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It’s not easy to leave a lasting legacy. It requires thinking well beyond portfolio strategy to consider longer-term needs, 
like transferring wealth and minimizing tax implications. Since 1962, Raymond James advisors have carefully created 
forward-thinking financial plans that protect the things most important to you and your family. LIFE WELL PLANNED.

1973. 
Our grandparents 
went to Cape Cod 
and all we got was 
this super great 
beach house that’s 
still in the family in
2019.
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Hanover & Woodstock’s Premier Boutique Brokerage

5 The Green, Woodstock, VT 802.457.2600 | 23 South Main Street, Hanover, NH 603.643.0599

team@snyderdonegan.com | www.snyderdonegan.com

Selectively taking new listings. Please call to inquire.

CHANCE HILL FARM - Mt. Holly, VT THE NORTH HILL FARM - Lyme, NH

CLOVERTOP - Lyme, NH 18 KING ROAD - Hanover, NH



Woodstock, Vermont   | 802.457.6647   | www.woodstockinn.com

The Perfect Setting for an Exquisite Wedding 
is Vermont’s Most Beautiful Address.

The Woodstock Inn & Resort, one of New England’s most scenic, romantic, and luxurious destinations 
for a Vermont wedding, is ready to make your celebration perfect in every way. Our experienced staff will 

assist you with every detail — from room reservations to dinner menus, wedding cakes to rehearsal dinners.

The World’s Best Hotels   ~   Travel + Leisure

Personal Wedding Coordinator   • Full Wedding Venue Services   •   Exquisite Wedding Cakes  

Customized Wedding Menus   • Bridal Packages at The Spa   •   Year-round Recreational Activities   • Exclusive Room Rates
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YOU KNOW DARTMOUTH. 
NOW DISCOVER

Tuck Executive Education | exec.tuck.dartmouth.edu | 603-646-1217 | tuck.next.step@tuck.dartmouth.edu

Tuck Next Step is a general management certificate program that enables
elite athletes and military veterans to be successful leaders in the business 

world. Dartmouth alumni can help by referring candidates, sponsoring a 
participant, or representing their company as a panelist at Career Day.

TUCK.

Tuck Next Step
September 3-13, 2019 
April 2020
NEXTSTEP.TUCK.DARTMOUTH.EDU
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B I G  P I C T U R E

Field Work | Students at the organic farm just three 
miles from campus grow more than 2,000 pounds of organic 
produce each year, some of which ends up at the dining services 
farm stand in Collis. Here farm club members (from top) 
Gillian D’Acierno ’18, Alexa Wing ’20, Michael Kellman ’20, 
and Ralf Carestia ’18, Th’18, get their hands dirty in a field last 
summer.        Photograph by Eli Burakian ’00



B I G  P I C T U R E

Zero Gravity | “I get on my skateboard every day, 
weather permitting. Whether skating to class or destressing 
from work with a couple of kickflips and heelflips, I try to be 
on my skateboard every moment I can,” says Geo Morales 
’21. The history and Latino studies major from Arlington, 
Virginia, would like to see a dedicated skatepark on campus. 
Until then, he’ll execute his kickflips near Fairchild—as he does 
here framed by the D2D sculpture—with hopes that Safety & 
Security officers will let it ride.  Photograph by Eli Burakian ’00 
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BOOK EXCERPT
DESPERATE TIMES CALL FOR DESPERATE MEASURES WHEN A DEADLY VIRUS 

HITS THE U.S. IN THE DEBUT NOVEL BY CHARLES WHEELAN ’88.

INCLUDES “SEEN & HEARD”
A WEEKLY SELECTION OF ONLINE-ONLY MUST-READS ABOUT 

DARTMOUTH ALUMNI MAKING NEWS AROUND THE WORLD

MIKE RABIL ’06

The former Big Green 
football captain o� ers 
a bold new model for 

professional sports with his 
Premier Lacrosse League. 

BE SURE TO BROWSE THE DIGITAL DAM ARCHIVE
EVERY. ISSUE. EVER.

MORE THAN 100 YEARS OF DARTMOUTH ALUMNI MAGAZINE AVAILABLE 
AT YOUR FINGERTIPS IN A SEARCHABLE, PRINTABLE ARCHIVE

FROM THE ARCHIVE

THE ARTFUL LODGER  
By Carolyn Kylstra ’08

July/August 2008

Modern-day itinerant artist Jim Mott ’82 
might wander to your house and create a 
painting—if you provide room and board 

for the night.

YAN FAN ’11

Fan left a comfortable 
job in fi nance to pursue 

software engineering and 
start a Tokyo-based coding 

boot camp.

MATT CALKINS ’94

The head of software 
company Appian attributes 

his success in the boardroom 
to an obsession with 

board games.

FOLLOW DAM
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VOLUNTEER ON YOUR 

OWN OR WITH FAMILY 

AND FRIENDS

TRACK OUR PROGRESS 

AND SPREAD THE WORD

JOIN A DARTMOUTH-

ORGANIZED PROJECT

SHARE YOUR STORY 

 OF SERVICE USING  

#DARTMOUTH250

LOG YOUR HOURS 

OF SERVICE ONLINE

In honor of the College’s 250th anniversary, the Dartmouth 
community is aiming to make a difference around the world  
by contributing 250,000 hours of volunteer service in 2019.

But we can’t do it without you. Do you volunteer? Serve on  
a board? Give blood or donate goods to charity? Join The Call  
to Serve and help us reach our goal by logging your time at: 

THE CALL TO SERVE
INSPIRING OUR FUTURE
THROUGH SERVICE

DARTGO.ORG/CALLTOSERVE
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40
“The Grand Canyon 

Respects Nobody”
So says National Geographic photographer Pete McBride ’93, 

who learned to love it the hard way.
B Y  J A M E S  N A P O L I

50
The Voice

Sarah Mollo-Christensen ’03 pursues a career that keeps 
her well read.

B Y  R I C K  B E Y E R  ’ 7 8

52
American Odyssey

After a drug deal gone bad, Peter Kaldheim ’71 fled for his life and 
embarked on a cross-country epic of homelessness, hitchhiking, 
and empty pockets. The long road eventually led to redemption—

and his harrowing new memoir, Idiot Wind.
B Y  J A M E S  D .  W A L S H

JULY | AUGUST 2019 40

PE
TE

 M
C

B
R

ID
E

J U L Y / A U G U S T   2 0 1 9   11

12 | YOUR TURN Readers 
react.

Notebook
20 | CAMPUS News and 
notes from around the 
Green
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producer Julie Dunfey 
’80 records the stories of 
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Country Music.  
BY BETSY VERECKEY

35 | TRIBUTE 
A former protégé looks 
back on the times and life 
of conservative icon 
Jeffrey Hart ’51. 
BY JAMES PANERO ’98

39 | PRESIDENT
A forecast for the future 
of the College. 
BY PHIL HANLON ’77

Pursuits
57 | VOICES IN THE 
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NCAA basketball coach 
Courtney Banghart ’00, 
nonprofit founder David 
Silver ’12, Native rights 
attorney Elizabeth 
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Lawrence Rome ’74, 
activist Evelyn Chen ’01, 
and game inventor Owen 
Gottlieb ’95
62 | ALUMNI BOOKS

Class Notes
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Dennis A. Dinan ’61 on 
editing DAM in turbulent 
times 
BY LISA FURLONG
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S O U N D  B I T E S

“The College often 
treated its alums 

as infants.”
—DENNIS A. DINAN ’61 

PAGE 96
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“I’d been dodging the 
truth so long.”

—PETER KALDHEIM ’71 
PAGE 52

“Jeffrey Hart ran 
administrators and 

fellow faculty around 
the court of public 

opinion.”
—JAMES PANERO ’98

PAGE 35

“It was a really 
tough decision.”

—COURTNEY BANGHART ’00 
PAGE 57

HANOVER, NH Updated mid-century  
modern with 3 BR, 4 BA. Spacious 
cook’s kitchen, open concept living  
area, lower level for guests/ studio, 
cascading decks. $794,000.

LYME, NH Beautifully crafted 
waterfront home on Post Pond. 2+BR, 
4 BA. English Pub in Family Room. 
End of road privacy. Seasonal 2 BR, 
1 BA cottage. $695,000

FAIRLEE, VT Cottage on 12+/-ac with 
radiant heat, 2 BR, 2 BA. 2 room “summer 
house” included. Larger home & more 
land available. $265,000

NORWICH, VT Magnificent 4 BR 
3.5 BA home on 54+/-ac. Fabulous horse 
barn, dressage arena. Pristine pastures. 
$2,499,000

THETFORD, VT Long range views, open 
floorplan, pond, new heated barn. 3 BR, 
3.5 BA. 26+/-acres. Great for entertaining. 
$599,000

On The Green
Lyme, NH 03768

603-795-4816
•

Allen Street
Hanover, NH 03755

603-643-4200
•

www.marthadiebold.com

We
practice

a lost
art...

We
listen.

MERIDEN, NH Flag Farm, renovated 
farmhouse with newer heating, plumbing, 
wiring. 4 BR, 3 BA. Gorgeous kitchen. 
In-law apt. Barns. $1,100,000

FAIRLEE, VT Colonial with 19.7+/-ac 
with valley views. 17' x 30' studio; solar 
panels; 4 BR, 2.5 BA. Separate cottage 
& more land available. $449,000

STRAFFORD, VT Sensational 180 degree 
views! Spacious 3 BR, 3.5 BA home 
includes guest suite. Comfortable. 
Luxurious. $685,000

MDiebold.DAM.JulAug2019.indd   1 5/20/19   9:25 PM
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WRITE TO US
We welcome letters. The editor reserves the 
right to determine the suitability of letters 
for publication and to edit them for accuracy 
and length. We regret that not all letters 
can be published, nor can they be returned. 
Letters should run no more than 200 words 
in length, refer to material published in the 
magazine and include the writer’s full name, 
address, and telephone number. 

Write: Letters, Dartmouth Alumni 
Magazine, 7 Allen Street, Suite 201, 
Hanover, NH 03755
Email: DAMletters@dartmouth.edu
Online: dartmouthalumnimagazine.com

A Sense of Wonder
Thank you for the inspiring May/June 
issue. The well-written stories about the 
Rev. Steve Blackmer ’79 [“Nature Wor-
ship”], Galia Benartzi ’04 [“The Future of 
Money”], and Theresa Menders ’88 [“Ideal 
Exposure”] gripped my imagination and 
raised my spirits.

Each one in unique ways is binding us 
together, not splitting us apart. They are 
bonding us to a deeper human community 
with great sensitivity to the flaws in our 
world.

The seven alumni featured in the “Pur-
suits” department increased my joy. The 
gifts of their pursuits are strengthening 
our common community with justice, the 
arts, and service.

The cover photograph of the back of the 
Rev. Blackmer was one of the most provoca-
tive covers I have ever experienced. It drew 
me into his world and made me wonder.

CHARLES F. PIERCE ’58
Winter Springs, Florida

Leap of Faith
It was surprising that in a 2,805-word ar-
ticle purportedly about salvation and re-
demption in nature [“Nature Worship”], 
the name Jesus is mentioned only twice 
and only because of His relationship with 
trees, retreating to the groves and orchards 
for contemplation and then ultimately to 
be hung on a cross—“a tree stripped of its 
healing leaves.” To clarify for those who 
may not have read the Bible, Jesus did all 
the healing, not trees or leaves.

I commend Rev. Blackmer for taking a 
huge leap of faith from his former occupa-
tion into the clergy. The article seems to 
indicate he was an unlikely candidate for 
his new calling. That said, the Bible con-
tains grave warnings against false teach-
ings. The article’s title, “Nature Worship,” 
is 100-percent accurate, but the implied 
path to redemption via contemplative time 
in nature is 100-percent antithetical to the 

message of Christ’s dying on the cross. 
I would encourage seekers of salva-

tion and redemption to get to know Jesus 
Himself, whether in a forest, desert, island, 
plane, train, or automobile, rather than lose 
sight of the forest for the trees.

I searched scripture for the wisdom 
of King Solomon and King David on how 
they might reply to this misrepresentation 
of God’s Word, but, alas, the Holy Spirit 
advised I put it into secularized laymen’s 
terms, so in the words of Ron Swanson of 
the TV comedy series, Parks and Recre-
ation, “There’s only one thing I hate more 
than lying: skim milk. Which is water that’s 
lying about being milk.”

Let’s keep the main message the main 
message and not water it down. 

ADAM HEANEY ’93
Santa Ana, California

Your cover story on the Rev. Stephen Black-
mer and his nature worship proves once 
again that boutique religion, though popu-
lar these days, is just plain silly, or, to use 
Blackmer’s vernacular, f****** silly.

ELMER L. SULLIVAN ’52
Ewing, New Jersey

The Crypto Economy
“The Future of Money” is a very interesting 
article that points to a future with decen-
tralized and distributed money. The decen-
tralization of energy (electricity) and the 
continuing decentralization of information 
will be next. This is important, as it reas-
serts the primacy of cooperation and the 
commons. 

By implication, it rejects the false nar-
ratives of economist Friedrich Hayek and 
writer Ayn Rand, who brought us the disas-
ter of neoliberal economics. 

One has only to look at our current situ-
ation of radical inequality and the rapidly 
disintegrating environment to understand 
why we must reject neoliberal economics. 
It is imperative that we restore cooperation 
and the commons as fundamental compo-
nents of a 21st-century economy.

JOCK GILL ’67
Peacham, Vermont

Lasting Legacy
Your profile of Paul Tsongas ’62 [“Mr. T,” 
May/June] reminded me that when I in-
terviewed him in 1987 for a 25th reunion 
project, he said about his cancer, “When 
you go through what I’ve been through, you 
take it one day at a time, and you cannot be 

terrorized any more. You get nervous, but 
the fear factor is pretty much gone.” Paul 
was fearless in all that he did. We can still 
learn from him.

ROSS BURKHARDT ’62
Las Cruces, New Mexico 

I can’t remember exactly how I met Paul 
Tsongas, but it definitely occurred after we 
both graduated. He was in the very early 
stages of his presidential campaign and 
approached me about raising money for 
him in the Cleveland area. 

I explained to him that I had zero ex-
perience doing that sort of thing, but that 
didn’t seem to matter to him, or, more ac-
curately, he didn’t have many choices. 

I agreed to give it a try and arranged a 
lunch with a few business leaders. It was 
an outstanding success. Their excitement 
and generosity were palpable. Based on 
the success of this first effort, I expanded 
my fundraising activities geographically.

Alas, the campaign came to a grind-
ing halt, but not for the reasons stated in 
the article. Well, yes, lack of funds was a 
critical factor, but not because he couldn’t 
raise funds. It was because his campaign 
treasurer siphoned them off as fast as we 
could generate them. By the time this was 
discovered, it was too late, and, under the 
circumstances, Paul did the only thing he 
could do and that was to withdraw from 
the race.

A very sad loss for all of us. He would 
have been an amazing president.

I still have one of his campaign posters 
in my office. It reads “Another Economic 
Patriot for Paul Tsongas.” That captured 
the spirt of him and his campaign just 
perfectly.

PAUL M. GOLDBERG ’60
Cleveland Heights, Ohio

PRIVATELY SITED ON OVER 10 ACRES
This l ight-fil led Contemporary features dramatic spaces, 

stunning views, an in-ground pool, and more. Close to town.
NORWICH, VT | $849,000 | MLS#4749220

EVAN PIERCE | C: 201.401.4934
MARCUS RATLIFF | C: 802.356.2258

STUNNING HOME ON LAKE SUNAPEE
Memory-making home in Sunapee Harbor with

lovely lake views from nearly every room, wonderful
outdoor spaces, guest house, boathouse and dock.

SUNAPEE, NH | $1,950,000 | MLS#4732236
MARGARET WEATHERS | C: 603.491.9998

STUNNING CUSTOM DESIGNED TIMBER FRAME
This stunning home is an amazing retreat for the nature lover 

who also wants total privacy. From every room there are
views of the Mt. Sunapee foothills to the west.
BRADFORD, NH | $1,195,000 | MLS#4745268

MARGARET WEATHERS | C: 603.491.9998

200 ACRES OF NATURE’S PARADISE
Total privacy on 200 acres. Minutes to downtown

New London, Pleasant Lake, Lake Sunapee and I-89.
Several building sites with mountain views.
WILMOT, NH | $475,000 | MLS#4744148

MARGARET WEATHERS | C: 603.491.9998

LANDMARK HANOVER HOME
Located on the 18th green of the Hanover Country Club,

this property is a landmark home in one of Hanover’s
finest residential neighborhoods.

HANOVER, NH | $4,900,000 | MLS#4705658
LEAH MCLAUGHRY | C: 603.359.8622

PRIVATE CONTEMPORARY
Off a quiet country road, nestled into the sloping terrain this 

contemporary home offers privacy and views. Surrounded by 16 
acres you have access to hiking trails out your back door.

LYME, NH | $625,000 | MLS#4752078
LINDA WHITE | C: 802.356.5345

LIGHT-FILLED CAPE
Set on the edge of 165+/- acres of protected woodland,

this warm and cozy 3500 square foot three bedroom
home has many desirable features.

GRANTHAM, NH | $396,000 | MLS#4739417
AL MICHALOVIC | C: 603.359.4547

PRIVATE HOME IN OLD FARMS DEVELOPMENT
Come home to this private setting on 8.34 acres. This 

spacious contemporary Colonial built in 2012 offers four 
bedrooms with plenty of storage and three and a half baths.

GRANTHAM, NH | $479,000 | MLS#4734916
MELISSA ROBINSON | C: 603.667.7761

HANOVER   O:  603.643.6070  |   NEW LONDON   O:  603.526.4050  |   FOURSEASONSSIR.COM
16 Offices throughout New Hampshire and Vermont     |     Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated.

TREETOPS IS COMING FALL 2019
Perhaps the finest new construction project in years. Urban

Contemporary style with a setting that is purely New England.
LEBANON, NH | 67 ETNA ROAD | MULTI PRICED UNITS

EVAN PIERCE | C: 201.401.4934
This Condominium has not yet been registered by the New Hampshire Consumer Protection

and Antitrust Bureau of the Attorney General’s office, Department of Justice. Until such time
as registration has been issued, only non-binding reservation agreements may be accepted.

LIVE E XTRAORDINARY 

Photo: Likeness only.



Now is our time to stand up for our beliefs.
Now is our time to answer The Call to Lead.

calltolead.dartmouth.edu | #dartmouthleads

“ POWERFUL 
NATIONS HAVE
AN OBLIGATION 
TO WELCOME 
THOSE THEY 
HAVE UPROOTED.”  
Becca Heller ’05 
Lawyer, human rights activist

The Call to Lead supporter

BeccaHeller_DAM_2pg_Ad_FNL.indd   1 5/24/19   12:27 PM
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H A N OV E R  M O U N TA I N V I E W M O D E R N 
At the crest of King Hill  facing west and tucked in at the top of a very private clearing is where you 
will  f ind this exactingly designed and wonderfully executed modern country estate. Sited at the end 
of a shared drive in a location that offers both absolute privacy and head on orientation to the long 
range westerly views into the Green Mountains of Vermont, the main house and detached three bay 
barn/garage are located on over 11 acres of manicured lawns, stone walls, gardens and mixed northern 
hardwood forest. Inside you will  f ind the kind of volume-oriented and glass accented open-concept 
spaces found only in the contemporary mountain architecture of which this home is a fine example. 
Six miles to downtown Hanover, DHMC, Dartmouth College and part of the Dresden School District.

HANOVER, NH  |   $2,000,000  |   Detai ls  at  www.56KINGROAD.com

Rick Higgerson
17 1/2 Lebanon Street
Hanover, NH 03755
Rick.Higgerson@FourSeasonsSIR.com
O: 603.643.6070
C: 802.291.0436 Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated.

FourSeasonsSIR.com

HelloSummer
#perksofmembership

For information on membership 
and all our other offerings, 
visit www.dartmouthclub.com  
or call 212.986.3232.  
50 Vanderbilt Avenue,  
New York, NY 10017

We are bringing the Green to London to celebrate 
Dartmouth’s first 250 years and look to the next. 

Join us for an unforgettable weekend of learning, fun, 

and inspiration with alumni, families, and friends 

from ’round the girdled Earth. 

 

Learn more: Dartgo.org/CTLevents

L O N D O N   2 7 – 2 9  S E P T E M B E R  2 0 1 9

E U R O P E   M I D D L E  E A S T   A F R I C A

THE GLOBAL SUMMIT
D A R T M O U T H  A T  2 5 0

19-134 VPADV_GlobalSummit_DAM Ad_F.indd   1 5/23/19   3:18 PM
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Wise Words
Rob Hirschfeld’s quote from “Words of 
Wisdom” [May/June]—“I was wrong. I am 
sorry. I don’t know. I need help.”—from Lou-
ise Penny’s character, Armand Gamache, 
hit home. 

I shared those words (and their source, 
DAM) with the “Three Pines Friendly” 
Facebook page, whose members, like me, 
are fans of Ms. Penny and her novels. Since 
last night more than 200 people have liked, 
commented, and shared the quote. Many 
gave kudos to Dartmouth. 

NANCY DECOURCEY
Jefferson, New Hampshire

Ain’t No Mountain 
High Enough
“Uphill” [May/June] was a great, well-
written article about an inspiring story. 
Congratulations to all those women for 
their physical endurance and for overcom-
ing some obnoxious male chauvinism. But 
there’s one problem—the Gran Paradiso is 
not Italy’s tallest peak. It is Italy’s seventh-
tallest mountain.

LEW HITCHNER ’67
Sandy, Utah

Worship for All
I very much enjoyed the article about pro-
fessor Susan Ackerman’s course that asked 
the question, “Is Dartmouth a Religion?” 
[“True Believers,” May/June]. My response 
is, “Well, duh!” 

The article said that “Dartmouth ad-
mitted women to acknowledge their larger 
role in society.” That statement stuck in my 
craw. At the risk of revising history through 
my own lens, “church” leaders finally came 
to the conclusion that the way they had 
things set up was wrong. They had the hu-
mility to admit their failings and the cour-
age to lead the newly expanded faithful on 
a more fruitful, just path. 

When you look at the last 48 years of 
Dartmouth’s history, it is difficult to argue 
that there is any corner of the institution 
or any individual associated with it that 
has not been vastly improved by the shift 
that was considered by many at the time to 
be pure heresy.

WILLIAM L. HUTCHINSON ’76
Duxbury, Massachusetts 

EDITOR’S NOTE: Carol Wolf provided addi-
tional reporting for “The Future of Money” 
in the May/June issue.
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The former Montgomery fellow took a 
break from his current tour—he’s per-
forming Bach’s six suites for solo cello 
in one sitting at 36 venues—to speak at 
Commencement June 9. Among the 
seven honorary degree recipients were 
three alums: Oakland Athletics senior 
advisor Sandy Alderson ’69, attorney 
Hilary Tompkins ’90, and Rebecca 
Heller ’05 of the International Refugee 
Assistance Project.

Encore!
World-renowned cellist Yo-Yo 
Ma addresses class of 2019.

1,000+
new leaders are going out into the world, 

and you made it happen.
One in every two of these undergraduates receives financial aid, 
and the Dartmouth College Fund provides more than half of it.

Thank you to everyone who made a DCF gift in 2019—you truly made a difference.

Three cheers for you!

Dartmouth College Fund

dartgo.org/grad

Dartmouth College Fund

19-106 DCF_JulAug_DAMad.indd   2 5/16/19   2:00 PM
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“I try 
to be 

genuine.”

LOOK WHO’S TALKING
> GARRETT MUSCATEL ’20, Democratic State Rep. for Hanover

   i l l u s t r a t i o n  b y  ANDY FRIEDMAN

6 
College standing in a poll 
of more than 24,000 high 

school guidance counselors 
 

R A N K I N G S

7  
Dartmouth alumni and 

students named 
2019 Fulbright scholars

F E L LOW S H I P S

P R I M A R Y  C O LO R S

Eight Democratic presidential candidates made stops in Ha-
nover during the spring: Andrew Yang, Marianne Williamson, 
Beto O’Rourke (above), Amy Klobuchar, John Hickenlooper, 
Kamala Harris, Elizabeth Warren, and Julian Castro. Former 

Texas Congressman O’Rourke held a town meeting with more 
than 300 students at the Top of the Hop. “Going in, I thought 
he was a hollow candidate,” said Aryeh Lande ’22. She came 

away feeling differently. “I see a lot of genuineness to him and 
a good side that wants to change this country.”

B Y  T H E  N U M B E R S

Sports

12
Ivy titles won by the women’s 

lacrosse team after a 23-9 victory 
over Yale clinched a share of this 

year’s championship

39
Point differential in the DIAA spring 
championship men’s rugby match 

won by Dartmouth over Chico State, 
43-5

1
Dartmouth football player signed 
as an NFL free agent following the 
April draft (lineman Matt Kaskey ’19 

inked a deal with the L.A. Rams)

2
Women’s rugby players nominated 

for the top player in the country 
award—Emily Henrich ’22 and Kat 

Ramage ’19 (Henrich won)

600
Career wins for baseball coach Bob 

Whalen, who hit the mark on the 
last day of the season

2
First-place finishes by the women’s 

track-and-field team in May 
en route to winning the 

New England ChampionshipD
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“I create
dystopias in 
fictional form. 
I leave it up to 
the politicians 
to cook them 
up in reality.”

V I S I T I N G  V O I C E S

—NOVELIST MARGARET ATWOOD

Why did you win last fall?
College students care about issues I believe 
in—the environment, climate change, gun 
control, and healthcare. People shouldn’t die 
because they can’t afford medicine. 

How did you celebrate?
It was a Tuesday night, and I had class the 
next morning, so I couldn’t celebrate too much. 
I think I had an exam the next morning, too.

Describe a typical day on the job.
It’s normally three days a week. On a com-
mittee day I hear bills on the Commerce and 
Consumer Affairs Committee about banking, 
consumer protection, and insurance. 

What are local issues you’re passionate 
about?
Gun safety and gun control. We live on a 
campus, and students quite frequently are 
the victims of gun violence. It isn’t something 
we should have to worry about. 

Your bill to bring down prescription drug 
costs passed the N.H. House.
It was a lot of work. I had lobbyists on all 
sides, because insurance companies sup-
port lowering healthcare costs whereas the 
pharmaceutical industry is very opposed to 
lowering profits. 

How do you meet with constituents?
Students are my constituents! A nice thing 
about New Hampshire is there’s one legisla-
tor for every 3,300 Granite Staters, so it’s 
pretty easy to run into a legislator. 

Who is your role model?
Big fan of Barack Obama—I miss that guy. He 
put the country first to do what was best for 
the country, not for himself. He didn’t let his 
ego get in the way. 

How are your relationships across the aisle?
I’m friends with many Republicans, and we 
work together. There is a contingent, about 
60, who strongly believe gay and transgender 
people shouldn’t have rights. As a gay person, 
it’s hard for me to be okay with them, because 
they reject my existence. 

Will you be endorsing a presidential 
candidate?
Probably. I still need to figure out who’s going 
to be best for us at Dartmouth.

What do you see yourself doing in the future?
I’d like to go to law school, maybe go after 
companies that abuse the system and hurt 
people. I want to help make people’s lives 
better.                                                 —Annie Phifer ’20

C A M P U S     

E N G I N E E R I N G

Thayer Hires 
New Dean

“I am a voracious problem-solver. It’s the engineer in 
me,” says Alexis Abramson, new dean of the Thayer 

Engineering School. A mechanical engineer with public- and 
private-sector leadership experience in sustainable energy, 
Abramson arrives at a moment when the school holds much 
promise. Construction is underway on a new, $200-million 
building that will house Thayer, the department of computer 
science, and the Magnuson Center for Entrepreneurship. 
“We are exactly on time and on budget” for a fall 2021 open-

ing, Abramson says.
The new dean comes from 

Case Western Reserve Uni-
versity in Cleveland, where 
she’s taught mechanical and 
aerospace engineering since 
2003. She served as co-director 
of Case’s Great Lakes Energy 
Institute and worked as a tech-
nical advisor for Breakthrough 
Energy Ventures, a $1-billion 
venture capital firm launched by 

Bill Gates to address climate change. Abramson, 46, previ-
ously spent two years at the U.S. Department of Energy. 

“I have not followed a traditional academic path, because 
I have always been intrigued by the complexities at the 
intersection of the academic and external worlds,” says 
Abramson, a Cleveland native who is married and has two 
teenage children. “I think my varied background meshes well 
with what Thayer is about.” Her education includes B.S. and 
M.S. degrees from Tufts and a Ph.D. from the University of 
California-Berkeley, all in mechanical engineering. 

