000 | MLS# 4929091
Carter Bascom | C: 603.493.8642

THE HINCKLEY HOUSE
The Hinckley House is a truly amazing offering just 20 minutes from downtown Hanover, New Hampshire, and
Dartmouth College. The estate has approximately 2.7 acres of land and has expansive front and back lawns. 

ORFORD, NH | $1,500,000 | MLS# 4873440
Pierce McLaughry Group | Evan Pierce | C: 201.401.4934

HANOVER   O:  603.643.6070  |   NEW LONDON   O:  603.526.4050
23  Offices Throughout Vermont, New Hampshire & New York.  |   Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated.

Don’t just get your  
home on the market. 
Get it the attention
it deserves.
Nothing Compares.

SPACIOUS HANOVER PROPERTY
Located only 10 minutes from downtown Hanover.

HANOVER, NH | $1,250,000
Evan Pierce | Buyer Representation | C: 201.401.4934

Heidi Ruth | Coldwell Banker Lifestyles | Seller Representation | C: 603.667.1730

QUINTESSENTIAL NEW ENGLAND PROPERTY
This expansive property has many possibilities

with over 25 acres including a barn, pond,
and indoor pool offering an ideal place for

gatherings, corporate events and weddings.
WILMOT, NH | $1,595,000 | MLS# 4926630

Anita Billado | C: 603.498.6022

Just Sold!

Explore  more  of  our
extraordinary proper t ies!

FourSeasonsSIR.com
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L E T T E R S     

goods. Teaching my student staff how to 
make omelettes, salad dressings, pastries, 
and soups, and how to grow sprouts was as 
much a part of my mission as feeding the 
campus. I still have the much-spilled-on 
copy of the Moosewood Cookbook we used 
daily. Within the first year, in our small orig-
inal location above the campus police office, 
we were serving 2,000 customers a day. 

Whenever I return to Hanover, it is de-
lightful to see Collis crowded with students 
and faculty, even though there are now 
many great eateries both on and off campus. 
I’m grateful to have played a role in creating 
a place that students would think of when 
searching for comforting and healthy food 
and even remember as a significant part of 
their Dartmouth experience.

ROBBIN DERRY ’75
Calgary, Alberta

Temporary Insanity
I have read every issue of the DAM since I 
graduated. I have never been as shocked as 
when you published the pro-Putin letter [“A 
Putin Fan,” July/August]. There are plenty 
of letters you publish that I don’t agree with, 
generally by older alums. But this was insane. 
It was also very strange that you published 
this letter in the same issue that included a 
profile on a Ukrainian student.

LISA KIRCHER ’07
Loveland, Ohio 

CORRECTION: In “Big Picture” [September/
October], No. 15 of the Cincinnati Royals—
the great Wayne Embry—was misidentified 
as the great Elgin Baylor. We regret the error.

WRITE TO US
DAM welcomes letters. The editor reserves 
the right to determine their suitability and 
edit them for accuracy and length. Letters 
must be limited to 200 words and refer to 
material published in the magazine. 

Write:  
Letters, Dartmouth Alumni Magazine, 
7 Lebanon Street, Suite 107, 
Hanover, NH 03755
Email:  DAMLetters@dartmouth.edu
Online:  dartmouthalumnimagazine.com

“I’m grateful to have 
played a role in creating 

a place that students 
think of when searching 

for comforting 
and healthy food.”

—ROBBIN DERRY ’75 

“

SHOP ONLINE FOR EVERYTHING DARTMOUTH

Dartmouth 
for the Holidays!

GREATEST SELECTION OF DARTMOUTH MERCHANDISE IN THE WORLD • ALUMNI OWNED & OPERATED • YOUR PURCHASE SUPPORTS DARTMOUTH COLLEGE

SHOP IN THE STORE 
21 SOUTH MAIN, HANOVER 
OR ORDER ONLINE

FIND US ON

For information on membership and all our other offerings, 
visit www.dartmouthclub.com  
info@dartmouthclub.com 212.986.3232
50 Vanderbilt Avenue, New York, NY 10017
@DartmouthClubNY  

DON’T FORGET
YOURSELF THIS 
HOLIDAY SEASON!
Here’s a little stocking stu� er just for 
you: the 22 magni� cent stories of � e 
Yale Club of New York City. Unwrap this 
box and you’ll � nd dining from � ne to 
pub, tranquil spaces, lively gatherings, 
worthwhile events, welcoming guest 
rooms, a world class gym and, of course, 
alumni connections old and new.

Tuck Executive Education | exec.tuck.dartmouth.edu | 603-646-2839 | tuck.exec.ed@dartmouth.edu
We hope you or a colleague will join us. Dartmouth alumni and their referrals enjoy a 10% discount. Group discounts are also available.

“Leadership and Strategic Impact was a good fit because 
I wanted to learn from others outside my industry. I 

wondered if some of the newer, cutting-edge research I 
had been hearing about would apply to what we do.”

— Rick Cardenas Tu’98, CFO of Darden Restaurants

YOU KNOW DARTMOUTH.
NOW DISCOVER TUCK.

Leadership and Strategic Impact

For high-potential executives seeking to cultivate their strategic
leadership style and maximize their organizational effectiveness

LSI.TUCK.DARTMOUTH.EDU

Advanced Management Program

For experienced executives seeking to develop an enterprise-wide
mindset and visionary approach to leadership

AMP.TUCK.DARTMOUTH.EDU

AMP&LSI Nov2020 DAM ad.indd   1AMP&LSI Nov2020 DAM ad.indd   1 5/13/20   12:29 PM5/13/20   12:29 PM



notebook  
campus 14     interview 18   history 24      personal history 26     

 
U P F R O N T▲

Jenna Myers ’23 and fellow “Croo” captains enjoyed a 
break during a busy week before the start of first-year 
trips. “We’re the largest pre-orientation student-run 
organization in the country, which is crazy,” says Myers. 
“We’d been working really hard.” About 90 percent of the 
class of 2026 participated in trips this year.

Back to Nature 
Trips return with flair. 
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Don your Dartmouth green and join us to

celebrate the impact of The Call to Lead

campaign, the farthest-reaching

global campaign in Dartmouth’s history—

all made possible by your generosity.

DARTMOUTH CALLED 
YOU ANSWERED

Coming to a city near you in 2022 

New York City
Boston
Washington, D.C.
Chicago
Bay Area

LET’S GIVE A ROUSE 
FOR YOU!

We can’t wait to thank you in person!

Learn more at  
dartgo.org/give-a-rouse-tour

22-086.1_GratitudeTourAd_DAM_NovDec2022_Final.indd   122-086.1_GratitudeTourAd_DAM_NovDec2022_Final.indd   1 9/21/22   10:18 AM9/21/22   10:18 AM
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n o t e s  f ro m  a ro u n d  t h e  g re e nC A M P U S     
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▲

“This
is a

special 
place.” 

LOOK WHO’S TALKING

 i l l u s t r a t i o n  b y  ROSS MACDONALD

How did you learn about this job? 
My first mentor in college athletics was 
Ted Leland, a former director of athlet-
ics here (1983-88). He and Bobby Clark, 
the legendary Dartmouth and Notre 
Dame soccer coach, always told me that 
if you ever get an opportunity to work 
at Dartmouth, you should. It's a special 
place.

What’s your top priority?
To listen and learn, to understand this 
place.

Do you agree with the new emphasis on 
athletes’ mental wellness?
Absolutely. Sometimes anxiety about 
shooting free throws is about the free 
throw and maybe your breathing tech-

nique. But sometimes it’s about what’s 
going on back home. That’s the reality. 
The pressures and demands that stu-
dents experience are tremendous. We 
need to play a supportive role. 

How have you addressed this in 
previous jobs? 
At Notre Dame we grew from zero 
to four licensed psychologists 
whose expertise is in working with 
elite level athletes and understand-
ing those dynamics. I’m really 

proud of that. 

That sounds similar to Dartmouth 
Peak Performance—more focus on the 
overall well-being of athletes.
Yes, and that’s a remarkable effort. 
My wife is a counseling and support 
psychologist. These are our dinner-
time conversations: How do we help 
18- to 22-year-olds be the best version 
of themselves? It’s ongoing. You never 
wake up one day and say, “Well, we’ve 
got health and wellness taken care of.”

Who is your sports hero?
Bo Jackson. Growing up in Kansas City, 
I had posters all over the walls. I had ev-
ery baseball and football card of his. One 
Sunday my dad took me to a Royals game 
and we saw him afterwards. I ran up 
and said, “Mr. Jackson, can I shake your 
hand?” And he said, “Sure, little man.” 

What’s your favorite sport to play?
Tennis. Indoors, outdoors—I think I get 
an A for effort and an F for technique.

—Sean PlottnerD
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Deadly Waters  

>

The Ledyard Bridge has seen its share of misfortune.

A  M OV I N G  E X P E R I E N C E
Parrish Abramson ’26 of New Orleans rolled into Bissell Hall 
on move-in day, August 31. “It was kind of stressful, but the 

biggest thing was the ridiculous amount of stuff my mom got 
me that I didn’t need for my dorm,” says Abramson, a walk-on 

member of the football team. “We had to figure out what 
stuff to send home.”

“What’s rush going to be 
like this year? No one can 

really say, mainly because 
now there are girls on 

campus.”  
—DREW NEWMAN ’74 
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The death of David Gallagher ’20 in August serves as a grim 
reminder: The bucolic Connecticut River can be deadly. 

Gallagher died hours after being found injured on the Hanover 
shore around 1 a.m. on Sunday, August 7. He was roughly 100 
yards south of the Ledyard Bridge. The class of 2020 had cel-
ebrated its graduation on the Green the previous day. Friends 
of Gallagher’s said a “freak accident” led to the tragedy. It’s not 
known if Gallagher had been on the bridge or swimming nearby, 
and a police investigation has thus far offered no additional 
information.

The section of the river between Hanover and Norwich, 
Vermont, has now claimed 26 known victims since 1816, accord-
ing to an informal database kept by former Hanover deputy fire 
chief Mike Hinsley. Accidental drownings account for most of 
the fatalities, and half involved College undergrads who died in 
canoeing or swimming incidents. Only one person has died after 
jumping off the Ledyard Bridge—in 1956—and it was considered 
a death by suicide.

Prior to this summer, the most recent death near the bridge 
occurred when 21-year-old Valentine Valkov, a Trinity College 
student in Hanover for the summer of 2005 to attend a Tuck 
course, drowned during his attempt to complete “The Ledyard 
Challenge.” Like most students who undertake the so-called 
challenge—a Dartmouth dare in which participants swim naked 
across the river to Norwich and then streak back to Hanover 
across the Ledyard Bridge—Valkov had been drinking alcohol.

Dartmouth Safety and Security regularly patrols the Col-
lege’s property on the waterfront north of the bridge, says direc-
tor Keiselim Montás. Lifeguards keep watch on the swimming 
docks throughout summer, and Montás says he educates new 
students about water safety during first-year orientation each 
fall. Anyone can swim from the docks—no swim test required.

Hinsley adds that rope swings on the riverbanks north and 
south of the bridge have been responsible for numerous accidents 
in recent years, but the Ledyard Bridge area has historically been 
and will likely continue to be the site of drownings. “We have 
a waterfront there, and the College has taken steps to make it 
as safe as it can be,” he says. “But a lot of it still comes down to 
individual responsibility.”                                                   

        —Svati Kirsten Narula ’13

p h o t o g r a p h  b y  ROB STRONG ’04
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“I do hope to work with her closely over the next 10 months 
or so on helping her understand Dartmouth and learn about the 

institution, because when you come in from the outside, 
there is always much to learn.”

—President Phil Hanlon ’77 on President-elect Sian Beilock
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C A M P U S  C O N F I D E N T I A L

 
GOOD THINKING

Starting this fall students, 
faculty, and staff get free 
access to Headspace, a 

popular app for mindful-
ness and meditation.

 
FELLED GIANT

A large elm tree, believed 
to be more than 100 years 
old and located near Rus-
sell Sage dorm, was taken 
down because of rot and 

Dutch elm disease.

 
FINISH LINE

Men’s cross-country coach 
Justin Wood quit—on the 
day training was to start. 
College officials provided 

no explanation.

 
EXTREMES MEET

Associate professor of 
government Sean West-
wood has launched the 

polarization research lab to 
study the nation’s growing 

political animosity. “Our 
goal is to improve the state 
of American democracy,” 

he says.  

 
GOLDEN GIRL

Women’s lacrosse head 
coach Alex Frank served as 
an assistant coach for the 
gold-medal-winning Team 
USA at the women’s world 

championships in July. 
(Amy Shohet ’23 played for 
Israel, and Michelle Yu ’21 
played for Hong Kong.)

 
AT LAST!

U.C. Berkeley journalism 
dean Geeta Anand ’89 gave 
the keynote address at the 
long-delayed class of 2020 
Commencement on campus 

in August. 

 
GOING TO POT

Engineering students are 
studying the potential for 
energy efficiency in the 

cannabis industry thanks to 
a partnership with the Sus-
tainable Cannabis Coalition.

  
SURVIVAL STORY

Film and media studies 
prof Jeffrey Ruoff wrote an 
essay for The Atlantic about 

how he survived years of 
“soul-eating depression.”

 
ENCORE, PLEASE!

Walter Cunningham, 
longtime artistic director 
of the Dartmouth Gospel 
Choir and the man behind 
the College’s 14 years of 
Dartmouth Idol contests, 

has retired.

  
JUST PUBLISHED

History professor Matthew 
Delmont’s new book, Half 

American: The Epic Story of 
African Americans Fighting 
World War II at Home and 

Abroad, arrived in October.

 
SUMMER ABROAD

Two dozen Mandela Wash-
ington fellows spent two 
weeks on campus as part 

of the annual Young African 
Leadership program held 
by the John Sloan Dickey 

Center. 

GONE TOO SOON
Deborah Nichols, the 

anthropology department’s 
first female tenured profes-

sor, died in July. 
She was 70.

BIG VISIT
President Phil Hanlon 

’77 and other higher ed 
presidents spoke with VP 
Kamala Harris and educa-
tion sec Miguel Cardona 

in early August about the 
consequences of the U.S. 
Supreme Court’s recent 

decision on abortion.

ART CRIME
Unpleasant red graffiti 

appeared on the doors of 
Sanborn Library and the 

sidewalk near Baker-Berry 
Library this summer. 

THAWSOME
Outing Club students are 
replacing the foundation 
of John Rand Cabin near 

Moosilauke Ravine Lodge. 
Frost damage forced its 

closure in 2018.

 
KNOWN UNKNOWN

Anonymous Hall, created by 
Leers Weinzapfel Associ-

ates, was named one of the 
best sustainable designs of 

2022 by Fast Company. 
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Urban gardeners who wish to attract 
uncommon birds and bees merely 
need to plant uncommon plants in 
their gardens. Environmental studies 
assistant professor Theresa Ong 
led a study—conducted in northern 
California and published in Eco-
logical Applications—that reveals 
“a cascading effect” of biodiversity 
in which rarity begets rarity. For 
example, researchers observed 
how such gardens attracted the 
American kestrel, a small falcon 
uncommon to urban areas—and a 
predator of mice, voles, and other 
garden pests. Demographics play 
a significant role in urban garden 
biodiversity: The study found that 
women and older people are most 
frequently the gardeners who plant 
unusual specimens.

The Covid Effect
Remote learning gets an F.

Students in third to eighth grade 
across the country lost as much as 
20 weeks of academic progress—
half the school year—in 2020-21, 
according to economics prof Doug 
Staiger, coauthor of a new study of 
remote and hybrid instruction. Re-
searchers investigated data from 2.1 
million students in 10,000 schools 
and found remote learning was a 
primary cause of widening achieve-
ment gaps. They also noted that 
students at high-poverty schools 
typically spent a greater number of 
weeks in remote instruction than 
others—and were the most severely 
impacted. “This is a really big chal-
lenge,” says Staiger.        

—Nancy Schoeffler

Garden Variety
Rare flora draws rare crowd.

TheCBLife.com
1.866.369.0082

Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated. 

Hanover, New Hampshire  |  $925,000
Open-concept contemporary home abutting a 
nature preserve and conserved land. Large, airy 
kitchen/living area flows nicely to the deck.
Wynne Washburn 603.252.6088  |  MLS# 4919750

Plainfield, New Hampshire  |  $825,000
Custom designed four bedroom home with spacious 
rooms, first floor primary bedroom with en-suite, and  
separate two story apartment with private entry.
Jill Harlow 802.356.3056  |  MLS# 4919572

Serving new hampshire, vermont, and western maine.

Lebanon, New Hampshire  |  $635,000
Located at Kings Grant, this home has recently been 
beautifully renovated and features a modern kitchen 
with quartz island and high end appliances.
Delia Wallace 603.443.21441  |  MLS# 4918423

Orford, New Hampshire  |  $835,000
Unique property set on 3+ acres with seasonal 
views and beautiful grounds featuring a pond and 
babbling brook. Endless opportunities.
Jeff Batchelder 603.667.5053  |  MLS# 4915217
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S ian Leah Beilock, 46, will take over 
as Dartmouth’s 19th president in 
July. The cognitive scientist has 

served as president of Barnard since 2017 
and previously worked at the University of 
Chicago for 12 years. She will be the Col-
lege’s first female president—and she’ll 
significantly lower the average age of Ivy 
League presidents. “She’s a leader with the 
aspirational vision to build our research en-
terprise, further our tradition of excellence 
in undergraduate education, and expand 
our global impact,” says Dartmouth trustee 
chair Elizabeth Cahill Lempres ’83, Th’84. 
“Sian’s election in this, our 50th year of 
coeducation, was enthusiastic and unani-
mous.” Author of two books and parent of 
an 11-year-old daughter, Beilock spoke with 
DAM via Zoom from her Barnard office in 
early September.

Why do you want to be president of Dartmouth?
It’s really an amazing institution. I don’t 
think there are many places I have seen 
that combine this real focus on the liberal 
arts with having an R1 university and re-
search with impact, and I’m drawn to that 
mission. I’m also drawn to a community 
that really cares about the institution, 
its history, and where it’s going. So I got 
excited about it.

What did you think of the reception you re-
ceived when you came to campus in July?
It was unbelievable. And it was really amaz-
ing to meet folks who’ve lived in Hanover 
for many years and been connected with 
the institution, but also, there were so many 
students there for their Sophomore Sum-
mer. To get to hear from them about why 
they chose Dartmouth and what they’re 
excited about—it’s great to be at a place 
that has academic excellence at its core. 
Everyone I talked to said something about 
having an impact and making the world a 
better place.

“Unbelievable”
That’s how president-elect Sian Beilock describes her 
recent visit to campus. Here she talks about her manage-
ment style, breaking barriers, and what she does when 
she wakes up each morning.     b y  S E A N  P L O T T N E R

What kind of a manager are you?
I like to have really strong, smart people 
around who push back on my ideas. There’s 
so much psychological research showing 
that when you get diverse opinions around 
the table and people who feel free to chal-
lenge, you get the best outcomes. Thinking 
about how to put the best team forward and 
put the best team together is something I 
take very seriously, as I have at Barnard and 
before that at the University of Chicago as 
executive vice provost. Also, in my research, 
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“I want to be a president who 
helps propel a great institution 
to even greater heights.”

I spend time trying to understand how in-
dividuals and teams perform at their best.

I also dig deep when I want to under-
stand something. I like data. I ask lots of 
people the same questions. And I know that 
asking lots of questions is my primary job 
this year, to get to know the institution and 
the community.

What did you learn about dealing with what 
could be called an institutional crisis after 
Barnard student Tessa Majors was murdered 
in 2019?
Dealing with crises is always difficult. I 
mean, it shakes a community. In the moment, 
the president’s role is to be the key commu-
nicator and to work to make sure the campus 
and the community has the information it 
needs to move forward. Even if that’s “We 
don’t know what’s going on.” The president 
also bears a real responsibility to help bring 
a community together in times of crisis [to 
demonstrate] that an institution has a big 
tent and allows for multiple views on issues. 
Oftentimes, there is an expectation that an 

LIFE OF THE MIND
Beilock, who holds a 
doctorate from Michigan 
State, has written two 
books and delivered a 
popular TED talk about 
the psychology of stress 
and how the human body 
affects thinking. “I like 
data,” she says.
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BRIDGE 
Their Future

Tuck Business Bridge is a business 
immersion program designed to prepare 
top liberal arts, science, and engineering 
students for challenging careers in 
business and beyond.

Held at the Tuck School of Business  
at Dartmouth, the Tuck Business Bridge 
Program® delivers a comprehensive 
business curriculum taught by Tuck’s 
top-ranked MBA faculty, a capstone 
team project, recruiting and one-on-one 
career guidance, to give students the 
tools they need to get an internship or 
job and succeed.

Need-based financial aid is available!

2022/23 WINTER BRIDGE 
Session 1: November 27–December 16 
Session 2: January 1–20 (virtual)

2023 SUMMER BRIDGE 
Session 1: June 11–30 
Session 2: July 5–24

bridge.tuck.dartmouth.edu

Dartmouth College  |  Hanover, NH
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institution should take a particular stand on 
an issue, on a political issue or otherwise, and 
I find that to be the antithesis of what higher 
education is about.

A really important part of how I lead 
is about bringing multiple views to bear 
on an issue and allowing for that dialogue, 
to make room for different views, even un-
popular views, because I think people get 
better, their ideas get better, their knowl-
edge gets better when they hear views that 
are different from their own.

What traits did you inherit from your parents?
To ask questions and ask for data and chal-
lenge assumptions. I grew up in a family 
where you had to give reasons and argu-
ments for why you wanted something and 
what you were going to do. My parents were 
both lawyers, so maybe that had something 
to do with it. I brought that into my research 
career: to think logically and test whether 
an idea was correct. I do that as a leader and 
an academic. I want to know why people 
have particular ideas, what the data show, 
and how we get to the best outcome.

Do you have any heroes or notable mentors?
I’d say my mom, in many ways. She really 
pushed in terms of breaking barriers as a 
woman in the law. And when I wanted to 
play on the boys’ soccer team as a third-
grader and was told I couldn’t, she showed 
me that well, yeah, actually, I could. She 
challenged it, and I got to play with my 
friends. I think she taught me that I could 
push back and really try and understand 
the situation and figure out what was best.

Did you ever think of applying to Dartmouth 
as a student?
I didn’t apply, although I was very inter-
ested in the school. I had my heart set on 
going East for college, but I stayed on the 
West Coast because my father had become 
ill, and my family and I decided it was bet-
ter for me to be closer to home. I did go to a 
sports camp many years ago at Dartmouth, 
as I was a soccer player.

You have spoken and written about wellness. 
Do you have a self-care regimen, and who takes 
care of you?
First, I really believe in this idea that it’s 
okay to have multiple selves. I’m a mom, I’m 
a friend, I’m a professor, I’m an academic, 
I’m a president. And research shows that 
when you have a bad day in one, it’s okay, 
you can fall back on others. So when I’m 

having a hard time as president, I can go 
home and hug my daughter. Or when I’m 
told I’m the worst mom ever, I can write a 
research paper. 

I run. I do yoga. I like good food. I like 
the outdoors. And I try and take the advice 
of many of my colleagues and psychologists 
and work to find moments to step back. We 
know that when you step back, that’s when 
a lot of creative ideas happen, you come up 
with insights. So even when I’m working a 
really hard day, I find those moments to step 
back, go for a walk, do something different.

What’s the first thing you do when you wake 
up in the morning?
Usually I run.

You’ve written that you are a Grateful Dead 
fan. What do you like about them?
I think it goes back to these sort of multiple 
selves—that it’s okay to have different as-
pects of who you are. I was a really serious 
student. I was a cognitive science major. 
I worked hard. But it was fun to have an 
outlet that was less scripted, and I liked 
that aspect of the Grateful Dead.

Did you ever see them?
One summer, my friends and I drove 
around up and down the coast of California 
and spent some time going to concerts and 
hanging out at the shows.

What do you do with your daughter for fun?
We play tennis. She likes to bake and I like 
to eat, so we’re a really good combination. 
We walk our dog, Rosie. She’s a Cavapoo.

Do you have a new book in the works?
I’m busy these days, but stay tuned.

Have you ever thought of running for office or 
getting involved in politics?
I really do want to have an impact on soci-
ety, and I think that happens through lead-
ing great higher education institutions. I 
think there are many ways to do that. And 
I guess never say never. 

Have you ever played beer pong?
Yes.

How do you use your social media?
I think communicating, in this day and age, 
is not as simple as sending a letter or an 
email. So the more ways you can get a point 
or story across, and the more ways you can 
get input, the better. I see social media as 

a tool to communicate, but also a tool to 
get input. And that’s what’s special about 
an academic institution: So many differ-
ent groups of people own its values. What 
students think matters, what faculty think 
matters, how the alums come in, the staff, 
that’s all really important. Social media is a 
way to bring in some of those views.

What do you think of all the excitement about 
you being Dartmouth’s first female president?
It’s a really interesting question, right? I 
mean, on one hand, you could say, “Well, 
I should just ignore that and talk about 
who I’m going to be as a president.” But 
I think my gender comes into it, and I’m 
okay with that. Again, I go back to this idea 
that different viewpoints and lived experi-
ences lead to better outcomes. So I bring a 
strong experience as a president of a liberal 
arts college, as well as being at a major re-
search university. I bring my research and 
my experience working with Fortune 500 
companies and others on how to produce 
the best outcomes. And I bring my experi-
ence juggling multiple roles as a mother and 
an academic. I think that all contributes. I 
want to be a president who helps propel a 
great institution to even greater heights.

Is it ridiculous to think that just because you are 
a woman, you will abolish the fraternity system, 
or that because you are a scientist, you’ll give 
short shrift to the humanities?
Yes. I think it is ridiculous to think that 
because I am X, I will do Y.

Barnard applications haven risen considerably 
during your tenure. Why?
My goal in leading Barnard was never to 
increase applications, but it is, I think, a 
product of telling the story of how special 
Barnard is. It’s a place that focuses on edu-
cating young women across the arts and 
sciences, and Barnard had been tradition-
ally known as having eminence in the arts 
and humanities and dance. But there was 
a story to tell there about the great work it 
had done in the sciences. I think that’s led 
more people to look at Barnard’s potential 
to provide a great education. 

Will you teach here?
I don’t plan to teach my own course right 
away. I do look forward to giving guest 
lectures in classes next year. I will also be 
moving my research lab to Dartmouth and 
look forward to interacting with students 
through my research.         
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H I S T O R Y

As the train crawled across the bleak 
landscape, passengers huddled 
inside cold, dark, dirty compart-

ments. Icicles hung from the ceiling. The 
only food? Old bread. For the refugees on 
board hoping to escape the chaos of revo-
lutionary Russia in February 1918, after 
the long reign of the tsars came crashing 
to a halt, success still seemed possible. 
But one day, during a stop near the Arc-
tic Circle, Red Guard soldiers boarded the 
train. “It did look as though the game was 
up for me,” recalled Leighton Rogers, a 
24-year-old American passenger who had 
fled Petrograd (now Saint Petersburg) a few 
days earlier without a proper permit. The 
soldiers moved methodically down the aisle. 
“I was quite prepared to be hauled off,” he 
later wrote.

How the recent college grad and newly 
minted banker with National City Bank  
of New York (precursor of Citigroup) got 
swept up in one of history’s greatest politi-
cal cataclysms and survived is the subject of 
Into Russia’s Cauldron: An American Vision, 
Undone by Steven Fisher. A former finan-
cier who worked in Russia for Citigroup, 
Fisher weaves together tsarist history, 
banking policy, and Rogers’ experiences 
as part of a sweeping 427-page narrative. 

Much of it is based on Rogers’ hand-
written journal. “Upon first learning of 
my assignment to Russia,” he wrote in a 
September 1916 entry, “anticipation of fu-
ture experiences was bright enough to dim 
reflection on the consequences. So I gave 
them little thought.” Then a naïve 22-year-
old, he had been lured by the bank’s pitch 
in search of “men of untiring energy with 
the tact of diplomats and the broad vision 
of statesmen. For young men of this type 
there opens up a career in foreign trade or in 
banking of almost unlimited possibilities.” 

His journal covers the period from Sep-
tember 1916—when the fresh-faced Rogers, 

Red Alert
When Russia erupted in 
bloody revolution, young 
banker Leighton Rogers, 
class of 1916, bolted from 
the Bolsheviks.
b y  C . J .  H U G H E S  ’ 9 2
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I don’t know exactly what it was about,” 
Rogers wrote, “nor did I care to wait and 
find out.”

The next day, February 23, 1918, he 
packed a suit, a sweater, underwear, a blan-
ket, and his journal, and filled a small bas-
ket with some bread, sausage, and pickles. 
He headed by foot to the Nicholas Railway 
Station and the midnight freight train to 
Murmansk, Russia. 

After boarding but failing to find a place 
to lie down, Rogers came upon a two-person 
sleeping compartment crammed with three 
passengers. One of them, an English engi-
neer whom Rogers had befriended earlier 
on the platform, invited him to become 
bunkmate number four for the miserable, 
eight-day journey.

His ultimate break came at another stop 
where Red Guards searched the train. As 
they neared Rogers’ compartment, a com-
motion broke out among some Russian sail-
ors, distracting the soldiers. “We’re going 
to a wedding in the next village, and we’re 
late,” yelled the sailors. “This is a republic 
now, and we’re just as good as you, or Lenin, 
or Trotsky or anyone else. And moreover, 
we’ve got no permits and you’re not taking 
us. So start the train, comrades!” 

Away they went. 
When Rogers arrived in London, on 

March 30, the enormity of his escape be-
gan to dawn on him. “To see the sun, feel 
its warmth, see the bright faces, the smiles, 
the green grass and trees is—is—well, it’s 
life,” he wrote. Following his Army service, 
he worked for the U.S. government and the 
aeronautics industry. He died at 68 in Con-
necticut in 1962.

“The guy courted death so many times, 
but he lived to tell the tale,” says Fisher, 
who got the idea for his book after spot-
ting a reference to Rogers in a 2017 history 
of the revolution. Fisher dug around a bit 
before unearthing Rogers’ journal in the 
U.S. Library of Congress, where a relative 
had tucked it for safekeeping. Its pencil-
written 112,796 words took four months 
to transcribe.

While Rogers may have been a small cog 
in Russian history, what spooked him then 
might surprise him today, given the similar-
ities: state killings, asset seizures, currency 
devaluation, even Citigroup’s retreat. “It’s a 
revelation to see history repeating itself in 
so many different contexts,” says Fisher.  

C.J. HUGHES is a frequent contributor to 
DAM.

recruited to help expand the bank’s presence 
in Russia and open a branch in Petrograd, 
embarked from New York City by ocean lin-
er—to April 1918. The journal also includes 
a short epilogue from April 1919, when the 
escapee, by then a U.S. Army first lieuten-
ant assigned to intelligence, met with U.S. 
generals and diplomats at the Paris Peace 
Conference after the end of World War I. 
Rogers described “the Russian problem” 
to them as “a scheme of world domination 
through the addition to the Soviet Union, 
as they call it, of one foreign country after 
another.” 

Rogers’ story is one of grit and bravery. 
But the young banker, who had combed-
back hair and a somber face, benefited from 
some lucky breaks. In March 1917, after Tsar 
Nicholas II gave up his throne and soldiers 
tried to put down the Bolshevik revolu-
tionaries, Rogers observed that “doors are 
smashed in and spotted with bullet holes” 
and “the sides of buildings are flecked with 
the marks of flying lead.”

Soon after the Bolsheviks ousted the 
provisional government in a November 
1917 coup, they proceeded to nationalize 
Western banks. Rogers remained calm and 
continued to attend parties, operas, and bal-
lets. But by February 1918, as the Bolsheviks 
moved to seize all foreign properties, in-

cluding the bank, anarchy reigned. For close 
to a year, mobs had been killing soldiers and 
stabbing shopkeepers, but now Red Guards 
were shooting civilians “upon the slightest 
provocation,” Rogers wrote. Bodies littered 
the streets. 

As the Russian Empire collapsed and 
World War I raged, the German army drew 
closer to Petrograd. The Bolsheviks decided 
not to fight, which disgusted Rogers. “I could 
not stay here unresisting and witness what I 
feel to be evil triumphing over what is right,” 
Rogers wrote. He decided to head for Great 
Britain, where he could enlist in the U.S. 
Army and join the effort against Germany. 
Rogers had secured the necessary visa to 
exit the country, but Russian officials would 
not provide a similar document he needed 
to leave Petrograd.

After he was summoned to talk with 
Bolshevik leaders, he decided to bolt. “No 
further invitation or warning was needed; 

“The guy courted death so many 
times, but he lived to tell the tale.”
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P E R S O N A L  H I S T O R Y

T he home of my grandfather—my 
“Baba”—stood three miles from the 
Union Carbide factory in Bhopal, 

India. To get to the factory, you’d descend a 
hill so steep that cars would often cut their 
engines and roll down. You’d pass Bhopal’s 
gorgeous central lake. Then you’d take a 
left and see the one-story brick houses of 
J.P. Nagar, a low-lying slum. The houses 
are so colorful that you might not notice 
what they face: a white brick wall with an 
orange border.

This wall is all you see of Union Car-
bide, an abandoned American pesticide 
factory. Today cows sometimes wander 
in from the nearby hills. They often end 
up dead, choked by the same poison that 
suffocated thousands of people here on 
December 2, 1984.

I took my first breath in this very air, 11 
years later, born into a family that narrowly 
escaped death that night. 

Union Carbide built its Bhopal fac-
tory in 1969 and cut corners from the start. 
Methyl isocyanate, or MIC, was a key in-
gredient in its trademark pesticide Sevin, 
but it is a highly unstable liquid that reacts 
violently with water to turn into a poison-
ous gas. Toxic to the lungs and eyes, MIC is 
500 times more poisonous than hydrogen 
cyanide. To safely store it, MIC had to be 
kept at temperatures low enough to remain a 
liquid in rust-resistant stainless steel tanks. 
But in Bhopal,  Union Carbide constructed a 
shoddy alarm system that made it difficult to 
keep track of the temperature, and it stored 
MIC in rust-prone carbon steel tanks.

On that fateful night in 1984, a worker 
accidentally sent water into a MIC tank 
that had been neglected for months. Within 
two hours, 43 metric tons of poisonous gas 
escaped. Denser than air, the invisible toxin 
sank to the ground and into the waterways. 
When the gas hit the tin-walled lean-tos of 
J.P. Nagar, thousands of its residents died 
in their sleep. Others fled on foot.

My father was 18. He was at his par-
ents’ house, located on high ground, above 

Close to Home
An alumna returns to her native country and explores 
the lingering effects of the 1984 Bhopal gas tragedy.
b y  A P O O R VA  D I X I T  ’ 1 7
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the gas cloud. Two hours before the leak, 
he had dropped my grandparents off at the 
Bhopal train station, less than a mile from 
the factory. Had the train left late, as it so 
often did, I might not be here today.

In 1989, Union Carbide reached a set-
tlement with the Indian government to pay 
$470 million in damages to Bhopalis who 
lived within a certain radius of the factory, 
including my dad. I was born three years 
after he picked up his $1,000 compensa-
tion check. We moved to the United States 
when I was 5. I did not learn of the tragedy 
until I was 12, sitting in a so-
cial studies class. It was a mere 
sentence in my textbook, after a 
paragraph on Chernobyl: “And 
the second worst industrial di-
saster in the world was Bhopal.” 