“She is an accomplished engineering scholar who under-
stands not only how to develop technology, but also how to 
connect that technology to sound public policy and to deploy 
that technology through commercialization,” says provost 
Joseph Helble, who served as Thayer’s dean for 13 years. 
Abramson’s new priority is to develop a strategic growth 
plan to build on what she calls Thayer’s “vibrant research 
activity” and “very distinctive” educational model. Her goals 
include raising the school’s profile and visibility. She hopes 
to provide students with more real-world experiences and 
bring in more visiting experts and faculty. She says she also 
hopes to grow “in a responsible way” the number of faculty at 
Thayer and to “significantly” boost the number of its gradu-
ate students.                                                                 —George M. Spencer

>
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84 Nelson Hill Road South, Sutton

Call Tabitha & Dimitri at 603.303.4208

2 Montview Drive, Hanover
Set Up High To Take In The Views

Call Mariruth Graham at 603.727.6172

www.CBLifestylesRE.com
@CBL i fes ty le sRE

26 Acorn Hill Road, Lyme

Call Wheelock St. Partners 603.728.7089 

603 Hanover Center Rd., Hanover
Lovingly Restored Historic Cape

Call Nan Carroll at 802.356.3560 

3755 Quechee Main St., Quechee
Spacious & Updated Coach Road Condo

Call Lisa Baldwin at 802.356.7200 Call Gabbie Black at 603.448.8795 

8 Chambers Circle, West Lebanon
Bright & Meticulously Maintained

Call Heidi Reiss at 603.443.0895

125 Summit Road, Sutton
Extraordinary Custom Home

(Agent Interest)

Call Karen Timbrell at 603.491.2797 

1964 Willard Road, Quechee
Inviting Modern Home W. Eastern Views

Call Kristy Hosmer at 802.369.4911

2
Former students who have 

joined the $70-million 
class action lawsuit against 

the College

P L A I N T I F F S

“I was losing hope. I was personally 
surprised that we found him.”
—New Hampshire Fish and Game sergeant Tom Dakai, 

following the rescue of a Dartmouth student who went missing during 
a hike on Mount Moosilauke in May 
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DAV I D  G .  B L A N C H F LOW E R 

Economics Professor

Not Working
A former member of the Bank of 
England Monetary Policy Commit-
tee writes that low U.S. unemploy-
ment figures paint a false picture. 
By practicing what he calls the 
“economics of walking about,” 
Blanchflower shows that many 
people are underemployed and 
have given up on finding a good job and 
that the economic recovery has failed to 
recoup losses caused by the crash of 2008.

Princeton University Press (June 2019), 
424 pp., $30

J A M E S  E .  D O B S O N
English Lecturer

Critical Digital Humanities
Humanities scholars increasingly 
use computers to analyze texts. 
Some have gone so far as to say 
traditional literary analysis is ob-
solete. Literary theorist Dobson, an 
expert on intellectual history and 
U.S. autobiographies, contends that 
these two means of evaluation can 
co-exist, and he warns that scholars ought 
not give too much deference to data mining 
and algorithmic tools. “Dobson explains 
how humanistic critical theory and com-
putational science might be considered 
complementary rather than antagonistic 
modes of inquiry,” notes Dartmouth English 
professor Don Pease, author of The New 
American Exceptionalism.

University of Illinois Press (March 2019), 
196 pp., $25

J E F F R E Y  A .  F R I E D M A N
Government Professor

War and Chance
Friedman’s research focuses on 
how risk affects national security 
decisions. Here he offers ways 
in which foreign policy analysts 
can better assess uncertainty 
in international affairs to make 
sound choices. Former CIA ana-
lyst Paul Pillar ’69 calls the book 
“an invaluable guide to thinking about 
the unknown.”

Oxford University Press (May 2019), 240 
pp., $35

R U S S E L L  M U I R H E A D
Government Professor

A Lot of People Are Saying
Think conspiracy theory—without 
any theory. Muirhead and his coau-
thor identify and examine a “new 
conspiracism,” in which truth, evi-
dence, sources, and dot-connecting 
don’t even remotely underlie the 
claims of government leaders. They 
argue that this not only threatens 
our ability to reason, compromise, or even 
disagree, it undermines democracy.

Princeton University Press (April 2019), 
232 pp., $27

HEALTHY STEPS 
Following a workplace 

conduct investigation, El-
liott Fisher, a health policy 

expert and professor of 
medicine, was removed as 
director of the Dartmouth 
Institute. Another institute 
administrator, Adam Keller, 

resigned.

GREEN PRIDE 
The theme for the 13th 
annual celebration of 

LGBTQIA+ Pride in April 
was “Different Strides, One 
Pride” and kicked off with a 

queer prom.

NO ONE YELLED 
“LOCK HER UP” 

“This generation doesn’t 
miss a beat,” Hillary Clinton 

tweeted of Dartmouth 
students following a May 
appearance at Spaulding 

Auditorium.

ETERNAL FLAME
In late July a memorial ser-
vice will be held for former 
outdoor programs director 
Andy Harvard ’71, who died 

earlier this year. 

JUST REWARDS 
The Saint-Gaudens Memori-
al recognized Baker Library 
with a medal for its efforts 
in conserving the papers of 
artist Augustus Saint-Gaud-

ens, a late-19th-century 
Beaux-Arts sculptor.

FIRST LADY 
Lynn Lobban, a female 
exchange student who 

pledged a campus
fraternity in 1968 and lived 

to write about it (DAM, 
Sept/Oct 2014), visited 
in May and spoke to an 

English class.

MOVING ON 
Senior associate dean of 

student affairs Liz Agosto 
’01 departed in June to 

become dean of students at 
Amherst College.

NOT MOVING ON 
Several students were 

still living in Sigma Alpha 
Epsilon’s house during the 
spring term, according to 

Hanover officials. De-recog-
nized in 2015 for alcohol-
related hazing violations, 

the house isn’t an approved 
student residence. 

NEW TUNE 
The class of 1977 has 

commissioned a new song 
about the College. “Lone 

Pine Prayer,” composed by 
Will Raymer ’09, was per-
formed by the Dartmouth 

Decibelles and Aires at 
the start of May’s Alumni 

Council meeting.

ALL YOU CAN EAT! 
Coming this fall: A new, 

unlimited swipes meal plan 
for students, which could 
shorten long lines at the 
Class of ’53 Commons.

MILESTONE 
The Nelson A. Rockefeller 

Center for Public Policy cel-
ebrated its 35th anniversary 
in May with a conference on 

leadership.

GO FIGURE 
The Big Bang Theory fea-

tured a prime number theory 
equation by math professor 
emeritus Carl Pomerance. 
His work about the unique 
qualities of the number 73 

appeared in the background 
on the TV sitcom.

URBAN WILDERNESS 
Freshmen have a new op-
tion for first-year trips in 

September with a program 
titled “Explore the Upper 
Valley” that will include, 

among other stops, a visit to 
a Vermont antique market.

RARE SIGHTING 
Health and Human Services 

Secretary Alex Azar ’88 
came to campus May 3-4 

and met with students 
interested in health careers.

C’MON, MAN
One of Hanover’s hotels 

advertised an $809 nightly 
rate for Commencement 
weekend. A three-night 
minimum was required.
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[ N E W  F I N D I N G S  A N D  R E S E A R C H  ]
Family Finances

Kids are great, if you can afford them.
.

How to Watch Fencing 
J E N N I F E R  W U  ’ 1 9   |  F E N C I N G  C L U B  C O - C A P T A I N

>>> “The U.S. government, re-
searchers, and corporations have 
used images of immigrants, abused 
children, and dead people to test 
their facial recognition systems, all 
without consent,” writes Jacque-
line Wernimont on Slate’s “Future 
Tense” website. The distinguished 
professor of digital humanities 
and social engagement made her 
discovery after reviewing public 
documents and materials obtained 
via the Freedom of Information 
Act from the National Institute of 
Standards and Technology (NIST). 
Technology companies and aca-
demic researchers use NIST’s facial 
recognition testing program—
which includes millions of images—
to evaluate the accuracy of their 
algorithms. “Any one of us might 
end up as testing material for the 
facial recognition industry, perhaps 
captured in moments of extraordi-
nary vulnerability and then further 
exploited by the very government 
sectors tasked with protecting the 
public,” writes Wernimont, whose 
research will be reviewed for publi-
cation later this year.

E U R E K A !
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>>> Having children makes parents 
happy “as long as they do not lead to 
difficulties in paying the bills,” writes 
economics professor David Blanch-
flower in a working paper published 
by the National Bureau of Economic 
Research. His study analyzed life 
satisfaction data from a million 
respondents in the European Union 
over the past decade. Researchers 
had previously found that having 
children made people less happy, 
but Blanchflower noticed that these 
studies had not controlled for fami-
lies’ financial well-being. “It’s not that 
children make you unhappy. It’s the 
fact that they bring lots of expenses 
and difficulties,” says Blanchflower. 
“It’s bloody obvious. Nobody before 
actually found that.” 

Face Value
Your headshot could be test fodder.

 

2
Summers the 
golf course is 
guaranteed to 

be open 

21
Innings played when Penn defeated 

Dartmouth in an April home game. It was 
the longest baseball game in Ivy League 

history, lasting more than six hours. 

O V E R T I M EF O R E !

A S K  T H E  E X P E R T

“It’s a way to 
celebrate our 

culture and who we 
are as a people.”

—Pow Wow organizer Skyler 
Kuczaboski ’21 on the May event

Q U O T E / U N Q U O T E

You see it as  
a capital gains  
tax liability.

We see it as  
a lifetime income  
stream—for you.

Publicly-traded stock. Mutual funds.  

Bonds. Closely-held stock. 

Transform your appreciated securities into a gift  

to Dartmouth that will provide you with a reliable  

stream of income for life.

 Create a Dartmouth Charitable Remainder Unitrust.

You’ll make a difference in the lives of  

Dartmouth students for generations to come.

Dartmouth Gift Planning

gift.planning@dartmouth.edu • 1-800-451-4067 • dartgo.org/CRUT

YOUR INVESTMENT IS YOUR LEGACY OF LEADERSHIP.

19-135_GP DAM Ad-CRUT_f.indd   1 5/17/19   2:07 PM

Dartmouth’s fencing club won first place in the 2018 national intercollegiate competition and 
finished in the top 10 this year. The club dates to the 1920s, when it was founded by coach and 
fencing master Gerald Cetrulo ’28. “Four years of fencing have helped me grow strong mentally. 
When you’re on the strip, it’s just you and the other person. Some people have described it as a 
game of chess, but you’re fencing,” says Wu. DAM asked her how a first-time spectator should 
watch a fencing meet.                                                                                                       —Alex Brown ’19
   
KNOW THE 
VARIANTS. 
There are three disci-
plines: epée, foil, and 
sabre. In foil, the target 
area is restricted to the 
torso covered by the lamé 
(an electronic vest that 
records touches, or hits). 
In sabre, the target area 
includes the arms. Mean-
while, in epée, fencers do 
not use a lamé because 
the entire body is a valid 
target area. Epée’s rules 
give no “right of way” to 
the attacker, making it 
slower and more defen-
sive. Sparring in sabre is 
faster because fencers 
can score by slashing with 
the entire sword instead 
of touching only with its 
point.

UNDERSTAND THE 
BASICS. 
There are three funda-
mental fencing moves: 
attacks, parries, and 
disengages. An attack 
comes from extending 
one’s arm forward. A 
parry is the reaction to an 
attack by deflecting away 
the blade. A disengage 
happens when a fencer 
goes around the parrying 
blade for a touch. 

LOOK FOR THE 
TOUCH.
Bouts in fencing usually 
go until five points with a 
three-minute limit. If time 
runs out, then the person 
with most points wins. In 
sabre, however, there is 
no timer. The objective is 

to score five touches in 
team competition or 15 
touches in direct elimina-
tion matches.

WATCH FOR 
OVERCONFIDENCE 
OR WEAKNESS.
A fencer may have great 
technique, but if his 
mental game is weak, 
he can fall apart on the 
strip, the long, narrow 
rectangular playing area. 
A sudden loss of form or 
over-aggressiveness may 
signal poor concentration.

FOLLOW THE 
FOOTSTEPS. 
Keep an eye on the dis-
tance between fencers. To 
time an attack, a fencer 
must have a precise sense 

of the distance between 
himself and his opponent. 

WATCH THE REF. 
When simultaneous hits 
occur in foil and sabre, 
the referee decides who 
wins a point by determin-
ing which had the attack 
or “right of way.” (Only 
epée gives points to both 
fencers for simultaneous 
touches.) Because the 
fencing mask doesn’t 
cover the back of the 
head, a ref will issue a 
penalty card if a fencer 
turns her back to her 
opponent. Aggressively 
engaging core-to-core 
(pushing the other 
fencer) may also result in 
a penalty.

Dartmouth students 
fencing in the 1920s
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R E U N I O N S

Comeback Story
Alumni first returned to campus for official 
reunions in 1855, the year the alumni associa-
tion was founded. Little is known about prior 
on-campus classmate get-togethers. This year 
about 4,000 alumni will return for the June 
reunion season. Here’s a brief look at the  
season of happy returns both past and present. 

—George M. Spencer

➺ MONEY TALKS
The 1855 on-campus alumni dinner had 
“a list of speakers of appalling length,” 
according to one history book. Twenty-
four newly minted graduates spoke 
on themes such as “Self-made Men” 
and “The Dominion of Plato.” President 
Nathan Lord had created the alumni 
association that year for the “more 
effectual raising of money,” he said.

➺ WE WANT MORE!
Initially reunions for all classes were 
held only every three years. In 1883 
they became annual. 

➺ OPPORTUNITY KNOCKS
For the College’s centennial year 
in 1869, administrators promised 
to “prevent, as far as possible, 
extortionate charges” by locals 
renting rooms. Later, The Dartmouth 
reported townsfolk gouged visitors so 
badly “they lost the only opportunity 
this generation will ever see” to “gain 
a reputation for hospitality.” 

➺  “WILD AND LUDICROUS”
The worst hailstorm “in living 
memory,” reported The Dartmouth, 
forced an end to alumni speech-
making in 1869 despite being held 
under a huge tent that measured 
360 by 40 feet and seated 3,000. 
“Dignified Judges and Doctors 
of Divinity were hiding under the 
benches, tables, and the platform….
It was wild and ludicrous beyond 
conception,” according to The D.

➺  BEFORE SELFIES
Be “prepared to make an exchange 
of photographs” with classmates, 
College organizers wrote alums in 
1869. Each class was also asked to 
leave a photo album of its members 
at the library.

➺ NO “TRAP”
In 1883 alumni president John 
Wentworth, class of 1836, told alums 
as far back as the class of 1809 
that “there is no financial scheme 
connected with this gathering. 
Neither the trustees nor the faculty 
are soliciting contributions.” The 
Dartmouth chimed in, saying, “This 
is no trap…but a most commendable 
plan to bring back the sons of Old 
Dartmouth to the scenes of their early 
pleasures and trials.” 

➺ FOWL FOOD
The 1883 event was a “grand love 
feast,” according to a newspaper 
account, with 237 men from 57 
classes returning. One traveled 
1,500 miles. But they all dined on 
“leather chicken and cotton-batting 
biscuit[s].” The food was better than 
in previous years, the reporter noted.

➺ CULTURE CLASH
A century ago classes vied to outdo 
each other by dressing in zany get-
ups. In 1910 the class of 1900 made 
“a splendid showing in their Dutch 
uniforms…1907 with the policemen’s 
uniforms [came in] a close second, 
however, while 1905 in linen dusters 
and sombreros [were] also a source 
of amusement,” reported The D.

➺ MAKING TRACKS
Chicago alum George Liscomb, 
class of 1907, invited men in 1911 to 
return to Hanover via train from the 
Windy City in a “special car party” 
with the “best connections, lowest 
rates…and personal supervision for 
Dartmouth men.”

➺ HOAXERS
A “long unheard from” grad 
conspired with another alum at an 
early 1900s reunion and passed 
himself off as John Barrett, the 
former U.S. minister to Siam and 
Argentina, according to the Monitor 
& Patriot newspaper of Concord, 
New Hampshire. “Not until the 
tale of the distinguished traveler 
reached the ears of the college 
authorities and they sought him out 
to do him due honor did the jokers 
desist,” the report said. The real 
Barrett attended Tulane. 

➺ AT WAR 
WWII put the kibosh on reunions 
from 1943 to 1945. Their absence 
left “something like an aching void 
in the history of the College….Not 
being able to have a chance to 
slap a Chief Justice on the back or 
address a Governor as ‘Hi, there, 
Fat,’ will be to lose something out 
of life,” reported one newspaper. 
In 1993, 500 members of the V-12 
Navy College Training program 
returned for a reunion ceremony 
that honored their service.

➺ AT EASE
When festivities resumed in 
1946, they took place during six 
weekends to accommodate 7,000 
participants. 

➺ GONNA FLY NOW
To inspire classmates to return 
in 2015 for its 25th, the class of 
1990 posted a YouTube video in 
which Michael Keller ’90 trains like 
Rocky Balboa for the challenge of 
meeting old classmates.

➺ DIGGING UP MEMORIES
In 2017, College workers used a 
metal detector to hunt for a time 
capsule the class of 1992 thought 
it buried its senior year. This goose 
chase ended when alums learned 
the capsule had been stored in 
Rauner. It held cassette tapes, 
photos, T-shirts, and a Frisbee. 

➺ SWAG!
Last year the College held 390 
receptions, lectures, tours, talks, 
and meals; employed 128 students; 
pitched 29 tents; served 10,242 
dinners; bought 879 bags of ice; 
and handed out 4,000 glow sticks, 
500 beach balls, 3,500 pairs of 
green-and-white sunglasses, and 
2,500 ice cream novelties.

➺ BLAST OF GREEN
Don’t call them fireworks, says Matt 
Shea, a VP at Atlas PyroVision. 
They’re pyrotechnics. For the past 
10 years his computer wizardry 
has created the two-minute aerial 
shows viewed from the Green. 
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▲

▲“Step outside
your comfort zone 

and try new experiences. 
You never know when
you might make your  

best memories.” 
—LEAH TAN ’19

ECONOMICS &
PSYCHOLOGY

▲

“The times you fail 
are often the times 

when you learn 
the most.”

—BILLY KOSMIDIS ’19
GOVERNMENT

▲

“Meet as many 
people as you can. 
Don’t get stuck in 

the high school clique 
mentality.” 

—JACK SMUL ’19
ECONOMICS

Older & Wiser
Seniors give freshmen their secrets to success.

I N S T A - S T U D E N T

“Take classes 
you’re interested 

in, not ones 
you think are easy.”
—LAUREN BISHOP ’19
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Meet the Beatles!
What led a Dartmouth student to crash a Fab 
Four press conference? Beatlemania, of course.  

b y  R I C H A R D  H E R S H E N S O N  ’ 6 7

I t was 1964, and the Beatles were com-
ing—to Boston. Everybody knew it. But 
how many people can say they came up 

with a plan to crash the pre-concert press 
conference and toss a few questions at 
John, Paul, George, and Ringo? 

Here’s how it happened 55 years ago: 
I was a 17-year-old freshman. Two of my 
Marblehead (Massachusetts) High School 
friends, Steve Small, who went to Yale, and 
Charlie Kimball, who was at Harvard, were 
Beatles diehards just like me. We started 
scheming up ways we might crash the 
band’s press conference the afternoon of 
its show at Boston Garden. Steve was a 
DJ on the Yale radio station, WYBC, so 
he called the hotel and asked for one of 
the radio reporters he had just heard do-
ing a live report. The guy told him to call 
Beatles press manager Bess Coleman, who 
was also staying at the hotel. Next thing 
he knew, Steve was talking to her and told 
her he was from Yale radio and wanted to 
cover the event. She was delighted. “Sure, 
just ask for me, and I’ll let you in,” she said. 
This was September 12, the morning of the 
event. Could it be that easy?

Almost. The three of us tossed on 
sports jackets and ties and raced to meet 
up at the Madison Hotel in Boston. It was 
a madhouse. We walked through thou-
sands of kids milling around the street, 
girls screaming everywhere, to find our-
selves at a guarded door. Steve showed a 
guard his press card, and in he went. Sadly, 
Charlie and I didn’t work for our college 
paper or radio station and were denied 
entry. We retreated into the crowd.

“Wait a second,” I said to Charlie. 
Almost without thinking, I ran back to 
one of the guards. Charlie followed me. I 
showed the guard my freshman ID card 
with my picture on it and said, “I’m from 
the Dartmouth press, and here’s my press 
card.” He looked at it and mumbled, “Okay, 
you can come in.” Charlie showed him an 
ID and raced in with me. Obviously, the 
security was not too tight.

Charlie and I rushed upstairs to a 
big holding area next to another guarded 
room—that’s where the Beatles would 
meet the media. Loads of reporters await-
ed entry, along with other kids who had 
found their way in. We heard an authori-
tative voice yell to clear all the kids out. I 
grabbed Charlie, and we ducked into the 
men’s room. After about five minutes we 
came out. We didn’t see Steve, and we were 
wondering how the heck we were going to 
get in the guarded room. I heard someone 
say, “Miss Coleman.” Instinctively, I raced 
over and didn’t miss a beat. “Miss Cole-
man, my name is Steve Small from the Yale 
radio station. I spoke to you this morning, 
and you said I could get in,” I fibbed. I don’t 
know if I’ve ever had that kind of lightning 
thought before or since. “Oh sure, come 
right with me,” she replied, leading us to 
the door where the guard let us pass.

The place was still pretty empty. We 
saw Steve sitting in the front row. We 
strolled to the row behind him, sat down, 
and tapped him on the shoulder. You should 
have seen the expression on his face.

The rest was heaven. The Beatles ca-
sually entered and sat at a table full of mi-
crophones and some ashtrays. Everyone 
applauded. I was struck by how pale they 
were, but I was on cloud nine, my feet three 
feet above the ground. They acted like, hey, 
no big deal, but I was in disbelief heaven. 

I finally gathered my wits and real-
ized that since I was masquerading as a 
reporter, I was allowed to ask questions. So 
I did: Who does most of the lead singing? 
Paul and John kept saying, “He does” and 
“No, he does.” I also asked what kinds of 
guitars they played. “I use a Rickenbacker,” 
said John. I don’t even remember my third 
question.

Steve had a Polaroid instant camera 
and yelled “Ringo!” When he looked over, 
Steve took his picture. Ringo looked at him 
with amusement. “Now what newspaper 
would you be from, with a Polaroid?” he 
asked. Steve later asked Ringo to do a pro-

mo for WYBC, but he wouldn’t do it. They 
were witty, disarming, and unpretentious. 
It was all pretty snappy.

As soon as the press conference ended, 
I rushed up and grabbed an ashtray full of 
ashes, butts, and chewed gum, as well as a 
cigarette pack and a card from a reporter to 
Beatles press agent Derek Taylor that said, 
“Get me John and I will love you forever.”

There was a final twist and shout of 
good fortune. Most of the reporters received 
a postcard-size picture of the Beatles with 
their autographs stamped on it. I told Taylor 
that I didn’t get one. He reached into his 
jacket pocket and pulled one out for me. 

After the press conference a member 
of the Beatles posse asked if we had tickets 
to the concert. We said no, and he gave us 
his last ticket. We were stunned, but we 
decided it would be unfair if only one of 
us got to go. Outside we saw a girl with her 
mother, I think, pleading for a ticket. We 
sold it for something like $6.75 and split 
the proceeds three ways.

Later I looked and realized the auto-
graphs on my card were real, signed with 
a blue pen. Of course I still have the card. 
It’s in my safe deposit box. My mom didn’t 
care for the ashtray. “You’re not going to 

keep John’s cigarette ashes in the house!” 
she insisted. Out it went.

As a postscript, 50 years later the West 
End Museum in Boston found out about 
our story and held a 2014 anniversary 
event—not of the Beatles concert, but of 
our attending their press conference. They 
set up a press table with microphones like 
the ones used by the Beatles, and the three 
of us—still friends and still Beatlemani-
acs—sat there and told our story, and people 
asked us questions. It was a classic, one-of-
a-kind turnaround.

Steve, Charlie, and I still get together. 
On my last birthday Charlie sent me a card 
that read: “Always believe something won-
derful is about to happen.”                                        

RICHARD HERSHENSON is a commercial and 
real estate lawyer in New York City. 

“They acted like, hey, 
no big deal, but I was in 
disbelief heaven.”

i l l u s t r a t i o n  b y  LARS LEETARU
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On the Road Again
Documentary film producer Julie Dunfey ’80 records the stories of 
America. Up next: Country Music.  b y  B E T S Y  V E R E C K E Y

I t’s the middle of the night, and Ken 
Burns lies awake in bed trying to 
solve a problem: How can he film the 

floor-to-ceiling murals inside the Mis-
souri State Capitol to make them come 
alive? 

At 6 a.m., a somewhat more reason-
able hour, the documentary filmmaker 
dials his producer, Julie Dunfey, with the 
solution. 

“We should rent a crane,” he proposes.
“I remember that phone call very 

well,” Dunfey recalls 32 years later. It’s 
a story she often recounts when people 
ask her what it’s like to work with Burns, 
cofounder of Florentine Films and an 
award-winning filmmaker whose mind, 
she says, is “always turning” with ideas.

What Burns and Dunfey couldn’t have 
imagined back in 1987, while swooping 
over Thomas Hart Benton’s murals, side 
by side on a crane, their legs dangling in 
the air, was that together they would shoot 
another Benton mural—The Sources of 

little need to rent a crane or haul equipment 
to an archive to take a photo that can now be 
scanned or found online, nor is there a need 
to change camera rolls every 11 minutes 
while doing interviews. 

But there’s still plenty of work for in-
terns, some of whom have gone from Flo-
rentine to film careers. David Schmidt ’09 
worked his way up from intern to copro-
duce Benjamin Franklin (2022) with Burns. 
Elena Ridker ’16 became an associate pro-
ducer for the comedic sitcom Broad City. 
Hallie Reichel ’18, who made a documen-
tary about Dartmouth’s organic farm as an 
undergrad, spent her time on Country Mu-
sic knee-deep in research, double-checking 
facts and verifying historical details—all 
“cool and exciting” work, she says, that 
didn’t make her “feel like an intern.”

Entertainment lawyer Drew Patrick 
’93 stepped into the world of documentary 
filmmaking when he went to a New York 
City dinner party and unknowingly sat next 
to one of Burns’ producers. Eventually he 
was repping Florentine Films. “Somebody 
once told me that luck is when preparation 
meets opportunity, and I got really lucky 
when it came to that opportunity,” says 
Patrick. 

After The Civil War, Dunfey (a DAM 
board member) earned an Emmy for her 
production work on Florentine’s The Na-
tional Parks: America’s Best Idea (2009), 
which she loved for its majestic scenery and 
central message: “These belong to all of us.” 

When that project wrapped, Dunfey 
visited nursing homes in Kansas and New 
Mexico, scouting seasoned storytellers her 
team could interview for The Dust Bowl 
(2012), a story with a message that still 
resonates. “We destroyed the second larg-
est ecosystem in the United States in the 
matter of a few decades, and we’ll never get 
it back,” Dunfey says. “I love that caution-
ary tale.”

Interviewing is one of Dunfey’s most 
beloved parts of the job, especially “when 
it really clicks,” she says. Most of the men 
and women she spoke to for The Dust Bowl 
were in their 80s and 90s, the age of her 
parents. Some were centenarians. “Their 
adult children would bring them to the in-
terview and, at the end, would turn to me 
and say, ‘I’ve never heard that story before.’ 
We were probably the last people to get 
their stories.”           

BETSY VERECKEY is a freelance writer. She 
lives in Hanover.

Lynn, Willie Nelson, Merle Haggard, Reba 
McEntire, and other legends. Some of the 
stars burst into song while the camera 
rolled. Dunfey visited Nashville so much 
she didn’t need a GPS to get around. For two 
years she traveled at least seven to 14 days 
at a time, sometimes beyond Tennessee to 
Texas or California. 

Next came the editing. Dunfey tackles 
those duties from the team’s dog-friendly 
office, a home built in 1842 in the village 
of Walpole, New Hampshire. Once a doc-
tor’s office, the quirky abode has creaky 
hardwood floors and steep stairs that lead 
to quiet nooks where editors work their 
magic. “Just when you get tired of being on 
the road, you get to be at home to edit for a 
couple years,” says Dunfey.

A New Hampshire native and under-
grad history major, Dunfey got her start 
in film as a graduate student in history 
at Stanford. She made a 10-minute short 
about polygamous Mormon women, the 
topic of her master’s thesis. Around the 
same time, Burns was gaining attention 
for his 1981 documentary Brooklyn Bridge, 
which earned him an Academy Award 
nomination. 

That same year, Dunfey decided to 
take a chance. “I just called him up,” she 
recalls. “People used to do that.” It worked. 
Burns invited her to spend a day with him 
in Canterbury, New Hampshire, where he 
had started work on a film about the Shak-
ers. “She immediately caught my attention 
because she was smart and professional,” 
Burns says. Dunfey asked for a job, but 
Burns says he was “barely hand to mouth” 
and didn’t have the budget. He did, how-
ever, weigh in with guidance while Dun-
fey turned her short film into a full-length 
movie. When she finished it in 1984, she 
sent it to Burns.

“It was terrific,” recalls Burns, who 
was working on The Civil War (1990) and 
needed help juggling projects. “You have a 
job if you come east,” he told her.

She joined the team in 1986, and for the 
next four years Dunfey learned the nuts and 
bolts of filmmaking. She filmed plenty of 
sunsets and sunrises, waking before dawn 
to capture the perfect light on battlefields. 
“It was really fun,” she recalls. She mounted 
archival photographs to a stand, zoomed in 
for five seconds, then panned left, a tech-
nique utilized by Burns that would come to 
be known as the “Ken Burns Effect.” 

Back then, filming was arduous. Digiti-
zation has transformed the process. There’s 

Country Music—for their documentary,  
Country Music, which airs September 15 
on PBS.

It’s an intimidating topic, given the 
amount of material to winnow down—
Country Music has been in the works 
since 2012. The film focuses on perform-
ers and their lyrics, with plenty of soulful 
tales of alcoholics, cheating husbands, 
and unwelcome mistresses. “We try and 
let the music live in this series,” says 
Dunfey. 

First came the interviews, 101 of 
them, sometimes two every day for five-
day stretches, with Dolly Parton, Loretta 

“We try and let 
the music  
live in this series.”

KEN BURNS EFFECT
Dunfey met up with 
Willie Nelson and 
dozens of country 
greats for the Florentine 
Films project. 



Celebrating over 50 years of Service, Knowledge & Results

Offices: Ten Post Office Square, Boston, MA 02109 | Four The Green, Woodstock, VT 05091 | One Capitol Street, Suite 300, Concord, NH 03301

Stone Ridge Farm – Vermont Classic • Rupert, VT

Sheep Run Farm – Near Woodstock • West Windsor, VT

Camp Endo – Mountain Retreat • Jamaica, VT

Sansui – Beautiful Views • Cornish, NH Maple Leaf Farm – Near Dartmouth • Lyme, NH

CAMP ENDO: 417± Acres • $10,150,000
Story Jenks | 802-238-1332 | sjenks@landvest.com 

SANSUI: 46± Acres • $975,000  
Kristin Hayes Claire | 603-494-9448 | kclaire@landvest.com

MAPLE LEAF FARM : 86± Acres • $2,175,000
Kristin Hayes Claire | 603-494-9448 | kclaire@landvest.com 

STONE RIDGE FARM: 131± Acres • $995,000  
Dia Jenks | 802-238-1549 | djenks@landvest.com

SHEEP RUN FARM: 21.52± Acres • $3,650,000 
Chris Lang | 802-274-4048 | clang@landvest.com 

Select Offices: 
Ten Post Office Square, Boston, MA 02109

Four The Green, Woodstock, VT 05091

One Capitol Street, Suite 300, Concord, NH 03301

www.landvest.com

no
te

bo
ok

 J U L Y / A U G U S T  2 0 1 9     35

T R I B U T E     

Losing 
Hart
A former protégé looks 
back on the times and 
life of conservative icon 
Jeffrey Hart ’51.   

b y  J A M E S  P A N E R O  ’ 9 8

Jeffrey Hart, who died in February, 
contained multitudes. A profes-
sor of English as well as a senior 

editor at National Review, a speechwriter 
for Presidents Richard Nixon and Ronald 
Reagan, and the founding advisor of The 
Dartmouth Review, he embraced contra-
diction. He was a conservative who turned 
away from ideology—and away from the 
Republican Party, in the end—to look to 
the lessons of literature and history to map 
out his political path.

The realities of Hart’s own experience 
could make their own fiction. In When the 
Going Was Good!, his 1982 paean to the 
1950s, Hart wrote frequently of his own 
upbringing: The 1930s wrecked the family 
fortunes. Hart’s father, Clifford, class of 
1921, was an out-of-work architect who 
taught in public schools. His mother, who 
danced and sang in the great musicals of 
the 1920s and once “rode on a swing in 

Hart liked to say he 
was enrolled in the 
College since birth.

i l l u s t r a t i o n  b y  DAVID JOHNSON

one of the Ziegfeld Follies,” settled the 
family “in a thirty-five-dollar-a-month 
apartment in Queens.”

Hart was a child of the Great Depres-
sion, but he lived life like someone out to 
restore the Roaring Twenties. America 
is a “willingness of the heart,” he liked 
to quote from F. Scott Fitzgerald. On the 
grass courts of the West Side Tennis Club 
in Forest Hills, Hart found his proving 
ground. Tennis became “an activity to 
which I totally committed myself during 
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my most impressionable years,” he wrote. 
“Beneath the off-white, monogrammed 
polo shirts and cable-stitch sweaters, there 
beat the fierce heart of a Cromwellian.”

Tennis took Hart from Stuyvesant, 
N.Y.C.’s great specialized high school, to 
Dartmouth, where he aced the varsity team 
and burned out the coaching staff. Since 
the age of 5, Hart had attended every Dart-
mouth-Princeton football game. He liked 
to say he was enrolled in the College since 
birth, but as a student he found the postwar 
campus more concerned with social than 
academic life. So he dropped out to write 
fiction and landed a job with a publisher 
back in New York City. Through the city’s 
literary scene, he connected with profes-
sors at Columbia and enrolled there as an 
English major.

After four years in Navy intelligence 
during the Korean War, Hart returned to 
Columbia to earn his doctorate, special-
izing in 17th- and 18th-century English 
literature. He found himself on Columbia’s 
fast track, but his tenure chances were de-
railed when he started writing book re-
views for National Review. His mentor, 
essayist Lionel Trilling, tried to convince 
Hart to quit the publication. Instead, Hart 
returned to his father’s alma mater, joining 
the English department at Dartmouth in 
1963. When he became National Review’s 
senior editor in 1969, Hart began flying to 
New York City twice a month for editorial 
meetings and dinners with founder and 
editor William F. Buckley Jr. Hart stayed 
in the smallest room at the Yale Club and 
kept his typewriter in a gym locker.

Back at Dartmouth, Hart ran adminis-
trators and fellow faculty around the court 
of public opinion. He wrote a twice-weekly 
syndicated column that appeared in 500 
newspapers. He was given Buckley’s old 
stretch limousine and parked it in front of 
Sanborn Library, taking up multiple spaces. 
When his son, Benjamin ’81, was an under-
grad, he and other disaffected writers from 
The Dartmouth founded their own indepen-
dent newspaper. When Dinesh D’Souza ’83 
became its student editor, he lived for a time 
at the Hart home. “More or less, The Dart-
mouth Review was launched in the living 
room of my house,” Hart wrote. He served as 
its advisor for the rest of his life. “One defi-
nition of good journalism is printing things 
that someone does not want printed,” he said 
of the outspoken publication.

Through 30 years of teaching (1963 to 
1993) and well into his retirement, Hart cast 

a larger-than-life presence over campus. “To 
be Jeffrey Hart’s student was to be initiated 
into the culture of the West by an unashamed 
partisan,” wrote conservative blogger Scott 
Johnson ’73. Hart checked his politics at the 
door and let the lyricism of  “books, arts, and 
manners” lead the way for students. “In all 
of his courses Hart stressed two skills, read-
ing and writing,” says Peter Robinson ’79, a 
Hart student who went on to craft Reagan’s 
exhortation to Mikhail Gorbachev to “tear 
down this wall.” “Do your reading. Experi-
ence the characters the author presents. 
Enter his world.”

The Making of the American Conser-
vative Mind, his 2005 history of National 
Review, proved to be Hart’s last grand 
statement. It also announced his most 
unexpected change of game. The book 
was meant to be a promotional vehicle for 
the publication at the height of the Iraq 
War. Yet Hart concluded it with an attack 
on President George W. Bush, calling him 
the “bottom among American presidents” 
in the original manuscript, language that 
was softened before the final printing. The 
statement signaled a break with conserva-
tive colleagues, whom Hart considered to 
be in lockstep with the Republican Party. 
“I suppose I have always been a conserva-
tive of some sort,” Hart wrote in When the 
Going Was Good! Yet in his final years, he 
campaigned for Barack Obama and embry-
onic stem-cell research.

The Hart-break was an early indicator 
of the breakup of conservative consensus. 
What began in fusion ended in fission, with 
Donald Trump emerging from the wreck-
age of the Republican establishment. Hart’s 
young protégé, Joseph Rago ’05, the bril-
liant Pulitzer Prize-winning columnist 
who died just 12 years after his gradua-
tion, called Hart’s dissent “the most rigor-
ous, utterly principled, and intellectually 
stimulating ever set down.” 

Hart believed that argument restored 
culture from the forces of entropy and egal-
itarianism. “The goal of intellect is always 
there: cognition, the self-cleansing act of 
trying to see the object of knowledge as 
clearly as possible,” he wrote. Hart strove, 
in the words of poet and cultural critic Mat-
thew Arnold, “in all branches of knowledge, 
theology, philosophy, history, art, science, 
to see the object as in itself it really is” and 
to teach us how to see it for ourselves.       

JAMES PANERO  is executive editor of The 
New Criterion. 
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Not every Dartmouth president is lucky enough to preside over the institution dur-
ing a significant anniversary year, yet every president who does feels compelled 
to look toward the future. I eagerly anticipate a campus dialogue planned for 

June 15, when the deans of the arts and sciences, graduate and advanced studies, and the 
professional schools will join chair of trustees Laurel Richie ’81 and me for “Disrupted 
or Disruptor: Dartmouth in a Changing World,” a public roundtable discussion of the 
future we want for our institution. 

It’s impossible to predict what the next 250 years will bring. Those who signed the 
Dartmouth charter in December of 1769 could never have envisioned the richness of in-
tellect, backgrounds, and activities that characterize 
today’s campus and community, nor could they have 
predicted the impact that this institution would have 
on the world two and a half centuries later.

They were focused on the four students who 
would comprise the inaugural Dartmouth class of 
1771: four white males who hailed from New Hamp-
shire and adjoining states. Three were preparing for 
the clergy, one was preparing for the law.

By contrast, the class of 2019 is 1,100 strong, 
representing all 50 states and more than 50 foreign 
nations. They are an equal mix of men and women, and 40 percent are people of color. 
They will earn undergraduate and graduate degrees in more than 60 concentrations, many 
in subjects such as computer science that would surely exceed the wildest imaginations 
of those first four graduates.

Attempting to predict the future may seem futile, but, in truth, it is what drives us 
forward. Education is, by its nature, a future-oriented endeavor. The choices we make 
today enable us to realize our ambitions tomorrow.

When President John Kemeny gave the Convocation address my freshman year, 
he pondered the essence of our beloved College—the characteristics that would likely 
endure forever. 

He ventured that there were two. 
First, there is a profound sense of place. 

Kemeny spoke of the beauty and majesty of 
our north woods setting and how it humbles 
and inspires. Second, he noted the close-
knit relationship between faculty and stu-
dents based, at its core, on deep intellectual 
engagement. 

Both of those elements are timeless 
and, nearly 50 years later, remain at the 
core of who we are.

As I think about the Dartmouth of the 
future 50 or even 250 years from now, I 
have four predictions. 

First, we will see greater value placed 
on developing within our students a quality 
of mind to last a lifetime. By that I mean 
the ability to think critically, to communi-
cate and collaborate effectively in a global 
context, to fully understand the intercon-
nectedness among cultures, forces, and 
disciplines, and apply that knowledge to 
the challenges they face. And the liberal 
arts will increasingly be recognized as the 
best preparation for graduates to lead with 
creativity and confidence in a volatile and 
complex world. 

Second, some of the key issues in which 
we are investing right now—finding cures 
for cancer, meeting the world’s energy de-
mands sustainably while protecting our 
planet—will be far less urgent because 
Dartmouth will have played a leading role 
in addressing them. Dartmouth will have 
moved on to new issues we cannot cur-

rently imagine. 
Third, we will be operating 

in an academic environment 
truly without boundaries. Col-
laboration across disciplines 
and generations and with the 
world beyond our campus will 
dominate the intellectual life 
of our community.

Finally, Dartmouth’s pio-
neering spirit will be visible 

in every aspect of our work and deliver an 
exponentially greater impact in the world 
than it does today.

If there is a basis for my claims, it lies 
in one of the greatest lessons from my Dart-
mouth experience. Professor emeritus Jere 
Daniell ’55 taught me that history informs 
the present and helps to predict the future. 
By that measure alone, the future for Dart-
mouth is indeed bright.             

Looking Ahead
 A forecast for the future of the College. 
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i l l u s t r a t i o n  b y  HARRY CAMPBELL

Predicting the 
future may seem 
futile, but it is what 
drives us forward. 

5 The Green, Woodstock, VT 802.457.2600   •   23 S. Main Street, Hanover, NH 

Listed by John Snyder   
john.snyder@snyderdonegan.com 

802-280-5406 (cell) 

havelokhillvermont.com
HAVELOK HILL is privately situated in the midst of 600 acres in lovely Strafford, Vermont, just 25 
minutes from Dartmouth College/Hanover, New Hampshire & 35 minutes from Woodstock, Vermont. 
The property enjoys sweeping views of both the White Mountains of New Hampshire and the Green 
Mountains of Vermont with numerous major peaks visible from the patio. 5 secluded ponds, 200 acres 
of upland meadows, and 8 miles of interior roads & riding trails offer endless outdoor activities, all 
within a private compound. No expense was spared in designing and building a residence of the high-
est quality and taste, centered around a magnificent 60’ x 30’ wood-paneled great room with 24-foot 
vaulted ceilings, 9-foot custom-built mahogany french doors and a massive fieldstone fireplace. A 
separate guest/caretaker’s house with barn and paddocks is nearby but out of view.  $3,800,000
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S O  S A Y S  N A T I O N A L  G E O G R A P H I C
P H O T O G R A P H E R

P E T E  M C B R I D E  ’ 9 3 , 
W H O  L E A R N E D  T O  L O V E  I T

T H E  H A R D  W A Y .
B Y  J A M E S  N A P O L I

P H O T O G R A P H S  B Y  P E T E  M C B R I D E

T H E  G R A N D  C A N Y O N
R E S P E C T S  N O B O D Y“

”

T H E  G R A N D  C A N Y O N
R E S P E C T S  N O B O D Y.

ON THE EDGE

McBride clambered high above 
a layer of 500-million-year-
old rock to capture this view of 
the confluence of the Colorado 
and Little Colorado rivers. It’s 
one of thousands of images he 
shot as he and a hiking partner 
trekked the entire Grand 
Canyon from east to west, a 
journey few had taken before. 

40     D A R T M O U T H  A L U M N I  M A G A Z I N E
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H O W  H A R D  C O U L D  I T  B E ?“
”Pete McBride asked himself before 

starting a 750-mile traverse across 
Grand Canyon National Park. The 
Colorado-based photojournalist had al-
ready visited more than 75 countries on 
assignment, documenting expeditions 
from Antarctica to Everest. The 2015 
canyon hike seemed a mere jaunt in his 
own backyard. But, as hiking partner 
and author Kevin Fedarko reminded 
him, more humans have walked on the 
moon than thru-hiked the canyon in a 
single trip. 

McBride was soon punished for his 
hubris. By day five, only 60 miles in, he 
was nearly dead. “I quickly descended 
into the dark abyss of hyponatremia—
low body sodium. My fingers, legs, and 
jaw cramped. You could see cramps 
rolling through my stomach like a mouse 
running beneath my skin,” he recalls. 
After drinking a bag of soy sauce to keep 
from losing consciousness, McBride, 
blistered and crestfallen, bailed on the 
trip. “I called my editor at National Geo-
graphic and told her I was done,” he says. 
“The canyon respects nobody.”

With the encouragement of friends, 
McBride and Fedarko returned and 
completed their journey in eight sepa-
rate hikes during the course of a year. 
The results of the trek—a book, The 
Grand Canyon: Between River and Rim, 
and a documentary film, Into The Can-
yon—aim to raise awareness of threats 
facing the park, which is celebrating its 
centennial this year. 

“The walk was the backbone to talk 
about how this place would change if 
mining becomes more prevalent and if  
helicopter tourism continues to grow,” 
says McBride. “We think of these wild 
places as empty, but they’re not. They’re 
living classrooms on natural systems, 
on human history, on biodiversity. They 
help keep us in perspective. And they 
teach us humility.”

LOST WORLD

“You’re walking through 
a living museum,” says 

McBride. “I found that the 
defining element is silence. 

But nobody can come save 
you if you don’t find water.”
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MOUNT SYNELLA

TONTO PLATFORM

OLO CANYON

WESTERN CANYON
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A SENSE OF SCALE

“We’re mere specks in 
the timeline. Maybe we 

need to hear this more 
often,” says McBride.

T H E  C A N Y O N 
D E L I V E R S  A

M E S S A G E  O F 
H U M I L I T Y

“

”
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Information
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To Page, Arizona To Kanab, UtahTo Bryce Canyon National Park,
Cedar Breaks National Monument,
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daylight-saving time, the
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Grand Canyon
Skywalk
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Fees required
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Grand Canyon National Park-
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10  GRAND FINALE
(National Park, Western Border, 
11/1/16) “Kev and I stepped across 
the line at 4:01 on day of the dead. 
Feeling pretty darn alive—but tired,” 
McBride texts. He later tells DAM: 
“We still had 16 miles and 3,000 
vertical feet to pick up. But I was 
excited that we pulled this off. 
I didn’t think we would.”

9  CHOPPER CENTRAL
(Heli Alley, 7/9/16) For the first time 
on the journey, McBride sits in one 
place for an entire day. He counts 
363 flights during eight hours at 
Heli Alley.

7  WOUNDED
(Between Parashant Canyon and 
Diamond Peak, 3/14/16)
“Leg from hell,” McBride texts. 
“Flash flood in camp night 2. 
Kev tackled barrel cactus day 
3—bloody!” 

6  DRY SPELL
(Parashant Canyon, 3/11/16)
McBride texts his photo editor: 
“Drinking cattle tank water now—
#nogiardia I hope…but few options 
in dust furnace out here.”

5  HUNGER GAMES
(Olo Canyon, 2/4/16) “We carried 
two pounds of food a day—2,000 
calories—which isn’t enough, but it’s 
what you can carry,” says McBride. 
“At one point snow and minus 
5-degree temps forced us to ration 
10 days of food over 12 days.” When 
he opened a food cache with M&Ms 
inside, he nearly “cried tears of joy.”

B E T W E E N  R I V E R  A N D  R I M
Pete McBride’s 750-mile trek across the Grand Canyon cost him 

and his partner four sprained ankles, eight pairs of shoes, 12 
toenails, two broken fingers, two girlfriends (who dumped the 

hikers en route), and one near-death experience. Here’s a peek at 
some of the ups and downs of his incredible journey.

BY THE NUMBERS
➤ Miles Hiked: 750
➤ Total Days Walked:  71
➤ Temperature High/Low:  111/-5
➤ Average Pack Weight:  46 pounds
➤ Average Calories 
      Burned Per Day:  5,000
➤ Daily Caloric Intake:  1,900-2,100
➤ McBride Weight Loss:  35 pounds
➤ Nights Slept Under the Stars:  58
➤ Photos Shot:  30,000
➤ Hours of Video Captured:  60

8  TRIPLE DIGITS
(Diamond Canyon, 3/17/16)
Fedarko writes: “One morning 
the thermometer on Pete’s watch 
hit 111 degrees, hotter than the 
temperature that had triggered his 
hyponatremia six months earlier. 
Thirty minutes later we started 
hiking out.”

S T A R T

E N D

4  SLIPPERY SLOPE
(Owl Eyes/Great Thumb Mesa, 
2/2/16) “Scary day,” texts McBride. 
He camps where a young hiker 
slipped to her death in 2012. Ten 
inches of snow and a temperature 
of 8 degrees leads him to use hot 
water to defrost his shoes. “V cold 
but safe.”

1  FOR PETE’S SAKE
(Marble Canyon, 9/30/15) 
Five days into the trip, McBride 
develops symptoms of hyponatremia, 
the leading cause of death in the 
Grand Canyon. “I was losing vision 
and heading toward unconsciousness. 
We hiked out to get treatment and 
lighten our 65-pound packs,” he 
says. “I was really spirit-broken at 
that point.”

2  ON TO PLAN B
(Little Colorado River Confluence, 
11/1/15) After three weeks of rest 
and healing, McBride and Fedarko 
return with lighter packs and 
better preparation. They reach the 
confluence of the Colorado and Little 
Colorado rivers, where members 
of the Navajo Nation are split on 
a proposed tramway to transport 
10,000 visitors per day into the 
remote area. “Exhausted but feeling 
good,” McBride texts his mom.

3  POISON IN THE WELL
(Horn Creek/Orphan Mine, 1/19/16)
“Finding springs inside the Grand 
Canyon is key to survival,” says 
McBride. “We often raced to 
them. Horn Creek sits below a 
defunct uranium mine and is too 
contaminated to drink. It was hard 
to pass by without filling up.”

p h o t o g r a p h y  b y  P E T E  M C B R I D E
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the voice
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SARAH MOLLO-CHRISTENSEN ’03
  pursues a career 
that keeps
     her well read.

 J
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hen Sarah Mollo-Christensen is ready for work, she steps 
into a white box slightly larger than a telephone booth that 
is conspicuously situated in one corner of her bedroom. 
Then she starts talking to herself, sometime for hours on 
end. That’s her job. 

Mollo-Christensen is an acclaimed audiobook narra-
tor of more than 150 titles. A recent review in The Wash-
ington Post praised her for delivering the narration of 
The Current, a thriller by Tim Johnston, “in a low, gentle 
voice, modulating her tones unobtrusively to capture 
the dialogue among the characters.” It’s a career whose 
top performers can talk their way into six-figure annual 
salaries.

Four years ago the history major was a stage actress 
working on the side as a dog behavioral consultant to make 
ends meet. “Some of it was fun, like going to a client’s 
palatial Tribeca loft to spend an hour socializing a new 
puppy,” she says. But it also involved serious work with 
damaged animals. Between the acting and the dog care 
she found herself emotionally exhausted, so she turned 
to something different. 

First, she took a class in audiobook narration. Next, 
after learning that many established narrators work at 
home, she borrowed a microphone from a boyfriend, 
tacked up some acoustic tile in her closet, and turned it 
into a recording studio. She used the closet for 18 months 
until the limitations of the small, poorly soundproofed 
space became too much. Then she installed a high-end 
audio booth. “At that point I was getting steady enough 
work that I knew the booth would pay for itself quickly, 
since it would allow me to work more efficiently and take 
more jobs,” Mollo-Christensen says.

A normal workday involves recording for about six 
hours, which she edits down to three hours of content. 
With back-to-back projects booked months in advance, 
she has to be protective of her health. “It’s crazy how much 
getting a cold ruins your life,” she says. Another unusual 
hazard: The toddler whose family just moved in upstairs. 
When he comes home from daycare and starts noisily 
tearing around on the floor above, she has to hang it up 
for the day. “That may force me into a healthier work-life 
balance,” jokes Mollo-Christensen, who is single.

She does most of her recording at home, a growing 
industry trend, but she loves going to a publisher’s studio. 
“It’s fun to see people and get to work with a director and 
an engineer, so I’ll always take an in-house job over a home 
record,” she says.

Narrating requires hours of prep work. First step: 
Read the book. “You can’t tell a joke if you don’t know the 
ending,” she says. Next comes a character list, noting the 
salient traits of each person. Giving a good reading is not 
about having a great voice, but “really being able to play 
all the characters,” says Mollo-Christensen. Finally, she 
practices the pronunciation of any unusual or difficult 
words. Only then is it time to head into the booth. 

Mollo-Christensen doesn’t simply read the books 
into a microphone. She performs, and she’s especially 
versatile when it comes to doing accents. “When I need 
to learn a new accent, I listen to samples of it and use IPA 
[the International Phonetic Alphabet] to write down the 
sound changes. I watch movies whose characters have that 
accent to get it into my head, and sometimes I work with a 
dialect coach to polish and perfect it.” Her repertoire in-
cludes Australian, New Zealand, Norwegian, British, Irish, 
French, and German accents. “New Zealand is definitely 
my favorite. It’s warm and friendly but more wry than 
an Australian accent, if an accent can be wry,” she says.

“Because I had speech and vocal training and a knack 
for it, that ended up opening doors for me,” she says of 
her acting experience, which includes attendance at a 
conservatory program at Atlantic Acting School in New 
York City. That’s where she learned the IPA. She no longer 
pursues an acting career. No need.

Sixty of the titles Mollo-Christensen has narrated are 
romance novels, for which she uses another name. “I was 
doing SAT tutoring and didn’t want students to be able to 
find me reading steamy romances,” she says. Her nom de 
plume isn’t too terribly top-secret. A little detective work 
is all it takes to uncover it, but she does find it useful for 
career reasons to create a bit of separation between her 
two professional identities.

Mollo-Christensen has also appeared several times 
on public radio’s program This American Life. The gig 
came her way because she trained host Ira Glass’ pit bull, 
Piney. “That is the breed my dog was,” she says. “It’s one I 
really care about and wish was treated more fairly.” She 
still keeps a hand in the dog-behavior business, working 
with a few clients she doesn’t want to give up. As her web-
site explains, when she’s not in the audio booth, “Sarah 
can be found resolving the behavior issues of New York 
City’s dogs (and their owners).”                                                       

RICK BEYER  is a writer and award-winning documentary 
filmmaker. He serves on DAM’s editorial board.

w



52     D A R T M O U T H  A L U M N I  M A G A Z I N E

B Y  J A M E S  D .  W A L S H

I L L U S T R A T I O N  B Y  A N D R E A  V E N T U R A

AMERICAN 
ODYSSEY 

AFTER A DRUG DEAL GONE BAD, PETER KALDHEIM ’71 
FLED FOR HIS LIFE AND EMBARKED 

ON A CROSS-COUNTRY EPIC 
OF HOMELESSNESS, HITCHHIKING, AND EMPTY POCKETS. 
THE LONG ROAD EVENTUALLY LED TO REDEMPTION—AND 

HIS HARROWING NEW MEMOIR, 

IDIOT WIND.
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E arly one evening in January 1987, Peter Kaldheim 
walked out of the Raccoon Lodge in Tribeca in New 
York City and straight into a blizzard. For years he had 
been working as a downtown drug dealer, and the dive 

bar had functioned as his office. But it was time to say goodbye. 
Kaldheim had spent the previous weekend partying his own supply 
away, which meant he was deep in debt to “Bobby Bats,” a Mafia-
connected drug dealer. He had once watched Bobby Bats splinter 
someone’s shinbone for talking trash during a pickup basketball 
game. To avoid a similar fate, Kaldheim trudged through the snow, 
rode the subway to Port Authority, and, with 
only $5 in his pocket, caught the last bus out of 
Manhattan. 

He wouldn’t return to New York City for 
another 15 years. 

Though fleeing Bobby Bats was necessary, 
Kaldheim was running from more than the threat 
of a broken leg. Once a promising young editor at 
a prominent publishing house, he had been shattered by addiction, 
the end of his first marriage, and the death of his second wife. By 
leaving New York City, Kaldheim had hoped to shed the yoke of 
unfulfilled potential he’d dragged around Manhattan for the better 
part of a decade. 

The only baggage Kaldheim carried on the bus was a plastic 
bag filled with a loaf of Wonder bread, a jar of Welch’s grape jelly, 
a pack of Bic razors, and a travel-size tube of Colgate toothpaste. 
He had no bank account and no destination, except an inclination 
to head toward San Francisco. 

Kaldheim was at the end of his rope. He knew the only way to 
save himself would be to emerge on the Jersey side of the Lincoln 
Tunnel a different person. As Jay McInerney’s young, nameless 
protagonist says at the end of his 1984 novel Bright Lights, Big 
City, “You will have to go slowly. You will have to learn everything 
all over again.” 

The only plan Kaldheim had was to take notes along the way. 
“All I knew at the time was that I wanted to gather material,” he 
says. “I figured I would keep road journals, and they could be very 
useful to me at some point.” 

His intuition was correct, if extraordinarily farsighted. This 
summer, 32 years after his bus pulled out, Canongate will publish 
Idiot Wind, Kaldheim’s memoir based on those notes he took during 
the four-month odyssey that followed his seemingly split-second 
decision to leave Gotham. In the book he rides buses, hitchhikes, 
and, like a hobo, hops trains across the country, interlacing portraits 
of the kind people he meets—drifters, diner waitresses, and good 
Samaritans—with his internal voyage to catharsis and redemption. 

“In my heart, I knew there was no point in running for my 
life if all I was running toward was more of the same,” Kaldheim 
writes. “Somewhere down the road I’d have to find the courage to 
take the hard look that was necessary. But I’d been dodging the 
truth so long I wondered if I still had it in me to face it. And that 
scared me more than Bobby Bats.” 