We’ll never know exactly 
how many people died in Bho-
pal, but there is no doubt it is 
the world’s deadliest industrial 
disaster. The official govern-
ment death toll from that night is 3,787. 
Dr. Ingrid Eckerman, a Swedish doctor 
who researched the tragedy extensively 
for her book The Bhopal Saga, estimates 
that the true number is closer to 8,000. 
Experts estimate as many as 10,000 Bho-
palis have died since then of complications 
from the event.

It’s incomprehensible that a disaster 
of this magnitude has received such little 
attention, even from those of us with ties 
to survivors. I grew up visiting Bhopal and 
my Baba, a retired judge, every other sum-
mer. In college, I spent a winter break there. 
Each evening, Baba’s crew of retired judges 
would congregate for chai, and that was 
when I first began hearing tales of 1984—
and the gas. Many people I knew growing 
up had a story from that winter night. They 
had survived because of Bhopal’s eco-
nomic geography. The doctors, the judges, 
the educated, and the wealthy—people I 
knew—were saved by the well-insulated 
bungalows they owned at higher elevations. 

from Union Carbide. It features strong 
women who became activists in the wake of 
the tragedy, such as Rashida Bi, a 66-year-
old woman who never learned how to read 
or write but had the hosla, or courage and 
determination, to lead 500-mile marches 
to Delhi, fight for justice in supreme court 
cases, and build a state-of-the-art special 
needs school for gas survivors’ children. 

“Can we become really, really evil?” 
asks another activist I interviewed. “The 
answer is yes. Bhopal exposes the true na-
ture of corporate business….It was a leak in 
what I would call the civilizational fantasy 
that governments are there to protect you.” 

But these activists have dedicated their 
lives to this cause. I think the deeper mean-
ing of Bhopal is a belief in the survivor-

A heavy gas, MIC hit low-lying areas 
such as J.P. Nagar hardest. I never became 
familiar with that part of the city because 
my relatives would not allow their for-
eign granddaughter to mingle downhill. 
I decided to change that. After college I 
returned to Bhopal as a Fulbright scholar 
to conduct an autoethnography—to better 
understand my experiences through the 
lens of wider cultural, political, and social 
meanings—and to live with Baba for a year. 

My overarching questions: What is the 
collective memory of the disaster, and does 

it vary by community? I spent nine months 
with survivors from a range of religions, 
classes, and castes, learning about their 
losses and their attempts to make sense of 
the tragedy. I was not the first researcher 
to come through Bhopal, and it took time 
to establish trust with different communi-
ties. I made a commitment to the survivors 
whose stories I collected that I would make 
sure the world hears them. 

I partnered with my childhood friend 
and podcast producer Molly Mulroy to 
create a seven-episode podcast called 
They Knew Which Way to Run. We spent 
five years on the project, which describes 
life in Bhopal before the gas leak and how 
everything changed. My father and other 
survivors recount that night and the morn-
ing after, when corpses lined the streets 
and leaves on the trees had turned black. 

Our narrative traces how victims had 
been “cursed by the government’s treacher-
ous laziness,” in the words of one survivor, 
and the fight to obtain just compensation 

activist community and the fundamental 
truth that, yes, humans can be evil, but we 
can also be good. No individual or institu-
tion is morally absolute. We all have some 
Union Carbide in us, and we all have a 
Rashida Bi in us. Every day, we choose.  

APOORVA DIXIT is a student at Harvard Law 
School.  

I made a commitment 
to the survivors that 
I would make sure the 
world hears them.
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“YOU NEED TO INSPIRE 
PEOPLE TO BELIEVE 

THAT THEY CAN MAKE 
AN IMPACT WITH 

THEIR DOLLARS AND 
THEIR NETWORKS AND 

THEIR VOICE AND 
THEIR CHOICES.”

a wild idea
HOW CONSERVATIONIST 
 ALI FOX ’02 IS MAKING THE GREAT PLAINS 

GREAT AGAIN

B Y  E R I K  N E S S  ’8 7
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the traditional fire danger sign unexpectedly points to “Low.”
“That arrow’s broken,” Ali Fox laughs ruefully as she sets a 

course for the PN Ranch along the Missouri River, 55 miles to 
the north. Drought arrived in the high plains of eastern Mon-
tana in early 2021, and by March of 2022 the situation was dire. 
Winter brought little snow, and instead of the greening promise 
of spring, the plains stretch brown and yellow in every direction. 
“The drought is bad, and really hard on our neighbors,” she says. 
“And hard on us for our bison herd.”

Last year local ranchers trucked in hay from as far as the Mid-
west to feed their cattle. Some sold their herds, and if the drought 
doesn’t break, more selloffs are expected. 

More signs pop up along the road: “Save the Cowboy,” they 
shout. “Stop the American Prairie Reserve.”

Fox could take it all personally. This is a hard landscape that 
challenges inhabitants from every direction. Yet, somehow, Ameri-
can Prairie (AP)—the conservation organization Fox heads—gets 
targeted as the existential threat. “This is not an anti-cowboy 
project at all,” she says of AP’s efforts. “It’s not an anti-cow proj-
ect. It’s not an anti-agriculture project.” For all the trouble this 
pushback has caused, Fox talks about it without frustration or 
rancor, instead looking to the future: “I see the opportunity to just 
continue to engage in the community and be more present and be 
more communicative, be transparent. And build relationships.”

AP’s goal is to connect 5,000 square miles of this rugged terri-
tory into a thumbnail sketch of the Great Plains, a vast ecosystem 
that once covered about one-third of the United States and har-
bored bison by the tens of millions. Just 1.5 percent of this historic 
area is protected—in the nation that invented national parks—and 
none of that land is large enough to allow it to behave like a prairie. 
Creating and preserving such a chunk is a huge task, but Fox has 
some idea of what that might look like. In the winter of 2009, still 
early in her days with AP, she was scouting locations near the 
Charles Russell National Wildlife Refuge with a film producer 
and a ranch manager. The sky was bright and blue and the prairie 
covered with snow. Then the trio saw hoof prints—lots and lots of 
hoof prints. Parking quickly, they ran up a nearby knoll and, looking 
down, saw between 600 and 800 pronghorn antelope walking two 
or three across. The line stretched nearly a mile, a scene straight 
from the journals of Lewis and Clark.

“Yes, these big migratory movements still happen out here,” 
she realized. It was more than a photo opportunity. A herd that 
large was an idea, an artifact of what was, and a promise of what 
could be again on the prairie.

A CHILD OF OUTDOORSY PARENTS, FOX GREW UP ALI 
Piper in Lower Waterford, Vermont, along the upper reaches of 
the Connecticut River. Her family spent a lot of time outside, hik-
ing and visiting parks during family vacations. She had a familiar 
Dartmouth experience, flowing from a first-year seminar on flap-
pers, feminism, and film into a history degree. During her junior 
summer, she worked at a lodge in Glacier National Park and fell in 
love—with a photographer, Jeff Fox, who is now her husband, and 
with Big Sky country. “I did not appreciate the scale of the public 
lands out here until that summer,” she recalls. “I decided that no 
matter what I did in my life, place and landscape were going to 
drive my decision making. I was going to go build my life around 

ROOM TO 
ROAM
American Prairie 
cannot grow its 
herd of approxi-
mately 800 
bison until court 
cases play out.

Driving out of Lewistown, Montana,
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BIG SKY
The Larb Hills 
gather fading 
light on 
American Praire 
land south of 
Malta, Montana.

» Public access 
includes rental 
huts for camp-
ers on parts of 
the prairie.

where I wanted to be. And where I wanted to be 
was Montana.”

After graduation Fox moved to Bozeman and 
met a classmate she hadn’t known on campus—
Sarah Myers Pingree ’02—who was working for 
AP. Ali and Jeff worked a season in the Tetons and 
later backpacked for four months through South 
America. She earned an M.B.A. at Georgetown, 
married Fox, and together they backpacked for 
three months through all 11 Western states. In 
2007 they returned to Bozeman. Ali sat down 
for an informal interview with AP founder Sean 
Gerrity, whom she’d met casually through Pin-
gree. He wasn’t looking for new employees, but he 
made room for Fox after noting her enthusiasm, 
intelligence, and tremendous curiosity. He also 
sensed a certain kind of ambition. “I know exactly R
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PLAINS 
TRUTH
Selfie heaven 
greets AP 
visitors at one 
scenic overlook 
along the Upper 
Missouri RIver 
Breaks National 
Monument 
(left).

» A rider takes 
in the cotton-
woods on the 
former PN 
Ranch, once 
the largest 
cattle ranch in 
Montana. AP 
purchased the 
land in 2016.

» A burrowing 
owl surveys its 
surroundings 
from atop a 
praire dog 
town. Plains 
biodiversity also 
includes the 
swift fox, greater 
sage-grouse, 
and endangered 
black-footed 
ferrets that 
could rebound 
thanks to AP 
efforts.

» Pronghorn 
antelope race 
along the snow-
blown prairie. 
“Big migratory 
movements still 
happen out 
here,” says Fox.
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the kind of people I want to hire,” he says. “She was one of them.” 
He hired her in 2007.

Fox had no conservation experience but knew that she wanted 
a job she found meaningful. “I live in the West because of its abun-
dance of public lands and recreational opportunities,” she says. AP 
was exploring an innovative mission on that landscape. “It’s this 
enormous legacy project.”

AP HAD EMERGED FROM YEARS OF STRATEGIZING BY 
environmentalists about how to address the unique conservation 
challenges of the Great Plains. In the early years of the country, 
settlers had plowed the prairie and removed the bison, leveling 
a vast grassland ecosystem in just a few decades. Once the bison 
were gone, populations of 24 species collapsed in the northern part 
of the region before naturalists even had the chance to observe 
them. Also gone: the vast prairie root system and its prodigious 
capacity to store carbon.

A 1999 white paper by the Nature Conservancy suggested—and 
the World Wildlife Fund concurred—buying up ranchland. The arid 
cattle ranching region of eastern Montana was high value because 
most settlers chose ranching over farming, leaving unbroken sod 
valuable for its biodiversity.

In 2001, soon after Gerrity first learned about this hidden 
grassland treasure, he adopted a prairie conservation plan auda-
cious in scale and political complexity: Stitch together 5,000 square 
miles, an area half again as large as Yellowstone National Park, by 
connecting the millions of acres in the Charles M. Russell National 

Wildlife Refuge and the Upper Missouri River 
Breaks National Monument with private land and 
state and federal grazing leases. (One square mile 
equals 640 acres.) The Indian reservations that 
bookend the area—Rocky Boy, Fort Belknap, and 
Fort Peck—would provide additional opportunity 
for conservation and connection. Biologists calcu-
lated that such a swath of land would be big enough 
for self-sustaining populations of native wildlife 
with big migration patterns. It could also support 
predators such as grizzly bears and wolves.

In 2004 Gerrity’s new nonprofit began acquir-
ing land with an initial purchase of 21,507 acres 
(less than 0.6 percent of the overall target). By 2005 
AP had pastured its first 16 bison. The year Fox 
joined the team, AP’s assets topped $10 million, 
and it collected more than $6 million in donations. 

Fox was charged with soliciting lapsed donors 
and after some trepidation embraced the assign-
ment. Raising money played to the tangible nature 
of AP’s mission. Buying a ranch or restoring a 
prairie dog town was more concrete than “preserv-
ing biodiversity” or “sequestering carbon,” even 
though it also did both of those things. “You need 
to inspire people to believe that they can make an 
impact with their dollars and their networks and 
their voice and their choices,” Fox says. 

When Gerrity began thinking about succession, he started 
bringing Fox to board meetings and she stretched her skill set fur-
ther. The board, then headed by major donor Gib Myers ’64, a ven-
ture capitalist (and Pingree’s father), was among those impressed 
by Fox. Covid emerged early in her tenure, and despite a projected 
30-percent decline in revenue, Fox smoothly cleared the hurdle. 
“She just gets things done,” Myers says. “We have to deal with the 
politics that are all around us, and Alison is wonderful at that.”

Fox became president in 2017 and, upon Gerrity’s retirement, 
CEO in 2018. As she took command, the road got rougher.

FOX PASSES THE LAST—AND SOME OF THE LARGEST—
“Save the Cowboy” signs, and the road finally descends toward the 
river and onto the PN property, acquired by AP in 2016. 

Narratives churn here, where the Judith River joins the Mis-
souri. Lewis and Clark’s expedition camped here. The first dinosaur 
bone found in North America was unearthed here. Home to mili-
tary outposts and treaty ceremonies, it was also an early gateway 
for commerce on the Missouri River. When AP purchased this 
land the Save the Cowboy campaign roared to life, piggybacking 
on lingering resistance to the 2001 designation of the national 
monument by President Bill Clinton. Signs sprouted, and hundreds 
of landowners filed deed restrictions to keep bison off their prop-
erty. Bison restoration has always been contentious, but the state 
legislature and the governor have erected further policy obstacles.

AP built two guest huts near the rivers, but Fox has a farther 
destination in mind and sets the vehicle to climb, navigating an 

THIS LAND IS 
OUR LAND
Golden hour 
arrives near 
Judith Landing 
Historic District, 
where Lewis 
and Clark’s 
Corps of 
Discovery 
camped in 1805.

undulating dirt road up a gentle valley and back to the plateau above 
the river. Driving into the property her deepening relationship 
with the prairie animates her. She pauses amid a prairie dog town. 
“They’re really entertaining,” she says. “I’ve been known to take 
a lawn chair and a glass of wine and just watch the prairie dogs.”

She talks about the quiet beauty of running on the early morn-
ing prairie, about the crazy mud known as gumbo, and the terror 
of winter driving in sudden whiteout conditions. Then there’s the 
energy and excitement of her two young sons where there’s not 
much need for recreational infrastructure such as trails. “You can 
explore like you would snorkel in the ocean, without a destina-
tion in mind,” says Fox. “Slowly, just focusing, looking down, and 
wandering.”

Fox is always game for some land snorkeling, but today she 
wants to show off the view. Hiking up through sagebrush and short-
grass prairie, she reaches the crest of a short, steep hill and stops. 
As a runner she’s not breathing hard, but the view is breathtaking. 
Far below, the green ribbon of the Missouri meanders past cliffs 
and cottonwood lowlands.

Fox never seems to lose sight of why she’s here, of her love 
for this landscape. But the vista is also a to-do list. AP now owns 
118,371 acres and controls the leasing rights on another 334,817 
state and federal acres. (Because the lease land is often surrounded 
by private lands, AP’s purchases have also unlocked 69,000 acres 
previously closed to public access.) There are too many variables 
in play to make bold pronouncements, but the general sense is AP 
is about a sixth of the way to its goal.

“How do you create a collaboratively managed public-private 
partnership,” she asks, “knowing that American Prairie will be the 
smallest landowner at a table, owning hundreds of thousands of 
acres with the BLM [U.S. Bureau of Land Management] having 
a million and a half acres and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
having a million acres? Then a state agency overseeing all of the 
wildlife management?”

Partnerships are key. Neighboring reservations share the 
overall goal of restoring bison and other ecological natives. AP 
also has allied with the National Wildlife Federation, National 
Geographic, and the research arm of the Smithsonian. It even 
has a permanent Washington, D.C., employee to help facilitate 
its relationships there.

As the collective conscience of America rises around the cli-
mate crisis, the extinction crisis, and the extent to which these are 
related, the larger value of AP may be as a model for the future. 
“Large landscape conservation has to be part of the solution,” 
says Fox. “To save species, we need to save large landscapes. To 
have clean water and air, we need to save large landscapes.”    

ERIK NESS  is a science and environmental writer. He lives in Madi-
son, Wisconsin.R
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   “ Large landscape conservation
  has to be part of the solution.”
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BY MIKE CULLITY  

ILLUSTRATION BY NIGEL BUCHANAN

LONG GAME
THE

JERONIMO ESTEVE IV ’03 
 HAS DEFEATED FORMIDABLE FOES,
BOTH ON AND OFF
THE GOLF COURSE.
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ast March, Jeronimo Esteve IV found himself com-
peting against some of the world’s best professional 
golfers, striding manicured fairways along the azure 
waters off the Dominican Republic in a PGA Tour 
tournament.

A graying soccer dad who sells cars for a living, 
the 41-year-old Orlando, Florida, resident is one of 
the country’s leading amateur golfers. He is also no 
stranger to adversity. 

Esteve’s golf journey began in his native Puerto 
Rico, continued in Miami and later at Dartmouth, 
where he played on the men’s team and served as 
a senior captain. Esteve has made competitive golf 
a successful avocation while building a career and 
raising three sons with his wife, Maritere. 

Much of that success has come since he beat 
cancer in 2011. Esteve suggests that his battle against 
Hodgkin’s lymphoma—he was diagnosed at age 29—
fostered a mindset that has fueled his achievements. 
“It really made me love golf,” he says. “Golf became 
just so intertwined with my health and my well-being 

while I was going through treatment. It took my appreciation of 
the game, and my amateur career, to the next level.” For Esteve, the 
game is now as much about camaraderie and being outside in na-
ture—and the tranquility it brings—as it is about competitiveness. 

As an amateur, Esteve does not play for prize money. He com-
petes across the country in invitational tournaments for amateurs 
25 and older—“mid-amateurs” in golf parlance—and during the 
past two years has won four of them. He has won the amateur 
championships of Puerto Rico, the Dominican Republic, and the 
Caribbean, finished in the top 10 of the Latin America Amateur 
Championship, and competed in the British Amateur and World 
Amateur Team Championships. Esteve pays his own tournament 
and travel expenses. 

His performance has earned him berths in three PGA Tour 
events—the Puerto Rico Open in 2015 and 2019 and the Corales 
Puntacana Championship in the Dominican Republic earlier this 
year. Cameo appearances on the PGA Tour are rare for any amateur, 
let alone an Ivy Leaguer who survived cancer—and whose father’s 
family fled Fidel Castro’s Cuba.

Esteve’s great-grandfather, the first Jeronimo in the family 
line, was a prosperous entrepreneur in Cuba. After the family fled, 
Esteve’s grandfather, Jeronimo II, sold a hodgepodge of merchan-
dise in Puerto Rico—items such as used jukeboxes, pool tables, ap-
pliances, and lawn mowers—and, eventually, Honda automobiles. 
Esteve’s father, Jeronimo III, who was 7 when the family left Cuba 
in 1959, grew up and later acquired a failing Toyota dealership in 
Miami. He moved his family—wife Yazmin and children Jeronimo 
IV, then 9, Yazmin, and Alexandra—to the mainland in 1990. Dur-
ing the ensuing three decades he built Headquarter Automotive, 
which today operates four Florida dealerships and ranks among 
the top 150 U.S.-operated dealership groups based on new vehicle 
sales by Automotive News. 

Esteve, the company’s vice president, appreciates what his 
family and others who left Cuba have accomplished. “They left 
with almost nothing,” he says. “I think my grandmother had $50 

L
OUT OF THE 
ROUGH
Esteve qualified 
for the 2011 U.S. 
Mid-Amateur 
when he was 
undergoing
radiation treat-
ment. In recent 
years he has 
hosted spring 
trips in Florida 
for both Dart-
mouth golf 
teams.

short in qualifying tournaments for the PGA and 
European tours. The talent he observed among 
fellow competitors convinced him that he didn’t 
have what it takes to succeed at the highest level, 
he says. He had also begun courting Maritere, a 
Tufts student he had met a few years earlier, and 
decided that he didn’t want to pursue a pro golf 
career and a potential wife at the same time. “I 
knew I couldn’t chase both,” he says. 

Esteve joined his father in the car business 
in August 2004 and married Maritere, who gave 
birth to their first son, Jeronimo V (of course), 
in 2009. Two years later, while being fitted for a 
suit for his sister’s wedding, Esteve discovered an 
abnormal growth near his clavicle. He was diag-
nosed with stage-1 Hodgkin’s lymphoma. Esteve 
moved to Houston with his family for six months 
of chemotherapy and radiation at the acclaimed 
MD Anderson Cancer Center. 

His doctor infused him with cancer-killing 
drugs via injection, rather than through a port in 
his chest, so that he could play during treatment. 
“I played a lot of golf, to be honest with you,” he 
says. “Golf was my huge stress escape.” 

Remarkably, Esteve qualified for the 2011 U.S. 
Mid-Amateur Championship while undergoing 
radiation. He played 18 holes in the morning, left 
the course to receive treatment, and returned to 
advance in a playoff. “I wasn’t that nervous in the 
playoff at all because I was like, look, none of these 
guys just got treated for cancer. This is such a 
blessing for me to even be able to do this,” he says. 

Esteve’s friend Jeremiah Daly ’04, a former 
Dartmouth teammate, considers him an inspi-
ration. “He’s been able to balance work, having 
a family, and playing golf at an incredibly high 
level,” Daly says. “He’s having a lot of success, and 
it’s awesome to watch.”

Cancer-free for 11 years, Esteve has remained 
involved with his alma mater through the Friends 
of Dartmouth Golf, an alumni group that supports 
the men’s and women’s programs. He has hosted 
the teams on multiple spring trips to Florida, 
enabling them to play at two clubs where he’s a 
member: Indian Creek near Miami and Isleworth 
outside Orlando. 

At Isleworth, home course of several PGA 
Tour pros, Esteve pairs with Birchall annually 
in a two-day invitational tournament. In 2019 
Esteve set an amateur course record with a first-
round 63. Though he’s not the most celebrated 
golfer at Isleworth, Esteve has an almost may-
oral presence at the club. “He’s just such a joy-
ful person to be around,” says Birchall. “I think 
anyone that’s around him now is just magneti-
cally drawn to his personality, because he’s 
just got such a relaxed, joyful approach.”    

MIKE CULLITY  has covered golf since 1995. He is 
writing a centennial history of New Hampshire’s 
Manchester Country Club.

GOLF 
WAS 
MY HUGE 
STRESS 
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“
that she stuffed in her bra, and that’s what they had to start off with. 
And man, they built a great business.”

Esteve’s father introduced Jeronimo IV to golf as a youngster. 
His dad befriended and arranged lessons with Juan “Chi Chi” 
Rodriguez, the colorful tour pro and first Puerto Rican inducted 
into the World Golf Hall of Fame. After moving to Miami, Esteve 
focused on other sports but gravitated back to golf in high school, 
joining the team at Belen Jesuit Preparatory School. He struggled at 
first but improved with help from his father and two instructors at 
the well-known Jim McLean Golf School at Miami’s Doral Resort. 

Although he didn’t play many elite junior tournaments, Esteve 
drew notice from legendary Dartmouth coach Bill Johnson. His 
college highlights included being part of the squad that advanced 
to the NCAA East Regional Championship in 2000 and scoring 
two holes-in-one, one of them on the 14th hole (he used an 8-iron) 
at Hanover Country Club.

As a junior, Esteve played No. 2 behind senior Lee Birchall ’02, 
who had an inkling of his teammate’s potential. “I knew when we 
were playing that he was just really, really good and hadn’t even 
scratched the surface of his talent,” Birchall says. 

After graduating, Esteve played professionally for nearly a 
year, competing on minor-league circuits in the United States and 
Latin America. He earned about $25,000 in prize money but fell 
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NOVELIST MARGARET WILKERSON SEXTON ’04 
finds her creative inspiration close to home.

POWER
The

of  STORIES     
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argaret Wilkerson Sexton remembers 
being obsessed with Fiddler on the Roof 

when she was growing up. So she was intrigued when her mother 
proposed a novel titled The Roof that transposed the musical’s 
plotline to their native New Orleans. The Tevye figure would be a 
Black woman with five marriageable daughters. Instead of facing 
pogroms and expulsion from the shtetl, her community would be 
displaced by Hurricane Katrina. “The climax,” Sexton says, “would 
be people standing on the roof with signs saying, ‘Help me.’ 

“I think that’s a brilliant idea, but I didn’t want to write about 
Katrina again because I had written about that in my first book,” 
says Sexton, who drew on the distinctive culture of New Orleans 
in her first two published novels. She now lives with her husband 
and three children in Oakland, California, and it made sense to 
set the new book closer to home. Another breakthrough was giv-
ing herself license to stray from her mother’s more literal riff on 
Fiddler’s plot and characters. 

On the Rooftop, published in September by Ecco, takes place 
in the Fillmore District of San Francisco in the 1950s. With its 
vibrant jazz scene, the Fillmore was then known as the “Harlem of 
the West.” Against the backdrop of looming urban redevelopment 
and gentrification, the novel chronicles the divergent romantic and 
career paths of three sisters in a singing group, The Salvations. One 
of the sisters, Chloe, briefly finds unexpected love with a white man. 

Like Tevye, the mother in On the Rooftop, Vivian, must come to 
terms with her daughter’s choices. Her abandonment of her own 
vocal ambitions and the energy she pours into her daughters’ show 
business careers also call to mind the musical Gypsy—a parallel 
Sexton says was entirely unintentional. “Everyone’s tugging at 
the same stories,” she says.    

Sexton has been writing since childhood. In a radio interview, 
she recalled her father applauding a poem of hers when she was 
9. “If writing is going to earn this kind of praise,” she remembers 
thinking, “that’s what I’ll do.” She completed her first novel in 
high school as an independent study project—she didn’t send it 
to publishers—and she majored in English and creative writing at 
Dartmouth. Her influences, she says, include Nobel Laureate Toni 
Morrison, Haitian American novelist Edwidge Danticat, Antiguan 
American writer Jamaica Kincaid, Brit Bennett (The Vanishing 
Half), and Tayari Jones (An American Marriage). 

“It was clear from when I first met her that this was her calling,” 
says her husband, Tom Sexton ’04, who is senior director for global 
diversity, inclusion, and belonging at LinkedIn. “I knew that what 
she really wanted to accomplish in her life was to publish novels 
and to connect with people through her art.”

no way he would date a Black girl,” she says, “so I didn’t take it 
seriously, which is why I think it worked out.” 

Tom patiently pursued her. “He was so persistent,” she says. 
“And he was very certain. I still to this day defer to him when he 
has that conviction.” 

The relationship, he says, has been “without a doubt the best 
thing that’s ever happened to me in my life. It’s just enriched my 
perspective on the world in a way that I can’t even describe. I think 
the experience of being in an interracial relationship is much 
harder on Margaret than it is on me.” 

Her family was at first skeptical, she says, afraid she would be 
hurt. But the couple moved to the Bay Area in 2006 and married 
in 2011. Family resistance crumbled.

Much later, after the 2020 murder of George Floyd, Sexton’s 
anger at racial injustice stirred, the political turning personal. She 
expressed an ambivalence about her marriage in essays such as 
“Meeting the Best Person I Know Came with a Price,” at oprah.com, 
and “Seeing the Country’s Shadows on My White Husband’s Face,” 
in the Paris Review. “At night, sleeping beside him, I feel the guilt of 
betraying my people, of betraying myself,” she wrote, describing her 
husband as “a privileged white man” who nevertheless understood 
that the country’s “toxic power dynamics…can’t help but affect our 
power dynamic at home.” 

The challenges and rewards of Sexton’s marriage have influ-
enced her work. Her novelistic canvas is interracial, with Black 
and white characters connected through friendship, family, love, 
and enmity. Whipsawed by racism and other pressures, they quar-
rel, grow estranged, sometimes reach an uneasy truce. In Sexton’s 
fiction, history is inescapable. But On the Rooftop is dedicated “To 
Thomas, for everything.”

AFTER DARTMOUTH, SEXTON SPENT A YEAR IN THE 
Dominican Republic working for a nonprofit dedicated to civil 
rights for Dominicans of Haitian descent. Tom worked for a health 
clinic a couple of hours away. There she re-experienced the colorism 
that had dogged her as a child and began a   (continued on page 86)

“Her talents were so clear even in college,” 
echoes her longtime friend Jen Levitt ’04, a high 
school English teacher and poet. Levitt says that 
Sexton’s forays into poetry have infused her prose 
with “an effortless lyricism.” 

Sexton’s previous novels—A Kind of Freedom 
(Counterpoint, 2017) and The Revisioners (Coun-
terpoint, 2019)—explore relationships between 
Blacks and whites, between women, and across 
generations through the device of shifting points 
of view. Her narratives hopscotch through time, 
tracing historical trajectories, unearthing shock-
ing racial violence, and celebrating the durability 
and value of family ties. 

“Margaret is reflected in all of the books,” says 
her husband, a former English major. “She’s tell-
ing the story of the Black American experience. 
She’s also very interested in what we get through 
our ancestors and how things pass down from 
generation to generation—how trauma can pass 
down and how strength can pass down.”

Another Dartmouth friend, Nubia Solomon 
’04, a group marketing manager at LinkedIn, 
says she recognizes Sexton’s voice, spirit, and 
subtle humor in her work. “She’s also incredibly 
conscious of the world, and how history has 
shaped us,” Solomon says. 

SEXTON’S GOAL MAY HAVE SEEMED 
unmistakable to those who knew her best. But 
her achievements—including the Black Caucus 
of the American Library Association First 
Novelist Award and the NAACP Image Award for 
Outstanding Literary Work, Fiction—materialized 
only after some detours and a return to her roots. 

On her mother’s side, Sexton says, she is partly 
of Creole descent, not unusual in New Orleans. 
Her maternal grandmother, to whom she was 
close, said her grandmother was French. Sexton’s 
father’s family lived in Baton Rouge, Louisiana. 
His grandmother, for whom Margaret is named, 
had a farm in tiny Solitude, outside St. Francisville, 
Louisiana. (Vivian in On the Rooftop has fled St. 
Francisville; Josephine, an escapee from slavery 
and a pivotal figure in The Revisioners, presides 
over a Louisiana farm.)  

Sexton’s parents split when she was a toddler, 
but she remained close to both. She lived mostly 
with her mother, a lawyer and a writer, in a Black 
middle-class neighborhood in New Orleans’ Ninth 
Ward and attended a Catholic school. Crime, the 
city’s political cliquishness, and colorism—rac-
ism’s pernicious reflection in the Black commu-
nity—were all troublesome, Sexton says. In New 
Orleans, she encountered the corrosive message 
that her dark skin made her inferior to lighter-
skinned Black people. (Her short story, “White 
Girl,” published in the Massachusetts Review in 
2017, turns that experience on its head.)  

Even after a summer in Connecticut with 
her mother and uncle, Sexton never anticipated 
a permanent move away from New Orleans. “Then 
one day I walked out of my house,” she says. “There 
was a U-Haul truck in front. We moved the day 
before school started in Connecticut. It was 
extremely disruptive.” She was 11. Sexton now 
describes that displacement as “the best thing” 
her mother could have done.

After two years, a public-school teacher urged 
Sexton’s mother to consider an independent 
school for her gifted daughter. She ended up as 
a day student at The Taft School in Watertown, 
Connecticut, where her teachers “treated me like 
I was a writer before I was one,” Sexton says. 

At Dartmouth, Sexton wrote poetry, bonded 
with friends over old Sex in the City episodes, 
joined the Black sorority Delta Sigma Theta, and 
met her future husband. They were among eight 
students on a semester-long, junior-year sojourn 
to Trinidad to study post-colonial literature. 
Suzanne H. Brown, a now-retired visiting 
assistant professor who led the trip, remembers 
Sexton’s impressive independent study project, 
which compared hip hop and calypso artists and 
featured her own original calypso.

Margaret was immediately drawn to Tom 
Sexton: “He was so funny and very social, and 
he was always telling these stories. He’s a much 
better storyteller than I am. And he just seemed 
like he had such a joyful life.” They quickly became 
friends, but she was convinced that race would 
stand in the way of romance. “I thought there was 

M BESTSELLERS
In the critically 
acclaimed author’s 
third novel, a 
mother’s dreams 
for her musical 
daughters clash 
with their own 
ambitions. 

“ 

HOME TEAM
Sexton with hus-
band Tom and 
children (from left) 
Miles, Carter, and 
Nina. She wrote 
much of her first 
book while her 
twins were napping.

BLACK AMERICAN
EXPERIENCE .”  

She’s telling the 
story of the
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pursuits
MALI OBOMSAWIN ’18  |   VICTORIA LI ’16  |   PAM (CODISPOTI) HABNER ’88  |   JAMIE REIGLE ’99

<<<<  Obomsawin 
recently wrote the 
score for We Are 
The Warriors, a 
documentary about 
removing racist mas-
cots from schools.
.
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Brand New
Sound
Composer extends her range.
“I EXIST ON THE FOLK-JAZZ CONTINUUM,” 
says Obomsawin, a bassist who defies normal 
musical boundaries. Her new sextet just released 
Sweet Tooth, her debut as a jazz composer and 
bandleader. The album features a blend of im-
provisation and traditional material that taps into 
Obomsawin’s roots as a member of the Wabanaki 
First Nation at Odanak in Quebec, Canada. In May 
she performed in the debut of the 16-member 
Julia Keefe Indigenous Big Band, which played 
Obomsawin’s “Blood Quantum.” The piece, which 
she composed for her sextet and arranged for the 
larger ensemble, ends with women chanting to the 
beat of a Native drum. Indigenous roots are often 
overlooked as an element of jazz traditions, says 
Obomsawin, who grew up in Maine and took up 
the bass in fifth grade.

The comparative lit and government major 
played in the College’s Coast Jazz Orchestra di-
rected by Taylor Ho Bynum, who now plays in her 
sextet, as does saxophonist Noah Campbell ’21. 
“What I’ve been deeply excited about is what a 
complete artist she is,” Bynum says. “She really 
challenges herself.” 

Earlier this year Obomsawin won the Inter-
national Folk Music Association’s Rising Tide 
award. She previously released three albums as 
a member of the indie-folk Lula Wiles trio on the 
Smithsonian Folkways label.  —Nancy Schoeffler
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Body and Soul
Empowered pageant contestant celebrates 
positive self-image.

i l l u s t r a t i o n  b y  R O B E RT  N E U B EC K E R

LI ALWAYS FELT SELF-CONSCIOUS ABOUT HER SIZE. 
“I grew up chubby,” she says. When a friend entered a 
beauty pageant while they were in College, Li looked up 
the application, which asked for weight, measurements, 
and photos. “There’s no way they would accept me,” she 
thought. Today, Li has embraced her curvier physique. 
This summer she competed in the Miss Chinese Chicago 
pageant, which celebrates heritage and community service 
as well as appearance and talent. Li, who finished third 
overall and won the talent award for her flute performance, 
used the platform to spread a message of positive body 
image. She hopes that young women in the audience saw 
themselves in her—“on stage, in a bikini, confident, and 
happy,” says Li—and felt empowered.

The econ major, who lives in Chicago with her hus-
band and works at L.E.K. Consulting, originally pursued 
a culinary career. She grew up in her parents’ restaurant, 
founded the food club Dartmouth Spoon, and interned at 
Momofuko restaurant in New York. Though she switched 
paths, Li started Meals for Chicago to feed essential work-
ers during the pandemic. 

Her bent for community service served Li well in the 
pageant. “It’s been really great to meet this network of 
women who want to get involved with the Chicago Asian 
American community,” she says. She is starting a podcast 
about body positivity in Asian cultures. Her first guest was 
a fellow contestant. 

Pageant founder Victoria Ng says the audience could 
see the pride the contestants take in their heritage as 
well as their looks. “It’s particularly relevant with a major 
increase in the amount of hate directed against Asian 
Americans and Pacific Islanders,” Ng says. For the next 
year, Chicago Asian Women Empowerment will work with 
the titleholders on their projects. “I look forward to con-
tinuing this work and empowering other women,” says Li. 

—Claire Callahan ’22

Even credit cards 
can be more 
inclusive, as Habner 
has demonstrated. 
>>>>

P A M  ( C O D I S P O T I )  H A B N E R  ’ 8 8

Card Smarts
Marketing whiz pays it forward.    
AS CEO OF U.S. BRANDED CARDS AND LENDING AT CITI-
group, Habner has developed noteworthy marketing ap-
proaches with credit card products. One of her recent innova-
tions is the True Name Initiative, which allows cardholders 
to use their self-identified, chosen name on a credit card. “We 
found that there were segments of the consumer world—
largely nonbinary and LGBTQ+ consumers—who did not feel 
their card reflected who they were. In some cases they were 
the recipients of negative reactions,” Habner says. “We’ve 
had more than 30,000 people take advantage of this, and it 
is impactful to their daily lives.”

“Pam’s brilliance as a marketer comes from her empathy 
for the human condition,” says Jill Avery, marketing profes-
sor at Harvard Business School. “Pam strives to understand 
her customers as people first before she considers them as 
possible consumers and, in doing so, designs solutions for 
them that address the significant needs that are currently 
arising in their lives.” Last year customers filled a thread on 
Reddit with praise of Habner and her Citi Custom Cash card, 
which won a 2022 Smart Money Award from Real Simple.

Habner’s road to financial services ran through a dual 
major program that combined mathematics with psychol-
ogy, followed by Harvard Business School. “Those behavioral 
and economic insights have served me really well in busi-
ness and marketing throughout my career,” says Habner, 
who lives in Bronxville, New York, with her husband and 
twin 10-year-old sons.                   —Chris Quirk
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“Our ambition is to 
build a tier-one sport,” 
says the CEO.
>>>> 

FORMULA E, THE FIRST MOTORSPORTS WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 
series to showcase electric vehicles, began in 2012 with a purpose: 
to address climate change. “That was a pretty radical idea,” says 
Reigle, who became CEO three years ago after working in busi-
ness operations for the Los Angeles Rams and overseeing global 
operations for Manchester United. “The world wasn’t looking for 
another car race.” 

But the idea took hold, and the series now presents races in 
cities around the world. “It is a traveling road show, or more like a 
circus,” Reigle says. Formula E builds pop-up tracks and creates a 
festival atmosphere complete with stands, hospitality suites, and 
fan zones. In January, when Formula E starts its ninth season in 
Mexico City, it will showcase Gen3 vehicles, which are lighter and 
faster than previous cars and can race at more than 200 mph. It 
also will institute a pit stop to demonstrate how quickly the cars 
can be charged. 

“The old adage in motorsports is ‘Win on Sunday, sell on Mon-
day,’ ” Reigle says, explaining why companies such as Porsche, 
Jaguar, Maserati, and Nissan use racing to help develop and market 
electric vehicles. “It demonstrates that they are not only good for 
the environment, but they’re also high-performance, they’re super-
reliable, and a great alternative to combustion engines.” Reigle 
points out that Porsche now sells more of its Taycan EVs than 
its iconic 911s. “That level of market change is pretty dramatic,” 
says the earth sciences and econ major who grew up in Canada 
and lives in Singapore with his wife and two sons.

“Give Reigle and the Formula E vision credit,” says Mike 
Pryson, motorsports editor at Autoweek. “Many thought that the 
series was little more than a sideshow when it started. It’s proven 
to have staying power. Fans and the media are anxious to see 
what’s next.”

—Nancy Schoeffler

J A M I E  R E I G L E  ’ 9 9 

Charged Up  
Electric racing takes off. 
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Your Boston to The Hamptons connection, let 
Samantha Berdinka ’01 guide you home.

Samantha Berdinka 
samantha.berdinka@compass.com
617.893.6404
Scan the QR code to learn more and to view
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Samantha’s recent transactions.

Looking to buy, sell, or rent? Keep it in the Dartmouth family. Dually licensed in 
both MA and NY, Sam is ready to assist with all of your real estate needs. 

BOSTON, MA WESTHAMPTON BEACH, NY

Rooted in Family. 
Nourished by Care. 
Enriched with Experience.

EVERYTHING
You Need.
Call Pudge today.
(802) 280-1910  

PET
FRIENDLY

What more could you ask 
for? Residents enjoy private 
apartments in a beautiful 
setting with superb 
services and amenities 
that include healthy, 
tastefully prepared meals; 
entertainment; gardens; 
and dedicated nursing 
support available 24/7.

Uniform Consumer Disclosure Available Upon Request

TerraceCommunities.com

Valley Terrace, 2820 Christian St., White River Jct., VT 05001
Physical Location: Wilder, VT, by Norwich • ValleyTerrace.net
Wheelock Terrace, 32 Buck Rd, Hanover, NH 03755
(603) 643-7290 • WheelockTerrace.com
Woodstock Terrace, 456 Woodstock Rd, Woodstock, VT 05091
(802) 457-2228 • WoodstockTerrace.com

Ski with Dartmouth Spirit

Delaine & Co. is outfi tting the Dartmouth College alpine and Nordic teams for 
the 2022-23 ski season. The custom 100% merino wool ski sweater collection 
is also available exclusively to Friends of Dartmouth Skiing and alumni. 

Visit skidelaine.com/dartmouthskidelaine.com/dartmouth

Delaine sweaters use 
domestically sourced 
Climate Benefi cial™ 
wool and are knitted 

in the US. 

Delaine is headquartered 
in New Hampshire.
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F R O M  T H E  A R C H I V E S

Flashback to 1972
In case you haven’t heard, the 
College is commemorating 50 
years of coeducation this year. 
A campus celebration of women 
takes place November 12.

.

Learn the 10 warning signs of dementia.
Are you or an aging loved one forgetting simple things 
and struggling to complete familiar tasks? Although some 
forgetfulness with age is natural, memory loss that disrupts 
daily living is not a normal part of aging. If you’re concerned 
about yourself or a loved one living alone, the memory care 
experts at The Village can help guide you.

WHEN IS IT TIME  
FOR MEMORY CARE?

101 Currier Street | White River Junction, VT 05001  
www.TheVillageAtWRJ.com        

8-22

CALL 802.295.7500 TO SCHEDULE A VISIT  
AND LEARN MORE.

1. Driving. Don’t ignore near misses, 
dents, or fender benders. Request a 
ride to assess your loved one’s current 
driving skills.

2. Appearance. Poor hygiene, like 
unwashed or uncombed hair and 
stained clothing, might mean a little 
assistance is needed.

3. Activities. Watch for loss of interest in 
favorite pastimes. Giving up things that 
were once important may be a red flag.

4. Moods. Frequent bouts of irritability, 
moodiness, depression, or fatigue are 
always symptoms worth discussing.

5. Mobility. See if your loved one is more 
unsteady when walking, has recently 
fallen, or now has difficulty with stairs.

6. Medications. Look for empty or expired 
medicine bottles, unfilled prescriptions, or 
confusion about dosages.

7. Maintenance. Sloppy housekeeping or 
a neglected yard may reveal that your 
loved one isn’t faring as well at home 
alone anymore.

8. Food. Check the fridge and cupboards 
for past-due expiration dates, moldy 
leftovers, and sour milk.

9. Finances. Unopened mail, unpaid bills, 
and overdue notices may raise concern 
about the proper management of 
financial matters.

10. Forgetfulness. Take note of forgotten 
appointments, frequent verbal repetition, 
and diminishing sense of direction.

It may be time to make a transition. The memory care team at The Village is available to 
talk through options and next steps with you.
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42 Whenever I go about the city by bus, 
I always carry a bag labeled “42s 65th 
Reunion.” On more than one occa-

sion it generates a conversation from a fellow 
passenger. Sometimes it will be someone who 
went to Dartmouth. The other day it was from a 
gentleman who said he had just been to his 50th 
at Cornell and his father had also graduated from 
Cornell. He would then ask if I had just attended 
the 65th—because the ’42 is not as evident as the 
65th. The bag is worn but carrying it makes me 
proud and I do enjoy the conversations. Some-
times they crop up in medical waiting rooms.

Exciting news: Dartmouth has elected its 
first female president! Let’s all welcome Sian 
Beilock as Dartmouth’s new and first female 
president.

I had a letter recently from Ollie deFabio’s 
son asking if the living class members remember 
him and could tell him anything about his father 
during his Dartmouth years and about Dartmouth 
then. I tell you this story so that any of you who 
may remember him can get in touch with me.

I regret having to report that Stu Finch died 
July 26, just a little shy of his 101st. I have been 
chatting with him regularly and especially as 
I begin to file each column. He will be missed.

Jon Mendes continues his daily walks—
alone—to Central Park, weather permitting. I 
have told him that I want to join him on one of 
those walks.

I just heard from Ginia Allison, who had a 
medical issue of her own that is being resolved. 
Most important, three of her children are fight-
ing cancer.

I thought I had Covid, but after four nega-
tive tests, no. But I do have a virus—during the 
pandemic, we all forgot about the common cold.

You all will be reading this at or about 
Thanksgiving. Please each of you send your news. 
Nothing is too insignificant. There are only a few 
class members left. 
—Joanna Caproni, 370 East 76 St., Apt. A 406, New 
York, NY 10021; caproni@aol.com

43 Hither and yon, happy days are here 
again! Our U.S. 8th Army was on the 
island of Mindanao in the southern 

Philippines in the waning years of World War 
II. To the best of my memory, August 15, 1945, 
when Japan surrendered, has to be one of the 
happiest days of my life. I was 25 years old. Stag-
ing for the invasion of Japan came to a stunning 
halt. D-Day Japan was scheduled for October 1, 
1945, and would involve 300,000 U.S. and Allied 
troops. (Note: D-Day Normandy on June 6, 1944, 
involved 156,000 troops.) Nisei linguists became 
go-betweens. In two days stockades were set up 
by combat engineers; the boundaries were two 
sets of barbed wire. If a prisoner wanted to escape 
it would have been easy, but where would he go? 
Every GI gave up a set of khakis and a blanket and 
we went on short rations—that happens when 
there are 13,000 extra mouths to feed and bodies 

to clothe. Among them were about a thousand 
Japanese army civilian employees and their 
families of young kids and babies. “War is over” 
leaflets were dropped by low-flying B-25 bomb-
ers; the Philippine Scouts knew exactly where 
every large Japanese camp was located. It seems 
that it was easy for the enemy to surrender. They 
had no air force or navy, no mail in months and 
months, were low on food, medical supplies, and 
ammo. We found out that the city-bred soldiers 
were quick to accept defeat. The country-bred 
soldiers, with zero contact with any Americans, 
were more gung-ho and prone to resist but they 
quickly changed their attitude and realized how 
lucky they were to surrender to American forces 
in the Philippines. There was mutual respect 
from both sides.

There were mixed emotions for several older 
Japanese businessmen. They had met and mar-
ried younger Filipino women; now had children. 
They had heard rumors of a devastated Japan—no 
economy, cities and villages in ruins. They had 
nothing to return to, and if they did return, knew 
they would be just another mouth to feed. Some 
businessmen appealed to American officials as 
they desired to remain in the Philippines. Their 
wishes were granted. Then there was another 
problem: More than 60,000 Japanese soldiers 
were still on bypassed islands in the Southwest 
Pacific. They had to be rounded up and returned 
to Japan. Lo and behold, mission accomplished.
—George Shimizu, 2140 Sepulveda Ave., Milpi-
tas, CA 95035; (408) 930-2488; marymariko@
comcast.net

48 Our class president Bud Munson is do-
ing well and handling all the details 
required by the College to sustain a 

class. Following are his comments on what’s go-
ing on at Dartmouth in Hanover. Utilizing land 
from the golf course approximately 1 mile north 
of campus, the College plans to build housing 
for 400 students, probably in three dormitories. 
This would not be suitable for freshmen, who 
need to absorb more of the college and town en-
vironment. It will require shuttle buses. Although 
Thayer Hall will continue to be fully engaged, the 
residential units will have kitchenettes available, 
which Bud says it is a trend in colleges today. The 
approximate $40-million internal renovation 
of Dartmouth Hall should be completed by your 
reading. The next major renovation in the same 
order of magnitude will be for Hopkins Center.

After 46 years as a coeducational college, 
Dartmouth has a new president, Sian Leah 
Beilock. She is a cognitive scientist with a strong 
administrative background as a provost and then 
as president of Barnard College, which is affili-
ated with Columbia University. She sounds like 
a great choice.

Alvin Everett Gilbert died July 11, 2006, in 
South Paris, Maine, we have just learned. Al 
joined the Navy and trained as a pilot during 
World War II. He studied at the University of 
North Carolina and Dartmouth (probably V- 12) 
and in 1950 graduated from the University of 
Maine, Orono. He joined the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, serving 30 years, 17 as a diplomat in 
the U.S. Foreign Service traveling and working 

throughout Latin America, Africa, and Asia. After 
retiring in 1982 he returned to his hometown of 
Danville, Maine, with his wife, Jane, and family 
of five children and became actively involved in 
the nearby Auburn community.

Donald J. Graham Jr. died October 8, 2021, in 
Seattle at the age of 98. At Dartmouth Don was 
a member of Phi Delta Alpha/Phi and received 
his A.B. in 1949. In 1952 he earned his J.D. from 
the University of Washington. He is survived by 
sons Donald III and Frederick.
—Dave Kurr, 603 Mountain Ave., Apt. 331, New 
Providence, NJ 07974; (781) 801-6716; djkurr@
verizon.net

49 Class president Ray Truncellito was 
recently honored with the Distin-
guished American Award by the Na-

tional Football Foundation Joe Yukica Chapter. 
(Yukica was a former Dartmouth football coach.) 
The award recognized Ray’s stature as a pillar of 
the Manchester, New Hampshire, community for 
his personal and philanthropic contributions to 
local organizations. Congratulations, Ray!

No news from other living classmates, so I’ll 
try a bribe: Look at ThomasNast.com, my new 
website that tells Nast’s story and displays 160 
of his cartoons with his characters identified 
and content and context explained. Any qualified 
classmate who calls or writes me with news about 
himself will receive a free copy of the 830-page, 
$75 America’s Most Influential Journalist: The 
Life, Times and Legacy of Thomas Nast (which 
has been praised by leading historians).

Thomas Ambrose McManus Jr. died on May 29 
near Little Silver, New Jersey, where he lived. 
Tom received his D.D.S. from the University of 
Pennsylvania and practiced dentistry in Red 
Bank, New Jersey, until he retired. He is survived 
by five daughters and a son.

William M. Bollenback Jr. died on May 9 at his 
home in Ajijic, Jalisco, Mexico. “Bollie” received 
his M.B.A. from Tuck in 1950 and has been an 
active supporter of Tuck ever since. He retired as 
president of a division of what is now Honeywell 
at age 55 to enjoy a casual lifestyle in Mexico. He 
is survived by his wife, Nancy, son William III ’78, 
and daughters Leslie and Ann.

Herman E. Muller Jr. died on February 10, 2019, 
in New York City, where he lived. Skip actually 
graduated from Ithaca College, where he later 
chaired the board of trustees, and received his 
M.S. from Columbia. Skip was a certified public 
accountant with multiple famous clients. As a 
hobby he regularly played bass with several jazz 
bands in Greenwich Village (N.Y.C.). He is sur-
vived by son John and daughter Evieanne.
—John Adler, 1623 Pelican Cove Road, BA123, 
Sarasota, FL 34231; (203) 622-9069; (941) 966-
2943, fax

50 Bill “Carp” Carpenter summed it all 
up with his feeling that night games 
have limited appeal for our class, 

mirrored by our prez, with only Joel Leavitt and 
your scribe planning to attend the upcoming 
night Penn game at our mini this fall, Septem-
ber 30-October 1. In this light, the touchdown 
cymbals and Dr. Seuss-style cats-in-the-green-

striped-hats may pass into obscurity. However, 
Joe Medlicott and Stephanie “Toots” Reininger are 
still planning a delightful onset to our weekend 
on Friday—stay tuned. Joe Medlicott reports 
his Piermont, New Hampshire, house is up for 
sale but he is still teaching his Osher class on 
campus—classics by Cather and Wharton. Joel 
Leavitt reports a bout with sciatica that limits his 
tennis and golf, but he and Veda DeKof will still 
be with us for the mini. Joel’s “kinder”—the star 
of which, Mathew, a master chef, catered his own 
wedding—are now all married. Prez Kirby has 
phone numbers of David and Karen Taylor, who 
have moved to Weston, Massachusetts, from their 
New Hampshire home. On a more personal note, 
I lost my 97-year-old brother, Dan ’46, in July. 
I’ve been spending time riding my bike four-plus 
miles on one of our local (marvelous) rail-trails 
that run through Concord, Massachusetts.

It’s a short column this time. Looking for 
news bits for next time: Help!

Regretfully, we note the passing of Elliot Ray-
mond Loeb, Tu’51, and Marvin R. Kohl.
—Tom “Smiley” Ruggles, 8-5 Concord Greene, Con-
cord, MA 01742; (978) 369 5879; smileytmr229@
gmail.com

51 I plan occasionally to devote this col-
umn to news of a ’51 classmate who has 
lived his life especially fully and, in his 

declining years, continues to do so. Finding joy 
in old age will be a theme in these reports. Dwight 
Allison fits that spec to a T.

An intentional approach to spending one’s 
scarce time chips—making life happen rather 
simply letting it happen—has been a key to 
Dwight’s fulfilling life of contribution. He had 
three careers after earning his Tuck School 
M.B.A. and Harvard law degree: He practiced 
law with a large Boston law firm; joined an en-
ergy firm, becoming its chairman; then moved 
to the financial services business as CEO of the 
Boston Co. Along the way he became a champion 
of community foundations, which he saw as es-
sential contributors to meeting human needs and 
improving the quality of life in major U.S. cities. 
He chaired the Boston Foundation and, later, 
the U.S. Council on Foundations, among other 
philanthropic and corporate boards.

Each move reflected an openness to taking 
risks, a commitment to meeting human needs, 
and growing clarity as he explored the central 
questions of “Who am I?” and “What is my role?”

I spoke with Dwight recently and learned 
that, in his 90s, he is still finding joy in discover-
ing new interests and challenges. He is inspired 
by the work of the Center for the Study of Life 
in the Universe. The center’s aim, and Dwight’s 
late-in-life fascination, involves “redirecting the 
current self-destructive trajectory of society to-
ward a more vibrant community that transcends 
individual, human, and geopolitical boundar-
ies.” Other goals: living together in mutually en-
hancing ways to bring forth a vibrant, flourishing 
Earth community and inspiring a new, closer 
relationship with the earth itself in a period of 
growing environmental and social crises.

I was inspired by Dwight’s lifelong and con-
tinuing exploration, contribution, and enjoyment.

I’d love to hear your stories! Give me a call.
We have learned of the deaths of Jim Conroy, 

Joe Holton, and Paula Spound (wife of Joe).
—Pete Henderson, 450 Davis St., Evanston, IL 
60201; (847) 905-0635; pandjhenderson@gmail.
com 

52 Our 70th reunion, held in Hanover 
during the extended weekend of Sep-
tember 18-20, is now in the history 

books. We had some 35 to 40 classmates and 
widows signed up for the three-day event along 
with some 30 additional spouses, partners, off-
spring, and friends—a total of about 65 people. 
This is very respectable, considering our age 
group and the impact of the pandemic on many 
of our gatherings. We’re talking in generalities 
here because the reunion took place after this 
publication went to print and our final attendee 
list might have changed. We don’t want to have to 
advise you in a future report that John Doe didn’t 
make it after all because his Packard broke down 
on Route 5 in Brattleboro, Vermont. The reunion 
agenda, planned by the College and our chair-
man, Gene Cesari, with the assistance of our class 
president, Frank Logan, was perfect for this class. 
We got caught up on Dartmouth development of 
academics and the physical plant, enjoyed learn-
ing from students about college life today, and 
hearing from our legacy football coach, Buddy 
Teevens ’79. We also did a little or a lot of remi-
niscing about our connections to each other and 
to the College, enjoyed the luxury and good food 
of the Hanover Inn, and paid our sincere respects 
to classmates who have passed on. The memorial 
service included, by the way, 28 classmates who 
attended our 65th reunion in 2017—too many 
losses. At the class meeting the new officers were 
selected and financial reports were updated. All 
of this, plus photos and other class news, is re-
ported in the class newsletter. The classes of 1947 
and 1957 joined us for this most delightful visit 
to the campus and it was a wonderfully planned 
kickoff to the fall season. Now, ever the optimist, 
on to the 75th in 2027! We are sorry, however, to 
report the loss of seven additional classmates. 
They are Kenneth R. Johnson, Kenneth G. Arico, John 
D. Flitner, John W. Collins, Edward l. Lyon, Jr., Martin 
R. Yarvis, and Richard M. Bressler. Remembrances, 
as you recall, are published in the online edition.
—William Montgomery, 11 Berrill Farms Lane, Ha-
nover, NH 03755; (603) 643-0261; wmontgod52@
aol.com

53 With thanks to Granthia Preston, who 
was kind enough to keep me up to date 
on the following, I can report that on 

Sunday, August 22, classmates and friends gath-
ered at Moosilauke Lodge to celebrate the life of 
our past president, Put Blodgett. The setting for 
the gathering could not have been more fitting, as 
Put lived a life of service to Dartmouth and to the 
forests of Vermont. He has bestowed thousands 
of acres of his own forests to Vermont as grants 
to be protected and allowed to remain natural, 
as well as being instrumental in the building of 
this beautiful new lodge, providing the lumber 
as well as his expertise. It was a time to honor 
this self-effacing, altruistic ’53 Classmate of the 

Year. It was his wish that his son, Peter, host this 
happy event. There were many loving toasts to 
Put during the cocktail hour with stories about 
his exploits. Eighty-five people were on hand for 
the lobster and steak dinner, including Gran-
thia and Harlan Fair, Cynthia and Dave Donovan, 
Dick O’Connor and his son, Helen Whyte and Ross 
McIntrye, Seth Carpenter, Marge Cooke, Marion 
Blodgett, Put’s five children, and Roger Gilmore 
’54. For the past month I have had the pleasure 
of reading some books of professor emeritus Neil 
Isaacs. He has written a passel of books addressing 
serious academic subjects as well as whimsical 
musings, from books about sports and sport fig-
ures to a study of Tolkien. Two of his books which 
I have read to date are One Thing and Another 
Stories and Other Stories and Flirtations with 
Fame. I commend both to you for some fun read-
ing. I look forward to reading another of his books, 
Innocence and Wonder: Baseball Through the Eyes 
of Bat Boys. Sadly, I end this column with condo-
lences to the families of our dear classmates who 
have departed: William Wolff, Bruce Sherman, Juraj 
L.J. Slavic, Paul Corcoran, William Teare, Eugene 
Gabianelli, Phil Parshley, and Peter Bridges.
—Mark H. Smoller, 401 Lake Shore Road, Putnam 
Valley, NY 10579; (845) 603-5066; dartmark@
gmail.com

54 Plans are going forth for the mini-
reunion in Hanover September 29 
through October 1. There is still room 

at the Hanover Inn. Have you notified Shel Woolf 
that you are going to attend?

We note the passing of George Lane, Neil Sib-
ley, Bob Rafelson, Robert D. Vock, James Love, and 
Miriam Lowell Page.
—Wayne Weil, 246 Ridge Road, Rutherford, NJ 
07070; (201) 933-4102; wayne@dartmouth 
graphics.com

55 It’s the end of a hot, dry August as we 
write this and yet you will be reading 
it as the holiday season approaches 

with thoughts of joyful family gatherings and 
celebrations in mind. Maybe even a little World 
Series memory plus the Harvard game at Home-
coming is present too. But the big story from Ha-
nover is the announcement of the 19th president 
in the Wheelock succession, Sian Beilock, Ph.D. 
President-elect Beilock, currently president of 
Barnard College, will join Dartmouth as we cel-
ebrate the 50th anniversary of coeducation and 
will be the first woman to lead Dartmouth when 
she succeeds Philip J. Hanlon ’77 on July 1, 2023. 
I wonder if she will reinstitute Convocation.

Marty Aronson and Ellen Sax traveled this 
summer to our Western states and on into the 
west coast of Canada. Marty has also authored a 
legal genre novel, Full Courtroom Press, a spicey, 
fast-paced tale about multiple challenges facing 
a young trial lawyer and Dartmouth basketball 
player. Marty had a long career as both a trial 
lawyer in Boston and adjunct faculty member at 
Boston College Law School. Traveling in August 
also were John French and Carole to Austria and 
the annual Salzburg Festival. John is chairman 
of the U.S.-based Salzburg Festival Society and 
had a lot of things to do at the festival, including 
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a reception in honor of the outgoing director, at 
which he presented her with a Simon Pearce 
bowl, and a gala benefit the society he chaired 
attended by 140 guests. 

Congratulations to John Braestrup and his 
agents team of 1955 classmates for contributions 
of 51.6 percent to the Dartmouth College Fund, an 
especially notable achievement in that only six 
other classes had a better result. Post-campaign 
John had gastroenterology surgery, his recovery 
enhanced by wife Justi reading to him Bill Barr’s 
book, One Damn Thing After Another: Memoirs 
of an Attorney General. Perhaps not a tummy 
soother, but one he recommends nonetheless.

Sadly, we report the passing of Herbert W. 
Chandler, Thomas T. “Tuck” Creamer, David Q. Moore, 
Jay R. Olson, and Barry Tolman.
—Ken Lundstrom, 1912 Marsh Road, IL Apt. 132, 
Wilmington, DE 19810; (919) 641-5219; kenlund-
strom@yahoo.com

56 Ladies and gentlemen of 1956, as we 
approach year end, it comes to mind 
how we handle the adversity that 

stalks us! A Seattle classmate, who has saved 
my life twice, grows dahlias. He occasionally falls, 
can’t get up, calls the fire department. They come 
and get him on his feet and back to work! I spoke 
with Sue and Brad Leonard in Missoula, Mon-
tana. Brad took second in the 50- and 100-meter 
sprints at the Montana Special Olympics this 
spring and qualified for the nationals. He has 
endured high water and floods and is forever 
young! July 3 I slithered out of a central Wash-
ington lake, crawling like a reptile out of my float 
tube. Four nice rainbows, seven hours kicking 
around, and my legs were shot! Couldn’t stand 
up. Didn’t our ancestors slide out from the ooze? 
Jack Tamagni sent a recent article about Tom Mar-
vel’s son, Jonathon ’82, and his new architectural 
creation—a splendid, 36-floor co-op in Brooklyn 
Heights, New York. Apple close to the tree! Pren 
Carnell checked in from the Albany, New York, 
area—family and volunteer work provide succor. 
Finally, our class poet laureate Gerry Finkle closes 
out the Year of the Poem with his awesome and 
prophetic “America the Beautiful.”

Sand castles on the beach await the tide,
The inexorable tide that does not wait,
And dreams vanish in the light of day,
And disappear into timeless time.
Pax Romana stretched across the world,
Now its ruins lie buried with its fame.
And now my beloved country slips away,
Soon to become lost in history’s space.
America the beautiful, where are you now?
Where are the alabaster cities,
Where the clear and spacious skies,
And brotherhood from sea to sea?
Was it a dream that could not be fulfilled,
An idea to make a more perfect union
That was forged, and then again, re-forged?
We are in peril of loss that’s lost forever.
And the oceans are rising.
So rest well, Joel Ash, the Lone Pine will 

never die! See you in “The Woods!”
—J.W. Crowley, 15612 SE 42nd Place, Bellevue, 
WA 98006; (425) 746-1824; crowleyjack58@
gmail.com

57 Change is in the air. Exciting news 
from Hanover: Sian Leah Beilock 
will become president of the College 

starting July 2023. Currently president of Bar-
nard, she will be our 19th president and the first 
woman elected to the position. Exciting news 
from Tom Macy in Connecticut: Michael Lasser 
will become president of the great class of 1957 
at our 65th reunion in September. Mike succeeds 
Tom and becomes our 18th president. Mention of 
reunion reminds me of the scores of classmates 
who worked under the guidance of Bruce Bernstein 
to make sure our 65th was the best ever. Much 
attention was directed to helping those with mo-
bility issues. I hope that helped you if you were 
in Hanover or that you were able to participate 
via Zoom if you were not.

I’m thinking about other changes, too, the 
differences between our class of 1957 and those 
graduating in our reunion year 65 years later. 
It’s the 50th anniversary of coeducation, and 
gender is the most obvious difference, but what 
about ethnic diversity, states we represented, 
or even countries we called home? I have asked 
the college to send data on the class of 2022 and 
promise a future column exploring the differ-
ences between now and then.

Speaking of now and then, a quick dip into 
the class news folder reveals: Chick Shaver with 
a new book, a 40-year labor of love, a daily devo-
tional containing 365 messages of encourage-
ment and inspiration, 6,000 copies sold the first 
two weeks, ordered by eight different denomina-
tions, and translated into nine languages; Gary 
Gilson’s memories of attending Columbia Gradu-
ate School of Journalism with Dick Duncan and 
Chris Wren in 1960; and Bob Copeland recalling 
days in Navy ROTC at Dartmouth and remem-
bering Ken Rakouska, Paul Hagedorn, John Liati, 
and Rod Dubois.

A final item of change: Mike’s objectives to 
rekindle the class newsletter and listserv. I check 
the listserv daily to learn what’s of interest to you 
so that I might write a more meaningful column. 
It’s potentially a mini “Great Issues” course. Join 
please! An email to Tom Macy ( jtmacy@comcast.
net) and you’re in.
—John W. Cusick, 105 Island Plantation Terrace, 
Vero Beach, FL 32963; (772)-231-1248; johnw-
cusick@aol.com

58 There’s been another resounding 
silence from the 424 of us who re-
mained as of June 30. So you won’t 

read many ’58 names below. Since these notes 
were written in late August and won’t be read 
until late October, currency is of the least im-
portance. Our mini-reunion will be past history 
and some of us will be creating plans for our 65th 
reunion that will take place September 15, 16, 17, 
2023, headquartered at the Hanover Inn. Save 
those dates if you have not already done so! For 
many the winter diaspora to warmer climes will 
have commenced and then we’ll be looking down 
the throat of the holidays. Yikes! All has not been 
quiet, however. We’ve learned recently of two 
legacy gifts to the College and they provide a les-
son for planners. One came from a classmate who 
had not been recently engaged either at the class 

or college level. He had achieved invisibility! It 
was a complete surprise of many millions, out 
of the blue. The other came from the estate of 
a familiar name who had given other gifts but 
a final distribution benefited Dartmouth again. 
Both are reminders it’s never too late to take the 
mostly simple steps to include Dartmouth in your 
estate plans. It’s easy for us to assume that old 
grunts like us have set those plans in concrete but 
sometimes that’s still only in gravel, so a shovel 
full can be easily moved from one spot to Dart-
mouth College. Do yourselves and Dartmouth a 
favor by promising to dig those estate plans out 
of their moth holes and modify your gift designa-
tions to include your alma mater or, as we have 
done, to improve a previous intent. We are always 
reminded that now may be too late when no-
tices are received from the College of classmate 
deaths: Raydon C. Hitchcock, John B. McCloskey, 
David A. Shepard. Sometimes that news travels 
very slowly. Dave died more than a year ago and 
Ray, who spent just two years at Dartmouth, died 
very early in 2022. John died in July.
—John Trimble, 99 Mooncussers Lane, Chatham, 
MA 02633; jtrim99@comcast.net

59 The November mini-reunion by Zoom 
is now in the history books, as are the 
many fall sports as we look forward 

to 2023. We are also reminded of the memories 
of the 1958-59 rugby team as brought to light 
by Will Gray’s terrific memoirs of how that club 
transformed itself from a backwoods club to a 
national and internationally recognized team. 
Those memoirs give a special credit to Dick Liesch-
ing, who brought extraordinary expertise and a 
driving passion for rugby from his hometown 
in England. While seniors Alan Gazzaniga and 
Sam Bowlby were wonderful teammates, the 
engine for this train consisted of John Hessler, Al 
Brown, Kurt Christiansen, Earl Glazier, Joe Graham, 
Al Krutsch, Dick Liesching, Mike Miller, and Will 
Gray. It was a powerhouse. They surprised Eng-
lish pundits by going 5-2 on their tour. Then they 
went up against established teams on a California 
tour. Overall, England plus California, the Dart-
mouth rugby team went 14-3, with 11 of those 14 
wins being shutouts. They had put Dartmouth on 
the rugby map. Will gives special credit to Corey 
Ford, who believed in the team and rounded up 
the resources to make the history-making tours 
possible. After graduation Will served in the U.S. 
Navy as an officer on a destroyer, which includ-
ed two tours to Asia. He then joined his family 
company, H.W. Gray, in N.Y.C. Will and spouse 
Barbara, who live in Setauket, New York, have 
three children. He has also been a volunteer coach 
of lacrosse for 42 years at his local high school. 
My thanks to John Ferries, who transcribed his 
encounter with Will Gray. An October gathering 
of classmates in San Diego brought together Kurt 
Christiansen, Mickey Cohen, Charlie MacVean, Herb 
Schoenberg, and Bob Werbel. They reminisced 
about those classmates who had lived in southern 
California: Jim Bybee, Sutton Clark, Bob Filderman, 
and Ron Kabot. Congratulations to Sam Werner 
for the recognition and receipt of the Clifford G. 
Shull Prize in Neutron Science as chronicled in 
our late summer newsletter.

Do “Stay Connected” and let me know of your 
happenings or classmate encounters.
—Charlie MacVean, 3528 Liggett Drive, San Diego, 
CA 92106-2153; (619) 508-4401; crmacvean@
msn.com 

60 Al Shaver and Ellen have spent many 
winters in a condo on the beach on 
the Isle of Palms, South Carolina, 

immediately to the south of Charleston, and are 
very familiar with the city and surrounding coun-
try. “If on the Magnolia Plantation tour, be sure 
to walk the boardwalk in the swamp garden. The 
birds will be mating and the number of different 
kinds and sizes of birds will be astonishing.” Bob 
Armknecht is looking forward to our April birth-
day party having happily spent the summer in 
Westport, Massachusetts; happily because he had 
air conditioning added to the house a few years 
back; otherwise it would have been unbearable. 
While there, he sees Don Smith and Bill Gundy and 
keeps up with a number of TriKap brothers via 
Zoom. Joe McHugh: “I suspect that I have made 
my last contribution to Class Notes now that I 
am firmly ensconced as the class curmudgeon. I 
have no more to offer, but life goes on, fortunately. 
Brenda and I belatedly celebrated our 60th anni-
versary with a huge party in Vail, Colorado—equal 
to a wedding or bar mitzvah. I had a great time 
with good friends and much booze, dining, and 
dancing. I’m delighted to be on the right side of 
the grass and vertical and am looking forward 
to our 85th in Charleston in April! Fortunately, 
Brenda has not fired me yet, but I’m down to 30-
day renewals on my contract.” John Goyette began 
his arts management career at Hopkins Center in 
1966. Dave Orr in the alumni office sent him out to 
various Dartmouth clubs to speak with dubious 
alums about the merits of coeducation. John’s re-
ward has been daughter Tracey Goyette Cote ’90 
and Catherine Goyette ’22. The College has been 
good to him. Walt Freedman and Karen may hold 
the record for grandchildren: “Our grandchil-
dren count seems fixed and robust at 16. Eleven 
are out of undergraduate school and working or 
going for advanced degrees. Two graduate next 
year. Three are sophomores at Denver University, 
Penn, and Yale.”
—Sid Goldman, 78575 Avenida Ultimo, La Quinta, 
CA 92253; (305) 849-0475; sidgoldman@gmail.
com

61 The class of ‘61 welcomes the recent 
announcement of Sian Leah Beilock, 
the current president of Barnard Col-

lege, an affiliate of Columbia University’s sev-
eral undergraduate and graduate schools, as the 
incoming new president of Dartmouth College 
beginning July 1, 2023, and wish her the best 
of success in this position. The class of ’61 also 
wants to thank current President Phil Hanlon 
for his dedicated service and efforts, many highly 
successful, to improve Dartmouth’s graduate and 
undergraduate schools during his nearly 10-year 
term. 