IF ANY OF THIS SOUNDS VAGUELY FAMILIAR, IT IS PROBABLY 
because Kaldheim is a devotee of Jack Kerouac. Kaldheim has 
read On the Road at least a dozen times since he was a high school 
sophomore. References to On the Road are scattered through Idiot 
Wind, and Kaldheim often turns to the book to orient himself, like 
an explorer reading the stars. “As the bus pushed south through 

New Jersey I soothed my mind with the consoling 
fiction that the uncertain road ahead would pro-
vide me with the Kerouacian adventures I’d been 
longing to experience,” he writes. But On the Road 
is more than a map to Kaldheim’s destination, it 
is also a talisman that reminds him of who he was 
when he first read the book as a curious 16-year-old 
with all the potential in the world.

Kaldheim enjoyed his time at Dartmouth, where 
he majored in English. When he was a student, he 

sat with Robert Lowell and W.H. Auden in the liv-
ing room of Richard Eberhart, class of 1926, the 
College’s poet-in-residence. Kaldheim still recalls 
the fresh apple cider and warm homemade donuts 
Eberhart’s wife served. Because of a falling out with 
his parents, Kaldheim paid for college with financial 
aid, summer jobs, and loans, as well as three jobs 
he worked during the school year, including one as 
a cook in the kitchen that served the dining halls.

After Commencement, Kaldheim took a job as a 
copy editor at Harcourt Brace Jovanovich publish-
ers. Three “charmed years” later, he’d worked his 
way up as an editor in the textbook division of D. 
Van Nostrand Co. Kaldheim had married his high 
school sweetheart a few months after graduation, 
and when the young couple upgraded apartments, 
he converted their spare bedroom into a writer’s 
den, where he vowed to put in time at the type-
writer in pursuit of his lifelong dream of becoming 
a novelist. 

The couple lived in Bay Ridge, Brooklyn, where 
one afternoon on a basketball court Kaldheim met 
Gerry Howard, a rising senior at Cornell. Kaldheim 
got Howard’s attention by asking him if he’d ever 
read Thomas Pynchon, a fellow Cornellian. “That 
got us on the subject of Pynchon’s novel V., and our 
friendship took off,” says Howard, now an executive 
editor and vice president at Doubleday. “I’m pretty 
sure nobody has talked about Thomas Pynchon in 
that park since the early 1970s,” he adds.

They became fast friends, two blue-collar boys 
from Bay Ridge—Howard’s father was a cop and 
Kaldheim’s a factory worker—who had gone on 
to Ivy League schools. Only a year apart in age, 
they played ball or met up at the Lion’s Head in 
Greenwich Village, where they might bump into 
newspaper columnist Pete Hamill, novelist Fred-
erick Exley, or any number of writers they admired. 
Kaldheim and Howard spent hours talking about  
the postmodernist writer Donald Barthelme and 
Joan Didion. According to Howard, Kaldheim’s 

appetite for contemporary literature was unrivaled. 
“Peter was one of the best readers I have ever 

run into,” says Howard. “He is astonishingly well-
read.” Howard, who has had a legendary career 
editing William S. Burroughs, David Foster Wal-
lace, and Hanya Yanagihara, to name a few, credits 
Kaldheim with introducing him in the mid-70s to 
the hot new writer Don DeLillo. (Howard would go 
on to edit DeLillo’s 1988 novel Libra.) “Everybody 
knew Peter was going to be somebody,” he says. 

Yet Kaldheim’s passion and discipline for read-
ing didn’t translate to his writing. He published a 
few short stories and freelance pieces, including a 
feature for the drug culture magazine High Times 
about phosphenes, the spots of light you see when 
you close your eyes. But he could only bring himself 
to write a few chapters of a novel. Instead, Kald-
heim began acquiring habits he imagined a New 
York City novelist should have. After work he sur-
rounded himself with friends, alcohol, and drugs. 
Laugh, drink, snort. Repeat. Such a lifestyle might 
have worked for Hunter S. Thompson and Norman 
Mailer, but it did not work for Kaldheim. Nightlife 
became a kind of substitute for the writing he had 
promised himself he would do.

“It was a way to occupy my mind,” Kaldheim 
says. “If I wasn’t putting the work out there, I at 
least wanted people to laugh at my jokes and think 
of me as someone creative.”

Kaldheim’s lifestyle wasn’t all that different 
from that of Bright Lights, Big City’s narrator. As 
with that character, somewhere along the way 
something changed. Drugs and alcohol took their 
toll on Kaldheim’s job and his marriage. He and his 
wife parted in 1976, and he resigned from his job 
after blowing a big deadline. He worked as a free-
lance editor for a while, but eventually Kaldheim 
gave up. Instead, he delivered packages, installed 
drywall, painted houses, drove a truck, and worked 
as a prep cook.

In 1978 he married again. His new wife, Kate, 
was slightly more tolerant of his vices than was his 
ex. She tried her best to keep his excesses in check. 
But five years into the marriage, Kaldheim was 
back to his old ways. She kicked him out. Things 
got considerably worse when, in the midst of a rec-
onciliation, Kate died in 1984 of a brain aneurysm, 
asleep in bed next to Kaldheim. 

Before long, Kaldheim was selling cocaine full-
time. He was good at it. He worked the same down-
town drinking dens he’d frequented for years. Tall 
and gregarious, “Pete the Hat,” as he was known, 
was recognizable because of his distinctive head-
ware, whether it was an Irish newsboy cap or a felt 
fedora à la Tom Wolfe. Kaldheim’s recognizability 
may have been his downfall—one night he slipped 
into the bathroom at the Raccoon Lounge and sold 
a half-gram of coke to an undercover informant. 
Kaldheim spent the next (continued on page 94) 

ROOM 222 was just off the stairwell, and when I opened the door to 
take my first look at it there were no surprises. It was basically 
a clone of every other flophouse room I’d rented in recent years. 
Standing in the doorway, I took it all in at a glance. The sagging 
bed with two lumpy pillows and a threadbare bedspread. The tiny 
hand sink tucked into a corner, its porcelain bowl crazed with a 
spidery web of tiny cracks. The unframed mirror above the sink, 
splotched with dark patches where the silvering had flaked off 
over time. The indestructible, steel-framed straight-back chair, 
de rigueur not just in flophouses but in discriminating parole 
offices and psych ward rec rooms throughout the land. Then, 
of course, there was the room’s lone window, which looked out 
over (you guessed it) the concrete walls of a blind airshaft—at 
the bottom of which lay a multicoloured glass mosaic composed 
of broken wine and beer bottles, an organic art installation that 
changed nightly as the dead soldiers came whistling down past 
my window and shattered on top of their fallen brothers. And, 
finally, the obligatory four-drawer dresser, with two missing 
drawer-pulls and a cherry wood top whose edges were deckled 
black with cigarette burns. 

All of which, I should add, sat atop a layer of crusty indus-
trial carpet—in this case, in a mottled brown, though mottled by 
what I didn’t care to speculate. For $22 a week, that’s what you 
get. But I wasn’t disappointed in the least. The only furnishings 
in the room that mattered to me were the solid wood door and 
the sturdy Yale lock that secured it. Everything else, no matter 
how seedy, was a bonus. Including the thick red brick that was 
sitting on the windowsill—an amenity I’d never encountered in 
any of my previous flops. 

At first, I couldn’t figure out what purpose the brick might 
serve. But when I lifted up the lower half of the window to let in 
some fresh air, the damned thing came crashing back down like a 
guillotine blade the instant I took my hand away—and suddenly 
the brick’s purpose was no longer a mystery. And the brick proved 
to be more versatile than I’d imagined. Depending whether you 
stood it upright, or laid it down flat, or placed it on its side, you 
could prop the window open at three different heights, letting 
you adjust how much cold air flowed into the room. Which was 
handy, since the room was hotter than a Brooklyn tenement in 
August and there was no way to adjust the flow of steam clank-
ing through the old cast-iron radiator beside the dresser. I know, 
because I tried. Only to discover that someone had removed the 
handle from the radiator’s regulator valve. 

Shaking my head in disbelief, I thought, Yep, Bob, you weren’t 
joking. The vandals had taken the handles. And, apparently, the 
window sash weights too.

Excerpted from the book, Idiot Wind, by Peter Kaldheim. Copy-
right © 2019 by Peter Kaldheim. Reprinted with permission of 
Canongate. All rights reserved.

EXCERPT

WELCOME TO 

THE FLOPHOUSE
KALDHEIM FINDS SHELTER FROM  
THE STORM IN PORTLAND, OREGON.

FOR KALDHEIM, THERE WAS AN UPSIDE TO 
POVERTY ON THE ROAD. “IF YOU’VE GOT NO MONEY, 
YOU CAN’T DO COCAINE,” HE EXPLAINS.
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pursuits
COURTNEY BANGHART ’00 | DAVID SILVER ’12 | ELIZABETH HENSLEY ’05 | LAWRENCE ROME ’74 | EVELYN CHEN ’01 | OWEN GOTTLIEB ’95

Banghart was 
named one of the 
world’s greatest 
leaders by Fortune 
magazine in 2015. 
<<<<  
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Into the Blue
Basketball coach heads to Carolina. 
by  HOWARD MEGDAL 

FOR COURTNEY BANGHART, THE IVY 
League has long been home. She had four years 
as a star guard at Dartmouth, another 12 as 
coach of the Princeton women’s team, which 
she took to new heights by winning seven Ivy 
League titles, including a 30-0 regular season 
in 2014-15, when she was named Coach of the 
Year. Her former players include pros such as 
Blake Dietrick of the Atlanta Dream. Bang-
hart’s Princeton has become a viable basketball 
preparatory school, as evidenced most recently 
by Bella Alarie, the two-time defending Ivy 
League Player of the Year and consensus first-
round pick in next year’s WNBA draft.
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Help qualified students realize the dream of a 
Dartmouth education. Support our goal of 250 new 
scholarships by the end of Dartmouth’s anniversary year.  

Because ability—not ability to pay—determines who 
receives a Dartmouth education.   

Learn more about the 250 for 250th Initiative. 
Email calltolead@dartmouth.edu.

This initiative encompasses all of Dartmouth: the Faculty of Arts and 
Sciences, Geisel School of Medicine, Guarini School of Graduate and 
Advanced Studies, Thayer School of Engineering, and Tuck School of Business

1 of every 2 
Dartmouth 
students 
relies on 
financial aid.

19-118 VPADV_250Scholarship_JulAug_DAMad.indd   2 5/21/19   5:04 PM
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Banghart could have been Princeton’s coach for life, 
another in the line of Kathy Delaney Smith at Harvard. 
But now she’s heading to the University of North Carolina, 
where she’ll replace a 33-year coach engulfed in scandal. 

“This was the hardest decision I’ve ever made in my 
life,” Banghart says. “For a lot of reasons—what I built, I 
believed in. I think people on the outside think I made that 
decision because I had done everything there is to do. I 
don’t agree. I think I was near a Sweet 16 with the Princeton 
women. It was a really tough decision.”

And it had to be made quickly. Banghart found herself 
at the top of the wish list 
of Bubba Cunningham, 
the Tar Heels’ athletic 
director, who called her 
the same Friday morning 
in April that UNC coach 
Sylvia Hatchell resigned. The next day Banghart was on 
a plane to Atlanta to meet with the UNC search team. On 
Easter Sunday she got an invitation to visit Chapel Hill. A 
surreal Princeton team banquet followed on Tuesday, and 
by Thursday she had a job offer in hand as she toured the 
Chapel Hill campus. 

For Banghart, who holds Dartmouth’s season and ca-
reer record for three-pointers, the move is about more 
than just a job. It’s about her three young children, none 
of whom are in school yet, and her wife, D.J. It’s about 
spending more time with her sister, who lives two miles 
from the UNC campus. And it’s about a woman who, at 40, 
has already accumulated a lifetime’s worth of accomplish-
ments deciding to venture out to bigger terrain. “I think, 
ultimately, the new experience and the new adventure won 
out over [staying at Princeton],” she says. Not to mention 
that UNC was on her short list of three schools that could 
lure her away. (Duke and Virginia were the others.)

Life will be different. Banghart will find herself in dif-
ferent living rooms, offering scholarships and getting a 
chance to play faster with a different level of athlete. She 
points out that the ability to practice in the afternoon at 
UNC—classes kept her Princeton players occupied until 
evening—means she will be home by 5 to have dinner with 
her family. 

Her house is on the market. She’s already bid a tear-
ful goodbye to Alarie and the rest of her Tigers, secure in 
the knowledge that she’s leaving them at a time when the 
program can continue to thrive. 

Banghart is remaking her life, all with hopes of making 
it to a Final Four and beyond. 

She doesn’t know how long it will take—she won only 
seven games in her first season at Princeton—but she 
knows how she’ll measure success.

“By winning on the national stage consistently,” she 
says. “By having a product that people are excited to follow. 
By how engaged and how much our players enjoy the expe-
rience. There are many different touch points that equal 
success, and I’m driven for all of them at the same time.”

HOWARD MEGDAL is the editor and founder of High Post 
Hoops, a women’s basketball site, and The IX, a newsletter 
covering women’s sports.

D A V I D  S I LV E R  ’ 1 2

Saddle Up
Ex-teacher uses horses to empower 
Detroit teens.

AN ACCOMPLISHED COMPETITIVE EQUESTRIAN 
who grew up in New York’s Westchester County and owned 
his own horse, Silver moved to Detroit in 2012 as a Teach 
for America educator. As he thought about how to best 
serve the inner-city fourth- and fifth-graders he taught, 
Silver reflected on his childhood to identify what experi-
ences most shaped his character.

“I realized horses were the answer,” he says. “Social 
and emotional skills such as empathy, perseverance, con-
fidence, responsible risk-taking, and self-control underlie 
success in school and in life. I realized I’d developed those 
skills by growing up working with horses.” 

Silver left teaching in 2014 to focus full-time on making 
the same positive growth experiences available to Detroit 
teens. He founded the nonprofit Detroit Horse Power and 
partnered with generous suburban horse farm owners 
who donated the use of their facilities and horses. Today 
Detroit Horse Power hosts a summer horsemanship camp 
for 100 students and an afterschool classroom and farm 
program that serves 26 students who groom, feed, and ride 
their steeds. Schools and other organizations help identify 
at-risk urban youth who might benefit from participating.

For many of the students, overcoming fear of the horses— 
who can weigh more than 10 times their young caretak-
ers—is a powerful first step. “Horses are prey animals, so 
they’re immediately sizing you up to see if you are someone 
they can trust and follow,” Silver says. “Relationship- and 
trust-building are inherent in all of our work. We want our 
students to be talented riders and caretakers of horses, 
yet we’re most interested in the life lessons horses teach 
us about ourselves.”                                      —Maryellen Duckett

“Horse-related 
activities set 
students up for 
success,” says 
Silver.
<<<<

“This was the
hardest decision
I’ve ever made.” 
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“Who We Are”
Alaska attorney protects Native rights.

ATTORNEY HENSLEY OFTEN LOOKS AROUND 
conference tables and realizes she is the only Inupiaq 
(Alaskan Native American) in attendance. A member 
of the Native Village of Kotzebue tribe and the child of 
activists, she says her parents raised her “to be con-
scientious about how my actions can serve the world 
and community.” Her goal is to give a voice to Alaska’s 
indigenous people.

Members of her tribe consider themselves 
Taġiuġmiit, saltwater people. Her roots are in her 
family’s tribal home in the town of Qikiktagruk (also 
known as Kotzebue) in northwest Alaska. Home to 3,200 
people, it perches on the end of a peninsula that extends 
into the Chukchi Sea, 30 miles north of the Arctic Circle. 
At Dartmouth Hensley had to adjust to the sun “fading 
away” each day, she says, rather than setting in a blaze 
of glory over the ocean. 

An avid snowboarder, she was drawn to Dartmouth 
by its nearby mountains—and the Native American 

“I want to ensure 
we get to self-
determine our 
lives and futures,” 
says Hensley.
<<<< 

studies program. She combined that with anthropology 
for a double major and graduated from the University 
of Arizona’s law school in 2009. After a stint as a senior 
policy advisor to the assistant secretary for the U.S. 
Bureau of Indian Affairs, she returned home and made 
partner in the law firm of Landye Bennett Blumstein.

These days she travels by bush plane to reach some 
of the remote tribal villages she advises. Seal oil is still 
a staple for many Native households. “It is absolutely 
the taste of home. There is nothing like it,” she says. 
“We dip our dried fish and meat in it and cut up veggies 
and dip them in it.” But a complex array of state and 
federal laws that Hensley calls “oppressive” impact 
tribal rights to hunt and fish. “It’s my responsibility to 
help people understand the rules and to help shape the 
rules so they work for the people,” she says.

Acutely aware that only 2 percent of Alaska’s attor-
neys are Natives, Hensley hopes she will be a role model 
for the next generation. She is guided by the Inupiat 
Ilitqusiat, a tribal value system that translates as “those 
things that make us who we are.” Responsibility to tribe 
is one of those values. “Alaska Native people have been 
stewards of our lands, waters, and resources for time 
immemorial,” she says. “I want to ensure we get to self-
determine our lives and futures.”            —Rick Beyer ’78
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Chen hopes to 
work her way 
out of business.  
<<<<
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Justice for All
A world of equals is fundraiser’s goal.

EVERY YEAR, 12 MILLION YOUNG WOMEN ARE 
forced to marry before the age of 18. At the nongovern-
mental organization Equality Now, where Chen is director 
of development, 55 policy experts and attorneys fight for 
laws in 49 nations to stop the practice of child marriage 
and other human rights violations, such as sex trafficking 
and female genital mutilation.

“People seem genuinely surprised that every issue 
Equality Now works on happens in the United States,” says 
Chen, who’s based in New York City. Child marriage, she 
points out, is an issue even in places such as New Hamp-
shire. Until January 2019, the minimum age to marry there 
was 13 for girls and 14 for boys—with the consent of a parent 
or guardian. The age is now 16 for both sexes.

“Laws are a statement of your worth by your govern-
ment,” Chen explains. “If the law does not treat you as an 
equal citizen with equal rights, then it is very difficult to get 
safety, security, and justice. It is critical to make sure the 
terrible laws—such as ‘marry your rapist’ laws that protect 
perpetrators of violence—are overturned.”

Chen, who majored in English, says what drew her to 
Equality Now and fuels her passion is its focus on systemic 
change. She came aboard in 2017 after fundraising for New 
Yorkers for Parks; Panthera, which saves wild cats; and the 
Nature Conservancy.

One of her primary missions, says Chen, is “connecting 
all the dots”—finding people interested in gender equality 
and identifying ways they can support the organization, 
whose annual budget is $7 million. “Like any nonprofit, the 
point of Equality Now is to work ourselves out of business,” 
says Chen. “That’ll be a great day, because when men and 
women are treated equally, societies are more peaceful and 
prosperous,” she says.                                  —Maryellen Duckett
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“Interactive media 
has so many 
possibilities for 
learning,” 
says Gottlieb. 
 <<<< 
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Prof at Play
Ancient cultures inspire 
game creator.

MIXING THE ANCIENT WITH THE MOD-
ern has long been in a day’s work for Gottlieb, 
a professor of interactive games and media 
at the Rochester Institute of Technology. At 
its center for MAGIC (Media, Arts, Games, 
Interaction & Creativity), he has designed 
award-winning games played in digital and 
traditional tabletop versions that promote a 
better understanding of religion and culture. 

His latest creation is Lost & Found, a 
series of strategy games set in 12th-century 
Cairo, Egypt, which debuted in 2017. “It was 
a time when there was an interesting cross-
section of Jewish, Islamic, and Christian 
life,” says Gottlieb. Players solve community 
problems by deciding whether to rely on a re-
ligious-legal code written by the Jewish phi-
losopher Maimonides. A children’s version of 
the game teaches legal reasoning while one 
for teens explores the balance between family 
and community needs. A forthcoming game 
in the series will be based on Islamic law.

“At a time when there’s a great deal of 
divide in the country, as well as a lack of un-
derstanding of people’s cultures, this com-
petitive and collaborative game is one way to 
begin discovering how we might bridge the 
divide,” says Gottlieb. “The legal systems the 
game teaches are about governance, caring for 
your neighbors, and building communities.”

For his next project, a medical app, Got-
tlieb says he’s been “unearthing” ancient 
wisdoms, including a meditative breathing 
exercise from a  Jewish ritual that dates back  
1,400 years. He hopes similar forgotten prac-
tices will help modern-day medical patients. 
He and his partners, a biofeedback expert 
and a rehabilitation scientist, plan to include 
such therapies in an app they are developing 
to help chronic pain sufferers.

“We are drawing upon ancient, effective 
ways to address pain, and we hope to deliver 
them in new ways through the smart phone,” 
says Gottlieb. A prototype of the app begins 
pilot testing this summer with patients.

—George M. Spencer
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Weigh to Go
Floating backpack takes a load off.

ROME’S REVOLUTIONARY HOVERGLIDE BACKPACK 
makes a 60-pound pack feel as though it weighs 48 pounds. 
The pack uses suspended-load technology—it slides up 
and down its frame via bungee cords—and reduces what 
the UPenn biology prof calls “accelerative vertical force.”

Rome worked on the project at the request of the U.S. 
Navy, which asked him if he could invent a method to draw 
energy from soldiers’ movements to power batteries and 
portable generators they carry on patrol in Afghanistan’s 
withering heat. 

“The technology adds about two pounds to the weight 
of the pack, but its contents exert much less force on you 
when you walk or run. It is the only device I can think of 
that increases the weight but reduces the dynamic forces,” 
Rome says. He believes this can cut the likelihood of joint 
injuries and reduce muscle soreness.

While waiting for his invention to wind its way through 
the military’s procurement process, Rome saw a business 
opportunity. Two years ago he created the HoverGlide, a 
consumer version of the backpack that goes on sale this 
summer. Unlike its military counterpart, HoverGlide 
doesn’t generate or store electricity. 

People in diverse fields, including firefighters and 
photographers, have written Rome to express interest in 
buying HoverGlides. The most surprising email came from 
a Swedish beer company that wanted to use his backpack 
in a video ad to show customers that its stabilizing ability 
would keep beer from being shaken up. 

Rome had previously worked with the Navy to create 
a submersible device based on his decades of research into 
fish muscles. Rome hopes Dartmouth students will find his 
new invention useful—especially when climbing Mount 
Moosilauke. When he went on his freshman trip in 1970, he 
struggled uphill burdened by a duffel bag strapped to a WW II 
pack board. “It was brutal,” he recalls.          —Jimmy Nguyen ’21
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C H A R L E S  W H E E L A N  ’ 8 8

Do or Die
The United States of America, land of plenty, faces a shortage. The only 
remedy for a killer pathogen that’s spreading rapidly is in limited supply, 
and the president and his advisors have tough calls to make. No amount of 

American exceptionalism will suffice. To get through 
the calamity, the White House must wheel and deal 
with a range of other countries, all of which have a 
plentiful supply of a miracle-cure called Dormigen 
they can offer. At a price.

Told through the eyes of a naïve, self-deprecating, 
and funny narrator who is a scientist working with 
the crisis team, The Rationing is a cinematic, snappy, 
satiric page-turner. Set in the near future, after Eliza-
beth Warren has lost 49 states in a presidential elec-
tion and the Dartmouth basketball team has actually 
won games in the NCAA tournament, it’s a rollicking 
tale, even with the threat of a massive die-off looming. 
Wheelan includes bits of local flavor for alumni: His 
narrator—a Dartmouth alum—returns to Hanover 

for a chat with a bio prof, a doting scientist who prods his erstwhile student 
to tease out the riddle of the virus.

Wheelan, who teaches public policy and economics at Dartmouth, injects 
his story with political plot points about executive power, the limits of the 
U.S. Constitution, and how prepared a superpower might be in dealing with 
potential catastrophe. But with a cast of characters that includes the usual 
suspects—heroes, villains, idiots—political theory never trumps plot. 

This is Wheelan’s first foray into fiction. A former correspondent for The 
Economist and a one-time congressional candidate, he is the author of Naked 
Statistics and Naked Economics. His turn to fiction started during a sabbati-
cal year in 2009, and he completed the novel while on a round-the-world trip 
with his family seven years later. 

“The overarching theme is that government matters,” he tells DAM. “It 
really does. All the characters are flawed, but they muddle along, reminding us 
that there are things the public sector must do well, and this is one of them.” 
It’s no spoiler to say that in The Rationing’s final reckoning, Wheelan makes 
his point by having the world’s largest democracy (look it up) play a vital role 
as the novel races to its conclusion.               —Sean Plottner

For an excerpt from The Rationing, visit our website. 

T H O M A S  B I R D  ’ 6 4
Can You Help Me?

Oxford University Press

A pioneering neurogeneticist and 
founder of one of the first clinics 
to treat those with Huntington 
disease looks back on 40 years 
of caring for hundreds of patients 
with this progressive degenera-
tive genetic brain disorder. His 
essays expose the ravages of this 
disease with stories of distress 
that celebrate human resiliency 
and optimism.

H E N RY  M .  PA U L S O N  J R .  ’ 6 8
T I M O T H Y  F.  G E I T H N E R  ’ 8 3
Firefighting: The Financial 
Crisis and Its Lessons

Penguin Books

Former treasury secretaries Paul-
son and Geithner teamed with for-
mer Fed chair Ben Bernanke to 
battle the 2008 financial inferno. 
Now they join forces to explain 
why the economy tanked and 
Washington, D.C., responded as 
it did, and together they offer pre-
scriptions for preventing future 
economic firestorms.

ALEXANDER NAZARYAN ’02
The Best People

Hachette Books

Donald Trump was “coming not 
to save Washington, but to de-
stroy it,” writes Nazaryan, a Yahoo 
News national correspondent. He 
concludes that the president’s 
goal of rolling back the admin-
istrative state, from Obamacare 
to the EPA, is failing because 
he has been “undone by his 
own courtiers’ ” corruption and 
incompetence.

P R I YA  K R I S H N A  ’ 1 3
Indian (-ish)

Houghton Mifflin

Simplified traditional Indian reci-
pes that can be dished up in 20 
minutes—that’s the goal of this 
cookbook from Bon Appetit 
writer Krishna. A Dallas native, 
she grew up loving her mother’s 
Americanized cooking. Her book 
introduces many recipes with sto-
ries about her family that help 
demystify the subcontinent’s 
cuisine for beginners.

E D I T O R ’ S  P I C K S▲

The Rationing
W.W. NORTON

464 PP. $27

Additional titles and excerpts can be found 
on the DAM website. 
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Privately guided tours for travelers who love to learn

Expert travelers know that local expertise can 

transform a place. Context tours are led by chefs, 

architects, historians, archaeologists, and artists—

all passionate professionals in their fi elds. With 

half- to multi-day tours in over 60 global capitals, 

let us show you the world with Context.  

Visit www.alumni.contexttravel.com to learn 

more and get 15% o�  your fi rst tour.
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Steps from Dartmouth

Contemporary Accommodations  ·  Valet Parking 
Attentive Service  ·  State-of-the-art Amenities
sixsouth.com/dartmouth-lodging  ·  603.643.0600  ·  6 South Street, Hanover, NH
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F R O M  T H E  A R C H I V E S

Trip leader David Sanders 
’84 takes the rear as four 
freshmen from the class of 1986 
navigate a stream in Lyme, 
New Hampshire, during their 
first-year trip in September 
of 1982. The women are Alane 
Bertsche (right), Kim Hoagland 
(glasses), and Beverly Bruni 
(white sweatshirt). Members of 
the class of 2023 receive their 
trip assignments this July.
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38 As I write this in April, I can remember 
the hectic days at Dartmouth getting 
things ready for Commencement, 

reunions, and all the effort—started months 
ago—that goes into making all events success-
ful, enjoyable, and, of course, the best ever! So, 
thank you for your efforts. To the class of 2019 
from the class of 1938, Wah-hoo-wah! Good going!

“I wish I could personally thank each and 
every one of you for the incredible gift from the 
’38 Scholarship Fund,” writes Kamila Zakowicz 
’22. “I have been amazed by the support I have en-
countered and the families I have found and been 
made a part of much too easily. I thank you from 
the bottom of my heart, because I know, from that 
same place, how much Dartmouth was the right 
choice for me.” Among her many involvements, 
Kamila continues, are “the Women in Science 
Program, which has already been a big part of 
my Dartmouth career. I am participating in bio-
engineering research on cellulosic biofuels as a 
freshman. Paid research for freshmen is unheard 
of at other schools, but Dartmouth is not like any 
other school. I recently had the honor of receiv-
ing the Claire Luce Booth Research Fellowship, 
which includes the distinction of the fellowship 
as well as research stipends for the next two years 
as a fellow. It is an adventure I never expected to 
partake in, and I can’t wait to see where it takes 
me. None of these and other experiences would 
have been possible without you, the class of 1938. 
Many years may separate our Dartmouth careers, 
but the possibility of achievements and friend-
ships made within this special place transcend 
the bonds of time—thank you, members of the 
class of 1938.”