The class of ’61 also welcomes Mike Harrity 
as the new director of athletics and recreation at 
Dartmouth and we look forward to meeting with 
him at our upcoming fall hy-flex mini-reunion 

(both live and virtual) from September 30 to 
October 2.

On Wednesday, July 27, a celebration of life 
event was held in Haverford, Pennsylvania, for 
“Joani” Prewitt, who had been an active and valu-
able member of our class executive committee for 
many years before passing away earlier this year. 
The well-attended event was moderated by Dave 
Prewitt, her husband and another highly valuable 
member of the class executive committee. At-
tending from the class of ’61 were Mike Murphy 
and Vic Rich. Don O’Neill also expected to attend 
but had to cancel at the last minute because of 
Covid issues with Ellen.

Once again the class of ’61 achieved great-
ness! From inception in 1957, we have always 
been a small class and now much smaller. How-
ever, that has never stopped us. Our class easily 
surpassed its pre-season established revenue 
goal by more than 57 percent and its very high 
participation goal of 72 percent by nearly 1 per-
cent for the fiscal year ended June 30. Once again 
our class’ participation achievement (72.6 per-
cent) was first among all classes. As a result, the 
class of ’61 again won the John R. Mason 1915 
Award for the class with the highest non-reunion 
participation and the Class of 1979 Award for the 
class with the best post-reunion retention. These 
achievements resulted from the outstanding ef-
forts of the class of ’61 three co-head agents—Har-
ris McKee, Henry Eberhardt, and Roger McArt—and 
key members of the ’61 experienced SWAT team: 
Don O’Neill, Denny Denniston, Gerry Kaminsky, Bob 
Conn, Hop Holmberg, Zhuoman Gardner, and the 
College’s staff teammate, Amanda Addington. 
Congratulations.
—Victor S. Rich, 94 Dove Hill Drive, Manhasset, NY 
11030; (516) 446-3977; richwind13@gmail.com

62 What can one say in 300 words to do 
justice to the legendary Bob Christgau, 
essayist extraordinaire on topics mu-

sical, literary, cultural, philosophical, and politi-
cal, about whom it is said “when he speaks people 
listen”? Attracted by the opportunity to be with 
“really smart people,” Bob came to Dartmouth 
at age 16 intending to be a lawyer. One freshman 
class with his faculty advisor and mentor, John 
Hurd, in the English department, set him on the 
path to becoming a writer instead. The wealth of 
cultural offerings on campus, supplemented by 
frequent cultural immersion in his native New 
York City, provided the burgeoning essayist with 
content and direction. 

Following graduation, after a few short-lived 
jobs, Bob joined The Village Voice in 1974, be-
coming chief music critic and senior editor, an 
association lasting for more than three decades. 
Initially covering jazz, he soon migrated to rock 
’n’ roll. Aided by a press room manned by hip 
young colleagues, he fashioned the vocation of 
rock and mass-culture critic, figuring it out as 
he went along, eventually styling himself as the 
dean of the profession. 

What cannot fail to impress about Bob’s sto-
ried career is the sheer volume of his output (see 
www.robertchristgau.com), encompassing nine 
books, countless reviews, and essays, written 
in what has been described as a “concentrated, 
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fragmented prose style featuring layered clauses, 
caustic wit, one-liner jokes, political digressions, 
and allusions ranging from common knowledge 
to the esoteric.” His work displays a mind-
numbing encyclopedic knowledge of popular 
music and, as he puts it, “literary fiction, Marxist-
adjacent cultural commentary, feminist debates 
over pornography, and even books about the past 
decade’s financial crisis,” featured not only in The 
Village Voice but also in a wide assortment of 
popular culture magazines. He generously cred-
its his success to the contribution of teachers, 
mentors, associates, and especially his wife of 48 
years, author and essayist, Carola Dibbell. Now, 
at the age of 80, Bob found another outlet for his 
prodigious mass-cultural energies in a subscrip-
tion blog (https://robertchristgau.substack.com).

I regret to report the death of Douglas C. An-
derson of Washington, D.C., on April 18; Charles 
Failmezger of New York City in February; Robert 
T. Osteen of Cambridge, Massachusetts, on July 
14; and Dennis M. Stewart of Saginaw, Michigan, 
on July 18.
—David L. Smith, RR4 Box 225B4, Galveston, TX 
77554; (775) 870-2354; david@davidlsmith.com

63 In summer 1978, 36-year-old Mu-
hammad Ali was recruited by Ford 
Motorcraft, the auto parts maker, to 

film a commercial in Alaska. Ali was fresh from 
a disappointing loss to Leon Spinks; Ford was 
trying to jumpstart a struggling division. In the 
middle was Peter Israelson, writer, director, cin-
ematographer, who was running the Ford film 
crew. Ali’s antics and the zany, affectionate back-
story of two weeks of filming and interactions 
with Peter, fellow actors, and everyday Alaskans 
provided content for the witty, moving narrative 
at a Zoom presentation produced by Ed Mazer and 
attended by an estimated 100-plus classmates, 
spouses, and guests, including Rich Danziger, Al 
Palmer, Richard Klein, Gary Silver, Frank Jerabek, 
Jonathan Bates, Richard Booma, John Howland, Su-
san Vicinelli (widow of Gae Vicinelli), and Bill King, 
who commented on apparent lessons learned by 
Ali at the shoot—the Saswatch Shuffle, Saswatch 
Sucker Punch and Klondike Kick that may have 
been used in Ali’s comeback victory over Spinks. 

Zoom attendee Fred Jarrett retired six years 
ago from vascular surgery but still practices med-
icine in an online counseling and drug treatment 
program. He and Esther moved from Pittsburgh 
to Sarasota, Florida. Fred is past president and 
ongoing participant in a mentoring program for 
surgical residents and medical students. His 
memoir To Fruit Street and Beyond: The Mas-
sachusetts General Hospital Surgical Residency 
was published by Archway in 2017. Last June 
the couple celebrated its 50th anniversary with 
children James ’97, Julia (Princeton ’01), and 
Andrew (Princeton ’03) and grandchildren. 

Earlier in May another Zoom attendee, Char-
lie Logan, with wife Claire hosted Psi U brothers 
and spouses Dave and Michelle Halsted, John and 
Althea Hicks, Sam and Deamie Cabot, Wick and 
Liz Warrick, and Chris and Anne Wideenmayer at 
the historic Biltmore Estate in Asheville, North 
Carolina. Mike and Gloria Rie of White Plains, 
New York, embarked on a Burgundy, France, river 

barge cruise with views of chateaux and vine-
yards and capped with canapes and champagne. 

I regret to report the passing of Richard Da-
vison, Eric Hansen, and Jim McKeon. Obituaries by 
Tige Harris appear online in this magazine. 
—Harry Zlokower, 190 Amity St., Brooklyn, NY 
11201; (917) 541-8162; harry@zlokower.com

64 Our Zoom session of August 17 
brought together some 23 stalwarts 
to talk about travels both in the past 

and upcoming. A surprisingly large number of 
classmates mentioned mountain climbing— from 
New England (Hunt Whitacre to name but one) to 
Africa and Asia (Tim Brooks who did a 20,000-foot 
climb in Nepal). Howard Soroos told us about the 
six solar eclipses he has observed on his travels, 
Lou Goodman about traveling in China. Chuck 
Marsh told us about his December 2018 trip to 
Antarctica (“Yes, it is cold, but the adventure is 
well worth it”). Don Mutterperl tied in his travel-
ing with ski trips in the good old USA, where he 
unsurprisingly encountered other Dartmouth 
classmates. Ben Koehler mentioned traveling to 
New Zealand. Dave Hope talked about his one-
way circumnavigation of the world on Delta Air-
lines as well as three trips to Vietnam during his 
service there. Steve Thompson told us about his 
three-month tour of Europe and that reminded 
others during this session of similar exploits after 
our Dartmouth careers, including Lee Chilcote, 
who briefly reprised his several travels in Europe 
through the decades. Hunt Whitacre added that 
trips to the various presidential libraries across 
the country are worth making. As to future trav-
els, Gus Buchtel showed us some pictures of a 
13,000-foot peak in the Wind River Mountain 
range in Wyoming that his father climbed in the 
early 1930s and that Gus is planning to climb 
later this year. (Good luck, Gus, and be safe!) No 
doubt most of us will be traveling in the future, 
health and physical limitations notwithstanding. 
Also see our classmates’ more detailed postings 
on our class of 1964 Facebook page, including a 
recording of the most recent 60-minute Zoom 
session conducted by your class secretaries. We 
also need to mention the latest newsletter from 
Tom Seymour that provides much more detail on 
activities of classmates that we only mention 
here. Lastly, let’s keep going with our project to 
aid Ukrainian refugees in Romania. Funds given 
to Maria, Andi, and Larry Laster total more than 
$30,000 as of this writing. The easy-to-use link 
for monetary contributions is www.paypal.com/
paypalme/RCCAMENA. It is as simple as that, 
and our funds go securely via PayPal directly to 
the Rotary Club in Piatra Neamt. Best regards.
—Ray Neff, 3685 Fairway Dr., Norton Shores, MI 
49441-7016; (616) 551-8595; rkneff@gmail.com; 
Robert C. Goodman Jr., Kaufman & Canoles, P.C., 
2101 Parks Ave., Suite 700, Virginia Beach, VA 
23451; (757) 624-3238; rcgoodman@kaufcan.com

65 This summer your class executive 
committee held its annual (in non-
Covid times) meeting at Bill Webster’s 

home in Old Saybrook, Connecticut. Present in 
person were Mike Gonnerman, VP; George Wit-
treich, treasurer; Bill Webster, host; Jim Ramsey; 

Dick Avery; and Jim Griffiths. Present virtually were 
Don Bradley, president; Joel Sternman, head agent; 
John Rogers, newsletter; Hank Amon, Bartlett 
Tower Society; Roger Hansen, reunion chair; Carl 
Boe; Bob Ernst; Pete Frederick; John McGeachie; Ken 
McGruther; and John Silbert. 

George Wittreich reported a healthy class 
treasury, with a balance of $109,903. John Rog-
ers plans to revert to a snail mail newsletter for 
the next mailing; if you haven’t already please 
return your Green Cards to John. I (Bob Mur-
phy) noted that a cumulative total of more than 
500 classmates have now attended our monthly 
breakfasts in various locations. Keep an eye out 
for news from Mike Gonnerman on the 2023 
winter trip, including a stay in the Class of 1965 
Cabin. Finally, Roger Hansen has agreed to chair 
our 60th reunion, not that far away in 2025.

Speaking of Bill Webster, he often hosts 
members of the Ledyard Canoe Club as they 
complete their annual five-day voyage down the 
Connecticut River. This year had an additional 
class of ’65 connection as Rich Beams’ grand-
daughter, Amy Wiseman ’22, led the trip as out-
going president of the club. Amy reported: “This 
year we had 19 people take part. We averaged 30 
miles per day from May 8 to May 14, including six 
portages. We were lucky enough to meet up with 
the Dartmouth Club of the Pioneer Valley [Mas-
sachusetts] and Hartford [Connecticut] for meals 
along the river and ended with a party hosted in 
Old Saybrook, where I met Bill Webster!” Grampa 
Rich says there are new traditions from his trip 
in the spring of 1962; for instance, participants 
now paddle naked through Hartford. The group 
was entertained at trip end by the Dartmouth 
Club of Hartford, which, Rich says, “provided 
lots of local, attractive young women to join us 
for our final dinner celebration.”  

I regret to report the loss of Bruce Jolly, Bill 
Duschatko, Peter Morrissette, Jay Johnston, and 
Charlie Dolbert. See www.biggreen65.com for 
further details.
—Bob Murphy, 7 Willow Spring Lane, Hanover, NH 
03755, (603) 643-5589, murph65nh@comcast.net

66 Sadly, Terry Lowd passed away on July 
29. “Terry was not only one of our fin-
est class leaders,” wrote current class 

president John Rollins, “but also a good friend who 
was always available to lend a hand.” For 50 years 
Terry served on class committees or tackled im-
portant jobs, including class president and agent 
and Alumni Council rep. He will be sorely missed.

I continue to share responses from class-
mates about what they are most thankful for. 
Mark Budnitz, professor of law emeritus at Georgia 
State University, is thankful for his wife, Paula, 
“who will always be my high school sweetheart”; 
children Dan, Judy, and Jessica; his dad, a class 
of 1922 “who did not pressure me to go to Dart-
mouth”; his “rewarding jobs my entire legal ca-
reer”; and “to be still in frequent contact with 
some of my best friends from Dartmouth.”

“I bet every one of us has come to appreci-
ate the many blessings and good luck that we 
have enjoyed through the years,” writes Dr. Jeff 
Brown, a geriatric medicine specialist in Menlo 
Park, California. “As our Class Notes draw toward 

the beginning of the section month by month, 
remember, ‘Aging is fine, but it comes at such an 
inconvenient time.’ ” Jeff is also a talented and 
prolific artist. Check out his work at jeffcontem-
poraryoils.com.

“I’m most thankful for my family, my health, 
and my good fortune to have attended Dartmouth 
and been born in this great country,” writes 38-
year and 13-country Foreign Service veteran 
Jim Cason from Coral Gables, Florida, where he 
recently served as a three-term mayor before 
“really retiring.” For Jim that means helping the 
American Flood Coalition educate municipali-
ties about the threat of sea-level rise and spend-
ing more time with Carmen (50th anniversary 
this past September!) and his six grandchildren.

Read worthy classmate books: Bob Carter’s 
history of the world through Dartmouth eyes is 
available at TheWheelerDealers.com. Tom Brady 
used the Covid lockdown to write three books 
about his entrepreneurial engineering career, 
at BookBaby.com.

Our sympathies to the family and friends 
of Rich Morrissey, a renaissance man who passed 
away in Montana in June.
—Larry Geiger, 93 Greenridge Ave., White Plains, 
NY 10605; (914) 860-4945; lgeiger@aol.com

67 With the approach of our 55th reunion 
in September and reflecting on events 
since 1963, I asked for a seven-word 

response to the question, “What’s next on your 
journey?” Ted Haynes wrote, “Swim, write, love—
as long as possible.” This summer he published 
the fourth in his Northwest Murder Mystery 
series, this one set amid the Pole Pedal Paddle 
Race (downhill and cross-country skiing, bicy-
cling, a five-mile run, kayaking, and a sprint to 
the end). Ted became the first to add murder to 
the events. Another author, Tom Maremaa, says 
the next steps in his journey include “two new 
novels coming out in October.” Look on Ama-
zon. Tim Armstrong provided an aspiration (and 
an admonition): “Take the high road—onward 
and upward!” John Isaacs said, “Continued happy 
marriage, vigorous tennis, stimulating politics.” 
He also added a seven-word allusion to Mark 
Twain, “Writing shorter is harder than writing 
longer.” For Dean Ericson the next steps in his 
journey include the challenge of “aging gracefully, 
respected, loving, and dying peacefully.” Chris 
Smith adds, “Aging gracefully, anticipations aside, 
continuing to learn.” The question caught Bill 
Eggling by surprise: “Wait, there’s more?!” Steve 
Landa plans to “stay healthy and stay engaged.” 
Tad Campion says, “Hiking, biking, beach, N.Y.C., 
grandkids, grenache.” Tad said he might have 
added Paris, Portugal, or pinot noir as the seventh 
word but wanted to save the extra as his wild 
card. Warren Cook will hit the road, “October Gold 
Wing ride, Maine to Arizona,” while Joe Alviani 
continues, “Searching for that new less-traveled 
road.” Jonathan Dana plans on experiencing “more 
of some things, less of others.” Ellis Regenbogen 
says one thing he’s learned is that getting his 
priorities truly right is really important, and so 
he plans “continued healthy years with family 
and friends.” Owen Leach found that while this 
question was a tad unpleasant with the painful 

acceptance that time is not his friend, his plan 
will involve “making the most of every day.” As 
for me, I concur with Owen and will continue 
to squeeze the most out of each and every day 
I have left.
—Larry Langford, P.O. Box 71, Buckland, MA 01339; 
1967damnotes@gmail.com

68 If I begin by informing you that I re-
cently found the Hanover Inn fully 
booked 10 months in advance for the 

third week of June 2023—you should conclude 
that your 55th reunion planning needs to start 
immediately. The dates are June 12-15. Key 
organizers have been named: John Engelman is 
chair, Norm Silverman is treasurer, and Dan Hedges 
and Linc Eldredge are committee members. Your 
organizational assistance is eagerly solicited. 
Write to john.engelman.68@gmail.com to enlist 
and propose activities. Early suggestions include 
a book discussion, a memorial service, a class 
meeting to include officer elections, tours of new 
buildings, a “Give A Rouse” awards dinner, an 
address by President Beilock, a performance by 
the very rockin’ Peter Wonson’s Better Days Band, 
special-interest presentations, projections about 
the College’s future, and much more.  

In the more immediate future, we’ll have a 
Homecoming mini-reunion in Hanover on Satur-
day, October 29 that will include a class meeting, 
pregame tailgating, football vs. Harvard, and a 
class dinner. To quote Bon Jovi’s reply to Thomas 
Wolfe, “Who says you can’t go home?”

Much of the time of your class representa-
tives has been occupied lately with merging the 
elements of a substantial treasury, the passing of 
time, our already actively demonstrated interest 
in supporting the arts, and our dedication to the 
College’s presence in creative undertakings. We 
have responded with the formation of the Class of 
1968 Arts Legacy Committee. This entity, along 
with its budget committee, will allot a significant 
percentage of class funds annually for 15 years 
to underwriting works in the fine and visual arts, 
music, performance arts, education, and other 
related fields to be placed or staged at or pub-
licly related to Dartmouth and its arts facilities 
and organizations. The nine original members 
of the committee are Roger A. Anderson, Dave 
Gang, Cedric Kam, Don Marcus, Mark Waterhouse, 
Ron Weiss, Eric Hatch, Peter Werner, and myself, 
with David Peck and Jim Lawrie serving ex officio. 
More members will be added later. Again, your 
participation and suggestions for projects to be 
supported or acquired for donation, personal 
donations, and leads to outside sources of funding 
are most welcome. We’re very excited about this 
beginning and there’s much still to be arranged 
and decided, so we hope you’ll participate in de-
veloping this activity by attending class meetings 
and reunions and by reading more details in The 
Transmission. 

Correspondence from Canada: Classmate 
Glenn Cranker started out with us back in 1964 in 
premed, switched to prelaw, and rather quickly 
found his place practicing international law for 
40 years with a large firm in Montreal. He’s re-
tired now, and he wrote from his 150-year-old 
farmhouse in Knowlton, Quebec, which serves 

him as a convenient base for gardening, cross-
country skiing, kayaking, and hiking. Lockdown? 
What lockdown?

Now a nod for editorial consultation goes to 
Gerry Bell, whose latest novel under the pseud-
onym Adah Armstrong is an entertaining detec-
tive whodunit titled Return the Favor. Get it now 
on Amazon. 
—Jack Hopke, 157 Joy St., River Ridge, LA 70123; 
(504) 388-2645; jackhopke@yahoo.com

69 Months of isolation and pandemic 
anxiety brought unexpected benefits 
and discoveries for the class of 1969. 

We made the most of Zoom technology. In ad-
dition to play readings, weekly 12-step meet-
ings, “Casual Conversations” with distinguished 
speakers, poetry jams, Saturday nights at the 
movies, and class meetings, we also continue to 
gather for our monthly class of ’69 virtual social 
hour. Jim Staros pitches the social hour as our 
no-formal-agenda opportunity for discussions 
“often focused on current events, which of course 
have included aspects of our experiences, hopes, 
and concerns vis-à-vis the pandemic. Any topic 
that you would like to bring to the table would be 
welcome for interesting conversation over coffee, 
iced tea, beer, a glass of wine, a single-malt scotch, 
or whatever is appropriate to your time zone and 
your druthers.” Friendships have been renewed 
and many new relationships have formed among 
classmates. Bill Stableford helped us get in touch 
with John “Greek” Lallis, who has been married 43 
years, has nine kids, and six grandchildren. Greek 
taught high school history for 38 years and was 
varsity coach for 20 seasons. Greek and colleague 
Maria Venezio have two books coming out this 
fall: Lunch with Maria: A Sicilian Odyssey, and 
Mediterranean Mothers: Masters of Guilt. We 
remember Greek from Green Key as well as his 
passionate management of the baseball and bas-
ketball teams. Like many of us, he also has some 
hair-raising stories about his service in Vietnam. 
Rick Saunders, an academic pediatric eye special-
ist at University of South Carolina, Charleston, 
toured Santa Fe, New Mexico, this summer and 
this fall is visiting Amman, Jordan, to see his 
son. Rick and Anne will be touring Petra as well 
as the area of the Red Sea. Not to be outdone, 
Bruce Alpert and Jeanne celebrated their 33rd 
anniversary on an Iceland cruise, amid 40-mph 
winds and 40-degree temperatures. (Bruce wins 
the bucket list prize, as he has also visited Antarc-
tica.) Henry Allen was quick to correct our error 
regarding the disappearance of Albert Pief. “Al is 
alive and well and living in Utah, and he can be 
contacted through Fred Klein. The first recipients 
of the Class of 1969 Outstanding Service Award 
are David Lyon Prentice and Rick Willets. David was 
memorialized in an earlier column as “the glue 
that held the class together.” Rick is recognized 
for decades of service, formally as class secre-
tary, treasurer, vice president, and point man 
for innumerable Homecomings and reunions. 
Rick does what’s needed without title or credit, 
whether managing our storage unit, erecting the 
class tent, or acting as emcee for trivia nights. As 
one of several nominators wrote, “He is the go-to 
guy for anything and everything, a true ombuds-
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man, with a healthy block of granite in both his 
muscles and his brain.” Check the website and 
the newsletter, stay in touch, and send Tex news!
—John “Tex” Talmadge, 3519 Brookline Lane, 
Farmers Branch, TX 75234; (214) 673-9250; 
johntalmadgemd@gmail.com

70 We’re approaching the season that 
reminds us of the importance of grati-
tude and caring about others.

So I start this column with a shout-out to a 
classmate most of us know for his successful tech-
nology career in Silicon Valley. What you probably 
don’t know is that he came to Dartmouth from the 
small town of Oshkosh, Wisconsin.

His gift to Oshkosh is building Tiny House 
Village, 31 homes to provide shelter for homeless 
families. The goal is to provide housing while 
residents gain life and work skills to secure per-
manent housing.

Thanks, T.J. Rodgers, for setting a fine ex-
ample of philanthropy on the local level.

Further west and way further north, John 
Walsh writes from Fairbanks, Alaska, “It was 
junior year when Dartmouth brought in a fa-
mous Arctic Sea researcher, Bill Campbell, to 
teach meteorology. Campbell got me a summer 
job working with the sea ice branch of the Naval 
Oceanographic Office.”

Fast-forward 53 years and Dr. Walsh has 
been awarded the International Mohn Prize for 
outstanding research related to the Arctic. It’s 
scientists such as John who are tackling the chal-
lenges of global warming.

Denny Brown remembers his Dartmouth 
experience being filled with disorienting, fast-
tempo turnabouts. (Hey, it was the 1960s!) From 
straight-arrow football player and “rocks jock,” 
Alpha Theta brother, Omer’s ski shop boot-fitter 
came some alternative lifestyles, including a nine-
month MIT exchange program and Boston City 
Hall internship.

“My undergrad highlights include Professor 
Sterling’s personal attention, Professor Nutt get-
ting me on a U.S. Coast Guard icebreaker for an 
oceanographic expedition to Greenland, bartering 
with a ’68 for my first car (a 1953 Jaguar XK120) 
for only $300 plus an old set of skis, and meeting 
AnnMarie from Mount Holyoke, now my wife 
of 50 years.”

Denny’s practice lives continued postgradua-
tion: work as cow poke, carpenter, urban archaeol-
ogist, Montessori teacher, public school resource 
room teacher, private school cofounder, waiter, 
chef, and restaurant owner. He writes, “In 1985 I 
found higher education fundraising, which was 
miraculously fulfilling for 32 years.”

In closing, let me wish you and all of your 
family a happy Thanksgiving. Be grateful for the 
friendships you still have with other classmates.
—Stu Zuckerman, P.O. Box 85, Bridgehampton, NY 
11932; (917) 559-0063; stuartz@gmail.com  

71 We are still reveling in the joy of our 
50-plus-one reunion: 220 classmates, 
spouses, and guests together in Ha-

nover. We all have such spectacular memories 
of that time.

At our reunion luncheon the class of ’71 

voted to contribute $3,500 from our treasury to 
a Ukrainian relief fund. We chose to make this gift 
through World Vision because we believe in this 
organization’s ability to meet such humanitar-
ian needs. Further, with this gift we honor Dart-
mouth’s Ukrainian students, who have sought to 
educate the Dartmouth community about those 
in dire need. Since then additional contributions 
from classmates have increased our donation to 
more than $9,000. If you are interested in par-
ticipating, please go to our class website, Dart-
mouth71.org for further details.

Our class projects, funded by dues and other 
gifts, once again underwrote the costs for a Rocke-
feller summer intern. Alaskan Parker Rabinowitz 
’25 worked for U.S. Sen. Dan Sullivan in Washing-
ton, D.C., focusing on environmental policy issues. 
Parker plans to double major in government and 
environmental studies.

We continued to fund a student director for 
Strengthening Educational Access with Dart-
mouth (SEAD). This program serves Upper Valley 
high school students by tutoring and mentoring 
them from the 10th grade through the end of their 
freshman year in college. Many of these students 
would not have been able to even consider college 
as a post high school option without this pro-
gram’s support.

Additionally, our class made a gift of $1000. to 
the College’s new Native American community-
focused initiative, Tribal Service and Solutions, 
which will support students’ and professors’ work 
on site at various Native American communities.  

In addition to our major reunion in June, our 
class continued its tradition of meeting in small 
groups throughout the year. Robert Lamarre hosted 
a July 12 gathering for 11 in Denver, including 
Doug Best, Thomas Goldthwait, Dave Herrick, Albert 
Lamarre, and Randy Wise.

There are already three 2023 mini-reunions 
in the planning stages. The annual trip to Naples, 
Florida, will be scheduled a bit earlier than usual 
with a February date to be announced. Wayne Ho-
bin reports that CarniVail is scheduled for March 
3-5, 2023, and a new venue will be Austin, Texas, 
on April 27-30, 2023, hosted by Ted and Betsy 
Eismeier. 

Finally, it with deep sadness and a feeling of 
great loss that I report the passing of our alumni 
reunion chair and former class secretary Robert 
Yamins Lider on August 18 in Venice, Italy, while 
on vacation following our June reunion. As our 
classmate Michael Fay wrote: “I cannot think of any 
Dartmouth person I have ever known about whom 
you could more appropriately say the following. 

“He had the still north in his heart, 
The hill winds in his breath,
And the granite of New Hampshire
Was made part of him ’til death.” 
A remembrance will appear at dartmoutha-

lumnimagazine.com/obits in a future issue.
—Alice Reno Malone, 834 Colridge Drive, Charlot-
tesville, VA 22903; tammyarm@aol.com 

72 Dear ’72s, it’s a beautiful summer 
day in Vermont as I write this col-
umn. I had lunch with John Burke at 

the Woodstock (Vermont) Inn. We met at Boys 
State in 1967 and were roommates all four years. 

John is a retired attorney and his son, Sean, is a 
rising litigation star at Duane Morris.

Give a rouse for our new class president, 
Joe Davis, whose company drilled 22 water wells 
and three oil wells in Namibia, providing water 
for about 600 people who otherwise had to walk 
about 3 miles one way to fill five-gallon buckets. 
The engineering for drilling oil wells came in 
handy. Water and energy are both essential for 
a society. ’Round the girdled earth they roam, 
leaving a positive mark.

I received a long note from Steve Tozer re-
flecting on his senior year and his career. Steve 
wrote: “I lived in the Sargent family hunting cabin 
on the Connecticut River below Norwich [Ver-
mont] my senior year: wood heat, snowshoeing 
to campus, and living pretty much a hermit life. 
In June of 1972 the Sargents burned the camp 
to the ground to prevent other students from 
living there, which had been an annual tradi-
tion for some time. The Sargents learned about 
the squatting that was going on when a Spanish 
student drowned in front of the cabin after a fra-
ternity fling in April of our senior year. The Bos-
ton papers ran an article about my involvement 
in rescuing the victim’s partner in the middle of 
the night.” About Steve’s later career, he writes: 
“After retiring from the University of Illinois, 
Chicago, I was asked to lead the creation of a new 
partnership between Northern Illinois Univer-
sity and Rockford Public Schools to formulate a 
pipeline of hand-picked high school principals 
to attend two years of advanced instruction at 
the university with pay. This was the most am-
bitious initiative of its kind in Illinois and one 
of the most ambitious in the nation to provide 
principals with tools to run better schools. The 
Rockford project graduated its first group this 
spring and is already having a positive impact 
on state policy. It turns out that better principals 
are the single most cost-effective intervention 
for under-performing schools and we actually 
know how to produce better principals.” Give a 
rouse for Steve, our own Henry David Thoreau, 
for these efforts.

I received a note from Greg McClelland’s 
brother that Greg and Dora were married June 
10, 1972, at St. Dennis Catholic Church in Ha-
nover, the day before graduation. If anyone else 
wants to report about their marriage around our 
graduation, I would be happy to share it.

Mike Meehan sponsored an essay writing con-
test for graduating Dartmouth students, with 
a $5000 first prize, about conflicts among our 
Founding Fathers at the Constitutional Conven-
tion. The winner, Greg Mesa ’22, wrote about the 
dynamics between delegates John Dickinson, 
George Mason, and Eldridge Gerry. Give a rouse 
to Mike for his thoughtful and inventive way to 
stimulate thinking about one of the world’s most 
enduring documents.
—Shel Prentice, 2311 Tradition Way, #102, Naples, 
FL 34105; shelprentice72@gmail.com

73 Adieu, 2022. 
Post-college Dick Rosston worked 

on avalanche control in Montana for 
a year, attended law school at University of Cali-
fornia, Berkeley, and then moved to Anchorage, 

Alaska, where he has resided since 1977. He 
practiced with Dorsey & Whitney and remains 
active in ski patrol, carrying over that interest 
from the Dartmouth ski patrol. On the cultural 
side, Dick is a director of the Alaska Center for 
the Performing Arts as well as the Anchorage 
Concert Association.

In Louisville, Kentucky, Dave Mann is a car-
diac electrophysiologist specialist focused on 
adult cardiology. He is affiliated with several 
area hospitals and also is licensed to practice 
medicine in Indiana.  

Stuart Pechter is a periodontics practitioner 
in Lantana, Florida, who receives high ratings 
from his patients for “his nimble, careful fingers 
and thorough, patient approach.” In addition, 
Stu is a member of the Palm Beach Masters who 
enjoys early morning swims, especially in open 
water. 

As of June 30 Fred Haas officially retired 
from his position of adjunct assistant professor 
of music at the College. An August article list-
ing all faculty and staff at least 55 years of age 
with at least 10 years of service can be found at 
“Honoring the 2022 Retirees” at dartmouth.edu.

Rick Saul served as the chief financial officer 
and director of operations at Dexter Southfield 
School in Brookline, Massachusetts, for more 
than 40 years before retiring in 2017. He contin-
ues his affiliations with the National Association 
of College and University Business Officers and 
the National Business Officers Association and 
currently serves on the board of trustees and 
finance committee of the Thacher Montessori 
School, the board of directors of the Massachu-
setts Association of Nonprofit Schools and Col-
leges, and the board of the Independent Schools 
Compensation Corp. Rick also is vice president 
of a chapter of the National Association of Watch 
and Clock Collectors.

After graduating from Smith and obtaining 
a master’s in education from Lesley College, ad-
opted classmate Comfort Halsey-Cope spent her 
entire career at Park School in Brookline, first as 
a classroom teacher and later in various pivotal 
counselor and advisor roles, ultimately retiring a 
few years ago as the service-learning coordinator 
and secondary school counselor.

The natural environment in Harvard, Mas-
sachusetts, is in good hands with Peter Dorward 
as chair of the town’s open space committee. 
For many years he has been involved with the 
Harvard Conservation Trust as well.

Since 1988 Alfred Minor has been a chaplain 
with the D.C. Department of Corrections. In the 
introduction to A Correctional Institution’s Guide 
to Islamic Religious Practices published by the 
Council on American-Islamic Relations, the au-
thor thanks Alfred for the daylong tour he pro-
vided of the central facility in Lorton, Virginia.

One of a small number of international 
classmates, Chooi-Lye Ch’ng returned to Malay-
sia after graduation and had a successful career 
in financial services. He died in May. His obitu-
ary can be found at dartmouthalumnimagazine.
com/obits.

As we turn the page to 2023 and our 50th 
reunion, please be sure to update your contact 
information at www.alumni.dartmouth.edu/
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connect/find-alumni.
—Val Armento, 227 Sylvan Ave., San Mateo, CA 
94403; valerie.j.armento.73@dartmouth.edu

74 Hi, everyone.
I recently received a note from 

our Bob Bauman with three articles he 
wrote on Russian foreign policy vis-à-vis Ukraine 
and other eastern European and central Asian 
countries. The first article was written after Rus-
sia annexed the Crimea in 2014 and published in 
2018. The subsequent articles were published in 
late 2019, both in the periodical Military Review.

Here’s Bob: “I read your notes in the latest 
alumni mag and could not help but be intrigued 
by the final paragraph looking for classmates to 
engage on Russia. This June marked 50 years 
since I went to Leningrad on the Dartmouth for-
eign study program along with Greg Pulis, Peter 
Faucher, Pernell Delly, and other ’74s. 

“Since then I have spent almost all of my 
time working on or in the former Soviet Union, 
including a year of doctoral work at Moscow Uni-
versity and many subsequent research trips. Af-
ter finishing my Ph.D. in Russian history at Yale, 
most of my time was spent as a civilian professor 
at the U.S. Army Command and General Staff 
College in Kansas. I also taught at the Univer-
sity of Kansas and Kansas State University and 
taught briefly at the Bashkir State University in 
Ufa, Russia, and am currently in my third year of 
teaching at the Academy of the Armed Forces of 
Uzbekistan. My Russian still gets lots of regular 
work here in Tashkent. In addition, I have a very 
good vantage point on the war in Ukraine from 
Uzbekistan, which like all of the former repub-
lics of the USSR takes great interest in what is 
currently happening. Anyway, as grist for the 
mill, I mention several of my articles, although 
none has been written since the war started. My 
diplomatic status here necessitates a degree of 
discretion on my public profile at the moment.”

The first article is titled “A Central Asian 
Perspective on Russian Soft Power”; the second 
is an essay review of Stephen Cohen’s book, War 
with Russia: From Putin & Ukraine to Trump & 
Russiagate. 

Bob goes on to “note the recent mystery 
concerning the assassination of Vladimir Du-
gin’s daughter. Dugin has been an advocate of 
Eurasianism and restoration of Russian empire. 
His daughter was a journalist known for her na-
tionalist views. She is now treated as a martyr to 
inspire Russians to fight on against Ukrainian 
“extremism” and American hegemonic ambi-
tions. The “investigation” into Dugina’s death 
instantly concluded Ukraine was behind it. Rus-
sia is a pretty Orwellian place right now. This is 
not intended to exempt the West from all criti-
cism, just to note that reality does not intrude 
much into Russian ideology these days.” His third 
article is “Mobilizing History to Promote Patrio-
tism and a New Past.”

Class president Matt Putnam “hopes that all 
are still gaining grace if not Gallup and begin-
ning to plan for attending our 50th reunion and 
considering support for the College and our two 
projects our class has identified (health equity 
and the 1974 scholarship).”

—Philip Stebbins, 17 Hardy Road, Londonderry, 
NH 03053; p.stebs@gmail.com

75 Summer has ended, but it is still 
wicked hot in Galveston, Texas. On 
top of that, student loans are forgiven, 

Russia pounds away in the Donbas, abortion has 
the country tied in knots, inflation is ravaging 
the middle class, and the border is leaking like a 
sieve. As President George W. Bush quipped in 
his final years, “I think I am growing old at just the 
right time.” So, too, is the class of 1975. Perhaps 
it is just that the world is a different place, not 
better, not worse; just not the one we remember 
so fondly from our days on the Hanover Plain. I 
suspect this is how our grandparents looked at 
the world in which we grew up.

Dartmouth has also changed. The buildings 
cast bigger shadows and the grounds occupy a 
larger footprint; soon to be expanded further at 
the north end. It is difficult to tell how much has 
changed in the classroom as I am not there, but 
I would like to think that the College is still pre-
paring students for the world into which they 
will emerge. Judging from some of the younger 
alumni with whom I have spoken in the last few 
years, I would have to say it is. But, as stated 
above, I am not altogether sure I like this world 
as much as the other one.

The good news is that we have the shared 
memories from that world that continue to bind 
us and draw us back to the old familiarity of Ha-
nover, even if the facade is changing. Although I 
have little individual news this time around, I do 
feel the connection with my classmates, even if 
it is in the form of a donation request from Ron 
Cima, who, with the rest of the fundraisers, did a 
great job this year. We exceeded our dollar goal 
and may have just squeezed past the participa-
tion goal, which reflects that bond of familiarity. 

This year is a big year for your vote, but no 
vote is bigger than the one that follows. Drew 
Remignanti needs your help, or at least he did 
back in August. Perhaps he has been successful 
in landing a contract to publish his book and he 
will definitely tell me if so when he reads this. 
He discovered a new twist on crowdfunding—a 
publisher that will base their contract with him 
on the number of votes he gets on their website. 
Don’t be bashful, go there now and vote for his 
book. The website is soopllc.com, otherwise 
known as Something or Other Publishing. I voted, 
it is very easy, and when I did he was getting close 
to the magic contract award number. Maybe your 
vote will put him over the top. 

Write to me, I like hearing from you.
Vox clamantis in Tejas.

—Stephen D. Gray, 3627 Avenue M, Galveston, TX 
77550; (650) 302-8739; fratergray@gmail.com

76 Classmates: With the big news 
that Sian Leah Beilock will be the 
College’s new president, our class 

president Naomi Baline Kleinman rapidly went 
to work to be sure that our class could adopt the 
new president. This is a formal College process 
and a rare one. Naomi wrote to President-elect 
Beilock, noting that we are, of course, the first 
Dartmouth class to have admitted women as 

freshmen. She will be Dartmouth’s first female 
president. Classmate Ann Fritz Hackett served as 
Dartmouth’s first alumna trustee, Martha Johnson 
Beattie was the first female vice president for 
alumni relations, and the president-elect was 
born in 1976. The great result is that President-
elect Beilock agreed and our special relation-
ship will be formalized by the time you read this. 
She will always be known as President Beilock 
’76A. Also in progress is how we will welcome 
the members of the class of 2026, who will be 
graduating when we have our 50th reunion. The 
connection program between the classes who 
graduate 50 years apart has long been a special 
tradition. Please see Judy Burrows Csatari’s letter 
in Jim Burns’ latest class newsletter, and it’s worth 
reiterating part of that here: “The class of ’76 
holds a unique position in all of Dartmouth Col-
lege history. Our arrival on the Hanover Plain in 
the fall of 1972 marked the first time women ma-
triculated to the College. Through the years, we 
have experienced other firsts, but there can be no 
denying that our arrival in 1972 was auspicious 
and audacious. At the time of our matriculation, 
members of the class of 1926 reached out to the 
women of the class of ’76, presenting each with 
a flower and letter of welcome. Four years later, 
at the time of our graduation from the College, 
some women of the class of ’76 reached out to 
the 50-years-older class members who were in 
Hanover celebrating their 50th reunion and pre-
sented them with flowers in gratitude for their 
support and encouragement at the outset of our 
historic arrival. Now it is our turn to reach out to 
our 50-years-younger counterparts in the class 
of 2026.” All of this takes on greater emphasis 
with our new connection with President-elect 
Beilock. Rich Horan is spending a lot of time these 
days in Winnetka, Illinois, helping care for his 
first grandchildren—twins, a boy and a girl—born 
to his son and daughter-in-law, who are both 
Dartmouth grads. Our first double-double legacy 
among the grandchildren of ’76 perhaps? The 
class of ’97 paid tribute in its spring newsletter 
to the pioneering women of our class. Editor 
Rebecca Siegel Baron ’97 interviewed Sara Hoa-
gland Hunter and Martha Johnson Beattie about 
their choice of Dartmouth in 1971-72, their Col-
lege experience, their lives since, and what it all 
meant to them. It was a lovely tribute, through 
their experiences, to all the women of ’76. Please 
send news of you, yours, or ours, to steve@ste-
vebellcommunications.com.
—Steve Bell, 15 Harbour Pointe, Buffalo, NY 
14202; steve@stevebellcommunications.com

77 One minute it’s midnight in mid-June 
and you’re in the ’77 tent catching up 
with Mike Huffman, Ted Wingate, Rica 

Clement, and Bobbie Huggard, the next you’re in 
your inadequately ventilated and soundproofed 
North Fayer room at 5:30 a.m. awakened by 
myriad pickup trucks back-in parking at the 
Dartmouth Hall “destruction” site (beep, beep, 
beep) and then, just like that, it’s mid-August and 
your headache has finally abated. Wow, what a 
fantastic reunion!

Your class officers—including several fresh 
faces on the executive committee (EC) and led 

by incoming president Jim Guth—are already 
working hard on our behalf planning the next 
five years leading to our 50th reunion in 2027.

VP Ted Lapres, chair of our 70th birthday 
wingding in Santa Fe, New Mexico, planned for 
summer 2025 (dates and details to come), is tak-
ing his duties so seriously, he and Connie up and 
sold their Massachusetts home and have moved 
to Connie’s hometown of Santa Fe.

New EC member Gloria Martinez writes: 
“After Dartmouth Medical School I returned to 
southern California for residency and 35 years 
in family medicine. I loved my work, especially 
serving the Hispanic community. Recently re-
tired, I now work much less, perform volunteer 
work, and am reconnecting with treasured 
friends. With my husband of 37 years, I raised 
three children, now thriving adults. As empty-
nesters we took in and now care for my healthy 
aging mother. I am proud be on the ’77 EC. The 
affinity, gratitude, and love that I feel for Dart-
mouth is infinite.”

Fleet-of-foot Barry Harwick also joins the 
EC after decades of service at Dartmouth.  On 
September 10 the athletic department hosted a 
reception and dinner to celebrate his 28 years of 
coaching. On Homecoming Weekend the athletic 
department will induct Barry into Wearers of the 
Green, Dartmouth’s sports hall of fame. 

Incoming digital guru Peter Mills “spoke with 
a few of you at reunion about an online resource 
where ’77s facing difficult issues could contact 
classmates who have been through the same 
for advice and counsel. We’re at that age facing 
cancer, aging parents, dementia, new body parts, 
stroke, arthritis, etc. I had prostate cancer sur-
gery three years ago and benefited greatly from 
being able to talk to friends of friends of friends 
to understand options, risks, and just what to ex-
pect. Anyone interested in offering time or ideas, 
please contact me at pbmsv@icloud.com. I’d like 
to get this up and running as soon as possible.”

Richard Brynteson, who was unable to at-
tend reunion, writes from the North Star State: 
“Thanks so much for the reunion update, as I 
do love Dartmouth! I appreciate Phil Hanlon’s 
service, as higher education is rough (where I’ve 
spent 35 years). We’re lucky to have Jan Malcolm 
as Minnesota’s Covid guru. I did not know John 
Harrington back in the day, but he was a guest 
lecturer at my campus when he was police chief. 
Why do our classmates choose the hardest jobs?” 
Thanks Jan, John, and Richard for your dedica-
tion and accomplishments! We will see you all 
at Santa Fe 2025.
—A.P. Duffy, 66 Saunders Drive, Wilton, CT 06897; 
(203) 979-2234; apduffy@optonline.net

78 Greetings, ’78s, and thank you for 
the flood of great stories you sent in 
response to my first plea for news. 

If this keeps up, the next six years are going to 
be a lot of fun.

Fresh off our 45th (okay, 44th) reunion in 
June, I asked you to riff on the theme of con-
nection and reconnection. You had a lot to say.

Many of you wrote warmly of the “peaceful, 
easy feeling” of being with classmates you hadn’t 
seen in years. Vicki Smith and David Shoemaker 

gathered over reunion at Vicki’s home in Lyme, 
New Hampshire, with Jack Manheimer; Wendy 
Muello and her partner, Peter Gair; and David’s 
wife, Candace. “Our stories were shared with 
lots of love and the enthusiasm that comes with 
swapping tales with best friends,” Vicki wrote. 
David added, “So affirming to realize that, after 
not seeing each other for so many years, we’re 
still great friends and can pick up as if no time 
had passed.”

Bill Petit, who attended reunion with his 
wife, Christine, and their son, Bill, wrote that it 
was “fabulous” to see his freshman basketball 
teammate Sterling Edmonds for the first time 
since graduation: “still with a great smile and 
a freakishly fit physique!” Sterling and his wife, 
Regina, were attending their first-ever reunion 
thanks in part to Sharon Lee Cowan, who as a 
reunion volunteer had contacted Sterling and 
other McLane freshman dormmates to rally 
them. Sharon and her partner, Andrea Vincenzi, 
made the trek from Italy, their first reunion since 
our 25th.

Will Browning reconnected with Steve Bova, 
whom he hadn’t seen in 40 years, over lunch in 
June with their spouses and Will’s daughter, a 
Dartmouth ’22. Will and Steve first met in spring 
1976 on the French language study abroad in 
Blois led by John Rassias.

Moving north was a recurring theme. Lynda 
and Mike Pittenger, who moved in 2020 to Cape 
Elizabeth, Maine, near all three children and 
six grandchildren, are also near old friends that 
they can see regularly, including Cindy and Bill 
Dexter, Cindy and Bob Gross, and Randi and Wil-
lard “Bollie” Bollenbach. Lynda retired last year 
and Mike consults on cybersecurity.

Jane Kirstetter Ingram reconnected at reunion 
with Martha and Mark Arnold, old friends from 
Chicago Booth business school. The Arnolds 
have just moved from New Jersey to Eastman 
in New Hampshire, not far from Lake Sunapee, 
where Jane and her husband spend time.

There were some regrets. “Didn’t attend 
[reunion]. Wish I had,” David Master wrote from 
Denver. “Miss Hanover and have only fond 
memories of four long years there.”

Jeff Miller and Harvey Weinberg also missed 
reunion, but they reconnected during the spring 
when Harvey contacted Jeff about fundraising. 
“Our conversation—Harvey’s voice has not 
changed at all in these past decades—immedi-
ately brought me back to all that was fun about 
those late 1970s,” Jeff wrote. “It confirmed my 
intention to be in Hanover for the 50th (as will 
Harvey) to celebrate what was and what is.” 

Send news! 
—Anne Bagamery, 13 rue de Presles, 75015 Paris, 
France; abagamery78@gmail.com; Rick Beyer, 
1305 S. Michigan Ave., #1104, Chicago, IL 60605; 
rickbeyer78@gmail.com

79 Cindy Vitko, M.D., works in-patient 
forensic psychiatry at the Utah 
State Hospital. She writes: “My 

patients typically have severe mental illnesses 
(such as schizophrenia) and criminal charges 
from misdemeanors to murders.” As an essential 
employee, she worked in-person throughout the 

C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

WI&R_8.125x10.875_WeddingAd_P+C_4.eps   1   11/11/10   10:57 AM

Five Dollars Mar/Apr 2011

c1-c4dam_ma11.indd   2 1/31/11   3:47 PM

C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

WI&R_8.125x10.875_WeddingAd_P+C_4.eps   1   11/11/10   10:57 AM

    EviE StEvEnS ’05 tradES
 onE faSt track for anothEr by 
quitting hEr Wall StrEEt job for 
           thE profESSional cycling tour.

Five Dollars Jan/Feb 2011

brEaking

aWay

c1-c4dam_jf11.indd   2 12/9/10   2:54 PM

Five Dollars Sept/Oct 2011

After gAining fAme by building
A homemAde windmill

to power his mAlAwi fAmily’s home,
 williAm KAmKwAmbA ’14 

brings A new Kind of
energy to cAmpus.

The Power
of one

CLIENT: SSGA JOB#: 03828_3    PUBLICATION: Ivy League AD: PC AE: BM
STUDIO#: TMC  MACHINE: Timothy Cozzi PREV OP:  PREV MACHINE: Timothy Cozzi BLEED: 8.625 x 11.125
TRIM: 8.375 x 10.875 SAFETY: 7.375 x 9.875 DATE: 5/18/11 - 10:41 AM CREATED: 6/14/10 - 12:02 PM FILE 
NAME: 03828_SSGA_8p375x10p87_871_m3a.indd
FONTS: Univers 65 Bold, Univers 45 Light, Univers 85 Extra Black, Univers 57 Condensed, Univers 67 Bold Condensed
GUTTER: -
IMAGES: SSGA_BRDROOM_US_4c133ls_Pg_v5.tif, SSGA_ShipLogo_50gry_v2.eps, WGC_POS_MONO_Grey.eps, SPDR_GLDlogoTagSM_
PMS871cm_K_v3.eps, SSGA_GoldPromo_QRlogo_v2.eps, NYSE_ListedArca_logo_Gry.eps
COLORS: grey background, PANTONE 871 C, Grey text, DO NOT PRINT, Paper, Black
DOC PATH: Not Found
LINE SCREEN: 133 SCALE: 100%

SPDR LOGO USES PMS871

 *Source: Over the 10-year period ending October 2010, gold’s correlation with the
 S&P 500 has been -0.06, with 0 being uncorrelated and 1 being perfectly correlated 
( (StyleADVISOR, December 2010).
 Important Information Relating to SPDR Gold Trust: 
 The SPDR Gold Trust (“GLD”) has fi led a registration statement (including 
a prospectus) with the Securities and Exchange Commission (“SEC”) for the offering to which this communication relates. Before you invest, you should read 
the prospectus in that registration statement and other documents GLD has fi led with the SEC for more complete information about GLD and this offering. 
You may get these documents for free by visiting EDGAR on the SEC website at www.sec.gov or by visiting www.spdrgoldshares.com. Alternatively, the Trust or any 
authorized participant will arrange to send you the prospectus if you request it by calling 1-866-320-4053.
ETF’s trade like stocks, are subject to investment risk, fl uctuate in market value and may trade at prices above or below the ETF’s net asset value. Brokerage commissions and GLD expenses 
will reduce returns.

Diversifi cation does not assure a profi t and may not protect against investment loss.
Commodities and commodity-index linked securities may be affected by changes in overall market movements, changes in interest rates, and other factors such as weather, 
disease, embargoes, or political and regulatory developments, as well as trading activity of speculators and arbitrageurs in the underlying commodities.
“SPDR” is a registered trademark of Standard & Poor’s Financial Services LLC (“S&P”) and has been licensed for use by State Street Corporation. No fi nancial product offered 

by State Street Corporation or its affi liates is sponsored, endorsed, sold or promoted by S&P or its affi liates, and S&P and its affi liates make no representation, warranty or condition 
regarding the advisability of buying, selling or holding units/shares in such products. Further limitations that could affect investors’ rights may be found in GLD’s prospectus. 
For more information: State Street Global Markets, LLC, One Lincoln Street, Boston, MA, 02111 • 866.320.4053 • www.spdrgoldshares.com. 
Not FDIC Insured – No Bank Guarantee – May Lose Value
IBG-3750

IT’S A WAKE UP CALL FROM YOUR FINANCIAL ADVISOR. 
YOU SHOULD PROBABLY PICK IT UP.

 TV pundits. Print columnists. Investment 
blogs. It seems wherever you look these days, 
gold is in the conversation.
 The SPDR® Gold Shares ETF? Chances are 
it has already caught your eye. After all, it’s 
well known that GLD is a precise way to 
access the gold market. 
 Historically, gold hasn’t mirrored the market’s 
behavior. So it’s generally not tied to the ups 
and downs of Wall Street.* That means it 
can be used as a strategic building block in 
investors’ portfolios.
 This is one opportunity you may not want 
to leave on the table. Scan the QR code with 
your smartphone to visit spdrgoldshares.com.
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H O N .  C H A R L E S  B .  S C H U D S O N  ’ 7 2
Independence Corrupted 

The verdict is in…“courageous…timely, 
troubling…surpassingly well written…
riveting…a true masterpiece.” Nominee, 
National Book Award. No. 1 on Amazon’s 
“Justice System” best-seller list…and the 
2022 Kindle edition just came out! Amazon.
com/$9.99.  

N O R M A N  F I E R I N G  ’ 5 6  
Understanding Rosenstock-Huessy:
 A Haphazard Collection of Ventures

Eugen Rosenstock-Huessy, a Dartmouth 
professor from 1935 to 1957, was one of the 
most profound and original thinkers of the 
twentieth century. His voice was prophetic 
and remains relevant. The author was a 
student of Rosenstock-Huessy’s in the 1950s.

J O H N  S .  LO C O N T E  ’ 8 4
Zack Naturally: 

A Child’s Zen Companion
Zack is having the worst of days at his new 
school, and his negative thoughts begin to 
dwarf him. This Zen primer introduces children 
to mindfulness principles.  Written originally 
for the author’s late daughter Ali, proceeds of 
this book fund high school performing artists.

H OWA R D  R E I S S  ’ 7 3
Starlight Shines Far

During rehab Alex meets Alula who claims 
to be from another star system. She enlists 
his help to save our broken planet sure the 
Earth’s leaders will act once they learn we are 
not alone. While they are not welcomed as she 
had hoped, it remains a story about healing 
a broken heart.

J O H N  R E E D  ’ 7 5 ,  T U ’ 7 9
Pinpointing Excellence

A buyer’s guide to help clients use only 
excellent executive coaches and avoid others 
in a disorganized, unregulated, $20B sector – 
from the leading proponent for higher quality 
and ROI to professionalize the fi eld - a Tuck-
trained business psychologist and master coach.

R I C H A R D  M E SS I N A  ’ 74 ,  TU ’ 76 ,  P H D
Redesigning The University

Higher education is at an infl ection point.  
This book describes experience-based ideas, 
strategic options, and practical approaches 
to help university leaders navigate their 
institution’s path to long-term success during 
this transformative time.

T O N Y  C H O U E K E  ’ 6 8
The Little Jessica

This is a story about a girl with dreams and 
ambitions.  She takes risks and faces obstacles. 
She learns to plan, and to commit herself to her 
goals. Digital version: https://www.fl ipsnack.com/
A6FDED77C6F/the-little-jessica/full-view.html.
Hard copy: tchoueke@aol.com.

T O N Y  C H O U E K E  ’ 6 8
Happiness Empanadas

This is a business book for girls.  Identify 
your passions, start your own business 
and  create your own unique and individual 
pathway to success. You can do it! https://
www.fl ipsnack.com/A6FDED77C6F/happiness-
empanadas_fl ipbook-2/full-view.html. Hard 
Copy:  tchoueke@aol.com.

S T E P H E N  P E A R S A L L  ’ 5 3
Ithaca The Long Road Home

Ithaca portrays Kyle’s journey from childhood 
in Wisconsin, to Stanford, to Vietnam, and 
to his election as a US Senator and his focus 
on gun proliferation. It is a story of war and 
adventure, intense relationships, love, greed, 
malice, and murder.            

J U D I T H  A .  B Y F I E L D  ’ 8 0
The Great Upheaval: 

Women and Nation in Postwar Nigeria
This social and intellectual history of women’s 
political activism in postwar Nigeria reveals 
the importance of gender to the study of 
nationalism and poses new questions about 
Nigeria’s colonial past and independent future.

H E N R Y  L .  C L A R K E  ’ 6 2
A New Embassy along 

an Ancient Route in Uzbekistan  
Uzbeks welcomed independence for the third 
largest population, after Russia and Ukraine, in 
the USSR. But can independence endure?  The 
fi rst U.S. Ambassador to Uzbekistan describes 
what it took to create a new relationship and 
a new embassy in Tashkent.  

T H O M A S  A .  B A R N I C O  ’ 7 7
War College

Jack Dunne lives two lives:  one in Vietnam in 
Army intelligence and the other as a student 
on an elite American campus.  Bridging these 
worlds challenges Jack as much as the war 
itself, as his service sparks personal confl icts 
on his ivy-draped campus and beyond. 

T O M  H A L L  ’ 5 4
Time to Come Clean: 

Rescuing Jesus from Christianity
Confl ating Jesus and Christ has resulted in an 
increasingly irrelevant salvation faith based 
on an outdated belief system. Both pew and 
pulpit must bring the Master’s timeless ethical 
message back to Earth and make it meaningful 
in the daily lives of 21st century people.        

R O B E R T  L .  WA L L AC E   T U ’ 8 4 
Let God be God:

Using God’s Disruptive Power to 
Change Your Life and the World 

Robert L. Wallace, a successful author, entrepreneur, 
business consultant, and ordained Church Elder, 
shares the tenets and provides a step-by-step, 
Bible-based approach on how to leverage God’s 
power to change individual lives and the world.

M AT T  R I C H A R D S O N  ’ 9 1 
Black Canvas: A Campus Haunting 

Black Canvas is gothic horror set at Dartmouth 
in the 1980s. A young, nonbinary Black college 
student fi nds that their dream of the Ivy 
League is a living nightmare. Each day they 
uncover new details in the campus’ hidden 
history, sending them spiraling toward an 
irrevocable crisis.

J AC K  A N D E R S O N  ’ 7 2
Havilah Daze

A quiet town hides its tawdry a« airs and 
endemic gossip. But then a progressive urbanite 
gets stranded among its wild but lovable cast of 
characters. Irresistible forces meet immoveable 
objects.  But BEWARE: This novel is guaranteed 
to o« end almost everybody! In Paperback and 
Kindle on Amazon. 

C H A R L E S  A .  ( C H U C K )  H O B B I E  ’ 6 7
Days of  Splendor, Hours like Dreams: Four 
Years at a Small College in the Still North 
A detailed and frank memoir of college life in 
the last decade of Dartmouth’s all-male culture 
recounts the minutiae of courses; friendships 
with classmates, dates, and faculty; academic, 
social, musical, and sporting events; and 
Chuck’s evolving a« ection for Dartmouth.

C H A R L E S  A .  ( C H U C K )  H O B B I E  ’ 6 7
Through Grateful Eyes: The Peace Corps 
Experiences of Dartmouth’s Class of 1967 
Many of Dartmouth’s class of 1967 served in 
the Peace Corps, living and working amid 
unimaginable disease, extreme poverty, and 
other hardships while promoting world peace 
and friendship in 24 di« erent countries. This 
book features their incredible stories.

WA R R E N  VA L D M A N I S  ’ 9 5
Accountable: 

The Rise of Citizen Capitalism
This provocative book takes us inside the fi ght 
to save capitalism from itself. Corporations 
are broken. But the tools we are relying on 
to fi x them—corporate social responsibility, 
divestment, impact investing, and government 
control—risk making our problems worse. 

CHARLES “KIP” AULT ’72
Beyond Science Standards: 

Play, Art, Coherence, Community   
A vision of science education o« ering inspiring 
stories of science teaching, varying from place 
to place, discipline to discipline, purpose to 
purpose, that argues for prioritizing the social 
value of particular knowledge, not general 
scientifi c processes, in choosing what to teach.

GARD HARTMANN ’65
Storyboarding Noir: Image, Memory, 

and Personal Style: Ran Blake on Film
Storyboarding Noir o« ers a new perspective 
on the rich and varied history of fi lm noir—
demonstrating how a fi lm-making technique can 
be adapted to composition and performance 
of music. Classic fi lms include The Pawnbroker, 
Taxi Driver, Hitchcock and French New Wave.  

TONY FERRARI ’18
The Power of Hope: How to Overcome 

Adversity and Rise to Your Highest Self
The Power of Hope is a collection of uplifting stories 
about overcoming adversity, turning pain into 
power, and choosing hope over fear. By weaving 
the stories of successful leaders and lessons in his 
own life, Tony teaches us how adversity can be the 
key to unleashing the greatness within us.

M A R Y  H A R T  ’ 8 2
Cast 

Drawings by Mary Hart and poems by Flynn 
O’Brien explore the constancy of change 
and the unsettling nature of loss. A Boston 
Globe review describes the book as “Verses 
of mortality and wonder” that suggest “… the 
impermanence of all our worldly detritus, and 
the permanence of the ine« able….” 

A DA M  B A R S K Y  ’ 0 5
Max Sharp and the Belarusian Butcher

Max pursues his father’s killer after learning, 
sixteen years later, that his death was not a 
suicide. Straight-laced Yale-grad Max recruits 
his ex-girlfriend’s family of criminals to fi nd his 
father’s stolen diamonds and pushes his limits 
to uncover the mystery of his father’s death.
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pandemic. She commutes an hour each way to 
Provo, Utah, from Park City, works four 10-hour 
shifts per week, and takes voluntary calls.

“I usually would have time to ski on the 
long weekends, but my husband and I took this 
past ski season off, a good choice since Park City 
Mountain and the Canyons were a zoo!

“My college roommate Deb Jennings now 
lives in Denver near her son, Drew, a Dartmouth 
grad. Her other son, Owen, also a Dartmouth 
grad, moved to Park City from California dur-
ing the pandemic. When Deb and her husband 
visited Owen we had dinner at my house. With 
Owen living here, I hope to see Deb more.

“My husband works for a nonprofit that ad-
vocates for Utah children. My 23-year-old son 
left Utah to travel Asia with his girlfriend on a 
trip the pandemic postponed from 2020. My 
20-year-old daughter attends the University of 
Utah and loves her doggy day care job.”

After I read that Ernie Parizeau was teach-
ing at Middlebury College, he shared details via 
email: “My wife, Kim, went to Middlebury and 
has been a Middlebury trustee for a long time. 
She was the board chair for several years, so 
we were in Vermont often. I had started teach-
ing entrepreneurship for fun as an adjunct at 
Babson College after retiring in 2007 from a 
career at Norwest Venture Partners. I’ve also 
been fortunate to teach at the Franklin Olin Col-
lege of Engineering and help with some classes 
at the Tuck School. At Middlebury I got involved 
helping build a program called MiddCORE (for 
creativity, opportunity, risk, and entrepreneur-
ship) to teach students ‘life skills’ and build 
confidence for life after college. That morphed 
into my teaching a full fall semester entrepre-
neurship class at Middlebury. In spring 2022 I 
helped create a new class, ‘Preparing for a Life 
of Meaning,’ based on a popular Stanford class, 
‘Designing Your Life.’

“As an aside, in 2018 Kim and I took a couple 
of years and moved to Palo Alto, California, to 
participate in the Stanford Distinguished Ca-
reers Institute (DCI), where 40 ‘old folks’ go 
back to college with the undergrads and grad 
students. We could essentially take any class 
Stanford offered. It was great fun and much like 
my freshman year at Dartmouth: new place, new 
friends, new challenges. The major difference 
was that our cohorts’ parties started at 6 p.m. and 
ended at 9:30 p.m. because we were all over 60! 
Kim and I took Stanford’s ‘Designing Your Life’ 
class and found it thought-provoking and a good 
planning tool for any age. We highly recommend 
the Stanford DCI program and the book Design-
ing Your Life: How to Build a Well-Lived, Joyful 
Life by Stanford professors Dave Evans and Bill 
Burnett, written for the general public, an easy 
find on Amazon.”
—Janie Simms Hamner, 7327 Centenary Ave., Dal-
las, TX 75225; jshandkids@aol.com

80 Thank you, everyone, for writing! 
Tom Bartlett recently published Sail-
ing from Plymouth, a book of short 

stories which “present a range of characters and 
experiences from the past, present, and future 
that capture either the fair seas or stormy condi-

tions of human existence.” The book is available 
on eBay UK and all proceeds will benefit the 
life-changing work of Advantage Africa in Kenya 
and Uganda.

Meanwhile, Big Table Publishing published 
my second book of short stories, You’ll Never 
See It Coming, which, like its predecessor, Toxic 
Cookout, finds humor in everyday paranoia. Both 
are available on Amazon and from the Big Table 
Publishing website.  

Ben Zuraw writes: “Peter Boone and I had 
the priviledge of attending the annual awards 
dinner this spring of Summer Camp Opportuni-
ties Promote Education (SCOPE), a nonprofit 
organization that provides scholarships to send 
deserving children to camp. There Dan Zenkel was 
awarded SCOPE’s youth advocate award. Dan 
has been a long-time board member of SCOPE 
as well as its board president. Dan and Michele 
hosted Peter and me for a fun dinner at their 
home the next evening.”

In July Dr. John A. Rich assumed the po-
sition of inaugural director of the Rush Uni-
versity System for Health Bank of Montreal 
(RUSH BMO) Institute for Health Equity. The 
institute was launched last year to help coordi-
nate health-equity efforts across RUSH and its 
diverse communities and recognized the need 
for a full-time director who shares its vision and 
values. After graduating from Dartmouth John 
earned a medical degree from Duke University 
Medical School and a master’s in public health 
from the Harvard School of Public Health. While 
at Boston City Hospital (now Boston Medical 
Center), he was troubled by the way that trauma, 
poverty, and the lack of access to healthcare con-
stantly affected the health of Black and Latino 
men. There he launched a young men’s health 
clinic and created a community health worker 
training initiative in which young men from the 
community were taught skills alongside primary 
providers. He received a John D. and Catherine T. 
MacArthur Fellowship in 2006. His book Wrong 
Place, Wrong Time; Trauma and Violence in the 
Lives of Young Black Men was published by Johns 
Hopkins University Press in 2009.

In May Chris Browne was named director of 
the Smithsonian Air and Space Museum, where 
he has served as acting director since January 
2021. While majoring in history and Native 
American studies at Dartmouth, he learned avia-
tion through the Flying Club. After Dartmouth 
he went on to graduate from the U.S. Navy’s “Top 
Gun” fighter weapons school.

I’m eagerly following Wade Herring’s con-
gressional bid in Georgia. “I am grateful for the 
encouragement, support, and financial generos-
ity of the great class of 1980,” he writes. “I am 
confident that my decision to run was the right 
thing to do. Despite all of our nation’s problems 
and divisions, I remain hopeful about America 
and the promises that she has to keep.”
—Rob Dinsmoor, 14 Rust St., South Hamilton, MA 
01982; (978) 269-4069; dinsmo@earthlink.net; 
Meg Coughlin LePage, 8 Brookside Drive, Cum-
berland, ME 04021; (207) 791-1382; mlepage@
pierceatwood.com; Wade Herring, P.O. Box 9848, 
Savannah, GA 31412, (912) 944-1639; wherring@
huntermaclean.com

81 Happy holidays! At Commencement 
President John Kemeny charged ’81s 
with making this “a better world, a 

more compassionate world, for all of us.” To that 
end, a committee comprised of Byron Boston, Hap 
Brakeley, Bill Burgess, Lynnette Eubanks Marshall, 
and Shelley Warren Wieler was formed to pres-
ent the Class of ’81 John G. Kemeny Award to 
exceptional, impactful, inspirational classmates 
who have done just that. Give it some thought and 
contact them with nominations.

Speaking of which, after reading the recent 
’81 newsletter bio on Calvin Johnson, Nancy Green 
Oey wrote in to share this: “My husband, Fred, 
was in Cedars Sinai Hospital in Los Angeles in 
2015 recovering from cancer surgery. He was still 
very weak when additional surgery was ordered. 
I was certain he wouldn’t survive. The anesthesi-
ologist assigned was none other than Dr. Calvin 
Johnson ’81. I was stunned to see him after all 
these years, but there he was, a key member of 
the surgical team responsible for Fred’s life. I 
will never forget Calvin’s compassion or his quiet 
reassurance. That was all I needed to get through 
the next several hours of the operation. It was 
Calvin who finally delivered the post op news: 
Fred had made it through.

“I look back on that day as a gift. Our family 
was granted two more remarkable seasons to 
shower Fred with love and grow even closer. I 
am truly grateful.”

Another compassionate classmate, former 
U.S. ambassador Gregory Slayton, writes that as of 
late August “our family foundation—an all-family, 
all-Dartmouth effort—delivered more than 1.35 
million pounds of relief supplies (food, medical 
supplies, and nonlethal military aid) to our dis-
tribution partners in virtually every major city in 
eastern and southern Ukraine, such as Kharkiv, 
Odessa, Poltava.” They are one of the very few 
nongovernmental organizations consistently 
distributing directly in the war zone, where “we 
have a bunch of courageous and faithful Ukrai-
nian partners.” Next goal is to get more than 1 
million refugees through the winter. He says, 
“Not sure if any of our classmates are working on 
this crisis but would love to partner with anyone 
who wants to help.” Get in touch via Greg’s Fam-
ily First Global and the Fellowship of Fathers 
Foundation.

In holiday cheer news, Sharon Washington is 
cowriting a Broadway musical loosely based on 
Martin Scorsese’s 1977 film, New York New York, 
with David Thompson and songwriters John 
Kandar, Fred Ebb, and Lin-Manuel Miranda! 
Directed and choreographed by Susan Stroman, 
the opening night is scheduled for April of 2023, 
or mini-reunion time.

Finally, I am so sorry to report the recent loss 
of two ’81s: Patricia Ellen Gallagher, who passed 
away on May 23, and James Watson Degenhardt, 
who died July 5. Full obituaries are available 
online.