After reading Kamila’s letter, I came away 
with such grand emotions of peace knowing that 
our future, the future of America, and the future 
of the Dartmouth experience is alive and well in 
the hands of Kamila and others like her.
—Jean M. Francis, 2205 Boston Road, O-139, Wil-
braham, MA 01095

41 Your correspondent reports a smash-
ing 100th birthday celebration given 
by her son and his wife, Dean and 

Robin Hanks. Four generations remind us that 
life is rich, beauty is everywhere, every personal 
relationship has meaning, and that laughter is 
life’s sweetest creation.

Bob Stone ’70 reported the death of his father, 
Edward H. Stone II, 1918-2019.

Dum vivimus vivamus!
—Jane Hanks, 2630 Kings Crown, Fort Myers, FL 
33908; jhanks1@gmail.com

42 I cannot begin a column without 
talking about the weather, mostly 
because in New York City we have 

had a long long winter with too much cold and 
not much snow. Finally, spring has arrived with 
all its abundant regalia of flowers.

I had the pleasure of having coffee with Jen-

nifer Casey, who is director of academic coordina-
tion, while she was in New York for the dedication 
ceremony of the Hood Museum and the Mandel 
event. That event took place at Lincoln Center 
with a full-blown traditional homecoming bon-
fire. I used to attend the Mandel dinners with Leo 
and surely would have enjoyed this one. 

I was privileged to meet and know Jennifer 
when she served in alumni relations. We chat-
ted about Leo and the many wonderful reunions 
held by the class of ’42 under her direction—also 
about our class marathoner, Jon Mendes (who ran 
his last New York Marathon at the age of 96!), 
and the connection Jennifer has with our class 
newsletter editor, Ginia Allison.

All of you, I know, have been bombarded with 
Washington, D.C., news from the moment you 
wake up to the moment you turn the lights out. 
Not surprisingly Hanover and Dartmouth is a hot 
political destination. Of course, our own alum 
Kirsten Gillibrand ’88 was there, and in the last 
month Kamala Harris, Elizabeth Warren, Julian 
Castro, and Marianne Williamson have come to 
the campus. There are soon to be others.

When you receive this column all of you will 
have a few days left to make your annual contribu-
tion to the Dartmouth College Fund if you have 
not already given. Make the class of ’42 a winner 
in participation!

We have just learned of the loss of Richard 
Craw March 17 and Edward N. Squire, Ph.D., July 
25, 2011. The class of ’42 offers its condolences 
to the families of Craw and Squire.

Classmates and widows, please send me your 
news and spare me the daunting task of looking at 
a blank page. This is a big year for Dartmouth—the 
250th. Send your memories for my next column.
—Joanna Caproni, 370 East 76 St., Apt. A 406, New 
York, NY 10021; caproni@aol.com

43 Who came the farthest in our class 
as a freshman to Dartmouth? Could 
it be Nobu Mitsui and George Shimizu, 

both from Tokyo, Japan? No. Two fellows—Cy 
Brown and Bill Allman—arrived all the way from the 
Shanghai American School in Shanghai, China. 
Cy left right after Pearl Harbor to join the Royal 
Canadian Air Force, later to the U.S. Army’s Signal 
Corps, and then became a distinguished M.D. in 
Duluth, Minnesota. As I recall, Bill spent many 
years in the Middle East and now has an address 
in Connecticut; he was in financial services.

As freshmen, all ’43s enjoyed (?) meals 
together in College Hall Commons. The cost: 
$135 per semester, or $270 for three squares a 
day (vacations excepted) for the term ending in 
June 1940. Imagine—three meals for $1 a day! It 
was great policy because it made making friends 
so much easier. Early on, Stan Skaug and Ray 
Wolfe asked me to join them for lunch because 
our Monday-Wednesday-Friday class ended at 
lunchtime. I was more than happy and pleased 
to accept their kind offer.

Upon arriving at Middle Mass, our friend and 
mentor Larry Durgin ’40 took Nobu and me to get 
our dark green ’43 beanies, which marked us as 
easy “bell hops” for other students to unload their 
cars and move their furniture. Those dreaded 
words, “Come here, ’43” and “Over here, ’43” re-

ally didn’t bother us. It was all in fun and a long-
held tradition. I wonder—do they still do this?

Classmates in Middle Mass included Al 
Crowley, Hal Lindley, Charles Callahan, Paul Wein-
brenner, Bill Chilcote, Tom Keeler, Nobu Mitsui, 
Richard Chadwick, Oakley Curtis, Ed Leene, Smed 
Ward, George Lowden, George Mason, Warren Dale, 
Bud Miskell, Walter Howe, Bob Purdy, Jack Jouett, 
Bill Scholl, John Milburn, Bill Moseley, Phil Harmon, 
Holden Waterbury—and others to be named later.

I am writing this on April 2—what a date to be 
remembered forever. It was on April 2, 1943, that 
California-born Mary Yamamoto and George Shi-
mizu married in Minneapolis, Minnesota. After 
our ’43 “Last Supper” in Hanover on December 
12, 1942, I had volunteered (the Army recruited 
me in April 1942) into the Army on December 15, 
1942, and then married exactly 76 years ago. Mary 
died in 2000 due to a heart condition.
—George Shimizu, 2642 Saklan Indian Drive, Apt. 
2, Walnut Creek, CA 94595

46 I felt like the lone wolf (no pun in-
tended) at the 250th Dartmouth 
Centennial Celebration held at 

Lincoln Center in New York City April 2 when 
I didn’t meet any of the World War II alumni at 
the event. The nearest classes with representa-
tion were about 10 years behind us. Despite the 
lack of this participation, all of us could not help 
but respond with nostalgia to the magnificent 
full-stage slide review of life, past and present, 
on the Dartmouth campus with colorful scenic 
views of the countryside.

I must report another failure to represent the 
World War II classes on the Alumni Council when 
I was nominated by our class executive commit-
tee to fill the expiring term of one of our three 
delegates representing all cumulative classes 
who have celebrated their 55th reunion. There 
is no question that the elected nominee is well-
qualified, but as he is in a class closer to his 55th 
reunion and was elected by class presidents for 
the most part representing younger classes than 
our World War II classes, the level of the playing 
field is in question. In spite of our senior years, I 
would point out that many of our classmates are 
still active, whether retired or not, and continue 
to lead productive lives in the field of writing as 
well as other pursuits. We can and should be able 
to join the rest of the alumni in playing a role on 
the Dartmouth Alumni Council as it determines 
the future course of the College. We have more 
to offer than financial and beneficiary support 
to the College.

Our honorary class member “Tee” Adams, 
son of former class president Tom Adams, wrote 
about honoring his deceased father’s 96th birth-
day, March 31, as well as his mother, Emily, who 
gave dedicated service to the class for many years.  

Our class sympathy to the families of our 
recently deceased classmates. Charles H. Whitmore 
Jr. died January 16, 2018. He was in the Navy V-12 
and served as class agent and treasurer of the 
regional club in Rockland, Maine. Leon Norman 
McKenzie Jr. died December 22, 2018. He was in 
the Navy V-12 and served in Pearl Harbor dur-
ing WW II, retiring as a lieutenant, j.g., before 
embarking on a successful insurance career. 

Richard A. Esperon died February 2. In 1942 he 
enlisted in the U.S. Navy and served aboard the 
battleship USS Texas. After service he was in 
the Navy V-12, earned an M.B.A. at Tuck, and 
held managerial positions for Eastman Kodak 
Co. throughout the world.
—John L.E. Wolff, M.D., 500 East 77th St., Apt 1833, 
New York, NY 10162; (917) 975-3175; (212) 772-
9933 (fax); jlewolffmd@aol.com

47 A few years back the College assigned 
a treasurer to our class, and we were 
lucky enough to have Lisa Bates put 

in charge of our finances and yearly dues notices. 
Lisa sent me a copy of one notice she received 
back from Dorothy Bartlett, widow of Ben Bartlett, 
who died in 1998. Dorothy commented that she 
enjoyed our newsletters and that she believes 
that when Ben was a student he received a fine 
education and his time on campus was most en-
joyable. As a footnote, even though she receives 
the alumni magazine for free, she still included 
$45 for the class. How’s that for class loyalty! 
Thanks, Dorothy.

I received word that longtime newsletter 
editor Fred Sistare died February 21. His wife, 
Liz, had taken over his role some time back and 
has continued in her excellent style. His obit will 
appear in the next newsletter. He was a great guy. 
I’ll never forget when, at one of our five-year re-
unions, I asked Fred where he and Liz were stay-
ing, and he said about 20 feet outside. My look of 
puzzlement turned into awe as he showed me the 
biggest 35-foot mobile home I ever saw! I spoke to 
Liz and asked for some memories of their travels. 
She said they had some breakdowns, flat tires, 
witnessed a murder, had to turn this behemoth 
around on a 40-foot-wide road. Can you imagine 
the traffic? Other than that, and a few more chal-
lenges, everything was great.

Sally and I just spent the evening with Rob-
ert Frost. Even though I had the opportunity to 
attend his readings 70-odd years ago, I did not, 
for some ridiculous reason. Ah, youth! Our local 
library in Rye, New Hampshire, is small but they 
do amazing things. The library hired a gentleman 
who gives lectures and recites poems of various 
poets. In this case, it was Frost. This gentleman 
gave Frost’s history and read his poems with en-
thusiasm, and all from memory, no notes. It was 
a magical evening. Standing room only.

We are saddened to report the deaths of Al-
phonse R. DeNatale in Hastings-on-Hudson, New 
York, on November 12, 2018, and E. Newbold Coo-
per, M.D., of Vero Beach, Florida, on December 
11, 2018.
—Joe Hayes, P.O. Box 57, Rye Beach, NH 03872

48 Sam Katz, who is still collecting 
honorariums, was selected as one 
of the “25 Most Influential Alumni” 

in the Dartmouth Alumni Magazine’s 250th an-
niversary issue that led off with Daniel Webster. 
Sam pioneered and promoted the widespread 
use of the measles vaccine, which wiped out the 
disease in the United States and transformed 
global children’s health. He and his pediatric in-
fectious disease specialist wife, Dr. Catherine 
Wilfert, were the first in the United States to treat 

children with AZT, the first FDA-approved AIDS 
medication. 

Foxy Parker is hanging in there, but comments 
that the ski poles are now used for walking. Their 
two daughters, who live in Colorado, now come 
East to visit with him and Helen.

John VanRaelte’s heart problems keep him 
from driving, but he is coping well and he has 
a woman who comes in three times a week and 
leaves meals and food in the refrigerator. Let me 
reminisce. John was a fine golfer with an eight 
handicap at one time, an excellent equestrian and 
polo player, and he and I competed vigorously for 
ladder position on the Dartmouth varsity squash 
and tennis teams. No. 1 was a dubious honor in the 
latter instance, as in my senior year we faced lead-
ing amateur players ranked nationally, includ-
ing Charlie Oliver at Army, ranked eighth; Dick 
Savitt at Cornell, who won Wimbledon in 1951; 
and Rolla Wray at Yale, who, while not ranked na-
tionally, was in the same category of competence. 
My father saw only my match with Rolla. I was 
adjusting my Ace bandages (broken ankle skiing 
at, of all places, Oak Hill) after warmup, and he 
came over to offer some advice. I liked my dad; 
he always told it like it was. He said, “Son, I hope 
you are not under the illusion this is going to be 
a match.” I wasn’t—and it wasn’t.

If you want these Class Notes to continue, 
we really need some input. If what you’re doing is 
negative or boring, send me some reminiscences 
or stuff about your progeny by email, message, 
or cell phone. Next issue I’ll tell you how I got a 
not-so-sweaty Army shirt.
—Dave Kurr, 4281 Indian Field Road, Clinton, NY 
13323; (781) 801-6716; djkurr@verizon.net

49 Richie Wolff called from his new digs 
in a retirement home near Portland, 
Oregon. He referred me to a picture 

of his father on the 1908 tennis team in a recent 
issue of DAM. He and Beth are still traveling and 
have our 70th reunion on their agenda, Septem-
ber 27-29.

Tommy Swartz made his annual trip to Sara-
sota, Florida, to visit his son. We all had a fun 
dinner with Tom Towler and Bruce Crawford. Joel 
Berson joined our group on a separate occasion. 
Both Tommy and Joel will be at our reunion.

Edward Ralph Graham Jr. died on September 
20, 2018, in Evanston, Illinois, where he lived. Ed 
spent his career as a writer, producer, cartoon-
ist, and humorist with Time, Sports Illustrated, 
CBS, and ABC, among other media. His biggest 
hit was Linus the Lionhearted cartoon show. Ed is 
survived by his wife, Claire, and children Sarah, 
Ted, and Scott.

George Paul Denecke died on December 10, 
2016, in Minneapolis, where he lived. Paul spent 
45 years in the carpet business in Minneapolis. 
He is survived by son Daniel and daughter Heide.

Ronald C. Honeyman died on February 16 in 
Bellevue, Washington, where he lived. Ron went 
off to the Army, then finished college out West. 
Ron spent his career in the hardware business 
in Portland, Washington, where he grew up. He is 
survived by children Jane, Craig, and Jeff.
—John Adler, 75 Silo Circle, Riverside, CT 06878; 
(203) 622-9069; (203) 637-3227 (fax)

>>> Washington, D.C., attorney Gary Horlick 
’68 has earned the 2018 Who’s Who Legal 
Lifetime Achievement Award. As an expert 
in international trade, he led the import ad-
ministration at the U.S. Department of Com-
merce, served as international trade counsel 
to the U.S. Senate committee on finance, and 
was the first chairman of the World Trade 
Organization’s permanent group of experts.
>>> Mike Kennealy ’90 has 
been promoted to the posi-
tion of Massachusetts secre-
tary of housing and economic 
development. The Lexington 
resident left a career in private 
equity to join the state depart-
ment in 2015 as assistant sec-
retary for business growth.
>>> Donna Smyers ’79, Th’88, has been induct-
ed into the USA Triathlon Hall of Fame. The 
Adamant, Vermont, resident has twice been 
named USA Triathlon Masters Triathlete of 
the Year and won four USA Triathlon na-
tional championships, two International 
Triathlon Union world championships, and 
six Ironman world championships.
>>> Theater director David Fuller ’76 has been 
elected president of the National Theatre 
Conference, an association of professional 
and academic institutions and individual 
artists. Fuller, who has performed and di-
rected on and off Broadway, is a producing 
co-director of Theater 2020 in Brooklyn.
>>> Two-time Paralympic skier Joseph Walsh 
’84, Adv’98, DMS’98, has earned the Mas-
sachusetts Association for the Blind and 
Visually Impaired Kara MacDonald Aspire 
Award. Walsh was the VP of the Interna-
tional Blind Sports Federation from 2013 
to 2017 and is the president of Quincy-based 
Adaptive Sports New England, a nonprofit 
focused on increasing participation in sports 
among youth who have a visual or mobility 
impairment.
>>> Miigis Gonzalez ’07 has 
been named a 2019 Bush 
Foundation Fellow, which 
will provide her with up to 
$100,000 to further develop 
her leadership skills. Gonza-
lez, a member of the Ojibwe 
tribe Lac Courte Oreilles, has 
been conducting research 
at the University of Minnesota School of 
Medicine on the impact of Native American 
culture on the prevention and treatment of 
health issues.
>>> Andrew Schulz ’86 has been named dean 
and vice president of the arts at the Universi-
ty of Arizona College of Fine Arts in Tucson. 
Schulz was most recently associate dean for 
research at Penn State University College of 
Arts and Architecture, where he created a 
program to connect artists with scientists.

Give a Rouse▲
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50 Doug Smith saw Joe Medlicott one 
Friday evening at the AVA gallery 
in Lebanon, New Hampshire. Both 

Joe’s friend Stephanie and Doug’s Meredith were 
contributing artists to the silent auction, so Joe 
and Doug got in free!

Joel Leavitt is playing tennis and golf three 
days a week—as befits the “youngest member of 
the class—but not the best looking!” he says. He 
leaves Palm Gardens, Florida, with Veda for Cape 
Cod, Massachusetts, in mid-June and plans to be 
with us October 10-11 for our Homecoming mini.

Jack and Jilly Harned are toughing it out at 
idyllic Stone Ridge, Connecticut, with him now 
out of the wheelchair using only a cane (after a bad 
summertime fall) with the help of a “knockout” 
6-foot blonde therapist.

Lee “Sak” Sarokin, at Vi at La Jolla Village, 
California, continues to knock ’em dead way out 
west with his thespian outpourings with Traitor 
or Patriot and The Wedding Cake.

Our peripatetic president Bob Kirby and 
Brownlee McKee were skiing seven inches of the 
white at Aspen, Colorado, and continue their 
worldwide tour of choice watering spots.

Bill Carpenter is back on the tennis courts after 
some serious health issues subsided. “Carp” sold 
off his company in 2017 and keeps busy with Terri 
monitoring their 15 great-grandchildren (surely 
a record!). Both are looking forward to the fall—it 
is to be hoped they can make our October 10-11 
Homecoming mini.

Sad note from Bob Wilkinson alerting us to 
Dick Williamson’s passing in March. Dick was a 
professor in the math department and had lived 
in Norwich, Vermont. After he retired he moved 
to Kendal in Hanover.

I have some limited information that I can 
share on the following classmates who have 
“moved on” (email me if you would like details): 
John “Jack” Avery, Richard “Dick” Johnson, James 
“Jim” Wehnes, Robert E. Graham, Leonard N. Radlo, 
John “Jack” L. Dutton, Leonard “M.” Stein, Thomas 
“Tom” M. Green, and H. Clifton “Clift” Whiteman III.
—Tom “Smiley” Ruggles, 8 Concord Greene, Unit 5, 
Concord, MA 01742; (978) 369-5879; smileytmr@
aol.com

51 Plans for our fall class mini-reunion 
(October 10-13) are taking shape! Our 
local hosts and super-arrangers, Amy 

and Henry Nachman, have a stimulating, fun week-
end in store for us. A highlight: a private tour of 
the newly renovated and expanded Hood Museum 
of Art. Seven years of planning and three years of 
construction have produced a truly world-class 
teaching museum. Our late classmate Charlie Hood 
played a major role in re-imagining this center-
piece of Dartmouth’s remarkable arts complex.

We will reune on Homecoming Weekend. 
Activities will include the Dartmouth-Yale foot-
ball game, a pre-game tailgate, the bonfire, and the 
annual parade of alumni. There will be interesting 
lectures, private dinners, and many opportunities 
to visit with classmates. Fall colors should be at 
their peak. Ink the weekend into your calendar 
now!

Frank and Sarah Johnson live in a retirement 
community in Phoenix. He has rediscovered his 

love of the stage, harking back to his days in ex-
perimental theater at Dartmouth, and is an active 
play-reader.

Herb Knight and I periodically get together 
for lunch at the pristine nature center of the Max 
McGraw Wildlife Foundation, near Chicago, to 
which he is a longtime contributor. The founda-
tion’s mission: to secure the future of hunting, 
fishing, and land management (our lunches are 
often freshly caught). Herb, like Dick McFarland, 
is still an active duck hunter, “but not in the same 
blind! I can hear Dick claiming, “I shot that bird!’ ”

Like Herb, Buck Scott is a faithful connec-
tor with ’51 classmates. He took advantage of a 
recent California trip to drop in on Mish Cohen, 
whom he describes as “a valued friend who lives 
a quiet life in Beverly Hills but is still plugged into 
the intellectual life at the University of Southern 
California,” where he taught for many years.

Have you reached out to “a valued ’51 friend” 
lately? You’ll be glad you did! 

We have lost four more classmates: Pete 
Crowe, Carl Glassberg, Stu Johnson, and Paul Wenger. 
The class sends sincere condolences to the fami-
lies of these longtime friends. 
—Pete Henderson, 450 Davis St., Evanston, IL 
60201; (847) 905-0635; pandjhenderson@gmail.
com

52 How are we doing? Several classmates 
have asked that question, so we did a 
little digging and this issue’s report 

is an update on the class of 1952. Actually, we’re 
doing pretty well. The numbers aren’t 100-per-
cent accurate, but they’re close. We started in 
the fall of 1948 with 715 classmates (freshman 
Green Book) and, according to our most recent 
address list (updated to May 1), we are in touch 
with 248, plus 188 widows and partners. That 
means, at age 88-89, just a little more than one-
third of our class (35 percent) is still listed—good 
bonding. Only 11 classmates have opted out, been 
tagged as “not interested,” after 71 years—not 
bad. We should note that there are another dozen 
classmates who have gone missing. That is, they 
have never been reported as deceased and they 
are not on the current address list. We did a little 
sleuthing and found that, in fact, at least two of 
them have passed on and three others are now 
listed with other classes. So, bottom line, roughly 
one-third of the class is ongoing and, we hope, in 
good health. We dug a little further to see how we 
have moved around since we first hit the Hanover 
plain. Considering just our living classmates, 28 
percent of us live in the same state as when we 
first came to Dartmouth, many in the same city. 
This means 72 percent don’t! Where did we go? 
In 1948 73 percent came from New England 
and Middle Atlantic states. Today that number 
is down to 50 percent, but it is still impressive. 
When we first arrived in Hanover, only 8 percent 
came from the South or west of the Mississippi. 
Today that number is up to 38 percent. When we 
retire, we go where it is warm. By the way, math 
majors have probably already deduced that those 
who came from the central states pretty much 
stayed there. Also, we’re a domestic bunch; fewer 
than 1 percent have an international address. Your 
thoughts? We regret closing with the news that 

two of our most active classmates, Jonathan Walton 
and Robert Binswanger, have recently passed away.
—William Montgomery, 11 Berrill Farms Lane, Ha-
nover, NH 03755; (603) 643-0261; wmontgod52@
aol.com

53 A wedding and a memorial service on 
the same day: two important events, 
each of which was defined by three 

generations of family participating. Harlan Fair 
married Granthia Preston at Kendal in Hanover. 
Jimmy Fair ’18 was the best man for his grandfa-
ther. The children and grandchildren of both the 
bride and the groom abounded and participated 
in the simple and elegant ceremony, after which 
we enjoyed a lovely reception. Allen Collins, Put 
Blodgett, Barbara and John Kennedy, and Bobby 
and Mark Smoller attended from the class, along 
with Brooks Preston ’90, the bride’s son, and many 
of Granthia’s Middlebury classmates. We then 
repaired with the other wedding guests to Dowds’ 
Country Inn for a joyful dinner.

While in New York City at the same time, 
Len Gochman, Vivian and Richard Cahn, Nate Bur-
kan, Mike Zarin, Charlie Buchanan, and Emily and 
Herb Klagsbrun attended the memorial service 
for Liliane Lazar. Liliane, a Holocaust survivor, 
left her home in Paris to marry Ron Lazar. She 
bore three children, two of whom are Dartmouth 
alums, while becoming a shining star as a teacher, 
writer, and world-renowned expert on Simone 
de Beauvoir. She taught French at Dartmouth 
for a few summers for professor John Rassias. 
Richard Cahn reports that their children and 
grandchildren contributed heartfelt stories as 
those present rejoiced in the wonderful life which 
Liliane had lived.

A third event, our ’53 Ski Day, was held on 
March 14. Dave Donovan writes that they have 
had 19 very good years, but the old legs are not 
as strong as they used to be; so, perhaps this is 
the last Ski Day. The skiers were Put Blodgett, 
Dave Donovan, Harlan Fair, Granthia Preston, 
Dick O’Connor, and Allen Newton. After skiing 
they were joined for après-ski cocktails and then 
dinner by Cynthia Donovan, Marge Cook, Donna 
Reilly, Barbara Newton, and Allen Collins. A good 
time was had by all.

I am sorry to report the deaths of Leo Clancy, 
John Cunningham, William Dolan, and Martin Gold 
and offer the heartfelt sympathy of our classmates 
to their families.
—Mark H. Smoller, 410 Lake Shore Road, Putnam 
Valley, NY 10579; (845) 603-5066; dartmark@
gmail.com

54 Steve Mullins has done it again. From 
U.S. Masters Swimming: “Dear Ste-
phen, You are being recognized as a 

U.S. Masters Swimming All-American for your 
excellence in swimming for 2018. Your first-
place finish in three events in the men’s 85-89 
age group has made you a U.S. Masters Swimming 
All-American. We applaud your dedication and 
hard work that led to this achievement.”

Have you made your gift to the class of 1954 
internship fund? Your gift ensures that the most 
capable students will benefit from an internship 
whether they are capable of paying their living 

costs. The opportunities through the Dickey Cen-
ter, the Rockefeller Center, and the Center for 
Social Impact can fuel ambitions and transform 
lives. Your support sustains the fine liberal arts 
educational experience in the world and reminds 
us all that there is no place like Dartmouth.

From Pete Kenyon: “Met with Rick Hartman 
regarding our plan for 2019. We will continue 
with four interns at the three centers (two at 
Rockefeller) and one athlete. The income from 
the endowment fund will allow us to raise our 
amount per intern from $3,000 to $4,000. The 
class meeting in September will be only one hour. 
We will not be able to have interns attend. We will 
have written descriptions from each. We should 
start receiving our choices for 2019 interns from 
the three centers around mid-to late April.

From Tom Kelsey: “During this year’s snow-
bird season in Naples, Florida, Tony Kane and Tom 
Kelsey and Liz, the snowbirds, have enjoyed some 
dinners together (we called them mini-mini-re-
unions) with year-rounders Peter and Jill Kenyon, 
Irv Sherwood and Lee, and Bob Levine and Barbara. 
As could be expected, the dinner conversations 
kept recalling our times in Hanover and how dif-
ferent it seems today. We Northerners are happy 
to report that the gorgeous climate here does won-
derful things for the mind and body.”

We sadly note the passing of Frank van Aalst, 
Peter Robinson, and Dick Brace.
—Wayne Weil, 246 Ridge Road, Rutherford, NJ 07070; 
(201) 933-4102; wayne@dartmouthgraphics.com

55 On the occasion of the pending re-
union of the Old Antarctic Explorers 
Society, I called Steve Wilson. Steve 

has significant renown as a beekeeper and was 
Beekeeper of the Year in 2016, as noted in the 
class newsletter last year. At the other end of 
the earth, Steve, as a Navy lieutenant, j.g., went 
to the ice aboard icebreaker USS Glacier in 1956 
to 1958 Operation Deep Freeze. He worked on the 
Glacier to document the Van Allen radiation belt. 
Peter Fleming ’54 was the medical officer. Steve’s 
experience with the DOC and in classes with such 
greats as Vilhjalmur Stefansson and aboard the 
Blue Dolphin with Cmdr. David “Beaney” Nutt 
’41 certainly left their mark. “Dudley Halligan ’62 
went to the Antarctic ice cap with me on Glacier 
in 1963. I hope more Big Greens will show them-
selves at the Old Antarctic Explorers reunion,” he 
said. Steve mentioned that the United States has 
only one old breaker in service, The Polar Star. 
He added that with climate changes, the Russians 
have significant continued interests in the polar 
seas and the riches of oil and fish they contain. 

I met up with Ross Robbins and his wife, 
Irene, who live near my brother, Dennis ’61, 
on Boca Grande, a spot of lovely delight on the 
Florida west coast. They were married at the 
end of our junior year. Following his service 
in the Air Force, they were Chicago residents 
and frequently met with Joe Mathewson. Ross’s 
great-grandfather was in the circus business, 
which the family continued until they sold to 
Ringling Brothers. Ross went into the outdoor 
advertising business in 1958. He recognized the 
great capabilities of billboard promotion and 
after different positions started his own com-

pany, Robbinswood Inc., in the 1960s. Thus, his 
experiences went from circus to sign painter—a 
great and interesting life.

Plan ahead: Homecoming is October 11-12, 
with the game vs. Yale, class dinners Friday and 
Saturday nights, Friday afternoon seminar with 
faculty speaker, and the class meeting Saturday 
morning. Watch the class newsletter for details.

Sadly, we report the passing of Bill Kofoed, 
Jim Perkins, and Will Stratton. 
—John Dinan, 20 Gardiner St., Richmond, ME 
04357; (207) 252-7442; captdinan@yahoo.com

56 In response to the request for news 
of the current status of Steve Katz, I 
received calls from Crile Doscher and 

Steve himself. Crile, calling from Florida, re-
ported that Steve was currently living in L.A. 
and, although wheelchair-bound, is in reasonably 
good health. Steve confirmed all that and reported 
that after retiring as a colonel after 30 years in the 
U.S. Air Force, he lives with a caretaker following 
his wife’s passing. 

Many of you are aware of the passing of Har-
old Gordon from my poem of the month titled 
“Farewell to Hal,” which I subsequently read at 
a memorial gathering in New York City on April 
4. Other classmates attending besides me and 
Marsha included Alan Friedman and Diane, Tom 
Rosenwald and Abbie, Jack Tamagni and Judy, and 
Elliott Weinstein and Alice. In response to receiv-
ing my poem, several folks replied with a large 
number of nice emails—and one was of particular 
interest. Kirby Fowler wrote, “While Pat and I were 
in Florence, Italy, many years ago, we visited the 
Duomo cathedral. While standing in front of the 
altar, another couple stood next to us. We looked 
at each other with surprise. Hal and Joan Gordon 
greeted Pat and me as we stood there. I have many 
fond remembrances of Hal and Joan’s hospitality 
at their brunches as part of the class New York 
City mini-reunions.

I now sadly report that three other class-
mates have passed on. As the Barbary Coast jazz 
band marches up Main Street they are followed 
on this occasion by William M. Balliette Jr., Stephen 
J. Bissell, Donald Morton Lehrer, Arthur L. Lomker, 
Joseph Henry Nook, Thomas Riker, and Morton At-
well Shea. We, the living, bow our heads in silent 
tribute. 

I close with a newly created poetic limerick 
titled “So Many Are Missed.”

Many classmates and wives have now passed,
At this stage of life much too fast;
Sweet Linda departed,
To leave us sad hearted,
All missed but we can’t be downcast.
The Linda in this poem is Linda Sokol, Don 

Sokol’s wife, who passed in January. 
—Joel D. Ash, P.O. Box 1733, Grantham, NH 03753; 
(603) 863-3360; jash_125@comcast.net

57 “Honoring our Past, Inspiring our 
Future” is the theme of Dartmouth’s 
250th-year celebration. Let’s do a bit 

of the same for our class.
A newly unearthed copy of our 1957 Com-

mencement Program shows that our senior year 
was Dartmouth’s 187th. Commencement mar-

shals were Tom Donahoe, Peter Barnes, and Wayne 
Kakela. Our senior executive committee consisted 
of Duncan Barnes, Frank Bruni, Garvey Clark, David 
Clements, Kent Crane, Jim Dalton, Skip Kerr, Dick 
Leavitt, Bob Macdonald, Ed Matthews, and Chuck 
Schroeder. Class speakers at the Bema that day 
were Bob Smith with the address to the College, 
Don Cowlbeck reciting the class poem, Gordon 
Bjork delivering the class oration, John Colenback 
presenting the Sachem oration, and Dick Schramm 
with the address to the Old Pine. All that leading 
up to the valedictory address by Lloyd Weinreb.

This anniversary year’s focus on the past 
causes all of us to look back. Classmates are re-
membering old times rather than reporting cur-
rent activities. Not so strange when you consider 
our past is so much longer than our future. Let’s 
spend just a moment on a few reflections….

John Lange worked as a brakeman on the 
Mount Washington Cog Railway in 1954 and then 
served his time at the U.S. Treasury, where he was 
a director managing the foreign exchange reserves 
of the United States. Rod Hinkle and Bob Mowbray 
joined the Peace Corps in 1961, Rod leaving his job 
teaching civics at Newton High School and Bob 
following three years active duty in the Marine 
Corps. Howie Howland and Jim Taylor, both past 
presidents of the Dartmouth Club of Cape Cod, 
recalled the importance and dedication of trea-
surer John Citron’s 23 years of service. Hannie Mason 
hosted ’57s Jack Stempel, Bruce Bernstein, Larry 
Blades and Jay Greene at the Iowa caucus in 2008 
when Obama came out of nowhere to upset Hillary.

President Hanlon says “our 250th is as much 
about our future as it is about our past.” Sixty-two 
years ago Professor Rosenstock-Huessy told us 
our present is the insistence of the future upon 
our past. What do you think? How are we doing?
—John W. Cusick, 105 Island Plantation Terrace, Vero 
Beach, FL 32963; (772)231-1248; johnwcusick@
aol.com

58 One Saturday in April, a week ago as 
I write, yours truly watched the Big 
Green women’s lacrosse team come 

from down 2-6 to upset the favored Penn Quakers 
15-10 at nearby Franklin Field in Philadelphia. 
(They beat Yale 23-9 for a share of the Ivy title 
April 29.) Nice to see Ivy sports for a change.

Spring also brought some ’58 mini-reunions. 
John Trimble sent word of the annual southwest 
Florida winter mini by 19 classmates and spous-
es at the Bonita Bay Club in Bonita Springs on 
March 12. Adopted classmate Sandy Bromwell 
from the alumni office was on hand to lead at-
tendees in a rousing singing of “Happy 250th 
Birthday” to the College.

Walt Vail reported the six-person mini-mini 
he and his wife, Scottie, enjoyed with Patsy and 
Don McCree and Lucy and Walt Stackler. Look for 
a photo of their get-together in the next Sound & 
Fury newsletter, along with a bushel of pix Linda 
Trimble took at the southwest Florida wingding.

There are two obituaries to report. August 
VanDessel Jr. of Arlington, Virginia, succumbed 
to Parkinson’s disease at Northern Virginia Hos-
pital on January 13. Augie was born to immigrant 
parents in Bloomfield, New Jersey, dropped out of 
Dartmouth in 1955 to join the U.S. Air Force, and 
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earned a B.A. in accounting at Duke University. 
He remained active in Dartmouth alumni affairs. 
He worked for the National Park Service, then the 
U.S. State Department, and was an avid watch 
and clock collector.

Donald Wood Mansfield of Florham Park, 
New Jersey, died on January 24. He was born in 
Brooklyn, New York, and lived for many years in 
Great River, New York, before relocating to New 
Jersey four years ago with his wife, Pamela, who 
survives him. A member of Delta Kappa Epsilon 
in Hanover, he majored in English and earned a 
double degree in language and theology at Hof-
stra University after a tour of duty in the Army’s 
82nd Airborne Division. Known as a natural-born 
language teacher, at both high school and college 
levels, his hobbies were collecting antique cars 
and trucks and flying planes, including a light-
weight aircraft Donald and his brother-in-law 
designed and built.
—Steve Quickel, 411 North Middletown Road, Apt. 
F-310, Media, PA 19063; steve58@quickel.net 

59 This is the next-to-the-last Class 
Notes column written by your cur-
rent scribe. The final column, howev-

er, will recount our 60th reunion and the election, 
at the class meeting held during that reunion, of 
a new slate of officers, including a new secretary 
to pen these notes. So, although this is really only 
my penultimate column, it is the last column for 
which the canvas is open. What then should be 
chronicled?  Career and other achievements; the 
rare classmate who still plies his trade; reloca-
tion to be near grandchildren or healthcare; the 
women who have become such an integral part 
of the fabric of a class which started all male? 
Been there, done that.

One au courant technique for Class Notes 
is modeled on columns by the co-secretaries of 
the class of 1990 (a son and nephew of dearly 
departed Scott Palmer). The technique, which 
has also been used by other class secretaries, is 
to devise a short, Dartmouth-related question, 
blast it out electronically to the entire class, and 
then base a column on the avalanche of answers. 
What might be a suitable question for ’59s? As 
this would be both my first and final occasion 
for using the technique, the question should be 
appropriately weighty, provocative, and reflective 
of our place in the senior wing of the alumni body.  

But this is just a flight on gossamer wings. 
Sadly, your scribe is so electronically incompe-
tent that he would have no idea, without inor-
dinate assistance, how to pose a question to the 
entire class and then compile a column based 
on the responses. No matter how much I might 
dream of devising and asking it and some of you 
might wish to respond, any ’59 Class Notes ques-
tion must, for the nonce, remain unasked and un-
answered. But, for those of you who are intrigued 
by the technique, including many who would be 
technologically able to participate, take heart. A 
new scribe, who has, we hope, embraced more 
thoroughly the culture of the electronic era and 
is better able to navigate modern communication 
channels, will soon take office.
—Dick Hoehn, 845 Union St., Marshfield, MA 
02050; (781) 834-7194; r06hoehn@gmail.com

60 It’s never too early to start planning so 
save these dates: 2019 Homecoming, 
October 11-12 (Yale weekend), and 

our 60th reunion, June 15-18, 2020. And as far as 
that goes, we have early suggestions for our 85th 
birthday: Hap Dunning likes London, and Bruce 
Clark once again lobbies for a cruise out of Florida.

Ken Taber has taken on a second part-time 
job. He already leads a small congregation with 
the necessary ministries including Sunday wor-
ship and sermon. Now he has agreed to serve 
as a part-time hospice chaplain. The hospice 
organization covers six counties in southwest 
Florida, and Ken’s travel is limited to the three 
counties north of Tampa. “The work is mostly 
making house calls for those patients who are 
homebound, basically 80 percent of the practice. 
While familiar with dying patients, my challenge 
is the extensive electronic medical records that 
are required. I still find time with Connie, my 
wife, to play golf weekly.” 

Warner Bentley would be proud: Marc Aus-
ten’s doctor, who is his age, says “90 is the new 
60.” And so we go on. It’s very sad though, seeing 
dear friends depart. He adds, “I paid my dues and 
elated my parents by teaching art in Harlem. Now 
I have been retired 23 years and have been able 
to pursue my real passion: acting. One thousand 
jobs in front of the cameras, all but 11 silent. But 
as the young say, I get a rush every time!”

The left coast gang did it again, courtesy of 
Dick Foley. Just before Christmas they shared a 
rousing party at the St. Francis Yacht Club during 
the evening of the lighted boat parade. The two 
tables were composed of Susie and Dick Levy, 
Jane and John Wheaton, Denise Cattan and Tom 
Hanann, Elaine and Lee Horschman, Carolyn Gei-
ger and Hap Dunning, Mary and Peter Farquhar, 
Ed Berkowitz, and annual intruders Deb and Sid 
Goldman. Their most recent meeting was on Dick 
Gale’s Sausalito, California, houseboat for a pot-
luck. Deb and I have our home for sale, hoping to 
move west to share some of that action and be 
closer to the kids.
—Sid Goldman, 97 Bay Drive, Key West, FL 33040-
6114; (305) 745-3645; sidgoldman@gmail.com

61 By the time that you read this article, 
the class of ’61 will have done its share 
to assist in the alumni celebration of 

Dartmouth’s 250-year anniversary, certainly a 
worthy milestone in and of itself, with an event 
unique among the other Ivy League colleges 
and universities. On May 15-18 a group of ’61 
classmates, along with their spouses and signifi-
cant others, planned to descend upon London, 
England, for four days to celebrate their 80-year 
birthday party and the College’s 250-year birth-
day party in the city and country that provided 
the royal family that was so instrumental in the 
founding of Dartmouth College. 

Several classmates have been working on 
this class event, but none as hard or as effectively 
as Frank Stephens and his wife, Dawn. Frank has 
been dedicated, thorough, and a cheerleader for 
this mini-reunion for about a year and a half. 
The event will take place in a little more than 
two weeks as I write, and there is no doubt that 
it will be a highly successful mini-reunion. Our 

only regret, based on our advancing age, is that 
we did not do this mini-reunion 20 to 25 years 
ago, when the turnout could have and probably 
would have been more extensive—but then that 
time period would not have coincided with Dart-
mouth’s extraordinary 250-year anniversary.

In closing, I leave you with an appropriate 
quote from Hunter S. Thompson: “Life is not a 
journey to the grave with the intention of arriving 
safely in a pretty and well-preserved body, but 
rather to skid in broadside, thoroughly used up, 
totally worn out, and loudly proclaiming, ‘Wow! 
What a ride!’ ” For at least some of those 80-year-
old ’61 alumni attending the London mini, this 
was a driving force motivating their attendance. 
—Victor S. Rich, 94 Dove Hill Drive, Manhasset, NY 
11030; (516 )446-3977; richwind13@gmail.com

62 As previously announced, our class 
80th birthday celebration in San 
Antonio, Texas, will take place from 

April 26 to 30, 2020. You can reserve your space 
at $1,499 per person by calling Collette Tours 
at (800) 581-8942 and referencing our booking 
number, 943762. A deposit of $250 per person is 
required to book the tour. Given our age, you are 
also encouraged to take the trip insurance for a 
reasonable $99 per person. For more informa-
tion, please contact ’62 tripmeister Tom Komarek 
at tckomarek@aol.com or visit our class home 
page, http://1962.dartmouth.org.

Reminder: Our annual mini-reunion in Ha-
nover will be October 4-6. 

Apropos our class website, be sure to check 
in often, as our award-winning digital content 
manager, Peter Knight, updates it frequently 
with such items as Al Huck’s latest class news-
letter, photos, and reports of classmates getting 
together. He follows impromptu get-togethers 
such as my visit with Peter Knight and Zaida in 
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, in February; Susan and 
Peter Brink’s visit to our home in Galveston, Texas, 
last April; and the micro-reunion at Alan Rapo-
port’s home in Woodside, California, last March 
that included Phil Meyer, Chuck Preuss, and Sam 
Anderson. He also reports on regularly sched-
uled gatherings, such as the North Shore group 
meeting at the Sylvan St. Grille in Peabody, Mas-
sachusetts, attended by regulars Paul Weinberg, 
John Wilkinson, Joel Monell, Gary Spiess, Richard 
Hannah, David French, George Freedman, and Bob 
Needham. The website also includes discussions 
about health and nutrition issues we face and, 
for those interested in the latest deliberations 
and decisions by the class executive committee, 
the secretary’s minutes by yours truly. You may 
be interested in the latest decision, to suspend 
the collection of class dues indefinitely, thanks 
to an abundance of funds in the class bank ac-
count! In addition, Peter also maintains a lively 
class Facebook page you can view at “Dartmouth 
Class of 1962.”

Sadly, I must report the death of David Laing, 
who died peacefully March 17 at his home in 
Maine with his wife, Margaret, at his side after 
a long battle with cancer. His obituary can be 
found on the class website.  
—David L. Smith, RR4 Box 225B4, Galveston, TX 
77554; (775) 870-2354; david@davidlsmith.com

63 From Santa Fe, New Mexico, in 2016 
and Tuscany, Italy, in 2018, the ’63 
mini-reunion “train” pulled into St. 

Augustine, Florida, April 4-6, when Mike and 
Jeanne Prince and Bob Silverman organized din-
ner at the Serenata Beach Club, beach walks, gal-
lery and historical tours, kayaking, even a Beatles 
tribute concert. Classmates, wives, and friends 
included Roy Benson, Bud and Marci Weinstein, 
Bill and Carol Hindle, Alan and Shelley Palmer, 
Alan and Janet March and Ed and Charlene Mazer.

With Ain’t Too Proud, the new show about 
the Temptations drawing crowds on New York 
City’s Broadway, Marty Bowne made his own 
statement April 26 uptown at The Triad, per-
forming the contra alto parts to The Coasters’ 
1959 version of “Along Came Jones” in a cabaret 
that included John Chamberlin, Tim and Joyce 
Ratner, Petie Subin, and the show’s producer and 
director, Paul Binder. Bruce and Patty Baggley were 
in the audience as pianist (and M.D.) Steve Kur-
land of Framingham, Massachusetts, rounded off 
the night with his rendition of Gershwin’s “Rhap-
sody in Blue.” Steve (stkurland@aol.com) will 
host our annual Tanglewood mini, July 22-23. 

Join the ’63 Yale Homecoming mini in Ha-
nover October 11-12, with dinners at Salt Hill 
Pub on Friday and Jesse’s on Saturday. The 
class booked rooms at the Holiday Inn Express 
& Suites in White River. Call (802) 299-2700 
to reserve. 

We are up to 38 classmates and guests ex-
pected at Yankee Stadium November 9 to cheer 
on the Big Green against Princeton. Dave Warr, 
George Hellick, Joe Shannon, Steve Bank, Barry Lin-
sky, Steve Lister, Roger Parkinson, Armand Villager, 
and Mike Jarvis have joined the list, according 
to mini-organizer Chuck Wessendorf. Although 
advance sales are closed you can purchase tickets 
for general seating at dartmouthsports.com or by 
calling (603) 646-2466. Watch the website for a 
possible get-together.

I caught up with freshman Richardson Hall 
dormmate and Facebook friend Bill Spencer by 
phone at his Fox Island beach house on Puget 
Sound, near Seattle, Washington. It was March, 
and Bill and Sue were back earlier than usual 
from their annual winter sojourn in the Mexican 
Baja Peninsula and looking forward to a pos-
sible annual get-together with area classmates 
Larry Bailey, Sturgess Dorrance, Mike Emerson, Pete 
Brown, and Rick Wykoff. “The weather was unsea-
sonably cold this year in Baja,” said Bill, whose 
permanent residence is a 13-acre compound on 
Fox Island with a beach house (www.foxisland-
beachhouse.com), which the Spencers rent out. 
Bill runs Evergreen Nutritionals, a nutritional 
supplement company, from his house, selling 
nutrients wholesale and retail. The Spencers 
have four children and 11 grandchildren

Jack Huber, investment manager and art 
collector in Atlanta, recently shot an amazing 
photo of the steeple of Baker Library through 
the “pastel hues” of the windows of the historic 
United Church of Christ at 40 College Street, 
“gathered” in 1771 by the Rev. Eleazer Wheelock. 
“The waviness of the glass distorts outside im-
ages, creating an aura of modernity,” comments 
Jack. Write him at huber1050@aol.com.
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I regret to report the deaths of Bill Buck, Wheat 
Allen, Carl Fogelberg, and Pete Slavin. 
—Harry Zlokower, 190 Amity St., Brooklyn, NY 
11201; (917) 541-8162; harry@zlokower.com

64 With the College’s 250th anniver-
sary and our 55th reunion this year, 
we should also recognize the 123rd 

anniversary of the Dartmouth Educational Asso-
ciation (DEA). This organization is very much in 
keeping with the spirit of Dartmouth’s founding. 
The DEA is a Massachusetts not-for-profit orga-
nized by eight alumni “to provide a source of loans 
to students at Dartmouth, who for temporary lack 
of funds would otherwise be unable to complete 
their courses.” The loans are interest-free for un-
dergraduate students. Association funds come 
from annual dues, life membership fees, specific 
gifts, interest earned on loans, investments, and 
savings accounts. Twenty-four of our classmates 
have contributed to the association; 22 of us are 
life members. I emailed those still with us to ask 
them why they contribute. Here are comments 
from those who replied.

Kenneth Sagat: “I contributed some time ago 
as a very modest but targeted way of giving back 
since I was fortunate enough to receive financial 
aid from the College—both direct scholarship 
and loans.” 

Jim Harris: “I am a life member of the DEA. 
I did so because I believe in education; after all, 
that is why I went to Dartmouth to begin with. 
Contributing to the association seemed to be a 
way that I could contribute, to help Dartmouth 
accomplish her overarching raison d’etre, and to 
make me feel good about myself.”

Chris Palmer: “For me, my contribution is a 
habit. Dartmouth would not have been possible 
for me without scholarship money. I was grateful 
for the opportunity to attend Dartmouth then, 
and I am happy that I can help others receive that 
same wonderful opportunity today.”

Charles Fewell: “I became a lifetime member 
years ago because I firmly believe that Dartmouth 
transformed my life and in many ways opened the 
world to me. I firmly believe that every student 
who is capable of doing the work should have 
that opportunity.”

Ed Williams: “The DEA struck me as a firmly 
established and well-run volunteer organization 
worthy of support in its efforts to help students 
benefit from being able to attend Dartmouth, 
which did so much for me.” 

Jim Wright: “Susan Wright and I are each 
life members of the DEA. We are pleased to be 
part of this important source of support for our 
students.”

Newell Grant: “The DEA has a longer history 
than the welter of College funding requests, and 
speaks to the tribulations that life can inflict on 
students. Without incessant emails or calls for 
support, its support of students already there 
who have unexpected needs is the heart of help-
ing others.” 

Bob Parkinson: “I went to Dartmouth on a near 
full scholarship made up of scholarship funds, 
loans, and required work in Thayer. It took sev-
eral years to pay off the loan. To me it was the 
right thing for me to do, to provide what I could 

to those going to Dartmouth with financial need 
through the years.” 

I encourage classmates to learn more about 
this worthy organization.

Errata: In my last article the information for 
the two “Eds” was reversed. 
—Harvey Tettlebaum, 56295 Little Moniteau Road, 
California, MO 65018; (573) 761-1107; dartsecy64@
gmail.com

65 One of my references for this column 
is a rapidly decaying copy of the 1965 
Green Book—cover flaking, pages 

sticking, classmates looking oh so young. In my 
research I flipped to the back and realized the 
concept of Facebook has been with us longer 
than the app itself. The last pages have dormi-
tory numbers of many women’s colleges in the 
Northeast. Remember calling those numbers 
hopefully, waiting while a distant voice yelled, 
“Some guy from Dartmouth wants to talk to you”? 
Then, successful in setting the date, remember 
donning a sport coat or Dartmouth green jacket 
(which would usually guarantee a ride when you 
stuck your thumb out), riding to Boston, Mount 
Holyoke, or further afield? Ahh, the optimism of 
it all. Such rumination raises the question: How 
about your experiences, your road trips? Let me 
know for the next column.

Now to the present. The winter months saw 
the expansion of the New York City meeting, well-
attended Hanover breakfasts, a Florida baseball 
game, and a Florida micro-mini. 

Hank Amon reports that a February lunch at 
Café Central included Jim Gerson, Bob Reilert, Jon 
Silbert, Brian Porzak, Dick Shaw, Mark Sheingorn, 
Charlie Strauss, Hank, and Carl Boe. He notes, “We 
went around the table, and each of us described 
what had become of our lives after Dartmouth. A 
stimulating and diverse group in terms of what 
our working and personal lives had involved.”

The Florida micro-mini reunion mentioned 
above included Bob Murphy, Rick Mahoney, Dave 
Bush, Steve Horvath, Bob Ziemian, Mike Zare, and 
Jim Griffiths. Micro-mini group, but macro interest 
and conversation. Closer to home, the Hanover 
Skinny Pancake breakfast is flourishing. March 
meeting included Phil Schaeffer, Hunt Whitacre, 
Dave Hewitt, Peter Frederick, Bob McConnaughey, 
Larry Duffy, Steve Fowler, Mike Bettman, and Mike 
Gonnerman. Good conversation and, of course, 
the pancakes.

Bob Murphy reports that “the first road trip 
for the ’65 club of southwest Florida took place 
March 18 with a group visit to a Detroit Tigers-
Tampa Bay Rays game at the Rays’ spring training 
site in Port Charlotte. We were fortunate that Bill 
Brown was able to arrange group tickets for us. 
This was our first venture outside the friendly 
confines of First Watch Breakfast Restaurant. 
It won’t be the last, as we had a great time. Bill 
coordinated everything through Murphy, and the 
group included George Wittreich, Mahoney, Gon-
nerman, and Sherlyn and Peter Morrissette. Our 
group was enriched by the presence of Jim Beattie 
’76, husband of our former alumni relations VP 
Martha Beattie; Jim pitched for Dartmouth and 
then for nine years for the Yankees and Mariners, 
so we all learned more about real baseball than 

we had collectively known before. A great experi-
ence!” He continues, “Coming up next is our coed 
luncheon at Snook Haven in Venice.” That Florida 
group does get around!

Finally, we note with sadness the January 
passing of Jim Danielson in Wenatchee, Washing-
ton, and George Poland in West Kingston, Rhode 
Island, in February.
—John Rogers, 6051 Laurel Ave., #310, Golden Val-
ley, MN 55416; (763) 568-7501; johnbairdrogers@
comcast.net

66 By unofficial count, about 114 mem-
bers of our class have had children 
attend Dartmouth, about 15 percent 

of our class. Our latest Dartmouth parents are 
Rachael and Bruce Petrie, whose son, Charles, has 
come across the pond from Lincolnshire, England, 
to become a member of Class of 2022. A third-
generation Big Greener (grandfather was James 
Petrie ’33), freshman Charles is already a stalwart 
on the Dartmouth golf team. The Petries have 
twice the incentive to visit the states—Charles’ 
twin, George, is a freshman at Rutgers.

Dr. Gene Nattie has been “fully retired in-
come-wise” since November 2017 but continues 
to help teach at the Dartmouth Medical School 
(cardiovascular and respiratory physiology and 
physiology in the ICU) as well as do admissions 
interviews. “No more research, except as a con-
sultant, so no grants, papers, committees,” Gene 
reports. Wife Candace continues as a school nurse 
at Hanover High School. Gene’s now into reading 
mysteries, golf, gym, walks, and their four (maybe 
five when you read this) grandchildren within a 
three-hour drive.

The popularity of the class’ 66th Night infor-
mal mini-reunions held on or about March 7 each 
year continues to grow. This year 121 classmates 
and more than 70 partners and guests convened 
at a record 26 locations in 21 states, D.C., and 
England. Largest gatherings were in Hanover 
and the San Francisco Bay Area, with three held 
in retirement-friendly Florida. Class treasurer 
Bob Serenbetz managed to attend two celebrations 
(South Carolina and Vero Beach, Florida) and the 
youngest participant was Ben Day’s 19-month-
old grandson, Jonas, possibly class of 2038, in 
Princeton, New Jersey.

Tom Brady and Saleh Jabarin were among 
those who attended 66th Night in Toledo, Ohio. 
Their paths have been linked since graduation. 
Both earned Ph.D.s (Tom in materials science/
polymers from Michigan and Saleh in polymer 
science from UMass) and both were hired by 
Owens-Illinois (O-I), sitting almost back-to-
back in the plastics research and development 
(R&D) center. 

It was the dawn of large-size soda plastic 
packaging. Saleh led the O-I materials develop-
ment project and team, and Tom led the process 
and manufacturing team that developed the tech-
nology for making the first plastic 1- and 2-liter 
carbonated soft drink containers for Coke and 
Pepsi. When glassmaker O-I balked at fully com-
mitting to plastic packaging in the mid-80s, Tom 
left O-I to found Plastic Technologies Inc., which 
for 35 years has been one of the world’s leading 
plastic packaging developers, and Saleh left to 

found the Polymer Institute at the University 
of Toledo, which is now recognized as one of the 
leading plastics R&D institutes in the country.

The indefatigable Chuck Sherman, former 
class webmaster and president, has organized 
66th Night for the past five years and is mov-
ing on. “Dartmouth alumni are bonded to their 
institution more than alumni of other colleges 
and universities,” Chuck observes, “and our class 
has developed a stronger bond than most other 
Dartmouth classes; 66th Night’s success has built 
on that strength. In our retirement years these 
friendships become even more important.”

Chuck also is concluding his two-year term 
as president of the Dartmouth Club of the Upper 
Valley. “With time on my hands,” Chuck predicts, 
“I may just pick blueberries, be a granddaddy, or 
cross some destinations off my bucket list.”
—Larry Geiger, 93 Greenridge Ave., White Plains, 
NY 10605; (914) 860-4945; lgeiger@aol.com

67 One of the great natural events every 
new year is the emergence of ’67s from 
their ice caves and beach huts to raise 

a glass together. On February 2 the well-attended 
36th annual Boston dinner, held at the Wellesley 
College Club, included Curt and Susanne Ander-
son, Wayne Beyer, Larry and Sharleen Bowen, Steve 
and Maureen Cheheyl, John Feltner, Mike and Ei-
leen Gfroerer, Ed and Becky Gray, Chuck Hobbie, 
Ed and Pris Kern, Eric Kinter, John Kornet, Bill and 
Jenny Lamb, Larry and Candy Langford, Dave and 
Mobby Larson, Drew Ley and Carol Searle, John and 
Susan Manaras, Sam and Judy Ostrow, Jim and Ann 
Paull, Tom and Carol Pyles, Jim Rooks, Lee Sillin, 
Bob and Shari Thurer, Mike and Susan Tucker, Bill 
and Susie White, Jeff and Amy Zimmerman. Curt 
Anderson’s keyboard led all in song with a medley 
of Dartmouth favorites plus tunes celebrating 
Buddy Holly and the Big Bopper. 

Soon after Boston comes CarniVail. Jack 
Brock, Steve and Maureen Cheheyl and daugh-
ter Juliet, Dean Ericson, Ed and Pris Kern, John 
and Rosanne Lobitz, John and Jan Meck, James 
“Sandy” Wilson and cousin Nancy Holyoke, and 
George Wood made the ’67s one of the most well-
represented (and best-looking) classes at this 
year’s event. Beginning Thursday evening at the 
Minturn Saloon, the crew ate, drank, laughed, and 
skied their way through a glorious long weekend 
of brilliant sunshine and heavenly snow condi-
tions. CarniVail is one of the largest Dartmouth 
multi-class reunions and is an absolutely fabulous 
time, thanks to organizers Lobitz and Ericson. Go 
to 1967.dartmouth.org for photos.

The annual finale of the winter mini-reunion 
season, the D.C. dinner was held on Saturday, 
March 23. In addition to the dinner this year, a 
special tour of FBI headquarters was conducted 
the day before, thanks to organizers Ed and Becky 
Gray and son William, who works there. Bill Bogar-
dus and Hal Cash, Rob and Sandra Kugler (dinner 
organizers), Bob Burka, John Isaacs, Ed and Becky 
Gray, and Chuck and Young Hobbie spent an hour 
and a half on a fascinating tour of various FBI 
artifacts and exhibits (such as trying to find the 
hidden camera in a room), including the actual 
trailer and bullet-riddled boat in which the FBI 
found the Boston Marathon bomber. The follow-

ing evening the FBI crew were joined by Bruce 
Chasan and Barbara Ellen Stratton, Amy Isaacs, 
Bob and Betsy Davidson, Maria Burka, John Rhead 
and Marilyn Clark, Bill and Teddy Reynolds, Larry 
Leiken, and Tom and Lynn Brudenell for dinner at 
the Bistro Bistro. Sam Ostrow called in to provide 
presidential remarks and Jennifer Hardy (Dart-
mouth College Fund) gave an update on upcoming 
college events.