Life is short—and hard. In this season of giv-
ing, may we remember to spread compassion.
—Ann Jacobus Kordahl, P.O. Box 470443, San Fran-
cisco, CA, 94147; ajkordahl@gmail.com; Emil Mis-
kovsky, P.O. Box 2162, North Conway, NH, 03860; 
emilmiskovsky@gmail.com

82 We’ve launched our pathway to our 
next big reunion thanks to 40th re-
union co-chairs Eric Miller and Jim 

Vahey, joined by enthusiastic volunteers from 
the class. The word on the street is that it’s going 
to be epic: the music, the dancing, and of course 
the main reason why we’re gathering in Hanover 
June 15-18, 2023—to spend time with our amaz-
ing classmates. From teatime at Sanborn Library 
(thank you, Carl and Sandra Salas) to TED talks 
(Beth Johnston Stephenson, producer extraordi-
naire) you won’t want to miss a minute.

Dana Kurtz sends her best wishes to everyone 
reporting that “all is great in San Francisco” and 
she’ll be there! Kate Pesek (now Kate Roski) is 
now bicoastal. “My husband and I are living in 
Naples, Florida, in the winter and San Francisco 
in the summer. I have been working in sustain-
ability and entrepreneurship for several years 
and currently work as director of business devel-
opment for a global nonprofit called Net Impact, 
which prepares business school students for ESG 
[environmental, social, governance] careers. I’m 
also working on my golf game, with much less 
success, but it’s fun anyway. My husband is a 
very good golfer, so the game is a big part of our 
lives. I’m really looking forward to our reunion 
next year and getting reengaged with the class!”

David Eichman, now retired from the law, 
has a new gig volunteering on the West Holly-
wood, California, senior advisory board: “I am 
the youngest member by about 12 years! There 
is a movement now to stop using the term ‘se-
nior’ and replace it with ‘older adult.’ Barry and 
Phyllis Caldwell are looking at aging through a 
different lens: grapes! They’ve become wine-
makers. (Who else remembers Barry’s favorite 
expression as “fine wine”?) Alex Blumrosen wel-
comed this correspondent and Cheryl Bascomb, 
together with our spouses, while we were in Paris 
at the end of June enjoying a Dartmouth alumni 
trip focused on the African American experi-
ence in Paris during the Jazz Age. It was great 
to learn that Dartmouth students also have the 
opportunity to experience the same curriculum. 
Alex appreciated his 62nd birthday message of 
encouragement from the class officers to buy a 
lifetime senior visitor pass for the U.S. National 
Parks, sharing this comment: “Indeed will sign 
up for the National Parks Service [NPS] lifetime 
pass with thoughts of classmate Mike Kenyon, 
now retired, who worked legal for NPS for most 
of his career.”

In July Dan Gaulin spent time with Mike Berg 
and a few other ’82s: Jason Klein, Bruce Randall, 
Jon Sadick, and Steve Levitan. Dan noted, “Mike 
reminded us of the reunion next year and all of 
us who were at the 35th are definitely going to 
the 40th. The TED talks were a huge hit with 
us.” The messages your class co-secretaries send 
celebrating classmates’ birthdays often lead to 
humorous comments, such as this quip from Tom 
Burack: “My barber gave me an early gift yester-
day that will keep on giving—a senior citizen 
discount!” Keep on laughing, everyone! 
—Jenny Chandler Hauge, 3506 Idaho Ave., NW, 
Washington, DC 20016; jchandlerhauge@gmail.
com; David Eichman, 9004 Wonderland Ave., Los 
Angeles, CA 90046; dme4law@sbcglobal.net 
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DA I S Y  A L P E R T  F LO R I N  ’ 9 5
My Last Innocent Year: A Novel

“Remarkable, unputdownable, brilliant.”—Joanna 
Rako� , author of My Salinger Year. An incisive, 
deeply resonant debut novel about a nonconsensual 
sexual encounter that propels one woman’s fi nal 
semester at an elite New England college into 
controversy and chaos—and into an ill-advised 
a� air with a married professor. Publishing Feb. 2023.

R I C K  G E R A R D I  ’ 74
If Not Us...

Night terrors have seized Eric Russo’s sleep 
and are disrupting his life.  Hypnosis is the 
path to uncover the underlying trauma of 
his nocturnal episodes.  The sessions open 
a portal to a past-life narrative of a Colonial 
militiaman which may explain his torment 
and ultimately, a more engaged life.   

S A M U E L  C .  F LO R M A N  ’ 4 6 ,  T U ’ 7 3
The Civilized Engineer

Samuel C. Florman draws on more than 50 
years of civil engineering and professional 
writing to bring what The New York Times 
Book Review calls “beautiful clarity” to guide 
readers on an exploration of engineering 
ethics and how time transformed them.  

F R A N C I S  Y.  B A R E L  T U ’ 0 5
A Thousand Doors: A Thriller

In the near future, teleportation is ubiquitous. 
Dr. Henry Becker is the world’s leading 
oncologist, teleporting tumors out of his 
patients. But when the police fi nd a body, killed 
by weaponized teleportation, they call Henry. 
He will have to solve this, before his daughter 
teleports to the moon. 

G E O R G E  L E D E C  ’ 8 0 
Greening the Wind: Environmental 
and Social Considerations for Wind 

Power Development
Despite its lack of greenhouse gas emissions, wind 
power kills birds and bats while signifi cantly altering 
natural and rural landscapes. This authoritative 
guidebook explains how best to mitigate these 
adverse environmental and social impacts.

M A R T I N  L I O N  A R O N S O N  ’ 5 5 
Full Courtroom Press

This Boston-based courtroom drama focuses 
on a love a� air between priest and nun that 
erodes into near suicide. The book’s hero 
also juggles a custody battle with head-
spinning twists and turns. Learn how a lawyer 
strategizes for trial.  A page-turner!
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83 Many of our classmates were and are 
involved in live theater. For the last 
seven years Kelly Fowler Hunter has 

served as board president of New York Theatre 
Workshop (NYTW), an off-Broadway theater 
known for sending shows to Broadway and Tony- 
and Pulitzer-winning fame. NYTW is where 
Rent originated and shows such as Hadestown 
and others had their N.Y.C. premieres. Fun fact: 
Hadestown was workshopped at Dartmouth dur-
ing a NYTW summer residency. Kelly became 
involved with NYTW through Dartmouth; she is 
also a trustee of the Hopkins Center and in the 
summer of 2011 the Hop’s director introduced 
her to the NYTW team in Hanover for its annual 
residency. Kelly writes that leading a theater 
during the pandemic has been a monumental 
challenge. She and her board have worked to 
preserve staff jobs without one single furlough 
and support artists and engage donors. They 
have also navigated the industry-wide social 
justice reckoning. Kelly writes that NYTW has 
survived and is stronger and more inclusive, 
producing exciting seasons once again. One 
of their more anticipated upcoming produc-
tions—Stephen Sondheim’s Merrily We Roll 
Along—will appear on NYTW’s stage in De-
cember and January and star none other than 
Daniel Radcliffe. Classmates should keep an 
eye out for a special Dartmouth-on-location 
event: Seats have been blocked for the Janu-
ary 7, 2023, evening performance and a pre-
performance talk by Dartmouth’s professor of 
music and Sondheim expert Steve Swayne. I 
(Elliot) can vouch for Kelly’s experience, as I 
am a board member of Steppenwolf Theater 
Company in Chicago. The pandemic has seri-
ously challenged theater companies, but it has 
also pushed them to embrace new technology. 
Virtual performances and programming have 
expanded audiences exponentially and made 
theater available to previously unserved and 
underserved audiences. Beth Wagshul Besen 
was very happy to see N.Y.C. theater re-open. 
In early 2020 she and her daughter had tickets 
for Six: The Musical, but before they could see 
it theaters everywhere closed due to the pan-
demic. After the lights of Broadway turned on 
again, Beth and her daughter repurchased tick-
ets and enjoyed the show and appreciated on 
many levels being able to see theater in-person 
again. Connie Craig enjoyed her theater experi-
ence at Dartmouth and was saddened to hear 
about the recent passing of Dartmouth alum 
David Birney ’61, with whom she worked in 
Richard III at the Dartmouth summer reper-
tory program our freshman summer. Connie 
describes David as passionate about theater—he 
frequently returned to the stage between tele-
vision roles. Connie also writes that professor 
Errol Hill’s discipline, respect, and professional 
approach to play production has served her well. 
One of Connie’s favorite college memories was 
a drama department trip to see Othello at the 
Boston Conservatory Theatre because it was a 
compelling, riveting production, and Professor 
Hill arranged for a private backstage meeting 
with stars James Earl Jones and Christopher 
Plummer. Susie Donovan and her sisters (also 

Dartmouth grads) recently took their parents 
to see A Beautiful Noise, the new musical about 
Neil Diamond, for their mother’s 90th birthday. 
—Elliot Stultz, 421 West Melrose St., #8A, Chicago, 
IL 60657; elliotstultz@yahoo.com; Shanta Sul-
livan, 1541 North Sierra Bonita Ave., Los Angeles, 
CA 90046; shantaesullivan@gmail.com

84 By the time you see this column, dear 
reader, most of you will have turned 
the big 6-0 and we will be months 

away from our 40th reunion. I wasn’t a math 
major but even I know that the numbers don’t 
add up. When we meet on June 15-18, 2023, it 
will only be 39 years since we graduated, but 
alas, that’s when our grouping gathers with the 
’82s and ’83s.

Many wonderful classmates will return for 
reunion, including Eric Redwine, who recently 
shared his story with us: “After Dartmouth I 
went to University of Texas Law School, had a 
successful legal career, and got married. After 
20 years my wife passed away in 2009, which 
kicked my latent alcoholism into high gear. I 
got to rehab in 2011 and salvaged my pretty 
successful legal career for another five years. 
Then, in 2016, my best friend and sponsor died 
suddenly and I had a horrific relapse. My career 
was a shadow of what it had been. It got so bad I 
even stopped reading the alumni magazine for 
a while, because I couldn’t stand reading all the 
success stories.

“Then, just when I was getting things back 
together, I got hit by Covid and another relapse 
in November 2020. I spent six months in and 
out of hospitals and nearly died several times. 
Not only did that wreck my physical health, but 
it also greatly aggravated what had been some 
manageable mental health problems I have 
struggled with almost my whole life. There is 
still a lot I can’t do—work, drive, and live alone 
are probably the three biggest ones.

“But I didn’t write to share a tale of woe, 
but rather one of hope. Through all this, my 
faith increased, I found new ways to improvise 
and do things I never had to do before and make 
friends with many people I would have never 
given the time of day before. I have nine beautiful 
grandchildren and, my special pride and joy, a 
great-granddaughter now.

“Dartmouth was probably an accelerant 
(not a cause) of my problem drinking, but almost 
everything else there was positive for me. I miss 
it a lot. I didn’t make the 35th, but I hope I can 
make the 40th. To quote my favorite statesman, 
the immortal Sir Winston Churchill: ‘Never, 
ever give up.’ I didn’t. And Dartmouth helped 
teach me that.”

If you run into Laurie Kretchmar at reunion, 
make sure that you’ve read her debut how-to 
book, Tweet This! How to Use Twitter to Amplify 
Your Brand! Laurie says that if you’re making 
movies, giving talks, writing books, attending 
conferences, Twitter’s a good place to be. Fans, 
classmates, and potential clients are out there 
and want to know what you’re up to (really). 
The book is a practical guide for busy people 
who want to leverage Twitter to amplify their 
brands, companies, and causes.

Hanover is far away for many, but if Kaya 
Kazmirci can fly in from Istanbul for reunion, 
so can you!  
—Juliet Aires Giglio, 47 Chestnut St., Sag Harbor, 
NY 11963; julietgiglio@gmail.com; Eric Grubman, 
2 Fox Den Way, Woodbridge, CT 06525; (203) 
710-7933; grubman@sbcglobal.net

85 As I write this column, I’m thinking 
about my daughter’s wedding this 
weekend and the toast I’ve prepared. 

It got me wondering about the most important 
words I’ve ever written. Before anyone exclaims, 
“It’s your columns in the alumni magazine,” let 
me disavow that notion, though thank you if 
you thought that. Maybe it is this wedding toast, 
maybe the eulogy at my dad’s funeral. Perhaps it 
was my Dartmouth application, as that path has 
certainly had a major influence on my life, or it 
was learning to write in the first place. Maybe 
it was signing the marriage license for me and 
Cindy or the hospital discharge papers for our 
kids. What were the most important words 
you’ve written?

While you ponder that, let me offer my 
thanks to co-secretary Rebecca Osborne for 
constantly mining for and sharing nuggets of 
classmate news, such as the note she received 
from Scott Borek, who wrote: “I recently attended 
the 20th annual ‘Big Chill,’ a Heorot group that’s 
reunited on the Cape [Massachusetts] each June 
for a long weekend. This year saw Michael Oes-
terlin, Harry Bourque, John Early, Rick Massey, Troy 
Miksen, Chip Kuzborski, Mike Reilly, Bob Jangro, 
Tom Norton, Andy Daniels, Mark Goggin, Bo Beatty, 
Tim Coughlin, and me make the trek. Conversa-
tions have changed through the years, as have 
the sleeping patterns, but the one thing that has 
never changed is the tremendous bond between 
us, which Dartmouth gave to all of us.” For your 
reading pleasure, check out the Merrimack Col-
lege athletic staff website chronicling Scott’s 
hockey journey.

Also shared was the news that Doug Fulton 
is running for the Minnesota Senate. Though 
I’m not certain of Doug’s platform, let’s hope it 
includes respectful and open dialog, kindness 
toward others, and lots of common sense. More 
details available on Facebook and elsewhere. 

I also caught up recently with Ron denBro-
eder, who is the one individual where our living 
proximity has the greatest inverse relationship 
to the number of times we’ve connected in per-
son—Detroit natives, Dartmouth classmates, 
and now Philly residents for 20-plus years. I told 
Ron that I hope it’s not another 37 years before 
I see him again, although that would speak to a 
healthy life, I guess. Thanks to Ron for sharing 
this update: “I am still with Land Rover, pursuing 
an interesting side hustle in financial services 
(top secret), riding my motorcycle—photos and 
videos on request—and watching my third kid, 
Mackie (15), grow up fast. My daughters moved 
to Brooklyn after Barnard so we’re up there all 
the time visiting. Any ’85s in Bushwick or Park 
Slope? Let’s do Sunday brunch.”

Ron shared some awesome updates about 
other classmates, but, alas, word count limits 
mean I must share those details with Rebecca 

for the next column. After all, sharing is what 
being a co-secretary is all about. As a teaser, 
though, be prepared to hear about Mark, Noel, 
Anne, Sarah, and Sally.

Keep writing and reading!
—John MacManus, 188 Ringwood Road, Rosemont, 
PA 19010; (610) 525-4541; slampong@aol.com; 
Rebecca Blake Osborne, 42 Olive St., Newbury-
port, MA 01950; (603) 381-4164; rosborne29@
comcast.net 

87 Hello, fellow ’87s! 
In June Dartmouth celebrated 

the 50th anniversary of Title IX with 
a cruise of Boston Harbor for Dartmouth female 
athletes. Julie (Park) Hubble, Deb (Rowe) Marchi-
ony, Susan Murray, Chris (Schutz) Brownell, and 
Laurie Lopes were all there. As Julie observed, 
“Those of you women who were varsity athletes 
back in the 1980s know that you really were a 
pioneer. Happy 50th birthday to Title IX and 
Dartmouth coeducation!”

I heard recently from Sean Abbott, who 
shared news of his next chapter: “I seek help 
from the collective wisdom of 1987. My mother 
died recently (and suddenly: Covid), my kids are 
grown, and my passion for Manhattan is not 
what it was. I can do the work of a book editor 
and ghost writer wherever, so I plan to take up, 
for a time, a life of wandering. I am not talking 
Nomadland—unless I am. I really don’t know the 
first thing. And I would appreciate learning of 
the relatively recent experiences of any ’87 who 
has lived deliberately in this way, for however 
long: no fixed address, following the rise and fall 
of the less-traveled road. I remain to this day an 
avid long-distance cyclist (as in bicycle—the 
human-powered kind), but I would never say 
no to an accommodating tramp steamer if such 
still exists. I will welcome encouragement and 
admonition at historicnews@protonmail.com.”

As of this writing, I am excitedly looking for-
ward to attending our in-person “Off the Green” 
class reunion in Chicago on September 15-18. 
I’ll post a recap next time.

Send me news about what you or your class-
mates have been up to!
—Lisa Snyder, 430 Ward St., Newton, MA, 02459; 
dartmouth87classnews@gmail.com

88 Greetings, ’88s.
This December will mark one 

year since we lost our classmate 
Scott Evans. Since his passing there have been 
many tributes to and remembrances of Scott, 
noting his impressive accomplishments, nu-
merous leadership roles, and impact near and 
far. In this column I am honored to share with 
you some personal reflections on Scott from 
Dave Zipps and Andy Winslow, who were close 
to him and whose words, I believe, can give us 
all some thoughts to ponder about how we live 
our lives.

From Dave: “My wife, Jennifer, and I were 
in Denver in late May for the memorial service 
for Scott Evans. Family and friends gathered at 
a clubhouse by a reservoir on a Saturday after-
noon. It had snowed overnight, but the sun was 
breaking through the clouds as we started and 
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the snow was beginning to melt, which made 
for some beautiful views from the rooms. Scott 
had coached a minister’s son in lacrosse and he 
and the minister became friends. The minister 
led the ceremony and did a really nice job. Five 
of us spoke: his sister, Lisa; his son, Brendan; a 
friend from Denver since his childhood days; 
a bandmate and friend from Charlottesville, 
Virginia; and me. As we shared our memories 
there was some laughter and some tears and 
reminders of how it felt to spend time in the 
company of one of the most vibrant, authentic, 
and decent persons we have known. After the 
service the wife of one of Scott’s friends men-
tioned that Scott and her husband both loved the 
Toadies’ cover of ‘Someone Great.’ I find myself 
listening to that song often these days, and if you 
were a friend of Scott’s or spent time with him 
or danced to the music of NRO on a Saturday 
night give it a listen. It’s a great soundtrack to 
remember him by.” 

From Andy: “Scott, Derek Pew, Brian Fusonie, 
and I came together in the fall of our freshman 
year to form NRO (‘Put an NRO on your week-
end’), which we changed to The Option our 
junior year (we had visions of a reach beyond 
Dartmouth). As Scott told us in 2018, life is nei-
ther easy nor glamorous, and the same applied 
at Dartmouth. Practices had disagreements, 
with fights about who got to sing what for lead 
and backup. (Scott got Petty’s ‘Breakdown’ and 
Talking Heads’ ‘Life During Wartime,’ among 
others.) Once Scott almost missed a gig due to 
a hand injury from a fight he lost with a park-
ing meter behind Baker Library. Scott, like the 
rest of us, was figuring out his way through life. 
Back then, as in the June 2018 reunion, he was 
living life ‘where his feet met the sand.’ Thank 
you, Scotty, for always being real.”
—Tory Woodin Chavey, 128 Steele Road, West 
Hartford, CT 06119; dartmouth88classnotes@
gmail.com

89 I’m writing this in August, but by 
the time it comes out I will have 
been commuting from Bentonville, 

Arkansas, for my work in Walmart marketing 
back and forth to Redondo Beach, California. 
I figured commuting was better than moving 
the family during my younger daughter’s senior 
year in high school—I didn’t want the That Dad 
Award. I brought my mountain bike thanks to 
Winnie DelliQuadri, who told me how she and her 
son road-tripped to Bentonville to go mountain 
biking from Steamboat—yep, it’s that good.

David Hammond recently shared in our class 
officers meeting about our class service project—
planting wildflowers on campus and around the 
Upper Valley. David shared, “There are currently 
11 sites around the Upper Valley—five around 
campus, downtown Hanover, three in the Old 
Dartmouth cemetery, a big hillside at the or-
ganic farm, and one at a White River Junction, 
Vermont, elementary school. The 11th site will 
be planted this fall at Anonymous Hall. If you go 
to Dartmouthservice.org you can see a Google 
map and images of the sites already planted.” It’s 
a great service project for our class that David 
spearheaded and leaves a lasting mark on the 

campus for our class. Take a look!
Neil Abramson played football at Dartmouth 

and now his son, Parrish ’26, will be as well—also 
under Coach Buddy Teevens ’79 and also as a de-
fensive back! Back at the end of August Neil said, 
“Very excited for my son. We’re taking him up 
next week and looks like I’ll be visiting campus 
a bit more in the next four years.”

I also talked with Andy Wells, who shared, 
“My wife, Loey, and I moved to Alexandria, Vir-
ginia, three years ago, and I’m a director of the 
advanced manufacturing program at the Nation-
al Science Foundation, making tens of millions 
of dollars in grants to people doing fundamental 
research on everything from semiconductors to 
3-D printing to metal cutting. Loey is starting up 
a business as a personal coach, and our daughter 
lives nearby in D.C., where she’s a Congress and 
politics reporter at USA Today. I’ve been happy 
to see Tim Burdick a couple of times in the past 
year, as he’s traveled here for meetings from his 
home in Lyme, New Hampshire, where he and 
his wife, Kristin, are doctors at DHMC. I’ve also 
(virtually) run into Sarah Konrad at work, since 
she’s building scientific research communities 
in Wyoming when she’s not skiing, biking, or 
making beautiful art.”

If you’re on Facebook, sometimes you get 
random instant messages from friends that you 
realize didn’t come from them. Such a message 
appeared to come from Cathy Lee, and I reached 
out to her on email to let her know. Cathy said, 
“There are positives in getting hacked. I heard 
from you and Betsy Heafitz, whom I haven’t talk-
ed to in ages. We’re hoping to get together later 
this summer when she comes back to Massachu-
setts to visit with family. So there’s a silver lin-
ing! I’m almost an empty nester. I switched to a 
different investment advisory firm late last year. 
I’m mostly remote, enjoying the work and the 
people. My oldest is adulting in New York City. 
He’s a theater lighting person hoping to work 
his way up to being a theater lighting designer 
one day. My youngest is a rising senior at UMass 
Amherst studying mechanical engineering.”

So the next time you see what looks like a 
spam message on Facebook, email your class-
mate to let them know and catch up. And you 
never have to wait for a suspected spam from 
me to let me know your news. Happy holidays!
—Ned Ward, 2104 Graham Ave., #B, Redondo 
Beach, CA 90278; ned@nedorama.com

91 Happy fall, ’91s! As I write this, I’m 
feeling melancholy as my daughter 
is headed to college. To cheer up, I’ve 

been thinking about freshman fall and going on 
my freshman trip, where I mastered the kayak 
rollover with Beth Morin and Jay Wilkins (whose 
daughter is now a freshman trip leader) and we 
all learned the “Salty Dog Rag.” Are you in touch 
with your freshman buddies? If so, let me know 
what you all are doing.

I know what Aileen Yingst is doing—earlier 
this year she was named to head the Mars Hand 
Lens Imager (MAHLI) instrument on the Mars 
rover Curiosity. It’s like a “version of the mag-
nifying hand lens that geologists usually carry 
with them into the field” and provides scientists 

with closeup views (think individual grains) of 
Martian rocks. Aileen has worked on the MAHLI 
project since 2005.

In other cool news, Brett Haber “will serve 
as on official ambassador and voice of the Inter-
national Tennis Hall of Fame” and San Antonio 
[Texas] Zoo’s assistant director of veterinary 
care, Dr. Tarah Hadley, was named one of five 
finalists for the Hero Veterinarian, a national 
award to honor veterinarians “dedicated to the 
betterment of the health and welfare of animals 
and the promotion of the human-animal bond.” 
Good luck, Tarah, I cast my vote!

Colin Stretch has a new role in the legal 
world. He recently joined the D.C. office of 
Latham & Watkins as of counsel, “with a fo-
cus on the public company representation and 
emerging companies’ practices.” In addition to 
his role at the firm, Colin will continue to teach 
at Columbia Law School.

And Shary Taylor Gentry is living in Dallas 
and working on her memoir, All He Wants for 
Christmas Is an Easter Basket, about her experi-
ences as an autism mom. Shari writes, “My kids 
could not be more different. My daughter is a 
third-year student at Harvard Law School. If 
anyone from our class has a child on the autism 
spectrum or suggestions on how to go about get-
ting my book published, I would love to connect.”

Finally, Catherine (Huse) Crow reports that 
she spent the first 31 days of the summer on a 
cross-country road trip in an electric car with 
her husband, Preston, and their son, Mason. She 
says, “8,000 miles later, we are home safely with 
nothing but praise for our Tesla Model 3, the 
beauty and grandeur of our country (especially 
the national parks), Disneyland, and, best of 
all, meeting up with Lucia (Kubiatowski) Glunz 
in Chicago! She and her lovely family brought 
us to the Bean, took us for deep-dish pizza, and 
turned us on to Sprinkles cupcakes. It was a 
wonderful time!”

Deb Van Winkle Dulsky and Josie Sandler win 
awards as the first ’91s to take me up on my of-
fer to meet up in Vermont. In both cases, we 
had a blast.

I hope to hear from more of you.
—Tracey Cushing Gilliam, P.O. Box 613, Winhall, VT 
05340; (917) 951-1472; tragilliam1@gmail.com

92 Greetings from your new co-secre-
tary, John McWilliams. I look forward 
to helping secretary Kelly Shriver 

Kolln with the Class Notes and reconnecting 
with all of you ’92s. I live in Dallas and was 
sorry to miss our 30th reunion to attend my 
daughter’s graduation in Scotland. I heard it 
was quite the event. This summer Dartmouth 
also held a belated graduation for the class of 
2020. Several of our classmates are parents of 
’20s and we received some reflections from that 
Covid-impacted class.

Lauren Drazen’s son, Noah ’20, reports that 
his senior Covid year “certainly was not a typi-
cal senior spring, but I got to see my friends in 
outdoor gatherings.” Noah and his classmates 
had an “anticlimactic” virtual graduation in 
June 2020. He spent the following year in Ha-
nover getting his master’s in public health at 

the Dartmouth Institute. Now he is consultant 
for Optum in Minneapolis. “Dartmouth kept 
its promise and provided a really fun weekend 
in early August this year. I sang with my band, 
Shark, Saturday night and connected with my 
classmates for a two-year graduation and re-
union weekend,” he wrote.

Thomas J. Chon, M.D., F.A.C.E., writes that 
his son, Christopher ’20, also participated in the 
Commencement ceremony a few weeks ago. His 
wife, Grace, and he, along with their younger 
son, Alexander, had a great time in Hanover. “It 
was especially even more memorable knowing 
that it has been 30 years since I graduated from 
Dartmouth.”

Christopher wrote, “I enjoyed my time at 
Dartmouth where I studied human-centered 
design and government and took full advantage 
of the trails, river, and bike routes by joining the 
triathlon team. Abruptly leaving Dartmouth due 
to Covid was difficult, especially with not be-
ing able to say goodbye to everyone and getting 
my initial job offer rescinded due to the global 
economic strain. I spent two years as a product 
designer at Apple and will soon be at Mirror, a 
fitness device startup acquired by Lululemon. I 
am living in San Francisco with two other ’20s 
and have been enjoying living on the opposite 
coast from where I grew up originally.”

Pilot Rob Koreman missed the graduation of 
daughter Samantha ’20 at the beginning of the 
month because he had to fly. His wife, Lynne 
Cohen Koreman ’90, attended and said it was a 
great event: “The graduates had a cross between 
a graduation and their first reunion, which I 
understand was well run and a lot fun for them. 
We watched Sam ‘graduate’ from our couch in 
Florida the first time. She finally got to wear her 
cap and gown and she was, in a word, happy. Sam 
just finished her second year of a Ph.D. program 
in political theory at UVA. While she loves it, 
Hanover is still her happy place. It definitely 
runs in the family!”
—John L. McWilliams IV, 7429 Marquette St., Dal-
las, TX 75225; Kelly Shriver Kolln, 3900 Cottage 
Grove Ave. SE, Cedar Rapids, IA 52403; (920) 
306-2192; dartmouth92news@gmail.com

93 Class of ’93s, you are some astound-
ing individuals! Peter Kuechle, our 
beloved Alumni Council representa-

tive, biked in the Pan-Mass Challenge (PMC) 
in honor and memory of the people in his life 
who have been touched by cancer. His neighbor 
posted, “How lucky am I to have such amazing 
neighbors and friends who think about me at 
one of the most difficult times in my life. Peter 
rode and completed the Pan-Mass challenge ride 
from Boston to Provincetown (160-plus miles) 
in record-breaking heat in memory of special 
people he knew who lost their battle to cancer 
and in honor of me, who is currently fighting this 
disease. The PMC’s mission is to raise funds for 
cancer research and treatment at Dana-Farber 
Cancer Institute.” 

Tracey (Pettengill) Turner is the founder and 
chairman of Copia Global (copiaglobal.com), 
which provides “e-commerce for 750 million 
middle- to low-income Africans.” The company 
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with partner Jenny and his two kids, Jackson 
and Charlotte. Josh has been in venture capital 
since 2004 and leads a company called Thresh-
old Ventures, an active investor at the Series A 
stage with five funds under management. His 
favorite college memories? “Great friends, long 
walks from the River Cluster to, well, really any-
where was a long walk from the River Cluster. 
Zeta Psi from sophomore to senior year. Great 
games of Magic: The Gathering with Naval Ravi-
kant late into the night. Teaching snowboarding 
at the Dartmouth Skiway.”

Nadia Bowers fondly remembers “taking Af-
rican dance classes at Collis, rowing and rugby 
(briefly), being a part of the Untamed Shrews, 
foreign study program to France, my Tucker 
fellowship at Rosie’s Place in Boston, lots of 
dancing, stellar friends, getting deep in nature 
within minutes, working at Rosie’s coffee shop, 
discovering my love for theater.” She is a profes-
sional actor, working mostly in theater, with 
some television and film. She’s also a writer and 
her piece, “Dear Dealer” was featured on This 
American Life in 2018.

Davis and Katie (Woodcock) Kitchel still live 
in the Upper Valley, where they are raising their 
three boys, Owen, Liam, and Sebastian, who 
are busy with theater, speed skating, mountain 
biking, Nordic skiing, music, and rowing. Davis 
is a cofounder of Strava (strava.com), an on-
line network where runners and cyclists can 
record their activities, compare performance, 
and compete with their community. He wrote 
the prototype while in Hanover and Provence, 
France. Davis’ favorite memory of college is 
rowing, “specifically winning Eastern Sprints 
twice and trips to Royal Henley Regatta with 
the team.”

Rowing also ranks high among Hillary 
(Agnew) Cecil’s college memories, particularly 
rowing on the Connecticut River at dawn. She 
also enjoyed running around Occom Pond, vol-
leyball and basketball games with her Kappa 
Kappa Gamma sisters, and her study sessions 
(and naps) in the Tower Room and Sanborn. 
Soon after graduation Hilary moved to Denver 
and never left. “After teaching middle school 
English for several years, I moved into publish-
ing and then went to business school for my 
M.B.A., where I met my husband, Adam. We 
have four amazing kids ages 9-16, two Berne-
doodles, and a travel trailer, which we took on 
two separate six-week sabbaticals through many 
of the national parks when the kids were little. 
Still enjoying increasingly crowded Colorado 
and all our friends here, although we fantasize 
about a slower pace and easier access to all 
things outdoors in my home state of Montana. 
Maybe someday. For now, life is good!”

Shameem Abassy and her husband, Imtiaz 
Javed, live in Edgewater, Illinois, with their two 
children, Aydin and Zarah. Shameem’s favorite 
memories are “from my time spent in Berlin and 
London during my two foreign study programs. 
I also remember fondly the excitement of mak-
ing lifelong friends my freshman year. I spent 
countless hours senior year in the basement 
of the Hop’s practice rooms at all hours of the 
day and night.”
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94 Hi, ’94s! Thank you for sharing your 
news with me during the past few 
months! I have several interesting 

stories and nuggets to pass along.
Amy Nevin emailed me about a Seattle cel-

ebration for Deb Hafermann Brandt and shared a 
handful of fantastic photos. A slew of Dartmouth 
’94s convened this past May to ring in Deb’s 
milestone birthday with a 1980s icon-themed 
50th party, crazy costumes, live music, and 
loads of familiar faces. Amy writes, “The eve-
ning kicked off with live music featuring fellow 
Dartmouth bandmates Jim Lewin ’93 on drums 
and vocals, Jeff Olson ’95 on guitar, and Deb on 
keyboards. Deb’s local band, featuring Aly Ryder 
Burks ’02 on vocals, then took the stage to finish 
out the epic night.”

Amy shared some pictures of the charis-
matic group sporting some impressive costumes. 
Solid Gold dancers included Sheila Bassiri Ahmed 
and husband Riz Ahmed ’92, Jane Eckels, Sarah 
Power Berglund, Liz York, Martha Kiddoo Krieg, and 
Darcey Forbes Bartel. Other party goers donned 
other garish 1980s trends, such as leg warmers, 
acid jeans, big hair, and neon colors.

Amy enjoyed reconnecting with lots of 
classmates and Dartmouth alums from other 
classes. She shared that “also rocking out in 
attendance were Jeff Battema, Dawn Matthews, 
Stacy Smith Branca, Jen Suhie Hagelston, Randy 
Tennant, Liz Berger Friedman, Jordan Friedman, 
Marion Shonn Dorer, Jen Dirksen Archer, Katie 
Bain Eskridge ’93, Bill Bunker ’90, and John 
Murchinson ’91. All look forward to bringing 
their electrifying moves to the dance floor in 
Hanover at the next reunion.”

I learned that classmate and renowned 
sports and entertainment attorney Tyrone Thom-
as has recently joined Holland & Knight as a 
partner in its Washington, D.C., office. Tyrone 
came to the firm from Mintz Levin, where he 
was a partner in the sports and entertainment 
practice. Tyrone’s name is nationally recognized 
in both collegiate and professional athletics, and 
he represents and advises executives on employ-
ment, consulting, and executive compensation 
agreements. He is a legal analyst for cross-in-
dustry news outlets such as The New York Times, 
ESPN, Forbes, Bloomberg, Sports Illustrated, The 
Chronicle of Higher Education, Sports Business 
Journal, and University Business.

Keep me in the loop with your news, and 
I’ll continue to pass the information to our 
classmates.
—Laura Hardegree Davis, 520 Meadowlark Lane, 
Brentwood, TN 37027; lauradavis723@mac.com

95 Well, with our 25th reunion finally 
in the books, our 25th reunion book 
is now complete. I hope you enjoy 

perusing the digital pages and seeing what our 
classmates are up to and what they remember 
most affectionately from our time at Dartmouth. 
Remember, you can also use it to search out our 
classmates, so whether you want to find your 
fellow lacrosse players or see who else works in 
marketing, the reunion book is a great resource. 
Here are a few stories from its pages.

Josh Stein lives in Menlo Park, California, 

was recently featured at Forbes.com with an ar-
ticle highlighting the compelling journey from 
need to solution. Tracey began the company in 
2010 and “to date, they have served 1.6 million 
customers through 30,000 collection points.” 
It is a wonderful piece detailing an innovative 
solution to a longstanding problem.

Bobby Sepucha shared on LinkedIn: “I am 
thrilled beyond words to join my colleagues at 
Fresenius Health Partners and InterWell Health 
on the next step in our journey to help people 
with kidney disease live their best lives. I am 
incredibly proud of everything we have done at 
Cricket Health, and I am very excited to build 
on that foundation of success at the new Inter-
Well Health.” He and his wife, Karen (Cushing) 
Sepucha, live in Concord, Massachusetts, with 
their family.

Bill Lapcevia currently works for NS1 (ns1.
com), which describes itself as “the world’s lead-
ing platform for smart network control.” Bill re-
cently wrote an article that was picked up by 
Channel Futures titled “Don’t Get Buried in a 
Cloud Marketplace” The article provides recom-
mendations “to learn why cloud marketplace 
partnership is valuable to customers.” 

Next, Jay Decker messaged that he had start-
ed painting in the last year and a half. He has a 
website, www.jaydeckerart.com, featuring his 
impressionist works that showcases his terrific 
talent and clear passion for the work.

Shana Smith posted a photo with Abby Wild-
man Konopasky stating that they “traveled around 
the former Soviet Union together on a Dartmouth 
exchange but hadn’t seen each other since gradu-
ation. So great to finally catch up this morning in 
Silver Spring, Maryland!”

Shana also gave a shoutout to Kate Gaert-
ner for her sustainability consultancy business, 
Triple Win Advisory (triplewinadvisory.com). 
Its stated mission is to “help build sustainable, 
stakeholder-centric, value-based, innovative, 
and resilient companies.” Kate is also the author 
of Planting a Seed and conducts sustainability 
workshops.

Finally, I opened an email from Andrew 
Weber and laughed out loud. “Here’s what I’ve 
been up to lately: I’ve seen a million faces—and 
I’ve rocked them all!” In addition to providing 
entertainment, he and his wife orchestrated an 
incredible bike-packing trip in Europe with their 
two sons and extended family. Their Facebook 
updates were awe-inspiring, as were the pic-
tures that accompanied Andrew’s post, saying, 
“Cashed in a Christmas gift to check the Tellu-
ride Via Ferrata off the bucket list. A perfect day 
out in the mountains with some real moments 
of exposure and fear.”

I’m hoping to see these inspiring classmates 
and many, many more of you at our 30th reunion, 
which is June 16-18, 2023! In honor of this mile-
stone, please email Dwight or me your favorite 
senior spring memories—we know there are 
some good ones out there!
—Natalie Weidener Kupinsky, 9733 Beman Woods 
Way, Potomac, MD 20854; natalie.weidener.      
kupinsky.93@dartmouth.edu; Dwight Fenton, 200 
E 72nd St., Apt. 20K, New York City, NY 10021; 
dwight.e.fenton.93@dartmouth.edu

Find more at dartmouth.bright.crowd.
com/1995. Keep your news coming!
—Kaja (Schuppert) Fickes, 2 Bishops Lane, Hing-
ham, MA 02043; kaja.k.fickes.95@dartmouth.edu

96 As the summer comes to an end, 
our class finds itself having had a 
massively successful (albeit slightly 

off-schedule) reunion in late July; hundreds of 
classmates were able to make their way home to 
Hanover and celebrate 26 years as alumni and 
30 years since we became part of the Dartmouth 
family. While the group milestones are signifi-
cant, the end of this summer also brings with it 
some massive professional shifts for a few ’96s.

In particularly exciting career change 
news and almost immediately after his visit to 
Hanover for reunion, Joey Hood was called to 
Washington, D.C., for his confirmation hearing 
before the U.S. Senate Foreign Relations Com-
mittee. President Biden formally nominated him 
in late May to be the U.S. ambassador to Tunisia. 
N.H. Sen. Jeanne Shaheen formally introduced 
his confirmation. 

Our classmates in academia seem to have 
had a particularly busy summer of transition 
as well! After 11 years at St. Louis University, 
Miriam Cherry is now a professor of law and fac-
ulty director of the St. John’s Law School Cen-
ter for Labor and Employment Law in Queens, 
New York. She and her husband, Lucas Amodio, 
recently purchased a house in Larchmont, New 
York, and are looking forward to being back on 
the East Coast!

Betsy Miller continues to develop the next 
generation of legal scholars. “I’m excited to join 
the adjunct faculty at Harvard Law School this 
fall, when I’ll be teaching a new course: ‘Polari-
ties: The Power of Both/And in Law and Leader-
ship.’ ” Betsy, who continues her 14-year practice 
as chair for the public client practice for Cohen 
Milstein Sellers & Toll PLLC has previously 
been an adjunct professor at Georgetown Uni-
versity focusing on coursework in negotiation 
and settlement theory, mediation advocacy, and 
conflict management.

Erika Meitner also shared news of an exciting 
move. “After 15 terrific years at Virginia Tech, 
I’m thrilled to say that I’ll be joining the Eng-
lish department at the University of Wisconsin-
Madison this fall as a professor and director of 
the M.F.A. [program] in creative writing with 
these poetry luminaries!”

After seven years at the University of New 
England, Holly Parker set sail for a new adven-
ture as the new director at the Bowdoin College 
Schiller Coastal Studies Center (SCSC). The 
118-acre research facility is located 13 miles 
from the main Bowdoin campus on Casco Bay, 
Maine. In her new role, she will set long-term 
vision for the SCSC within the Bowdoin com-
munity and through external partnerships with 
other educational institutions, nonprofits, and 
industry partners.

One classmate also declared his intention 
for a desired job change: On July 13 Matt Wilt-
shire formally launched his campaign to become 
the next mayor of Nashville, Tennessee—with 
a focus on affordable housing and prioritiza-
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506 ON THE RIVER INN
Minutes from Woodstock Village, this award-

winning boutique is recognized for its beautiful 
balance of casual elegance and rustic charm. The 
45-room & suite hotel offers a country breakfast, 
indoor pool, hot tub & sauna, game rooms, spa-
cious grounds, as well as the 506 Bistro & Bar, 

serving a locally inspired & seasonal menu, and 
selection of carefully selected wines, microbrews, 

and crafted cocktails. (802) 457-5000; 
1653 West Woodstock Road, Woodstock, VT;  

reservations@ontheriverwoodstock.com;  
www.ontheriverwoodstock.com.

MOUNTAIN VIEW B&B 
Norwich, Vermont; Hanover 4 miles.

Cozy, 150 acres, pond, trails, private bathrooms,
Wi-Fi/AC, 4 bedrooms, $160-$300/night/BR.

(603) 667-7791, ajbajb111@gmail.com.

WOODSTOCK INN & RESORT
Located in idyllic Woodstock, Vermont, the 
Woodstock Inn & Resort defines country

sophistication in one of New England’s most 
charming and popular year-round vacation

destinations. The 142-room, AAA Four Diamond 
Resort and member of Preferred Hotels & Resorts,
offers award-winning dining in two restaurants, a 
Robert Trent Jones Sr. 18-hole golf course, Alpine 
& Nordic skiing, Orvis Fly-fishing, Athletic Club 

and a LEED certified Spa, creating a luxury resort 
getaway. (844) 545-4178; www.woodstockinn.com.

AUTHENTIC FARMHOUSE AT 
SUNNY BRAE FARM

A luxury Vermont experience in the heart of 
Quechee.  Sleeps 14.  

airbnb.com/h/sunnybraefarm.

COURTYARD BY MARRIOTT 
HANOVER/LEBANON 

Located just minutes from Dartmouth College. Free
Wi-Fi, fitness center, business center, indoor pool,

bar, and bistro serving breakfast and dinner.
10 Morgan Drive, Lebanon NH;

(603) 643-5600; www.marriott.com/lebcy.

MOUNTAIN MEADOWS LODGE
Killington, Vermont

The newly renovated Mountain Meadows Lodge 
features luxurious comfort. Set within a 180-year-

old historic farm on the shore of Kent Pond, 
this boutique lodge offers a refreshing take on 

contemporary mountain lodging, blending original 
hand-hewn beams with a modern farmhouse 
finish. Facilities include a lounge, bar, games 

room, and covered terrace. Rooms enjoy inspiring  
mountain, pond, and night sky views.  

285 Thundering Brook Road, Killington, VT;  
(802) 775-1010;  

reservations@mountainmeadowslodge.com;  
www.mountainmeadowslodge.com.

RESIDENCE INN BY MARRIOTT 
HANOVER/LEBANON

The preferred all-suite hotel in the Upper Valley. Easy
access off I-89 and just 2 miles from Dartmouth
College. Complimentary breakfast. A pet-friendly 

hotel. 32 Centerra Pkwy, Lebanon NH;
(603) 643-4511; www.marriott.com/lebri.
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Find our back issues online at 
www.dartmouthalumnimagazine.com

HAVE A DAM REUNION!

War
Stories
VETERANS OF THE WARS IN AFGHANISTAN AND IRAQ
IN THEIR OWN WORDS

FIVE DOLLARS Sept/Oct 2012

“People don’t join 
the military to 

make a paycheck.”
—Army 1st Lt. 
Philip Back ’10
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at the Oceanside Museum of Art for an associ-
ate director position at the San Diego Museum 
of Art. She also hosted a group of about 20 San 
Diego-area alums for a private tour of the mu-
seum’s current Monet to Matisse exhibition. 
And at the end of July, her middle son, James, 
got successful shoulder surgery from Andy Pen-
nock ’99, who lived across the hall from Lani her 
sophomore year. Lani also recently returned 
from a two-week sojourn in Europe, a trip re-
scheduled from 2020. After her sons played in a 
rugby tour through Ireland, her family bounced 
over to Croatia just for fun. 
—Gabe Galletti, 4000 Utah Ave., Nashville, TN 
37209; galletti@gmail.com

99 Hello, ’99s!
Our 25th reunion is on the 

books for June of 2024!
I challenge you all to reach out to one or two 

classmates you might not have connected with in 
a while and get back in touch. Also, we would love 
to have as many classmates as possible involved 
with the reunion planning. If you are a tiny bit 
interested, even if you’ve never volunteered for 
the class or if you think you do not have enough 
free time, give us a shout and let’s figure out a 
way to get you involved so we can make this our 
best reunion yet. 

Our class community can be found 
on Facebook at www.facebook.com /
groups/22171972708 or on Twitter @Dart-
mouth99. If you know of classmates who haven’t 
found us yet or ideas on other social or tradi-
tional media we can use to connect with you, 
let me know! 

Until next time.
—Jackie Rioux Gladstone, 21 Westwood Circle, 
Dover, NH 03820; (603) 834-0517; jackie.dart-
mouth99@gmail.com

01 Happy holidays, ’01ers. With the year 
coming to an end, I thought it would 
be nice to highlight some classmates 

helping to better communities large and small. 
Bayard Russell is using his work from home day at 
Google to volunteer at a food bank in Brooklyn. 
Jacqueline Dresow is spending a lot of time help-
ing out with youth soccer. She started coaching 
her 7-year-old Taylie’s team, is moving to coach 
her 4-year-old Keia’s team, and hopes to one 
day coach a team for her youngest child, Cody. 

Two classmates have new books out. Writ-
ing under the name “Jack Lutz,” John Lutz had 
his debut novel, London in Black, published by 
Pushkin Press this past summer. John describes 
the book as a dystopian novel set in London, 
where he has been living with Emily Nytko-Lutz 
since 2010. Shazia Omar’s children’s novel, Sun 
Moon Secret, was published by Guba Press this 
past spring. Set in the Bay of Bengal, the book 
tells the story of twin sisters who must learn 
to use their inner powers to save their village. 

After 15 years working in Minnesota state 
government agency leadership, Dan Pollack is 
moving into the private sector in the government 
relations practice at Lockridge, Grindal & Nauen 
in Minneapolis. Jesse Foote and Beth Huston ’02 
and their kids are relocating to Malaga, Spain, 

for the 2022-23 school year. They are excited to 
welcome visitors. 
—Rachel Milstein Sondheimer, 143 Branchville 
Road, Ridgefield, CT 06877; (203) 645-6938; 
rachel.sondheimer@gmail.com

02 Hello, ’02s!
Charlotte (Baxter) Maines and 

Stanton Maines welcomed son 
Weston Robert on May 23; he joins brother 
Ryker, age 4. The new family of four lives in 
Seattle, where Charlotte is a director at Ama-
zon overseeing the Fire TV business, including 
sales, engagement, monetization and advertising 
products, and engineering.

I also heard from first-time contributor Em-
ily Gomez-Hayes: “Hello, fellow ’02s! I’ve never 
actually sent an update. I’ve been practicing 
law in Pittsburgh since graduating from George 
Washington University Law School in 2007 and 
passing the Pennsylvania Bar. Before law school 
I took some time to travel the world a bit. After 
landing in Pittsburgh I met and married my 
husband, Eric (University of Pittsburgh ’91), in 
2014 (with Catherine Kemp in attendance!) and 
welcomed our son, Evan, in December 2015 and 
our son, Elliott, in January 2018. Life is very full 
these days between solo practice and Cub Scout 
meetings. If you’re ever in Pittsburgh, reach out! 
It would be great to catch up.”

Amanda Potter wrote, “I’m happy to share 
that I’ve begun a new position as Putnam assis-
tant director of learning and community engage-
ment at Vassar College Frances Lehman Loeb 
Art Center (where, in a small-world moment, the 
director is Bart Thurber, who was a curator at 
the Hood Museum for many years). Jeff Vardaro 
and I are very excited to explore the Hudson Val-
ley, New York, together with our daughter, Ellie.”

Jorge Montalvo shared a couple of exciting 
updates, “Professionally, I will be profiled in 
Crain’s New York Business in its annual list of 
‘Notable Hispanic Leaders.’ I’m also going to be 
ranked somewhere in City and State Magazine’s 
annual ‘Power List of the 100 Latino Leaders 
in New York State.’ Personally, I had the plea-
sure of attending Kevin Allen’s wedding, hosted 
at Mike Payette’s home. Additional Dartmouth 
folks in attendance were Christopher Allen, Me-
lissa McDaniel ’01, Blake Ratcliff, and Niegel Smith 
(whose Flea Theater in Lower Manhattan is 
going through a revival this year) as well as their 
associated families and children. Earlier in the 
quarter Frank Yoshida joined the group for the 
bachelor party.”

Thanks for all the great news! Visit us at 
2002.dartmouth.org to submit an update of 
your own. 
—Anne Cloudman, 215 W 98th St., Apt. 12C, New 
York, NY 10025; acloudman@gmail.com

03 Winter greetings, ’03s.
Brr! I bet it’s cold up in Hanover 

now. I’ll never forget the bone-chill-
ing winds whipping across the Green as we made 
our way about campus. Do you have a favorite 
Winter Carnival memory to share? Send me a 
note at the email below and I’ll include it in the 
next column. 

As noted in our last column, Yungsheng 
Wang appeared on Jeopardy! with his episodes 
airing beginning July 4. He ended up being a 
three-night champion, amassing a total win of 
more than $80,000 before losing on his fourth 
appearance. Yungsheng is now waiting as an 
alternate to potentially appear on the Tourna-
ment of Champions. We’re crossing our fingers 
for you and congrats on your wins! 

Jessica Sharkness wrote in with her first ever 
Class Notes update! She got married in July to 
Noah Arliss after two years of Covid-related 
delays. He’s not a Dartmouth alum and Jessica 
says she forgives him for that. In attendance 
were Adam Colman ’05, Nate Riley ’02, Sarah 
Stein ’05, Jessica Tam, and the above-mentioned 
Jeopardy! champion Yungsheng Wang. The cou-
ple lives in the Bay Area, where they moved in 
September 2020, and urge any fellow alums in 
the area to give a rouse. Congratulations on the 
nuptials, Jessica!

I heard from Alice Gomstyn, who reports in 
on a very belated joint 40th birthday gathering 
for her, Kathleen (Reeder) Paley, and Kristin Week-
ley in N.Y.C. in June. The group took in a Broad-
way show, dined at Nobu, and then headed to the 
Lower East Side to dance the night away—well, 
for an hour or two, that is. Also in June, Alice 
and her husband, Brian Maloney ’01, celebrated 
Pride Month with John Ashworth and his hus-
band in Brooklyn, New York. Finally, in August 
Alice and her family were on vacation in New-
port, Rhode Island, where they enjoyed a tour of 
historic Fort Adams led by Peter Baylor ’68. All 
around a Dartmouth-filled summer for Alice!

That’s all the news for this time, so help me 
out and send your updates to the email below!
—Megan (Riley) Kenney, 3408 Quebec St. NW, 
Washington, DC 20016; dartmouth2003notes@
gmail.com

04 Hi, ’04s! It is hard to believe we are 
already at the end of 2022. Just yes-
terday I was wishing you all a very 

happy new year and now here we are gearing 
up for 2023. I guess time flies when you are no 
longer in isolation due to a global pandemic! I 
hope this holiday season brings you lots of rest 
as well as quality time with family and friends. 
And to help provide some entertainment given 
the shorter days and longer nights, I offer some 
exciting updates below from our ’04 classmates. 

First, I am pleased to share that Chris Good-
macher and the company he cofounded with 
Dartmouth alum Jessica Chen Riolfi ’07—Up-
rise—were recently featured in TechCrunch. 
Uprise helps members of Gen Z build wealth sus-
tainably instead of investing in crypto and stocks 
suggested on Reddit. The company is backed by 
founders and executives at Robinhood, Cash 
App, SoFi, Stripe, and others. And because of 
Chris and Jessica’s efforts, Uprise has seen a 
surge of interest (waitlist up to 8,000) as Gen 
Z encounters its first bear market. Well done, 
Chris and Jessica, and keep up the great work! 

I am also happy to report that Julia Rich-
man was recently named to the list of 2022 
Outstanding Women in Business by the Denver 
Business Journal. Congratulations, Julia! 
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where he lives with wife Rebecca and their two 
children.

Nina Dutta, an internal medicine physician, 
just moved from Chicago to Connecticut and has 
a 4-year-old son.

Marisa (Bassett) de la Garza, a licensed clini-
cal social worker, lives in upstate New York with 
wife Kate and their two daughters.

Padraic Malinowski and partner Jennye Wolfe 
live in Pittsburgh. Padraic is an actuary with two 
kids and recently earned an M.B.A.

Rich Yeh lives in New Jersey, several blocks 
away from Jeremy Turk, a lawyer at Pfizer and our 
new class vice president.

Xantha Bruso was in from Marin County, 
California. She is a principal in strategic elec-
trification at the Cadmus Group.

Tim McCann works in finance in Los Angeles, 
where he lives with his wife and son August.

Vicky (Martinez) Garcia and husband Ted 
were in from San Antonio, Texas, where Vicky 
works for USAA.

Michelle Lewis is a senior functional consul-
tant in Dallas and appears to be an excellent cook 
from the Facebook pictures of her delicious-
looking creations. 

Misti (Johnson) Langley also lives in the Dal-
las area, where she works for Fidelity Invest-
ments and lives with husband Jay and daughters 
Abby and Zoe.

Evelyn Ko recently relocated to northern 
California, where she works in marketing for 
Apple and lives with her husband and two 
daughters.

Gina (Henry) Lubin is chief investment officer 
for CW Financial Services in New York and lives 
in Westchester with husband Jeremy and their 
son and daughter.

Lynne (Campbell) Soutter, our new class co-
president, was in from Boston with husband 
Morgan Soutter and teenage sons Thomson and 
Colby, who just completed a screenplay and re-
ceived some excellent advice from Chris Miller.

Lynn (Ricketts) McClory and Taidgh McClory 
live in the Boston area and are parents to Davin, 
Estelle, and Kye.

Camille (Masini) Barreto lives in Houston with 
husband Luis and they have three children.

Take care, everyone.
—Jason Casell, 10106 Balmforth Lane, Houston, 
TX 77096; jhcasell@gmail.com

98 I have been in touch with Amie Breeze 
Harper. She is writing her second 
book, an Afrofuturism and fantasy 

novel titled Seeds of Sankofa, scheduled to be 
published next year. Afrofuturism concerns the 
intersection of the African diaspora culture with 
science and technology. Breeze aims to inspire 
decolonization of the imagination during a time 
when many believe that the future can only be 
dystopian. She writes, “I have fallen in love with 
all my characters and their deep connections to 
justice…soil, seeds, water, and what it takes to 
birth and create for a future of sustainability 
and freedom.” If you would like to learn more, 
visit abreezeharper.com.  

Lani (Sipe) Curtis updated me that she re-
cently left her post as director of development 
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THE WOODSTOCK INN & RESORT
Farm-fresh cuisine, carefully harvested ingredients 
and regional recipes inspire the seasonal menus at 
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tion of public education for his hometown. For 
a combined 11 years prior, Matt was the chief 
strategy and intergovernmental affairs officer 
for the Nashville Metropolitan Development 
and Housing Agency and director of the mayor’s 
office of economic and community development. 
Visit his campaign website at wiltshire.com.

Lastly, word came from overseas with an 
update from Erika Monahan. She and her fam-
ily have relocated to Cologne, Germany, after 
she was awarded an Alexander von Humboldt 
fellowship to work on a history project about 
Russia in the 18th century. “Since it’s Ukrainian 
Independence Day, I’ll share that a family that 
fled Ukraine due to the war lived with us this 
spring until we were able to help set them up 
in an apartment in our building. Please keep 
supporting Ukraine, folks! Any Dartmouth folks 
passing by the Cologne area would be totally 
welcome!”
—Garrett Gil de Rubio, 1062 Middlebrooke Drive, 
Canton, GA 30115; ggdr@alum.dartmouth.org

97 As promised, here’s more reunion 
news.

Tim Fitzgibbons retired from 
the U.S. State Department and he and husband 
Jonathan Weyer now live in Boulder, Colorado, 
with children Henry and Laura.

Kristin Brenneman Eno lives in Connecticut 
with husband Sean and their two daughters. 
She is currently researching the lost voices of 
children in books and film.

Jacob Krueger has been traveling the country 
painting and teaching screenwriting remotely.

Anna Ochoa lives in New York, works in 
securities lending at Credit Suisse, and is an 
amazing photographer.

Amy Semet is an associate professor at 
University at Buffalo School of Law, where she 
teaches civil procedure, property, intellectual 
property law, and patent law. She also researches 
immigration law and was preparing to present 
her findings at a conference in Lisbon, Portugal.

Nadine (Haig) Evans lives in Atlanta, where 
she works as a lawyer for the U.S. Securities and 
Exchange Commission and has five children.

Mary Ellen Moore and Neal Rich call Snow-
mass, Colorado, home and brought children Isla, 
Marley, and Reave to the festivities.

Chris Butler is very involved in his 14-year-
old daughter’s Irish dance competitions, making 
him the first Irish dancing dad I’ve encountered. 
He and his family live in Atlanta.

Stephen Borboroglu and his husband make 
their home in Boston, where Stephen works in 
global marketing for a pharmaceutical company.

Sariya Sharp, a radiologist, was in from 
Cooperstown, New York, and happily reported 
her oldest kid will attend McGill University in 
Montreal this fall.

Chris Laws is the chief financial officer at 
Veterinary Practice Partners and lives in the 
Philadelphia suburbs with his wife and three 
kids.

Patrick Craven works in human factors re-
search and lives with wife Casey and their kids 
in New Jersey.

Aran Toshav is a radiologist in New Orleans, 
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Julia and David Seidman shared that during 
the summer their family went on a backpacking 
trip with Rachel Bender Ignacio and her husband, 
Dave. This is now becoming an annual event, as 
this is the second year of the joint family back-
packing trip. And because there is no rest for the 
weary, David also ran the Pine to Palm 100-mile 
race in September in southern Oregon, while 
Julia bravely coached under-5 boys soccer. Very 
impressive effort all the way around! 

I am also excited to say that David Shamszad 
and his wife, Leanne, had a baby boy, Reza James 
Shamszad, in July. I have been told that Reza has 
already been named cutest baby in the world by 
both of his parents! Congratulations, David, and 
here’s hoping you and Leanne are getting some 
sleep these days. 

Additionally, Lauren (Talbot) Sertich wrote 
to say that this summer she spent two weeks in 
Nottingham, England, playing for the USA over-
35 field hockey team in the Masters World Cup. 
She got to put on a No. 5 jersey again, although 
this time with “USA” on the front instead of 
“Dartmouth.” The team finished fifth out of 12, 
losing only one game, against Ireland. Lauren 
was lucky enough to have her husband and two 
kids at the tournament. And she noted how it is 
a little different playing the game now compared 
to college, especially when walking off the turf 
at the end of the game and hearing, “Mommy! 
Mommy!”

Finally, a big congratulations to the ’04 class 
for collectively raising $156,547 this year for 
financial aid through the Dartmouth College 
Fund. This gift is the equivalent of three full-
tuition scholarships. Bravo team, and a big thank 
you to our class head agents Gino Beniamino, Jac-
lyn Harper, and Abiel Acosta!  

I hope you all have a wonderful Thanksgiv-
ing and a festive December. And please continue 
to stay in touch as it is always good to hear from 
you. Talk in 2023, ’04s! 
—Johanna Thomas, 14 Logan Circle, NW, Wash-
ington, DC 20005; johannarthomas@gmail.com

05 Hope the fall treated everyone well 
as we head into the holiday season. 
There were several updates for the 

class. Lauren (Hoehlein) and Steve Joseph wel-
comed Oliver Pascal Kemeny Joseph in April. 
Oliver, big sister Vivian, and parents are cur-
rently living in Berlin, Germany. Kemeny is a nod 
to the College’s 13th president, John Kemeny.

In more baby news, my wife, Casey ’06, and I 
welcomed our fourth son, Knox Jammet Nichol-
son, in May. Big brothers Thomas, Holt, and Cal-
lum have initiated him appropriately and look 
forward to the next full family trip to Hanover.

Merrick (Johnston) Mordal is living in north-
ern Norway and trying to spend as much time 
as possible in Alaska. After starting one of the 
first female ski guiding companies with two 
other ladies in 2021, she works half the year as 
a ski guide and the other half as a consultant in 
circular economy projects. If anyone wants to 
experience snow-covered, mountainous islands, 
reach out to Merrick and go visit.

Jhilam Biswas lives with her husband, Danny, 

and their two kids, Avi (6) and Raya (3), in New-
ton, Massachusetts. Jhilam has been a council-
or-at-large for the Dartmouth Alumni Council 
for the past three years and on the nominating 
and trustee search committee (NomCom) for the 
past two years. She is looking forward to chairing 
the NomCom this upcoming year and working 
closely with the Dartmouth Alumni Council to 
build a strong network of alumni.

Matt Heineman has a new documentary, Ret-
rograde, that will play in several fall film festivals 
and be released by Nat Geo before the end of the 
year. It is an immersive look at the U.S. Special 
Forces support and work with the Afghan army 
from January 2021 through August 2021, dur-
ing the time the United States was pulling out 
of Afghanistan.

Lastly, Mindi Laine is retiring after 12 years 
as our class Dartmouth College Fund manager. 
We thank her for her efforts and tremendous 
partnership for so long and wish her well in her 
next chapter.
—Matt Nicholson, 5308 Yorktown Road, Bethesda, 
MD 20816; mtnicholson3@gmail.com

09 I hope you’re enjoying the fall. Here’s 
what’s new with our classmates.

Ying Cheng married Erica Weis-
gerber on July 23 at Blue Hill at Stone Barns in 
Tarrytown, New York. Kathrin Spiller ’10 co-
officiated the ceremony. Also in attendance were 
Amaury Boscio, Elyssa Benedikt, Diana Dinescu, 
Wendy Diao, and Julian Sarkar ’13.

Eleanor Hicks and her husband, Jon, wel-
comed their fifth child (yes, you read that right—
fifth!) in August of last year. Elizabeth Rose is 
a sweet, happy, snuggly little girl and lives in 
constant danger of being cuddled to death (espe-
cially by their older daughter, who is thrilled not 
to be the only girl anymore). They are currently 
settled in Hilliard, Ohio, where her husband 
works at Cardinal Health and she homeschools 
their kids, which is always an adventure. In addi-
tion to all these kids, they have somehow ended 
up with four cats, which will doubtless come 
as a surprise to anyone who knew her and her 
staunch “dogs only” sentiments at Dartmouth.

Johannes Lohmann changed jobs to work 
on climate change, an issue he worked on in 
the past at the World Bank and has become 
increasingly motivated to work on again. He 
joined Pollination Group, a climate advisory 
and investment firm, in London as an executive 
director in October. Joanne Nachio wrote in to 
share that she recently joined the law firm of 
Marshall Dennehey Warner Coleman & Goggin 
as an attorney in the casualty department of 
its Fort Lauderdale, Florida, office. Lastly, Jake 
Kahane and I moved to New Mexico. Stop by for 
a hike if you’re in the area.
—Liz (Doolittle) Kahane, 1023 Park Blvd., 
Baton Rouge, LA 70806; (617) 909-7669; 
elizabeth.d.kahane@gmail.com

10 For the second year in a row, Reyna 
Ramirez has been named a Boston 
Magazine top lawyer! She does crimi-

nal defense and would be glad to help fellow 

alumni in a jam should they ever need her.
Karn Seth is happily settled in New York City 

(Chelsea/Flatiron). He recently celebrated his 
fifth anniversary with his spouse, Eric, and they 
are currently knee-deep in their family-building 
journey via surrogacy. Karn is a software engi-
neer at Google NYC working on cryptography 
(but not cryptocurrencies, at least not yet). He 
has developed many new hobbies during the 
pandemic, including sitting in the park and 
watching birds, smiling at squirrels, staring at 
puddles, etc. You might spot him in public by his 
taste for highly patterned short-sleeve shirts.

Andrew W. Smith moved to New Canaan, 
Connecticut, with his wife, Jenna, and 2-year-
old daughter Cora.

Johanna Evans and Matthew Fay ’05 tied 
the knot on August 20 at Hammond Castle in 
Gloucester, Massachusetts. Rob Strong ’04 
officiated, with many other Dartmouth alums 
among the family and friends in attendance.

Meghan McDavid married Ed Chien ’09 in 
July in Ticonderoga, New York. Lots of Dart-
mouth family and friends were there to celebrate 
with them, including Meghan’s father, George 
’78, and brother Mike ’15. Despite three years 
of overlap at Dartmouth, Meghan and Ed met 
online in 2019 in Boston, where they still live.

Cory Kendrick and her husband, Alexander, 
welcomed baby Asa in July. Big sister Max is 
thrilled!

Kevin Jackson and his wife, Aneliya, will 
be celebrating the first birthday of their son, 
Adrian Jackson-Ignatov, on December 16. They 
encourage all to come visit them in Jersey City, 
New Jersey, where they love hosting travelers in 
their AirBnB: https://abnb.me/UGHc1Jg1Nsb.

Molly Davis Foukal and Nick Foukal welcomed 
their second baby girl, Finley Martha Foukal, 
on June 2.

Nicki (Williamson) Barsamian published her 
third children’s book this summer, Huaka’i O 
Maui: A Family Guidebook to Maui. She and her 
husband, Alex Barsamian ’04, are also looking 
forward to welcoming their third baby in early 
October. 

Stephanie Gardner writes: “I’m elated to re-
port that I married Matt Coughlin on August 
13 in my hometown of Colorado Springs, Colo-
rado. Joy Campbell, Shahen Huda, Laura Bergsten 
’15, and Shirley Spence ’77 were in attendance. 
My Women of Dartmouth book club—which 
has been meeting for more than five years and 
consists of women from class years ’75, ’76, ’77, 
’86, and ’00—threw me a lovely bridal shower 
in Concord, Massachusetts, in July. Matt and 
I currently live in his hometown of Quincy, 
Massachusetts.”

Marina Andreazi married Dr. Zachary 
Grunau, a psychiatrist at McLane Hospital. 
She had a strong Dartmouth showing at her 
wedding featuring her Brazilian roots: ’10s Asa 
Shenandoah, Chelsey Luger, Katherine Crowe, Ru-
faro Makanda, Caitlin Fowler, Maura Cass, Allison Ru-
derman, and Frances Dales and Annie Rittgers ’09 
and Tammer Raouf ’09. The couple now share a 
standard poodle puppy, Troika, and live in Fram-
ingham, Massachusetts.

—Jennifer Chong, 7A Marine View, 19 Middle Lane, 
Discovery Bay, Lantau, Hong Kong; jenniferashley 
chong@gmail.com

11 We are sad to learn of the death of our 
classmate John McInerney “Mac” Mor-
ris on August 8. More details will be 

available in an obituary to be published on the 
Dartmouth Alumni Magazine’s website. 

In happier news, Bryan Alston’s ecommerce 
startup Greater Than (DrinkGT.com) ranked as 
the No. 1 fastest-growing hydration brand on this 
year’s Inc5000 list (and is the #198th fastest-
growing private company in the United States).

Bryan joined the failing sports drink com-
pany as a consultant who noticed something 
interesting in the data: Pregnant and breastfeed-
ing moms were using the drink to increase milk 
supply, soothe muscle cramps, fight fatigue, and 
more. After going all-in on this highly overlooked 
group, the company grew sales by 27 times in 
three years. Bryan joined full-time in 2020 as 
chief marketing officer and has since been pro-
moted to cofounder.

Bryan writes, “Pivoting from a healthy (but 
struggling) sports drink to now being the top 
hydration brand for breastfeeding moms has 
been a very exciting business journey during 
the past three years. 

“The explosive grassroots growth Greater 
Than has seen among new moms is a true testa-
ment to what happens when we focus on solving 
big problems for an overlooked customer group. I 
can’t wait to share more about this crazy journey 
in the next Class Notes column!”

The lack of voluntary updates for the April 
submission (published in the July/August is-
sue) prompted classmates to write in. Without 
further ado, here are the updates! And please, 
continue writing with more! 

John Lee wrote to say, “It’s my first time writ-
ing in with an update for the Class Notes. I got 
married on July 9 to Hannah Kim (University 
of California, Berkeley, class of 2014). Leonard 
Chang was, I think, the only Dartmouth guest at 
our wedding. Hannah and I will be settling in 
San Francisco (where we’ve both been working 
in tech) for now, but we plan to move to South-
east Asia for at least a couple years before we 
start a family. I’d love to hear from any of our 
classmates who’ve moved to or are in South-
east Asia, especially Malaysia or Singapore!” 
Congratulations to John and good luck with the 
international move!

After taking note that zero new updates 
were submitted for the July/August issue, Mar-
jorie Chelius took pity on me and wrote in with 
an update. After cutting her teeth at Booth 
getting an M.B.A. and managing your favorite 
billion-dollar brands at P&G, Marjorie is now 
doing what she loves most: leading growth at 
an early-stage startup. Mockingbird was de-
signed to bring high-quality, stylish baby goods 
to expecting parents at prices that don’t cost an 
arm and a leg. Marjorie would like our whole 
child-bearing-age class to know that you can 
purchase Mockingbird products, including its 
No. 1-rated single-to-double stroller at www.

hellomockingbird.com or in your local Target 
store! She’s also hiring on her team, so drop her 
a note at mche@hellomockingbird.com if you’re 
in the job market. 

And shortly after I finished drafting the last 
Class Notes column, Shanel Balloo added, “Andrea 
Imhof and Lars Osterberg—in attendance at Erin 
(Jaeger) Gunaratna’s wedding—had a baby boy 
last July. Genevieve O’Mara also had a baby last 
year.” Congratulations to all the new parents! 

Another followup to that column: Amanda 
Devine wrote back to say, “I got married to Jacob 
Wexler (not a Dartmouth alum) in Gaithersburg, 
Maryland, during Memorial Day Weekend. In 
attendance were Allison Lure, Kevin Liao, Kath-
ryn Arion, Stephanie Han, Jennifer Fownes, and 
Nozomi Hitomi!”