While we’re talking about mini-reunions, 
keep your calendars clear for the Princeton game, 
November 9 at Yankee Stadium: There are big 
plans in the works, so stay tuned!

Finally, it’s on a sad note that I report the 
recent loss of classmates Bruce Smith, Dave Sides, 
and Jeff Hills. Their obituaries will appear later. 
—Larry Langford, P.O. Box 71, Buckland, MA 01339; 
larrylangford@mac.com

68 The house of Gerry Hills on the Big Is-
land of Hawaii is now buried under 
40 feet of lava. Gerry and his family 

were awakened at 1:30 one morning in May 2018 
by flashing blue lights, sirens, and loud speak-
ers demanding they evacuate immediately. Lava 
from the Kilauea volcano, which had been oozing 
toward the ocean, shifted course and headed to-
ward Kapoho, which was wiped out June 4. With 
the help of insurance, Gerry is building a bamboo 
house in the little coastal community of Hawaiian 
Beaches, a subdivision of Pahoa.

Dikkon Eberhart of Roanoke, Virginia, vol-
unteers with Kairos Prison Ministry Project of 
Virginia. Twice a year Dikkon and other men go 
to a prison for a four-day session as witness to 
their Christian ministry. Seven tables of three 
volunteers and six prisoners listen to presenta-
tions about personal choices and Jesus Christ and 
then discuss their personal failings. This culmi-
nates in a forgiveness ceremony. “It’s a remarkable 
experience,” says Dikkon. “You sit there with a 
guy who is a double murderer, and you become 
spiritual brothers. Volunteers return monthly 
for a day bringing fresh baked cookies to share: 
‘Jesus cookies’ as these popular treats are known.”

Austin de Besche of Arlington, Massachusetts, 
has spent more than 40 years in motion pictures. 
He worked as director of photography for The 
Year We Thought About Love, a 68-minute docu-
mentary celebrating the powerful work of a young 
Boston LGBTQ troupe. Austin also filmed John 
Sayles’ landmark film, The Return of the Secaucus 
Seven. And he filmed Postcards from Buster, a 
Boston PBS series. 

In the early 1990s Michel Zaleski went to Caba-
rete on the north coast of the Dominican Repub-
lic to windsurf. He fell in love with it and built a 
home. Then, deciding to do something about the 
poverty and lack of educational opportunities in 
the region, he founded the Dream Project (www.
dominicandream.org), an education and mentor-
ing project that thrives today with a paid staff of 
100 and schools in 27 communities serving more 
than 9,000 children and youth. Projects range 
from child-rearing classes for young parents, 
Montessori schools, afterschool and at-risk youth 
programs, summer schools and camps, libraries, 
computer labs, vocational training, and one of the 
only Bachata music schools in Latin America. 

Dream is constantly adding programs: It is now 
building and equipping a machinist school. “It 
has succeeded beyond my wildest dreams,” says 
Michel, who lives in New York City.

Tom Stonecipher of Bozeman, Montana, has 
agreed to be our class representative on the Alum-
ni Council. “I see this as being a conduit between 
the College and the class,” says Tom. “Our class is 
not shy,” he observes. The Alumni Council meets 
twice a year and is a forum for discussing issues 
facing Dartmouth. Tom replaces Hugh Boss, who 
has been our councilor for the past three years. 

Class president David Peck urges you to sup-
port the Dartmouth College Fund and the Col-
lege’s Call to Lead campaign.
—Dick Olson, 1021 Nottingham Road, Grosse Pointe 
Park, MI 48230; rwolson68@gmail.com

69 By the time you read this column, our 
50th reunion will be history and you 
will be hearing tales of the wonderful 

time had by all the attendees. I am sorry if you did 
not attend, as everyone there would have liked the 
opportunity to re-engage with you.

Your new class secretary, who will be replac-
ing me after 15 years at this position, will join me 
to write as comprehensive a report on the reunion 
as possible for the column you will receive in the 
September/October issue of DAM. That issue 
should arrive in your mailbox in August.

All of us, whether attending the reunion or 
not, have received “The Book,” which many of 
your classmates have spent hundreds of hours 
preparing. For the final time, I will thank and con-
gratulate the three men who did the most to make 
this reunion book a reality: David Prentice, Dudley 
Kay, and Henry Allen. Their nonstop efforts for the 
12 months prior to its submission to the printer 
made this beautiful anthology happen. Of course, 
there were many more participants, among them, 
all of us who contributed to the content, and they 
deserve our gratitude as well.

Some of the noteworthy activities we will 
have experienced include a multi-faith, multi-
cultural baccalaureate service, where our own Jim 
Kenney is the keynote speaker. Another featured 
speaker is Yo-Yo Ma, the Grammy Award-winning 
cellist who will deliver our main Commence-
ment address. He will also receive an honorary 
degree from the College. Another recipient of an 
honorary degree in recognition of his lifetime of 
achievements and contributions to the College is 
Richard “Sandy” Alderson. Sandy has also been a 
great supporter of our class, serving as president 
prior to John Mathias and providing multiple mini-
reunion opportunities at New York Mets base-
ball games. His generosity to the class is greatly 
appreciated.

Life continues beyond the reunion, as Bill 
Coulson has published a history article in the June 
edition of World War II Magazine describing his 
hike up the Galloping Horse Ridge battlefield on 
Guadalcanal. Bill provides a view of the land 
today, which is not much different from WW II 
days, and recounts the history of the battles that 
ensued there.

Sadly, we must report that Jim Willis passed 
away in May of last year. We also lost Kent Sargent 
and Bob McNair Jr. in March and April of this year. 
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Obituaries will be on our class website.
I truly enjoyed being your secretary and am 

very pleased that, following in the tradition of 
predecessor Rick Willets, I provided every column 
required for the 15 years I have served. This is my 
89th column, and my final effort will be the one 
describing the actual events of our 50th reunion. 
My thanks to all of you who contributed your sto-
ries during the past 15 years.

Please continue to send information about 
your trials and travels to Allen Denison for the 
newsletter, Peter Elias for the website, and your 
new secretary.
—Steve Larson, 837 Wildcat Trail, 10328 Big Canoe, 
Big Canoe, GA 30143; (360) 770-4388; wheat69@
outlook.com

70 April showers may bring May spring 
flowers, but they haven’t brought a 
single communication from any of our 

classmates. With our 50th reunion only a year 
out when you see this column, I’m sure someone 
must have thoughts, reflections, or comments on 
life in general or your experiences since leaving 
the Hanover plain.

Our reunion committee is working hard to 
create a memorable event for all of you who may 
be able to attend our reunion, which will include 
marching with the class of 2020. By now you will 
have received the “Save the Date” postcard in the 
mail with instructions to visit the reunion book 
website at dartmouth70.org. Another great video 
creation, At the Hop, from John Lugar was also sent 
out not long ago by email. Sadly, our email open 
rate is below 25 percent, so roughly three-quarters 
of you may miss out on reunion-related and other 
information regarding our class activities. Please 
make sure we have your current email address 
and then check your spam and junk mail filters. 

Welcome Duncan Wood, our new class trea-
surer. Duncan has agreed to take the place of the 
late David Noyes, who served this class for as long 
as most of us can remember. Duncan has big shoes 
to fill, but has already stepped up to the plate.

We are planning a mini-reunion at Yankee 
Stadium on November 9 for the Princeton vs. 
Dartmouth game. Tickets for the class of 1970 
seating are in Section 210, rows 2 through 7. Call 
the Dartmouth ticket office to claim them while 
they last. More details will be posted on our class 
website at 1970.dartmouth.org.

Belated news arrived recently reporting that 
Peter W. Birkett passed in December of 2018. Pe-
ter was an attorney in Palm Beach, Florida, who 
loved hiking in upstate New York and traveling 
the world. He was an avid reader. 

Save the date of our 50th reunion on June 11-
16, 2020. If you have recently retired or changed 
your email or contact information, please update 
the alumni directory at dartgo.org/update. Let us 
know what is going on in your world.
—Gary Miller, 7 East Hill Road, Canton, CT 06019; 
garettmiller@mac.com

71 Give a rouse to Jim and Yola Rager for 
hosting a stupendous Naples, Florida, 
mini-reunion that attracted a record 

turnout of 55 people, including 23 classmates 
and their spouses and guests. Everyone enjoyed 

perfect spring weather and well-planned activi-
ties. Attendees included Peter and Marsha Pratt, 
Michael Maynard, Mickey Stuart, George Jacoby, 
Bob and Olga Kelcourse, Tony and Julie FitzPatrick, 
Frank and Georgine Anton, Jack and Diane Burnett, 
David and Susanne Edson, Ted and Betsy Eismeier, 
Bob and Lisa Lider, Allan and Laura Goodloe, John 
and Debra Hanley, Chris Kirk, Jeff and Judy McElnea, 
Gerry and Anne Nielsten, Jerry and Marguerite 
O’Brien, Tom and Susan Pugh, Janet Rosa, Martha 
Shanahan, Sarah Mater, Paula Sinclair, Richard 
and Liz Wooster, and Bernie and Holly Wysocki. A 
buffet dinner at Jerry and Marguerite O’Brien’s 
beautiful home at Lely Resort opened the mini-
reunion festivities on Thursday evening. During 
the day on Friday and Saturday, classmates and 
guests enjoyed participating in a number of ac-
tivities, including boating on Jim Rager’s Island 
Dreamer, fishing, golf in Bonita Springs at Tony 
FitzPatrick’s club, golf in Naples at Bob Lider’s 
Treviso Bay Tournament Players Club (TPC) 
course, and golf at the Ragers’ Naples Country 
Club. The Ragers hosted a Friday night buffet at 
their lovely home in North Naples. Peter Pratt 
thanked the Ragers for their tireless efforts in 
planning the mini-reunion and presented them 
with an original Winter Carnival poster from 
our undergraduate days. Jim Rager hosted a 
special dinner at his Hamilton Harbour Yacht 
Club on Saturday evening. Attendees were con-
vulsed with laughter by David Edson’s award 
presentation of the “Order of the Golden Crab” 
to Jim Rager.

After the attendees recovered from David’s 
standup comedy, Jim Rager honored Ted and 
Betsy Eismeier for their contributions to our 
class. Ted is our Alumni Council representative, 
webmaster, and prolific contributor to our group 
Facebook page. Saturday dinner concluded with 
a special dessert, a 70th birthday cake. Photos 
of the Naples mini-reunion are included in my 
expanded class note that’s posted in our class 
website, 71.dartmouth.org. Bernie Wysocki is 
also devoting extended pictorial coverage of the 
Naples mini-reunion in his next class newsletter. 
This year’s Multiple Sclerosis (MS) walk in Bos-
ton took place on a balmy spring day. Once again, 
Team Zrike was a top fundraising team and set an 
all-time team record with $28,000 in donations. 
A substantial portion of the donations came from 
Steve Zrike’s classmates. Steve is deeply grateful 
for the continuing generosity of his classmates 
in supporting MS research. Pete Webster and Bob 
and Lisa Lider participated with Steve and his 
wife, Sara, and numerous members of Steve’s 
family and friends. Steve was honored by the 
MS Society for raising $250,000 in contributions 
during the past 19 years. He was also commended 
for being the largest individual Boston MS Walk 
fundraiser ($16,000) this year. The MS Society 
treated Team Zrike to a wonderful lunch after 
the walk.
—Bob Lider, 9225 Veneto Place, Naples, FL 34113; 
liderbob@yahoo.com

72 Let’s start with some good news about 
our classmate A. Roger Ekirch. Roger is 
a history professor at Virginia Tech, 

and its board of visitors has just announced that 

Roger has been appointed a “university distin-
guished professor,” which is Tech’s preeminent 
faculty rank! The appointment is well deserved. 
Roger is “an award-winning author whose books 
have been translated into eight languages,” and he 
“has achieved international acclaim both within 
and outside the academy. His extensive body of 
research has included the surprising discovery, 
captured in At Day’s Close: Night in Times Past, 
that the dominant sleep pattern in Western 
societies was, until the Industrial Revolution, 
segmented into two parts. The two intervals 
were bridged by an hour or more of wakefulness 
shortly past midnight, during which people did 
‘anything and everything imaginable,’ from recit-
ing prayers to pilfering a neighbor’s chickens.”

For sleep scientists this revelation provides 
insights into modern sleep disorders. According 
to Charles Czeisler, director of Harvard Medi-
cal School’s division of sleep medicine, “Pro-
fessor Ekirch has made a major contribution to 
both the history and our scientific understanding 
of sleep. His findings have led to changes in the 
practice of sleep disorders medicine, particularly 
for patients with middle-of-the-night insom-
nia—quite a feat for a historian.” Congratulations, 
Roger! Well done.  

Sadly, I have to report the deaths of several 
classmates. Our dear classmate and former news-
letter editor and executive committee member 
John “Rocky” Rockwell has passed away. As Greg 
Yadley put it, “Rocky had a huge heart and the 
most optimistic outlook imaginable. He will be 
missed, so we should all celebrate him with a craft 
beer and some oldies tonight.” Bill Schur remem-
bers that “Rocky programmed the ‘oldies’ music 
for several of our reunions and offered the con-
tents to all classmates at no charge for later enjoy-
ment. He always admired the accomplishments 
of our classmates, while he struggled with his 
own media business. His efforts were hindered 
by ill health, but he carried on courageously.”

Wes Streeter died last November in Winona, 
Minnesota. Although Wes did not finish his col-
lege career at Dartmouth, he is fondly remem-
bered by his classmates. I received a note from 
Mark Stitham, who was in Lord Hall with Wes 
freshman year, and Mark remembers Wes as 
“quite a character.” Wes went on to get a degree 
from St. Mary’s College in 1979 in English lit-
erature. He was an avid reader all his life and 
loved music. Mark remembers that Wes turned 
him on to Gordon Lightfoot and the Mothers of 
Invention! 

The College has also reported the passing 
of Thomas D. Bullen and Richard H. German. I don’t 
have any additional information on the circum-
stances but hope to have more details in the next 
column. Our heartfelt condolences go out to the 
families and friends of all those classmates who 
have died. 

Finally, on a personal note, Conni and I are 
moving to Franklin, Tennessee, next month! We 
are looking forward to more moderate tempera-
tures, more favorable taxes, and great country 
music!,

Be well!
—David Hetzel, 5 Chestnut St., Windham, NH 
03087; dghetzel@gmail.com

73 Many of us were just in Hanover!
Info gleaned at reunion will ap-

pear in the next issue, due to column 
timing. 

A few classmates unable to attend reunion 
sent messages. The Paris Air Show presented a 
conflict for Jennifer Parser, who was a member of 
the North Carolina Department of Commerce 
delegation, since there is a large aviation-related 
industry in North Carolina; thanks, Wright Broth-
ers! “Wishing you all the best, please extend my 
greetings to those who are there.”

Tom Parker sent word: “Regretfully, I will not 
make our class reunion. I have been elected chief 
justice of the Alabama Supreme Court and have 
just started my six-year term. I have my confer-
ence with all of my judges in the state at that time, 
so I am going to have to join all our classmates at 
the following reunion.” Tom was sworn in as chief 
justice in January, after serving as an associate 
justice since 2005. In his career Tom has served 
as the deputy administrative director of courts, 
general counsel for the trial courts, director of the 
Alabama Judicial College Alabama Administra-
tive Office of Courts, and state assistant attorney 
general, and he is the founding executive director 
of the Alabama Family Alliance, now the Alabama 
Policy Institute, a conservative think tank.

Also unable to participate, Trevor Rees-Jones, 
who along with his wife, Jan, established the pri-
vate Rees-Jones Foundation in 2006 that works 
with nonprofit organizations primarily in north 
Texas to defend the welfare of children suffer-
ing from abuse or neglect, afford relief to those 
facing mental health challenges, provide youth 
with opportunities for enrichment and charac-
ter development, encourage healthy families and 
communities, enhance the lives of those deal-
ing with disabilities, and promote the humane 
treatment of companion animals. The foundation 
also selectively supports U.S.-based international 
projects, such as CURE Clubfoot Ethiopia, which 
provides treatment for infants and toddlers with 
clubfoot throughout Ethiopia. A chance meeting 
occurred between Trevor and Thad King, who was 
on a bike excursion with a group of friends. “A 
real coincidence, running into Thad in a place in 
northern Ethiopia that’s about as remote a place 
in the world as you can find! Thad was a good 
friend at Dartmouth, it was great to see him! But, 
wow, what an unbelievable circumstance to run 
into anyone you know in KorKor, northern Ethio-
pia!” As our alma mater notes, ’round the girdled 
earth they roam.

Handbook of Strategic 360 Feedback, coedited 
by Dave Bracken, professor of graduate studies at 
Keiser University and principal at DWBracken 
& Associates in Atlanta, was published recently 
and is a definitive work on strategic 360 feedback. 
This approach to performance management is 
characterized by having content derived from 
the organization’s strategy and values, creating 
data sufficiently reliable and valid to be used for 
decision-making, integration with talent man-
agement and development systems, and being 
inclusive of all candidates for assessment.

Still time to contribute to the Alumni Fund to 
help the class reach its 50-percent participation 
goal. Any amount gratefully accepted.

—Val Armento, 227 Sylvan Ave., San Mateo, CA 
94403; valerie.j.armento.73@dartmouth.edu

74 In 2016 Doug Peabody cofounded a 
life sciences company, Ceracuity Inc., 
with Dr. John Hardy, a leading neuro-

geneticist and a molecular biologist with the Taub 
Brain Institute at Columbia University Medical 
Center in New York City. They are developing 
small-molecule, brain-penetrable drugs targeting 
aspects of the cellular clearance mechanisms in 
brain cells that clear misfolded proteins, notably 
Tau, that are implicated in neurodegenerative 
diseases. They have raised seed funding, but more 
is needed for drug development. Steve Dietz is 
helping with the project. Doug and his wife, An-
nick Cooper ’75, became empty-nesters this year 
when their son, James, headed off to Cornell. Doug 
and Annick live on Cape Cod, Massachusetts, 
most of the time, but they have an apartment in 
New York City, where daughter Christina (Rhode 
Island School of Design ’15) and son Nick (Princ-
eton ’18) live. Christina works at Bridgewater 
Associates and Nick is with the Jeffries Group. 
Daughter Olivia (University of Virginia ’19) is 
studying in France and Italy this year. Oldest 
daughter Alexandra “Alix” ’12 is a founder and 
the chief executive officer of Bev, a woman-run 
company selling canned California rosé wine. 
The company recently received funding from a 
group led by Founder Funds.

After almost 40 years and more than 8,000 
surgeries Andy Wechsler has retired from surgical 
practice and his position as chief of plastic sur-
gery at Kaiser Permanente in Los Angeles. About 
half of his practice was pediatric craniofacial and 
maxillofacial surgery, operating on children with 
congenital deformities and posttraumatic facial 
restoration. Andy continues to teach residents 
at the University of Southern California in Los 
Angeles, where he is a clinical professor of plastic 
surgery. Andy’s passion during the last 25 years 
has been leading volunteer surgical teams to 
low-resource countries, primarily teaching lo-
cal surgeons and performing surgery on children 
with facial deformities. He has worked in Africa, 
South and Central America, and Asia. Now that 
he is retired, Andy is able to spend more time on 
this work in some of the world’s neediest places. 
He founded a 501(c)(3) organization, Surgiwex, to 
bring surgical training and instruments to coun-
tries in need. While working recently in Nepal, 
Andy and his wife, Geri, avid hikers, went on the 
spectacular Annapurna base camp trek. Geri is a 
pediatric neuropsychologist who runs the autism 
clinic at Kaiser Permanente in Los Angeles. Andy 
and Geri live in Pacific Palisades, California. They 
have two daughters. Becca earned an advanced 
degree in international affairs and security stud-
ies at Columbia and has served as an advisor to 
cabinet secretaries, United Nations ambassador 
Samantha Power, and Sen. Amy Klobuchar. Sarah 
was a varsity gymnast at the University of Penn-
sylvania, earned her physician assistant degree 
from the Emory University School of Medicine 
in Atlanta, and currently works in the emergency 
room of a large hospital in the Los Angeles area.

Please contribute to the Dartmouth Fund 
by June 30.

Be safe and send news.
—Rick Sample, Retreat Farm, 1137 Manakin Road, 
Manakin Sabot, VA 23103; samplejr@msn.com

75 So I got my dates a little messed up as 
I had thought I had already written 
my last Class Notes before reunion. 

If you read this column every other month, you 
will know that I wrote a column thinking it would 
be the last one to appear before our Reunion and 
I almost whiffed on submitting any notes. If you 
don’t read this column every month, shame on 
you. Now I have submitted two more since then. 
I guess I am approaching senility.

This just in from the Lacrosse (Wisconsin) 
Tribune, “In a rebuke to Republican legislators, a 
Dane County judge on Thursday blocked enforce-
ment of laws enacted in December that curtailed 
the powers of the incoming Democratic governor 
and attorney general.” The ruling was handed 
down by, none other than, the Hon. Richard Niess. 
No one is safe from our polarized politics. Actu-
ally, Dave Robertson put me onto this story on our 
Facebook page. Thank goodness our classmate 
was clear-headed. As a lifelong Badger, Rob Mane-
gold stated, “We have to accept the majority, even 
if we don’t always agree.” Rob, how sensible and 
out of touch with recent events you are! Bullying 
seems to be the order of the day.

On a lighter note, David Dunbar checked in 
from the Left Coast. His life is getting a late turbo 
charge. In his words, “Wrapped up a two-year gig 
with a Silicon Valley digital publishing startup in 
August; getting back in the editing saddle now, 
but with business clients, not publishing ones. 
I am getting married June 1 to Alison Brower, 
former New Yorker, No. 2 at The Hollywood Re-
porter. Small backyard ceremony in L.A., then off 
to Scotland for a honeymoon, so won’t see you 
at reunions this time, alas. Hope you guys have 
a great time.” Whew; and then he took a breath. 
We will miss you, David; safe travels.

Finally, from my new native land, the great 
state of Texas; I recently dropped by the state 
capitol to visit the Hon. State Sen. Kel Seliger. Not 
much has changed with that man. He is still the 
same gregarious fellow I knew in 1975, and he 
is still doing things his way. I am pleased to say 
that he is a man who follows his own heart and 
periodically bucks the establishment to do what 
he believes is right. So, hats off to Rick and Kel, 
making Dartmouth proud.

Now, off to reunion.
Vox clamantis in Tejas.

—Stephen D. Gray, 3627 Avenue M, Galveston, TX 
77550; (650) 302-8739; fratergray@gmail.com

76 Responses continue to pour in for our 
Southwest “major mini-reunion” led 
by Jim Beattie in incredible Santa Fe, 

New Mexico, the weekend of September 6-8. Jim 
reports that many plan to come early, stay late, 
or both. We’ll celebrate our 65th birthdays at a 
special Saturday night dinner, the 250th day of 
the 250th year of Dartmouth College. If you’re not 
registered in our class block at La Posada Hotel, 
reunion headquarters, be sure to email Jim your 
plans to attend at jbeattie45@gmail.com. He 
needs a head count for the dinner asap and wants 
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to be able to reach you with all the fun activities 
planned throughout the weekend, including golf 
with Andy Shaw, cycling with Rick Hill, guided city 
tour coordinated by Naomi Baline Kleinman, shop-
ping, walks, hikes, and early morning farmer’s 
market. You’ll be greeted by bear-huggers Carolyn 
Allenby, Martha Beattie, Jamie Bergford, Cathy Joyce 
Brennan, Jack Brennan, Kathy DeGioia Eastwood, 
Inky Ford, Nancy Steward Freidl, Bob Freidl, Amanda 
Green, Donna Humphrey, Joe Jasinski, Andrea Lewis, 
Julie Miner, Tom Souza, Annie Stockmar Upton, Steffi 
Valar, Randy White, and me! Others planning to at-
tend are Sharon Ali, Viola Allen, Chris Davis, Brewer 
Doran, Amy Gillenson, Deborah Hope, Debby Hum-
phrey, Jody Karp, Gretchen Kent Kerr, Bob Lee, Jeff 
Long, Dave Magnus, Gary Love, Steve Melikian, Jim 
Naylor, Dave Robbins, Ken Wright, Lynne Brooks, Bill 
Saubert, Melanie Renchner, and Rick Zimmerman. For 
the ever-growing list of attendees, check 1976.
dartmouth.org, our class website, or email Jim 
Beattie. In other news, we congratulate Kim Stag-
gers Blanchard, this year’s honoree at the American 
Indian College Fund’s 30th anniversary celebra-
tion in New York City. A renowned lawyer, Kim 
was cited for her commitment to the education 
of American Indian students through her nine 
years as a trustee, her funding of scholarships 
for nearly 500 students, and her support of tribal 
college and university faculty. We also want to 
recognize David Shribman, former executive editor 
of the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, and his associ-
ates, this year’s recipients of the Pulitzer Prize 
for their compassionate, in-depth reporting of the 
shooting at Tree of Life Synagogue, three blocks 
from David’s home. David led the team and set 
the tone for the paper’s deeply moving coverage, 
which included running the Jewish mourner’s 
prayer in Hebrew across the banner. David, who 
won his first Pulitzer Prize in 1995 for his body 
of work for The Boston Globe, is coeditor of a new 
book on the college, Dartmouth Undying, and 
plans to move to Montreal this summer to teach 
at McGill University. We mourn the passing of 
our classmate Edna Darden, star of her Richmond, 
California, high school class and a pioneering fe-
male statistics major at Dartmouth. After a short 
stint as an actuarial, she pursued her passion for 
books and politics, managing a bookstore in At-
lanta and campaigning avidly and articulately for 
her favorite candidates. Her generous spirit and 
wide-reaching embrace of humanity continue 
to inspire. 
—Sara Hoagland Hunter, 72 Mount Vernon St., Unit 
4B, Boston, MA 02108; sarahunter76@gmail.com

77 The class has commissioned a song, 
“The Lone Pine Prayer,” in celebra-
tion of the 250th anniversary of the 

founding of Dartmouth College. Composed by 
Will Raymer ’09, the song evokes Dartmouth’s 
sense of place in the form of a benediction for all 
children of Dartmouth. The Decibelles and the 
Aires, Dartmouth’s original a cappella groups, 
performed the premier at 5:45 p.m. on May 16 
at the opening session of the Alumni Council in 
Hanover. A video of the performance was posted 
on our Facebook page.

Aimee Kent Ballantyne received an award from 
her hometown of Wilton Manors, Florida, for a 

community quilt. It was created with fabric res-
cued from discards and brought to Aimee’s home 
by generous, caring, and eco-conscious friends. 
The fabric was given a new life by reassembly 
into a practical, reusable, warmth-giving heirloom 
quilt sewn in the great New England tradition of 
the quilting bee. By banding together and using 
every scrap of available fabric, American colo-
nists survived the harsh New England winters. 
Today, the community quilt demonstrates again 
what a community can accomplish when it works 
together. Aimee is the CEO of Friends in Stitches 
Recovery Bee LLC. 

We have belatedly learned that Rodney L. Cub-
bie died at home of cancer in 2016. He was active 
in the Black Alumni of Dartmouth Association, 
which celebrates the diversity of the black experi-
ence at Dartmouth and the achievements of black 
alumni near and far. Rodney was a longtime pros-
ecutor who eventually became a defense attorney. 
Colleagues admired him as “a force of nature in 
the courtroom.”

Twenty-five classmates gathered in New 
York City for the 77th Day of the Year celebra-
tion. Ted Wingate came down from Newfields, New 
Hampshire, to join the festivities. He and Kathy 
Phillips had a great visit. Kathy thinks they are the 
only two psychiatrists in the class. (If you know of 
another, please let us know.) Ted practices child 
and adolescent psychiatry in a community mental 
health center. “The work remains quite consum-
ing; social media and electronic gaming present 
new challenges for this age group.” Ted is trying 
to cut back his hours, but finds that the demand 
keeps growing. Meanwhile, his wife, Gabriele, 
is introducing him to birdwatching. It would be 
great to gather 77 classmates at this event next 
year, when the 77th Day falls on a green day—St. 
Patrick’s Day. Start planning now; classmates 
would love to see you. 
—Robin Gosnell, 31 Elm Lane, Princeton, NJ 08540; 
robins.nest@icloud.com; Eric Edmondson, Signal 
Hill Capital LLC, 425 California St., Suite 19, San 
Francisco, CA 94104; eweedmondson@gmail.com; 
Drew Kintzinger, 2400 M St. NW, Apt. 914, Wash-
ington, DC 20037; akintzinger@hunton.com

78 There was no shortage of replies when 
I asked classmates about their favorite 
off-campus hangouts. 

Top vote-getter: Peter Christian’s. The car-
rot cake clinched it for Neil McCarthy and Barnaby 
Levin. “The closest thing we had to the Oxford Ale 
House in Cambridge, Massachusetts,” said John 
Hugo. The best reason to remember PC’s with 
love came from Dee Flint: “Wooed my girlfriend, 
who later married me, over the cheese-and-bread 
board and dark beer.” So Libby Flint presumably 
has fond memories as well.