Write me with more updates; we’ll publish 
them in the submission following Bryan’s guest 
column!
—Hillary S. Cheng, 26611 La Roda, Mission Viejo, 
CA 92691; (603) 546-8452; hillary.s.cheng@
dartmouth.edu

12 Hi, class of 2012 pals!
At the time of this writing, I’m 

looking forward to going back to Ha-
nover to catch up with some good friends and get 
into the White Mountains to hike the Presiden-
tial Range. (Breakfast at Lou’s is definitely on 
the agenda too.) By time of publishing, I have a 
feeling I’ll be ready to go back for our five-year 
reunion already!

Anyone have a favorite hike they want to 
run back from our undergrad days? 

A summer of love for some really wonderful 
folks from our class! Maddy Sims married Bryan 
Podzius in early June in Westchester, New York. 
A week later Ben Driver tied the knot with Ma-
rina Tyquiengco in Baltimore. Finally, Manisha 
Apte, DMS ’16, is engaged to Neel Roshania (after 
Neel proposed at the top of Mount Moosilauke, 
one of Manisha’s favorite local hikes). Congrats, 
everyone!

Finally, Bridgewater announced that our 
own Melissa Saphier has been selected as a 2022 
Atlantic Council Millennium Fellow. This year-
long fellowship brings together rising leaders 
from around the world and across private and 
public sectors, and it sounds like an incredible 
opportunity—can’t wait to see what comes next, 
Melissa!

Thanks as always for the notes and updates. 
Please keep ’em coming to me or 12.class.notes@
gmail.com. 
—Liz Sullivan, 864 Charles Allen Dr., NE, #12, 
Atlanta, GA 30308; 12.class.notes@gmail.com

14 Charlotte Hendren and her husband, 
Bradford Rose, welcomed daughter 
Frances “Frankie” Eleanor Rose in 

March. Charlotte wrote in: “I graduated from 
Stanford Law School in June. We got married 
at my grandparents’ house in August. This year 
I’m working as a legal fellow with Lawyers for 
Civil Rights in Boston. Next year we’ll be moving 
back to California, where I’ll be clerking for the 
Hon. John W. Holcomb in the Central District 
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of California.”
Will Scheiman and Natalie Marks tied the 

knot on June 16 in Puglia, Italy. They celebrated 
with a culinary tour across the country.

Graham McConnell and Bridget Golob cel-
ebrated their wedding on June 18 in Corolla, 
North Carolina.

Nicolas Burford married Clare Sipprelle on 
July 3 in Middletown, Rhode Island. They cur-
rently live in Seattle.

Kathleen Dobell got engaged to Jona-
than Tomer in July at his lake house in New 
Hampshire.

Mathieu Bertrand and Catherine Powell cele-
brated their marriage on August 20 in Montreal, 
the couple’s hometown. Matt and Cat reside in 
Boston, where they’ve lived since graduation.

Also on August 20, Roger Melick married Meg 
Tomlinson in Onekama, Michigan. A beautiful 
rainbow stretched over Portage Lake, alongside 
Lake Michigan, during their reception.

Tyler Bradford and Jojo Miller tied the knot 
on August 27 in Buttermilk Falls, New York.

Ellen Nye graduated with a Ph.D. in history 
from Yale, where her research has focused on 
British and Ottoman economic history. She will 
soon be moving to Boston.

Congratulations to our classmates for these 
exciting life events! As always, feel free to con-
tact us at dartmouth2014classnotes@gmail.com 
with your updates.
—John Daniels, 12 Fiske Road, Wenham, MA 
01984; (617) 240-6007; john.h.daniels.14@gmail.
com; Sarah Rossow, 119 Heath St., London NW3 
6SS; (651) 769-7344; s.m.rossow@gmail.com

16 Happy holidays, ’16s!
We have engagements, weddings, 

and graduations galore in this edition 
of Class Notes.

Ryan Amos writes in that he graduated from 
Princeton University with a Ph.D. in computer 
science. His dissertation focused on studying 
consumer protection issues on the internet with 
longitudinal web measurements. In September 
Ryan started a job as a senior software engineer 
at Panorama Education in Boston. Congrats, 
Ryan, and have fun in Boston—try the hojicha 
latte at Ogawa Coffee!

Axel Hufford and Matt Krantz both graduated 
Stanford University with their J.D.s in June. 
Congratulations!

Veronica Burt performed in and directed Le-
gally Blonde: The Musical at The Muny, a his-
torical theater in St. Louis, Missouri, with the 
largest outdoor venue in the country. Veronica is 
the first intimacy director in The Muny’s history. 
Thanks, Jalisa Clark, for the tip!

Stay tuned for Mary Liza Hartong’s debut 
novel, Hot Chicken, which will be published by 
William Morrow in the winter of 2024. The book 
follows P.J., a Ph.D. candidate turned fry cook, as 
she navigates a work-mandated beauty pageant 
in her Tennessee hometown.

In August Zachary Kratochvil got engaged to 
Allison Faraclas at Kent Falls in Connecticut. 
They live together in the Boston area. Zach also 
graduated with his master’s in data science from 
Tufts in May.

Molly Shapiro and Brad Schierhorn married on 
August 19. The intimate ceremony was in front 
of the Knik Glacier at Lake George, Alaska. In 
true Dartmouth fashion, Molly and Brad met on 
their freshman floor in Russell Sage 3.

Corey DeLaney and John Abraham got engaged 
at the Green Sands Beach on the Big Island of 
Hawaii in May. They completed the Kona 70.3 
Ironman a week later. They plan to get married 
down the Jersey Shore next summer. Like Molly 
and Brad, Corey and John also met in Russell 
Sage 3 their freshman year!

Victoria Li competed in Miss Chinese Chi-
cago on August 27, a pageant focused on Chinese 
community and heritage. After eight months 
of preparation, making great friendships with 
fellow contestants, and volunteering with the 
Chicago Asian American community, she was 
awarded Miss Chinese Chicago Second Princess 
and Miss Talent (for her flute performance)! 
Victoria ran on the platform of body positivity; 
as a title winner, she looks forward to creating a 
podcast to share body image stories from Asian 
American women. Tune in when the podcast 
launches!(Read more about her on page 54.)

My freshman floormate Alexandros Zervos is 
dodging scorpions with his cowboy hat on after 
moving to Austin, Texas. Stay safe, Alexandros!
—Lynn Huang, 4225 Larchmont Road, #922, 
Durham, NC 27707; lynnshuang94@gmail.com

18 Hi, ’18s! It’s hard to believe another 
year is drawing to a close! As 2023 
approaches and I reflect on this past 

year, I’m so grateful for my Dartmouth family! 
I hope you all feel the same during this holiday 
season. In this column, I asked you to reflect on 
fall at Dartmouth.

Scheridan Vorwaller-Cloward wrote in to de-
scribe her favorite memories from freshman 
fall. She wrote, “Two of my favorite things from 
freshman fall term included settling in and get-
ting to experience a New England autumn! I 
remember feeling so nervous and so small when 
I first got to my dorm room. How was I going to 
fit in and meet people?

“My floor in McCulloch was seemingly 
empty besides my suitcases and me. I remem-
ber being anxious to see how the term would 
progress. A little while later I heard life on the 
floor and stepped out of my room. I saw a tired 
but fantastic human being, toothbrush in hand, 
who was fresh off of her trip and had just woken 
up. We both seemed a little timid and startled 
at first, but she became one of my dearest and 
closest friends from my time at Dartmouth. The 
next memory was from ‘Writing 5.’ I had a view 
from the third floor of Baker Library, and I would 
get so genuinely distracted by the changing foli-
age outside the window that I eventually had to 
change seats and put the window to my back. It 
was so colorful and gorgeous; it really stole my 
heart.” Thank you for your reflections, Scheri-
dan! Your entry truly brings me back to 14F!

Scheridan also celebrated her second an-
niversary with her husband, Matthew Cloward, 
this year. Happy anniversary! She has received 
her engineer-in-training certification in electri-
cal engineering and is working toward becoming 

a professional engineer in Utah. Congratula-
tions, Scheridan!

In July Ella Ryan, Dru Falco, Francesca Gov-
ernali, Carolyn McShea, Riley Carbone, and Lily Xu 
reunited for a week-long bike trip. They biked 
from Underhill, Vermont, to Portland, Maine, 
making many stops along the way, including at 
Hanover and the Moosilauke Ravine Lodge. It 
sounds like an amazing trip!

Taylor McKenna got engaged in July to Dun-
can Hurrelbrink ’17. The pair met on ski patrol 
in 2014 and have been together since 2016. They 
currently live in Minneapolis, Minnesota, with 
their puppy, Rhubarb, and are gearing up for 
a September 2023 wedding in Vermont! Con-
gratulations, Taylor and Duncan!

Finally, Taylor Johnson is enjoying a new 
basketball season in London. He is excited to 
have the opportunity to share the court with his 
old teammate Aaryn Rai ’22 this year. Sounds 
like fun; go, team!

Thanks to everyone who submitted their 
updates and stories. It’s so good to hear about 
what everyone is up to!

Have a happy New Year, ’18s! Cheers to 
2023!
—Emily Choate, 172 Commonwealth Ave., Apt. 3, 
Boston, MA 02116; (603) 305-5346; eschoate@
gmail.com

19 Hey, ’19s!
I hope you are having a great 

holiday season! There is a lot of news 
to report for this edition of Class Notes, so let’s 
get right into it!

Alexis Colbert presented at the Guiding the 
Way to Inclusion conference for the National 
Association of College Admissions and Coun-
seling. Their presentation covered gender-in-
clusive recruitment and evaluation practices 
in college admissions. The session was offered 
for continuing education hours to fellow admis-
sions and counseling professionals. The topic 
was made in light of increasing anti-LGBTQ 
legislation across the country.

Asaad Al Raeesi has joined the foreign minis-
try of Oman. He looks forward to all classmates 
visiting Muscat, Oman, whenever possible!

Sander Kushen writes that he, Mara Stewart, 
and Dominic Giugliano will be acting in the roles 
of their lifetimes this October: All three will be 
professional scare actors at Knott’s Scary Farm, 
the largest and most immersive Halloween ex-
perience in the world!

Regina Yan, Celine Guan, and Theia Qu have 
moved out of their beloved northern Virginia 
townhouse and coincidentally now all individu-
ally reside in the greater New York City area. 
They currently range from the geriatric streets 
of the Upper West Side to the sunny shores of 
Long Island. Together, these ’19s share fond 
memories of Celine’s cooking, Regina’s embroi-
dery, and Theia’s beast—I mean dog—Lami as 
well as their adored Yale roommate. Sometimes 
Sheppard Somers and Matthew Bough stopped 
by too, which was always a real treat. Goodbye, 
Balls Crossing!

Monika Gabriele wrote in to share that Char-
lotte Berry is absolutely killing it during her 

plastic surgery research year at Stanford! But 
she is much missed in Hanover. Also, Andrew 
Boghossian is joining the mass exodus to San 
Francisco to do autism research with the Uni-
versity of California, San Francisco!

Finally, a huge congrats to Sarah Kennedy 
and Freddie Polak, who were engaged in Plym-
outh, Massachusetts, at Sarah’s grandmother’s 
house!

That’s all for now! Thank you to everyone 
who shared! As always, if you have any Class 
Notes to share, please send them to dartmouth-
2019classnotes@gmail.com, reach out on the 
class Instagram, or contact me directly.
—Morgan Lee, 417 Grand St., Apt. D1705, New 
York, NY 10002; morganwlee@gmail.com

20 Happy holidays, all! This issue, 
please enjoy a special reflection 
from Nayeli Diaz de Bonilla on how 

her time at Dartmouth has shaped her work, 
life, and being. Thank you for sharing your story, 
Nayeli—and for bettering our world!

This past month has been one of celebra-
tion: first with our Commencement ceremony 
and then with my two-year work anniversary 
at Sequoia Consulting, where I was recently 
promoted to project engineer. Since leaving 
Hanover I have been involved in the launch of 
three different pharmaceutical manufacturing 
facilities, all of which relate to the manufactur-
ing of products to meet demands for Covid-19 
vaccines. The current project that I am leading 
has taught me an incredible amount not only 
about the industry but also about myself and who 
I am outside of the Dartmouth bubble. 

In my 2018 winter women and gender stud-
ies class I heard the quote, “Beauty is whatever 
inspires love in us. Whatever inspires us to 
spend more time with it, to learn from it, and 
to partake in its existence is beautiful. When 
we love a thing, we always hope it will become 
part of our lives and make us better people.” This 
quote stuck with me and shaped the person I 
would become. 

Dartmouth has had such a strong impact 
on our lives: the way we understand ourselves, 
how we learn to interact with the world, and 
the feeling of such a strong shared experience 
with such an exceptional group of people. I want 
to remind you all that you have, in some direct 
or indirect manner, influenced and shaped our 
time in Hanover, which has rippled out through 
interactions across the globe since our abrupt 
departure.

I am incredibly grateful to be able to do such 
important work remotely, which allowed me to 
move to Costa Rica for six months. From the 
tropical rainforest I was able to engage in work 
during business hours and explore the intrica-
cies of the jungle in my free time. While hiking 
to waterfalls, exploring desolate beaches, and 
navigating the understory of the jungle, I often 
thought of my Dartmouth classes. I thought of 
questions I would have asked my teachers, no-
ticed things my peers would have found inter-
esting, observed stuff that I had only ever heard 
about in lectures. I often miss the comfort and 
resources that were available to me. Mostly, I 

miss my peers, who shared an inquisitive mind 
and a passion for a deep interdisciplinary un-
derstanding of the world.

I was fortunate to graduate with a degree in 
biological sciences and a concentration in evo-
lutionary ecology. I sought to understand how 
the natural world shapes itself—and therefore, 
us—through interactions across time. Under-
standing the world around me and recognizing 
our ability to shape and influence the environ-
ment around us is what brings beauty and mean-
ing to my life. This beauty is one that has only 
deepened since leaving Hanover. I would not 
be the person I am today if it were not for my 
experiences at Dartmouth, and I have to thank 
you all for that.

Dartmouth was a beautiful and impactful 
time of my life and revisiting for graduation 
allowed me to reflect on the amount of growth 
and change my time there spurred. Despite a 
two-year delay, so many of us returned to cel-
ebrate our class. To me, that is a testament to 
the strength of the impact that this school had 
on us all. Thank you all for the shared experi-
ence, and I wish the best for all of you. Until 
our next reunion! 
—Katie Goldstein, 263 W Santa Inez, Hillsborough, 
CA 94010; katie.e.goldstein.20@dartmouth.edu

22 This column features a beautiful 
story submitted by Soleil Gaylord.

Following the footsteps of icon-
ic Dartmouth outdoorsperson John Ledyard ’76, 
nine recent graduates and I recently navigated 
the lower 48s’ most challenging white water: 
the Grand Canyon. Where Ledyard steered his 
40-foot dugout canoe down 220 miles of the 
Connecticut River, our 16-person private trip 
navigated a 226-mile stretch of the compara-
tively turbulent waters that define the mighty 
Colorado in four 18-foot inflatable rafts and a 
flotilla of kayaks. 

Our group navigated safely through Her-
mit’s 18-to-20-foot haystack wave, Granite’s 
crushing hydraulics, and Lava Falls—passage 
through which raft guides describe as being 
thrown down a staircase while sprayed by a fire 
hose. On flat water, translucent emerald waters 
revealed the dappled backs of trout wavering 
beneath. We camped on sandy beach swaths 
ripe for spikeball, lounging and philosophizing; 
we played guitar and sang amid stone amphi-
theaters. Our multifarious yet complementary 
talents, interests, and personalities, so charac-
teristic of Dartmouth’s student body, made for 
a symphonic orchestra and the ultimate gradu-
ation party. 

Our journey provided an inevitable sense 
of the river’s life and its precarity. The Colo-
rado emptied into the Sea of Cortez for 6 million 
years; since 1998 an oceanic embrace has eluded 
the river. The current southwestern drought 
represents the driest 22-year period in more 
than 1,200 1,200 years. Within the next decade, 
Lake Powell’s levels could dip below hydropower 
outlets; soon the upper basin may fail to deliver 
water to regions further southward.

Exploring America’s “roofless cathedral” 
presented us with a paradox. How can this an-

cient, snaking behemoth, able to carve a mile 
into the earth’s crust and bend a several-ton raft 
with the mere toss of a wave, simultaneously 
face extinction at the hands of man? With hu-
man existence being but a flicker alongside the 
canyon’s 2-billion-year-old Vishnu Schist, it 
seems improbable that our kind could bring it 
all crashing down with such rapidity.

In the words of National Geographic writer, 
filmmaker, and photographer Pete McBride ’93, 
passage through the canyon “opens up deep time 
like the pages of a book,” inviting one to contem-
plate the profundity of those vast, accumulated 
epochs. After 16 days spent suspended in the 
lifeblood of the West and 15 nights spent under 
the Milky Way—which 80 percent of Ameri-
cans are unable to see—it was with hope and a 
far-deepened tan that I arrived at our take-out, 
Diamond Creek. Deflating rafts and unloading 
coolers long devoid of ice, I felt our grand ad-
venture encapsulated the camaraderie, wide 
breadth, and spirit of inquiry so notable among 
Dartmouth alums. My conviction grew in the 
power of perceptive, advocacy-minded, moti-
vated young people such as my raft mates. 

As Shonda Rhimes ’91 explains, hard work 
creates change, yet diligence is nothing foreign 
to students of the Big Green. We will continue 
to bear the torch of individuals such as David 
Brower, without whom the vaulted cathedral 
of Marble Canyon, which brought all 16 of us to 
silent veneration—would be drowned in a reser-
voir’s soulless depths. Relics of the Marble Can-
yon Dam test site served as a valuable reminder 
of how swiftly nature’s grand masterpieces can 
be unraveled as well as the power imbued in a 
few concerned people. Without the work of a 
group of Navajo activists a tram would exist 
alongside the sacred tourmaline waters of the 
Little Colorado. 

After all, our wildlands are only as strong as 
the current generation supports. Fledging from 
Dartmouth, I am certain we come equipped with 
the tools to help right social and environmental 
ills and save the most precious and imperiled 
biomes. It is high time we employ them. 
—Louisa Gao, 279 East 44th St., Apt. 3L, New York, 
NY 10017; louisa.gao0922@gmail.com

Clubs &
Groups
Dartmouth clubs and groups were busy this 
summer!

Carolyn Choi ’90, co-president of the Dart-
mouth Club of Oregon, wrote in to share that the 
club hosted their largest event of the post-Covid-
lockdown era, a river cruise on the Willamette 
River! A few dozen alumni and their families 
joined, with attendees ranging from classes in 
the ’50s to the 2020s. It was a great opportunity 
to meet new people and put names to faces. The 
club hopes to have many more events like this 
in the future. This fall the club is hosting a class 
of 2026 sendoff party and everyone is excited to 
meet the newest “future alumni”! 
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REAL ESTATE SALES AND SERVICE 
in Hanover since 1975. (603) 643-6004;  
roger@rogerclarkson.com. Roger Clarkson ’75.

PARIS 75004, FRANCE. Luxury 1-bedroom seen 
on House Hunters International, sleeps 4, www.
ParisWeekender.com / parisweekender@gmail.
com.

LUXURY TUSCAN VILLA. Set high in the Chianti 
countryside, this exquisite, recently restored 
villa has 8 bedrooms and 8.5 bathrooms. Perfect  
for large families or groups of friends, the 
beautiful vistas, large pool and outdoor 
fireplace all make for the vacation of a lifetime.  
Private chef available. mahokeza@comcast.net. 
D’82.

PARIS, ILE SAINT-LOUIS: Elegant, spacious 
top floor skylighted apartment, gorgeous  
view overlooking Seine, 2 bedrooms sleep 4,  
2 baths, elevator, well-appointed, full kitchen,  
Wi-Fi. (678) 232-8444 or triff@mindspring.com.

PROVENCE. Delightful five-bedroom stone 
farmhouse, facing Roman theater. Pool, vineyard. 
(860) 672-6608, www.frenchfarmhouse.com.

YOU CAN ONLY FIND the books of the Moosilauke 
History Series at the MoosilaukeBooks.com 
website. 

C L A S S I F I E D S
REAL ESTATE

FOR RENT

(603) 526-4116 224 Main Street, New London, NH 03257

Let us help you find your own 
“little piece” of New Hampshire!
Give us a call... We can help you

achieve all your real estate goals!

Let us help you find your own 
“little piece” of New Hampshire!
Give us a call... We can help you

achieve all your real estate goals!

ADVERTISE 
IN DAM 

CLASSIFIEDS 

CONTACT CHRIS FLAHERTY AT 

ADVERTISING@DARTMOUTH.EDU 

OR CALL AT (603) 646-1208

BOOKS ON MOUNT MOOSILAUKE HISTORY 

D e a t h s

Bruce R. Sherman ’53 • June 24
Juraj L’J Slavik ’53 • June 10
Leman G. Lane ’54 • June 2
James R. Love ’54 • July 13

Robert J. Rafelson ’54 • July 23
Robert D. Vock ’54 • May 22

Herbert W. Chandler Jr. ’55 • June 26
Thomas T. Creamer ’55 • May 11

David Q. Moore ’55 • Jan. 31
Jay R. Olson Jr. ’55 • July 7

Barry B. Tolman ’55 • June 27
Jon Blum ’56 • July 21

Ira G. Colby III ’56 • July 3
Stuart J. Michaels ’56 • May 28

Samuel R. Peterson ’56 • May 12
Clark W. Bryant ’57 • Aug. 18
David E. Duffy ’57 • May 26

Arthur A. Greenfield ’57 • May 7
Byron S. Krantz ’57 • July 14
Barry H. Tischler ’57 • July 15

Raydon C. Hitchcock ’58 • Feb. 24
John B. McCloskey ’58 • July 18

David A. Shepard Jr. ’58 • July 14, 2021
George W. Goodwyn Jr. ’59 • July 16
Normand R. Kurtz ’59 • Nov. 1, 2021

Thomas C. Seawell ’59 • June 28
Bruce M. Clark ’60 • July 14

Francis W. Dauer ’60 • June 5
Robert J. Harrach ’60 • Aug. 14

Walter F. Sosnowski ’60 • July 7
Kenneth D. Kroupa Sr. ’61 • Dec. 21, 2021

Hal A. Locker ’61 • June 30
Robert T. Osteen ’62 • July 14

Dennis M. Stewart ’62 • July 18
Richard L. Davison ’63 • July 5

Eric A. Hansen ’63 • June 1
James J. McKeon Jr. ’63 • Nov. 20, 2021

Charles E. Greer ’64 • Aug. 1
Edward H. Merritt ’64 • unknown

Whitney F. Miller ’64 • Jan. 1
Joseph A. Dolben ’65 • June 29

William L. Duschatko ’65 • June 14
Jay B. Johnston ’65 • July 25

Robert B. Johnstone Jr. ’65 • July 22
Bruce D. Jolly ’65 • Oct. 2, 2021

Peter J. Morrissette ’65 • July 26
Harry M. Lowd III ’66 • July 29

Richard J. Morrisey III ’66 • June 9
Rodney H. Hawkins ’68 • June 22

Michael W. Smith ’68 • July 8
John M. Brown ’69 • June 15

William P. Kennedy ’71 • June 18
Robert Y. Lider ’71 • Aug. 18

Dana L.E. Seman ’74 • June 16
Robert K. McIlrath ’76 • May 31

Kevin T. Rover ’77 • July 30
Eric S. Olin ’78 • June 4

Dale P. Breed ’79 • July 7
Karen B. Gordon ’79 • June 29

James W. Degenhardt ’81 • July 5
Patricia E. Gallagher ’81 • May 23

Deborah Hodges ’90 • June 14
Todd W. Thayer ’90 • Aug. 21

James C. Bradley ’94 • Aug. 10
Thanalakshmi Subramaniam ’94 • Dec. 2, 2020

John M. Morris ’11 • unknown
David J. Gallagher ’20 • Aug. 7

Alexandra H. Simpson ’22 • Aug. 27

David “Jody” Dietze ’78, president of the Dart-
mouth Club of Suburban New Jersey, reported that 
on July 20 Brian Maher ’70 and his wife, Shelley, 
hosted the club for a wonderful wine tasting. 
Bill Cunningham ’78 organized the tasting tour of 
the Iberian Peninsula, choosing vintages from 
Spain and Portugal, which were served along 
with specialty cheeses, cured meats, crudités, 
salads, and sushi.

Karen Sprole ’89, president of the Dartmouth 
Association of the Rocky Mountains (DARM) in 
Denver, shared that the club recently held its 
annual meeting with awards. It awarded the 
prestigious Wheelock Award to two alumni for 
outstanding service to DARM: Al Cook ’62 and 
Newell Grant ’64. It was a beautiful evening at 
the Washington Park Boathouse in Denver and 
the event was well-attended by about 80 people. 
Club members are looking forward to their up-
coming annual picnic, when they send off a new 
batch of students to Dartmouth.

Alumni in Jackson Hole, Wyoming, recently 
got together at the house of Alex Muromcew ’85. 
Liza Millet ’92 helped to organize the event. About 
30 alumni—from class of ’66 on up—attended. 
One alum even rode to the event on a motor-
cycle with his wife and puppy! Everyone had 
a great time.

Thank you for all you do for Dartmouth 
alumni! Please send me updates about the great 
events that you and your club members have 
organized.
—Stina Brock ’01, P.O. Box 9274, Jackson, WY 
83002; stina.brock@gmail.com

Deaths
The following is a list of deaths reported to us 
since the previous issue. Full obituaries, usually 
written by the class secretaries, may appear on 
the DAM website at dartmouthalumnimagazine.
com. Please contact alumni records at (603) 646-
2253 or obituary@dartmouth.edu to report an 
alumnus death.

Mary L. Ripley ’29 • Aug. 17
John A. Corroon ’44 • July 7

Harry B. Bissell Jr. ’45 • Aug. 5
Sanford Gottlieb ’46 • July 29
Richard A. Nylen ’46 • June 15

Daniel B. Ruggles III ’46 • July 21
Richard H. Davidson ’50 • March 11

Marvin R. Kohl ’50 • July 7
Eggert Benzon ’51 • Sept. 5, 2020
James J. Conroy III ’51 • June 19

Joseph F. Holton ’51 • Aug. 14
Kenneth G. Arico ’52 • July 7

Richard M. Bressler ’52 • July 15
John W. Collins ’52 • July 14
John D. Flitner ’52 • July 19

Edwin L. Lyon Jr. ’52 • July 17
Martin R. Yarvis ’52 • Aug. 14
Peter S. Bridges ’53 • Aug. 13
Paul R. Corcoran ’53 • June 7

Eugene J. Gabianelli ’53 • July 29
John M. Morris ’53 • Aug. 4

Philip F. Parshley Jr. ’53 • July 16
George B. Passano ’53 • Aug. 19
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novel set in the DR and focused on that 
theme. But she found writing to be intense-
ly lonely, and, urged on by her lawyer father, 
Sexton decided to attend Berkeley Law. 

The experience was not wasted. To this 
day, she says, she writes her book outlines 
like legal memos. And her brief stint, less 
than two years, at a law firm hardened her 

boarding school, was another misfire, slated 
to join the DR book in her desk drawer. The 
Revisioners, her next success, was based on 
another idea that she had nursed for years. 
Even more structurally complex than A 
Kind of Freedom, it relies on extensive his-
torical research and embraces magical re-
alism in the form of West African spiritual 

SEXTON  (continued from page 49)

         I love figuring out why
PEOPLE DO THE
              THINGS THEY DO.”
  work ethic. But the firm’s environment grew 
toxic, she says, and Sexton embraced an 
opportunity to take a paid leave and return 
to her novel. Six months later, in May 2012, 
the firm filed for bankruptcy. She and her 
husband had twins, and she wrote mainly 
when they were napping. 

Sexton says she queried more than 100 
agents before landing one. That agent, after 
giving her hope, kept demanding revisions. 
In the end, Sexton fired her. She eventually 
abandoned the novel, which she had been 
tinkering with on and off for a decade. 

Then her sister-in-law introduced 
Sexton to a local writer, Jane Vandenburgh, 
who ran a seminar called “The Yearlong 
Novel.” The seminar required starting from 
scratch with a new novel, which, to Sexton, 
“almost felt like a betrayal.” Fortunately, 
she had another idea—one that drew 
heavily on her family history. “I knew the 
characters. I knew the city,” she says. “I 
realized that I had been writing about the 
wrong thing. I don’t think that DR book was 
ever my story to tell.”   

A Kind of Freedom, completed in less 
than six months in 2016, described the 
downward trajectory of a New Orleans 
Black family across three generations. It 
had a clear thesis, she says: “Despite the 
fact that Jim Crow has been abolished, 
we still see its substitutes in the forms of 
mass incarceration and the war on drugs. 
We still have systemic abuse, even though 
ostensibly it looks like a major pillar of it 
has been erased.” 

Her debut was greeted with rapturous 
reviews—The New York Times called it 
“luminous and assured”—and long-listed 
for the National Book Award. “All I wanted 
was to be published,” Sexton says. 

Her next novel, about Black students at 

practices. “What I wanted,” Sexton says, 
“was for the contemporary figures to be re-
incarnated versions of the older ones. And 
I wanted their stories to start to seem very 
parallel.” Eventually, she made the links 
generational instead. The story examines 
the relationship between white women 
and Black women, “especially in light of 
the 2016 election,” Sexton says. “I wanted 
to facilitate conversations that would foster 
reconciliation. I spend a lot of time focused 
on generational trauma, and I wanted to 
introduce the concept of generational hope 
and generational joy.”

As she sees it, On the Rooftop, though 
written during the pandemic and the ongoing 
national racial reckoning, is her most joyous 
book. It captures the exhilaration of perfor-
mance, of hearing applause that “roared in 
like a freight train.” And it treats its char-
acters’ differing aspirations and inevitable 
stumbles with compassion. An advance re-
view in Publishers Weekly called the novel 
“an affecting family story” and suggested that 
“Sexton brings undeniable power to her de-
piction of dreams fragmented and deferred.”

By its own admission, the publishing 
industry has struggled to diversify its lead-
ership and its offerings. “As successful as I 
feel I have been,” Sexton says, “I will never 
know the ways in which race has blocked 
these books. The gatekeepers of publishing 
are stricter with those who are not white 
male. I think it’s getting better. But I don’t 
think there’s any dispute that we’re still 
not where we need to be. I don’t think we’re 
always moving forward. But I’ve been opti-
mistic that we’re going to end on the most 
evolved side of things.”               

JULIA M. KLEIN  is a cultural reporter and 
critic in Philadelphia.
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Rachel Dratch ’88
A comic actor on a laugh-filled life

H E R  S T O R Y

Notable: 2022 Tony nominee for first Broadway perfor-
mance, in POTUS; recent and forthcoming films include I 
Love My Dad and Spider-Man: Across the Spider-Verse (voice 
role); author of Girl Walks into a Bar (2012), a memoir that 
opens at Dartmouth and concludes with motherhood at 43
Career: Writer and actor at Second City and Saturday Night 
Live (iconic performances during her 1999-2006 SNL stint 
included Debbie Downer and a 2020 guest gig as Sen. 
Amy Klobuchar); various TV, movie, and theater roles; now 
working on a sequel to 2021 Hallmark parody A Clüsterfünke 
Christmas
Education: A.B., drama
Personal: Lives in New York City with son Eli

“I grew up with a comedian’s mindset. My dad was very witty and funny. He 
did impressions of people. My parents also watched a lot of comedy on TV 
so I grew up watching Carol Burnett and Laugh-In and kind of stumbled 
across SNL. I was really fascinated by it even as kid.” 
“I don’t know what makes someone funny. It’s really hard to dissect comedy. 
I do know you don’t have to have performance energy to be funny. I guess 
you have to have a vulnerability about yourself.”
“Getting into the entertainment business isn’t as clear-cut as getting into busi-
ness or law or medicine. You have to find your own way. Because I come 
from improv, when young people ask me for advice I tell them, ‘Go to an 
improv class somewhere and you’ll find like-minded people.’ Not only will 
you get better, get more stage time, but you’ll accidentally network. If you 
write as well as act, you’ll have more agency. People are always looking 
for a good story.” 
“Writing is fun when it’s done. Doing it is kind of like climbing a mountain. 
You don’t even want to put on those hiking shoes, but when you’re done 
you’ve accomplished something. I like writing with someone else. I like 
collaborating. I didn’t really intend to be a writer, but at Second City, I had 
to come up with ideas and sketches as part of the job.”
“When you’re starting out, it’s easy to panic when you see a friend or some 
novice get a big role. You start thinking, ‘It’s never going to happen for me.’ 
But as long as you’re getting better every year, you can go at your own pace. 
No one I’ve worked with had a five-year plan.”
“Doing POTUS was a powerful experience because it featured a group of women 
dealing with issues people think about today. You could feel people laughing 
in the relief of being in a community. It felt good to have the experience of 
a comedy helping to process shared pain. Watching SNL’s weekly sketches 
is like that. Taking a moment to laugh can feel pretty good.” 
“Being nominated for a Tony was a crazy dream-world, pinch-me moment. I 
thought it was cool not just for me but for comedy.”
“I really like being around funny people, but it’s not a requirement. I just 
naturally have a lot of very funny friends. I wouldn’t want to be around 
people who are always making jokes, though, and always on and never 
having real moments.”
“I have fond memories of just about everything in my career. SNL was a dream 
job that also had a lot of stress attached because you had to come up with 
characters to try to put yourself on the show. When I was first off the show, 
I’d be like, ‘What are we doing Saturday?’ Now I’ve been off so long it’s fun 
to go back for little guest spots and just be in the building.” 
“I don’t wish I could go back and do any job again because it’s a journey, a 
beads-on-a-necklace sort of thing. Each thing you do teaches you a little 
something. I feel a lot better at my work now than I did 10 or 20 years ago. 
You get into a groove as you get older.”
“There’s a Debbie Downer in me whom I suppress. I don’t think I make the 
facial expression in real life, but I can have that reaction to something in 
the news. Unlike Debbie, I keep it to myself.”

LOOKING FOR A 
GUARANTEED RETURN?
LET’S DO THE MATH.

IT’S AN INVESTMENT THAT WILL ADD UP FOR YOU.
Learn more at dartgo.org/rates, email gift.planning@dartmouth.edu, 
or call 800.451.4067.

Invest in a Dartmouth life income plan and you’ll receive 
an immediate tax deduction and guaranteed income for life.
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Interview by L I S A  F U R L O N G



Elegant accommodations touched by historic legacy and exciting recreation offerings for  
everyone converge with exceptional culinary experiences at Vermont’s most beautiful address.

Where Luxury & Adventure Gather

Woodstock, Vermont   |   844.545.4178   |   www.woodstockinn.com

Alpine Skiing & Riding  •  Athletic Club  •  Nordic Skiing & Snowshoeing  •  Spa   
Fine Dining  •  Romantic Getaways  •  Family Vacations  •  Meetings  •  Social Events  •  Weddings   
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A WILD IDEA
HOW CONSERVATIONIST 

ALI FOX ’02
IS MAKING THE GREAT PLAINS

GREAT AGAIN
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