The Talley House in White River Junction, 
Vermont, was a close runner-up. David Master liked 
that “you could stretch a cup of coffee for hours 
without getting kicked out.” But it wasn’t the cof-
fee that elicited the most comments. “Nothing like 
chili and a Moonlight—a.k.a. chili from Millie—at 
4 a.m. Saturday to set the stage for pre-football 
Kappa Sigma burgers and beer,” wrote Rick Spier. 
“Where else could you get a chili Moonlight at 
3:30 in the morning served by the Lizard Lady 

and sitting among Count Basie and his orchestra?” 
asked Rich Lougee. “Most of the details of these 
little side trips are not crystal clear,” admitted 
Jim Lattin. “For the record, I no longer eat my chili 
with mayo, no matter how much beer I’ve had.”

Joseph Sullivan favored the A&W: “Was it 
Mondays you could get hamburgers and hotdogs, 
five for a buck?” Walter Malmquist mentioned the 
Village Green. Jan-Michele Lemon Kearney fre-
quented the Pizza Hut in White River Junction. 
“It felt like going to a five-star restaurant!” Paula 
Mcleod couldn’t quite remember the name of her 
favorite: “That restaurant on the side street with 
the extremely laidback (stoner) staff.” She asked 
if it might have been Hal’s. Anyone recall?

Top outdoor haunt was the Union Village 
Dam in Thetford, Vermont. “Nothing quite like 
skinny-dipping in Vermont on a hot summer’s 
day,” said Helen Lukash. That might explain why 
Michael Whitcomb says he “studied” for hours 
on end there. Other blue sky faves: The Skiway 
(Melinda Kassen), the sailing team boathouse (Isa 
McNamara), and Franconia Notch (John Larson). 
Sharon Lee Cowan fondly recalled a wooded area 
about half a mile from Hanover: “The water flowed 
over huge rocks, so you could sort of body-raft 
downstream.”

Last word on this topic goes to Gary Sobel-
son, who voted for the White River Junction bus 
station, “ ’cause a trip to there meant that my 
hometown honey, Carol, now wife of 40 years, 
was arriving in town. Of course, the Thursday or 
Friday trip was way more exciting than Sunday.”

In other news, a shout-out to Geoff Crew for 
his work on the Event Horizon Telescope team 
that recently came up with the first pictures of a 
black hole. Well done!

I recently received word that Doug Kubach 
passed away last summer. Condolences to his 
wife, Suzanne, and their three children. Accord-
ing to Doug’s obituary in the Minneapolis Star 
Tribune, “His life’s work was improving education 
through innovations in technology and assess-
ment.” It also mentioned that he hated the word 
“whilst!” Farewell, Doug. 
—Rick Beyer, 1305 S. Michigan Ave., #1104, Chi-
cago, IL 60605; rickbeyer78@gmail.com

79 When this issue of DAM arrives in 
your mailboxes, we’ll be T-minus one 
year or less until our June 17-21, 2020, 

40th-41st reunion. We look forward to celebrating 
this milestone with you and sharing memories of 
all those we have lost through the years, including 
beloved classmates Michelle Chimene, Mark Con-
nolly, and Stephen Kovach most recently.

Now it’s time to schmooze, so please enjoy 
this ’79 news, starting with the following share 
from Ed Miller: “Upon turning 62 this spring I 
realized that I made three pivotal decisions 15 
years ago that have made this chapter of my life 
incredibly rich and rewarding. The most signifi-
cant one is that my now husband, Dale Singleton, 
and I decided to move in together and built our 
current home in Chicago. That fall I completed 
my leadership coaching professional certification 
and started working at my graduate school alma 
mater, the University of Chicago Booth School 
of Business, where I’m coaching and teaching 

leadership skills to M.B.A.s, alumni, and other 
executives to this day.”

Reporting from decidedly warmer climes, 
Stan Sack writes: “I have essentially retired from 
pediatric practice and am working on forging a 
mini-career in freelance medical writing and, I 
hope eventually, consulting in medical commu-
nications. Among my writing projects is a local 
newspaper column titled ‘The Barefoot Doctor.’ 
My husband, David Traini, is retired from hospital 
administration and currently employed at Hyatt. 
We are still loving our life in Key West, Florida, 
and hope to stay indefinitely.”

Apologies to Pat Crowell, whose news has been 
stewing in the Class Notes queue for 12 months. 
Pat writes: “With senior-in-laws living nearby, a 
son living upstairs, and a daughter, son-in-law, 
and various siblings and other in-laws also in 
the area, life is a family affair for us. I ride a bike, 
run, lift, and scull a boat for fun. With my first 
medical procedure of note behind me, it appears 
I’ve entered the period when we talk more about 
our ailments than our activities!”

Apologies to Bob Keefer as well, who kindly 
responded to our birthday greeting last Novem-
ber: “I celebrated my 62nd birthday by running 
in the Nebraska Beer & Bagel Run. It was a bit 
more than a half marathon on an extremely hilly 
golf course, with wind and a temperature of 18 
degrees at the start. I came in second among men 
in my age group, which made me almost as happy 
as the beer and bagels waiting at the finish line. 
I’m still working as a parish pastor, although since 
my wife’s retirement I’ve thought about retiring. 
Mostly I still feel the calling to serve the church, 
and financially it would help if I worked until 65, 
at least; so I’m hanging in there. We recently com-
pleted a huge renovation and construction project 
and are energized for planning for the future.”
—Stanley Weil, 15 Peck Road, Mt. Kisco, NY 10549; 
(917) 428-0852; stanno79@gmail.com; John Cur-
rier, 82 Carpenter St., Norwich, VT 05055; (802) 
649-2577; john.h.currier@dartmouth.edu

80 Jeff Kuhn arrived at Dartmouth from 
New Trier East. Ben Zuraw and Todd 
Young were high school classmates. 

He roomed with Tom Carley on the second floor of 
South Mass, one floor above Tom Veith and Stan 
Smith and one floor below Bruce Collins and Jon 
Snider. At Dartmouth, he majored in economics, 
ran the advertising department of The D, joined 
Phi Delt, and played water polo. After graduation 
Jeff obtained an M.B.A. from Northwestern and 
moved to Dallas to work in commercial real estate.

To say that from here this familiar story gets 
interesting warrants a deafening chorus that be-
gins “Why?” At the ripe age of 31 Jeff suffered 
burns over 80 percent of his body. Doctors told 
his family he had only days, maybe hours, to live. 
Last rites were administered. But as lead plastic 
surgeon Dr. Rohrich describes it, “Not only did he 
survive, he thrived.” Two years, 17 surgeries, and 
countless hours of excruciating treatment, physi-
cal therapy, and never-missed workouts with his 
faithful dog and personal trainer Sparky, he was 
stronger than ever. Then misfortune struck again 
in the form of a rare neuromuscular disease simi-
lar to Lou Gehrig’s in symptomology and pain-

fulness. A second comeback took another two 
brutal years. Please do not pass, but rather go 
directly to Amazon and read Blue Sky Lightning: 
How to Survive and Thrive When Life Blindsides 
You. Jeff passionately explains how to overcome 
adversity and maintain positivity in the face of 
any challenge.

Marty Peterson is now in her second decade 
of cohosting the contemporary radio magazine 
Viewpoints. Each week’s show features interviews 
with guests that have expertise and real-world 
experience regarding current events, social com-
mentary, entertainment and more. The program 
currently airs on over 700 radio stations and can 
be heard in 49 of the top 50 markets. You also can 
hear and see Marty in various voiceovers and 
television and radio commercials. Mark Webb de-
clined comment on whether Marty’s tremendous 
success is encouraging him to make his comeback 
in acting on television and in commercials; those 
of us who remember his work from before Dart-
mouth would love to see it.

Mark your calendars: September 7, the 250th 
day of the year, we are celebrating the College’s 
250th anniversary with 250 miles of hiking. Oc-
tober 11-12 is Homecoming weekend. Before the 
Yale game, we will gather for a tailgate; afterward, 
we will reconvene at the Dartmouth Outing Club 
House for our fourth annual Homecoming din-
ner. October 24 Janine Fate Avner is moderating 
webcast interviews with two classmates who took 
proverbial lesser-traveled paths. Jill Fredston will 
discuss avalanches, mountain safety, rowing in 
the Arctic Circle, and her book Rowing to Lati-
tude. Michael Chu will add range with discussion 
of his 25-year career as tenor in the Leipzig Opera. 
You may view from home or join friends at one of 
several mini-reunions to be held that evening. For 
details regarding these events, and our upcoming 
40th reunion (June 19-21, 2020), please see the 
class website and Facebook pages.
—Rob Daisley, 3201 W. Knights Ave., Tampa, FL 
33611; (813) 300-7954; robdaisley@me.com; Frank 
Fesnak, 242 River Road, Gladwyne, PA 19035; 
(408) 859-9652; ffesnak@gmail.com; Wade Her-
ring, P.O. Box 9848, Savannah, GA 31412, (912) 
944-1639; wherring@huntermaclean.com 

81 Which Dartmouth classmate influ-
enced you the most (either during our 
years at Dartmouth, or in the years 

since we graduated)? The responses to this big 
question literally poured in, demonstrating the 
countless ways we have been touched by our col-
lege peers. Here are a few.

“It would be impossible to name just one. I 
spent four years at Dartmouth trying to emulate 
the best or most interesting qualities of first one 
student, then another, then another, sometimes 
several simultaneously, while all the while trying 
to be myself. Not an easy trick, but no doubt the 
person I am was shaped by that experience,” says 
Steven Sullivan. I am sure many of us can relate to 
this sentiment.

Anne Putney Swire writes “Ann Smolowe—I 
had never met anyone who was as fearless and 
adventuresome as Ann. Prior to coming to col-
lege she had taken a year off to live on a kibbutz 
in Israel. I had never heard of a kibbutz. She 

was the youngest sports massage therapist for 
Olympic athletes at the Winter Olympics in Lake 
Placid, New York. I had never heard of a massage 
therapist, let alone seen a massage table, which 
she hauled into our dorm room to give a sports 
massage to one of my athletic roommates. We all 
know that she hiked the Appalachian Trail solo 
in the year after College—that’s pretty fearless—
and she also led outdoor ropes courses for the 
executives that she had met on Wall Street, where 
she was the youngest person to ever work for the 
American Stock Exchange. Ann was always chal-
lenging herself to conquer new heights—learn 
more, do more, explore more. She inspired me 
with her sheer will to live life deeply, fully, and joy-
fully and fearlessly. Polly Duncan Collum—Polly’s 
spirituality is what inspired me, and still does 
today. Polly’s faith manifests in her commitment 
to social justice. She is deeply principled and lives 
out her life in that way—by working on nuclear 
disarmament issues right after college, being a 
political activist, living in an intentional Catholic 
faith community, and becoming a lay minister in 
her Catholic faith. She continues to do outreach 
work, minister to Hispanic parishioners in her 
community, and live a very intentional life. This 
integration—the integrity—of her faith, work, and 
life deeply inspire me.” 

For Jim Pearson, “Creativity is a foundational 
lesson in Hanover.” His big influencers were Sha-
ron Washington and Mark Lotito. “Both were great 
presences on stage at Dartmouth. In later years 
they have excelled as actors and creative forces. 
Sharon’s work has touched our lives in her per-
formances and writing. Mark took some time out 
after a performance of Jersey Boys in New York to 
catch up when my wife, Laurie, and I were in town 
and saw the show.” Sharon and Mark’s examples 
inspired Jim to fund a theater scholarship for kids. 

Please continue to send your news and an-
swers to the big questions series to d.81.news@
gmail.com.
—Veronica Wessels, 224 Buena Vista Road, Rock-
cliffe, ON K1M0V7, Canada; (613) 864-4491; 
vcwessels@rogers.com; Emil Miskovsky, 520 Seneca 
St., Suite 312, Utica, NY 13502; (802) 345-9861; 
emilmiskovsky@gmail.com

82 The Hood Museum has reopened, 
inspiring us to wonder, What reflec-
tions do the ’82 art majors have about 

their undergraduate experiences? Here are their 
reports. Marrin Robinson, a painter and academic 
success coordinator at Arizona State University, 
wrote: “Professor Ashley Bryan was a wonderful 
inspiration, and I’m still in touch with him. He is 
still publishing books at age 90-plus. We write 
regularly, and I’ve visited him on his island in 
Maine a few times! Painting with Jonathan Mar-
vel and Jay Mead in Italy on our art history study 
abroad was great. The camaraderie of all the ’82 
art majors was wonderful. Dartmouth prepared 
me for getting a Fulbright grant to Portugal the 
year after I graduated and propelled me into grad 
school, where I had a full tuition scholarship. I 
started teaching as an art professor right after 
that. Now I’m advising dance and theater stu-
dents at Arizona State University, which is a lot 
of fun. And I have a studio in my home in Sedona 
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[Arizona], where I paint. Would love to see any-
one passing through!” Jim Mott, best known for 
his passion, “the itinerant artist project,” shared: 
“In retrospect I’d have to say the camaraderie 
among the art majors—and, within that, the sense 
of shared, earnest purpose as artists—was the 
most valuable thing about my art experience at 
Dartmouth. It helped to fortify me for the journey 
ahead, which is so often about holding onto faith 
in art’s value as a way to articulate a vital sense 
of meaning while navigating a path between the 
seeming indifference of the public, on the one 
hand, and the ironic indifference of the artworld 
game players on the other.” Leslie Fleming, now 
residing in Hawaii, reminisces: “The Hood was 
built after we left Dartmouth. They were planning 
for it our senior spring. The architectural firm 
was on campus then, and I remember helping 
them do some measurements for their plans. I 
had taken two architecture courses earlier that 
year at Dartmouth and felt quite honored to do 
this. There weren’t too many art majors in our 
class so we were a pretty tight-knit group. My 
favorite class was an advanced painting class 
with Ashley Bryan. We had class in a building 
near the steam plant and were able to paint at all 
hours of the night—unlike at the Hop, where we 
were booted out at midnight. I still think of Ashley 
when I paint now, which is not often enough, as 
I am more likely to be teaching art to elementary 
school students through the Honolulu Museum 
of Art (where I first took art classes as a child!).” 
Carol Davis, our class newsletter editor, wrote: “I 
was an art history major who ended up going to 
law school. Thirty-five years after graduation I 
am training to be a docent at a local museum in 
Hartford, Connecticut, and am very much looking 
forward to (finally) putting my major to use. Can’t 
wait to see the new Hood!”
—Jenny Chandler Hauge, 3506 Idaho Ave., NW, 
Washington, DC 20016; jchandlerhauge@gmail.
com; David Eichman, 9004 Wonderland Ave., Los 
Angeles, CA 90046; dme4law@sbcglobal.net

83 Unbelievably, increasing numbers of 
our classmates are empty-nesters! 
Some are exhaling for the first time 

in years. What does one do when the carpools to 
hockey practice are over and the trips to doctors, 
dentists, and orthodontists have ended? Why not 
trip the light fantastic, like Barbara Thistle Tor-
mondsen, who began ballroom dancing after her 
children left for college? It lifted her spirits, and 
she now dances in competitions throughout the 
United States. Barbara’s favorite dance is the 
foxtrot, which reminds her of her parents danc-
ing to Frank Sinatra. She writes, “I encourage 
anyone thinking of ballroom dancing to give it a 
try, whether it’s to compete or to socialize. Also, 
everyone can dance.”

Now that the nest is empty, the girdled earth 
is easier to roam, according to Rick Watts. Last 
winter he and his wife, Roberta, studied Spanish 
and painting in San Miguel de Allende, a UNESCO 
World Heritage Site in Mexico. Within the United 
States they travel coast to coast in their RV and 
take extended hikes. They ran across Gamma Del-
ta alums last summer while camping in New Eng-
land. As veterans of the entire Camino Frances, 

they logged 12 to 18 miles a day, covering France, 
Spain, and Portugal, and they are now planning a 
trek on the Camino de Santiago to celebrate their 
30th wedding anniversary.

The transition to an empty nest has been an 
adjustment for Eric Valley. He calls it the “Great 
Experiment!” Eric enjoys participating in swim 
meets across the country with fellow Dartmouth 
swimmers, including classmates Martha Gerhan 
and Tom Karb, as well as others who graduated 
in the 1970s and 1980s. Eric wants everyone to 
know he is a far better jazz trombonist than when 
he played with the Barbary Coast.

Some classmates are not empty-nesters but 
so-called boomerang parents. Mark Gorman writes 
that he wishes his nest were empty! Mark’s two 
sons have flown the coop, but his daughter is the 
female version of Matthew McConaughey in Fail-
ure to Launch, although Mark does appreciate 
the end of tuition payments. With more dispos-
able income, Mark and his husband have upped 
their travel game, including a recent trip to Hong 
Kong, Vietnam, Cambodia, Thailand, Singapore, 
and Tokyo.

Earlier this winter Tracey Glenn Pashley and 
her mother-in-law left port from Southampton, 
England, to see the Northern Lights on a Nor-
wegian cruise, a priority on Tracey’s bucket list. 
Back in Los Angeles, Tracey recently became a 
step-grandmother. She writes that it was love at 
first sight; her step-grandson immediately fell 
asleep in her arms, and she can’t wait for their 
future adventures and fun.

When Deborah Hayden’s son left for college, 
she remarried, leaving little time to consider an 
empty nest. And some of our classmates’ profes-
sions make the empty-nest syndrome impossible. 
Jim Ventre was recently named interim head of 
school for the 2019-20 school year at Phillips 
Academy, Andover, Massachusetts, and will con-
tinue as assistant head of school for admission 
and financial aid. Congratulations, Jim!

Please continue to send news and announce-
ments to dart838383mouth@gmail.com.
—Elliot Stultz, 421 West Melrose St., #8A, Chicago, 
IL 60657; elliotstultz@yahoo.com; Shanta Sullivan, 
1541 North Sierra Bonita Ave., Los Angeles, CA 
90046; shantaesullivan@gmail.com

84 It’s summertime and the living is 
easy…well—at least it was during our 
Sophomore Summer! Here are some 

memories of that idyllic time. Richard Ehling re-
members: “I took four classes Sophomore Sum-
mer to allow me two semesters abroad, Mexico 
just before and Florence for art the next spring. It 
was still my most relaxed term, with lots of river 
swimming and biking to waterfalls. The best of it 
was having all my freshmen dorm-mates back in 
Wheeler all at once for a reconnect. This summer 
my husband and I are traveling for the first time in 
almost four years. His immunity is finally recov-
ering after his bone marrow transplant, and we 
intend to lounge by water with friends and family.” 

Laurie Kretchmar writes: “I remember doing 
lots of summery things including running the 
Vermont loop and having a picnic with Susan 
Fernyak in the cemetery in honor of her Bastile 
Day birthday.” Laurie is currently self-employed 

as an editor, PR person, and social media coach. 
Susan earned her M.D. at Dartmouth and is now 
chief medical officer at the county hospital, San 
Mateo (California) Medical Center.  

Rich Boroff remembers, “I didn’t spend my 
Sophomore Summer on campus—I missed hang-
ing out with most of the ’84s. Instead I spent my 
junior summer on campus, and I still remember 
the tornado that ruined a cookout at Sig Ep. It 
touched down on the golf course; we only saw 
black out of the window at 2 p.m. Guess I picked 
the wrong summer. As I write this, my wife and 
I are watching the Red Sox at Fenway; we have 
season tickets and live within walking distance 
of the park. We’ll also be going to London to see 
the Sox play two games vs. the Yankees at the end 
of June. Go, Sox!”

Lori Brogle writes, “My favorite Sophomore 
Summer memory: climbing the Skiway with 
Meghan Haney, Chris Huff, Ben Kahn, and Rob Rhee—
and having Meghan, Rob, and Ben drive off and 
leave us there to be mosquito fodder for the night!” 
This summer Lori will be working, gardening, and 
riding her Morgan horse in the woods—and being 
mosquito fodder.

Matt Keener remembers taking the first course 
offered at Dartmouth on entrepreneurship. His 
project was The Little Green Book—the unofficial 
student guide to life on campus and the surround-
ing community. His group was up all night for 
days, about to go to press when they realized they 
needed more details on better hikes, and Matt 
writes, “so I went out at the crack of dawn and 
ran all of the trails in one morning. I was the only 
one out there in the woods that early and, having 
just pulled an all-nighter, I was in an elevated 
brain condition of some sort and experienced a 
glorious natural high.” And I’ll leave that for Eric 
Grubman, Matt’s Bones Gate brother, to discuss 
in our next column.
—Juliet Aires Giglio, 4915 Bentbrook Drive, Man-
lius, NY 13104; julietgiglio@gmail.com; Eric Grub-
man, 2 Fox Den Way, Woodbridge, CT 06525; (203) 
710-7933; grubman@sbcglobal.net

85 I hope everyone is sitting down and 
not holding any sharp instruments, 
as I am about to share some shocking 

news. In what seems to be as common an occur-
rence as breathing, Sue Finegan has received yet 
another accolade. Read on my friends: Attorney 
Susan M. Finegan received the Massachusetts 
Bar Foundation’s (MBF) Great Friend of Justice 
Award, which is presented annually to an indi-
vidual who has demonstrated an extraordinary 
passion for justice, consistent with the MBF’s 
values and mission of increasing access to jus-
tice throughout Massachusetts. Ms. Finegan is 
a nationally recognized pro bono pioneer with a 
passion for helping underserved populations. As 
chair of Mintz’s pro bono committee, she leads 
groundbreaking cases and manages pro bono mat-
ters for the firm. She helped to defeat President 
Trump’s first immigration travel ban in early 2017, 
engineered the passage of a Massachusetts re-
straining order law for sexual assault survivors, 
and created several innovative statewide model 
pro bono programs in Massachusetts. As a mem-
ber and current co-chair of the Massachusetts 

Access to Justice Commission for several years, 
Ms. Finegan has been a tireless and innovative 
advocate for low-income people in Massachusetts 
and beyond. She has spearheaded creative fund-
ing mechanisms to support legal aid organizations 
and developed the statewide civil appellate pro 
bono program for self-represented litigants. Five 
years ago she cofounded the Access to Justice 
Fellows program, through which more than 110 
retired and retiring lawyers have devoted more 
than 85,000 pro bono hours at legal services or-
ganizations, nonprofits, and the courts. Way to go, 
Sue! Who says Tom Brady is the most well-known 
New Englander?

Speaking of fan favorites, from the increas-
ingly popular South Fayer “Where Are They 
Now?” series (subscriptions still available), 
Scott Erdman shared an update, snapping a 34-
year drought. In November 2018 Scott married 
Greg Merten, his partner of 21 years, at their home 
in Palm Springs, California, in a small, private 
ceremony. In March they celebrated with an 
extended group of friends and family, including 
seven Dartmouth alums (Scott, Todd Cohen, Joe 
Capello ’82, Pat Connolly, Susan Dawson ’84, John 
Urbanowicz ’76, Laura Erdman-Luntz ’92). No 
word from Scott if any celebratory toasts included 
Bones Gate Fogcutters. On the professional side, 
Scott spent most of his post Dartmouth-Tuck 
years working for multi-brand retailers in San 
Francisco and N.Y.C.: Macy’s, a couple of LVMH 
retailers (DFS and eLuxury), Saks Fifth Avenue, 
and some digital startups. Moving to Denver in 
2016, Scott helped eBags.com build its business 
and valuation before it sold in 2017. Scott and Greg 
considered semi-retirement and moved to their 
home in Palm Springs. About a year ago Scott re-
ceived an offer to return to N.Y.C. and manage the 
travel handbag brand Baggallini, with the intent 
of building the brand and making it an attractive 
acquisition target. Congrats, Scott, and thanks 
for the news!

Who’s next to share news? You don’t even 
have to be a South Fayer alum to do so!
—John MacManus, 188 Ringwood Road, Rosemont, 
PA 19010; (610) 525-4541; slampong@aol.com; 
Leslie A. Davis Dahl, 83 Pecksland Road, Greenwich, 
CT 06831; (203) 552-0070; dahlleslie@yahoo.com

86 Plan on attending this year’s Home-
coming October 11-12 to celebrate our 
collective 55th birthday! Celebrate 

as we walk in the parade Friday night and attend 
the tailgate, then the game together on Saturday. 
Davida Sherman Dinerman writes, “I am still in the 
tech public relations industry, but last April, af-
ter 21 years with the same firm, I moved back to 
small-agency life. I am still playing tennis com-
petitively and doing a lot of volunteer work in 
Ashland, Massachusetts. Our son, Ari (18), is a 
fantastic student and has developed into a great 
wrestler. We are waiting to hear from colleges. My 
daughter, Abby (21), is a junior at the University 
of Rhode Island, majoring in health sciences, and 
wants to be a pediatric nurse. My husband, Brad, 
is in his 10th year as an information technology 
consultant and an amateur birder and photogra-
pher.” Andy Gutow shares, “In my unending quest 
to prevent the starvation of undergraduates, I took 
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a few students and ’86 offspring to dinner at the 
Hanover Inn when at the College in February.” 
Joining Andy were Sarah Hutchinson ’22, Matt 
Gutow, Mary Hughes (Jerry Hughes ’88), Maria 
Goldman ’22 (John Goldman), Zach Wang ’20, Dan 
Lein ’19, and Emma Kallman ’22 (James Kallman). 
There was more snow on the ground than at home 
in Los Altos, California, and no alcohol was con-
sumed on college property by underage individu-
als.” Jeanne Morriello Clark shares a vivid memory 
from our Sophomore Summer: “I was living on 
the bottom floor of Woodward my Sophomore 
Summer. It was hot and, of course, there was no 
air conditioning, so I slept with my windows open. 
I planned to sleep in on Saturday morning, but 
I awoke to something very unexpected. I heard 
music, loud and clear. It was not the type of music 
college students played. The lyrics I heard? ‘If 
you go out in the woods today, You’re sure of a big 
surprise, If you go out in the woods today, You’d 
better go in disguise…Today’s the day the teddy 
bears have their picnic.’ Outside my window was 
a parade of parents and kids (and teddy bears) on 
their way to the Bema for a teddy bear picnic!” Jim 
Lynch shares his Sophomore Summer memory: 
“Organic chemistry with Professor Shafer; it was 
planned to be four days a week at 8 a.m. (hard 
enough for Sophomore Summer), but on Day 1, 
Professor Shafer told us we would meet Monday, 
Wednesday, and Friday 7:45 a.m. He was a very 
good teacher. Many late nights of foosball at Alpha 
Theta.” Kathleen Bacon writes, “I am ‘hanging up 
my heels’ this June after 25 years at HarbourVest 
Partners based in London. The plan is to learn 
how to do nothing and travel a lot. Travels include 
bike riding in Isle of Wight, England; family time 
in Nantucket, Massachusetts; and sightseeing in 
Portugal and then Japan for four weeks follow-
ing the English rugby team around for the pool 
matches of the Rugby World Cup. That all takes 
place between July and October. I am looking 
for more ideas for the last few months of 2019!”
—Mae Drake Hueston, 624 Poppy Ave., Corona Del 
Mar, CA 92625; mdhueston@me.com

87 After organizing the Bay Area 87th 
night mini-reunion for the past 12 
years, I handed the reins to the capable 

and creative Lauren Schwartz. Lauren gathered us 
together at China Live, one of San Francisco’s 
hippest spots, where Doug Collister is director of 
marketing and IT. The food and drink were excel-
lent and the company was even better! Joining 
Lauren and gracious host Doug were yours truly 
(Laura Gasser), Diana (DeLuca) Gabianelli, Ken Hittle-
man, Clare Killeen, Greg Kroitzsh, Tom McCallister, 
John Sierotko, Alex Terry, Chris Wanger, and Ellen 
(Procter) Wilson. Photos of all of us hugging each 
other will be in the class newsletter. 

John Gannon has a good reason why he 
wasn’t able to make it to an 87th night event: his 
extensive travels through southeast Asia for his 
employer, AIG. “My first job after Dartmouth 
was harvesting grapes in France with Jonathan 
Bigelow, and I’ve been trying to get another in-
ternational assignment ever since then,” John 
said. Topping his sightseeing list are temples in 
Japan and Cambodia, the Manila American Cem-
etery and Memorial in the Philippines, the street 

scenes in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, “and the food, 
of course!” Along the way John has “eaten a lot of 
street noodles, met hundreds of wonderful people, 
and taken thousands of photographs,” available 
for viewing at www.jmgannon.com.

Back at Dartmouth, Hanover resident Holly 
Taylor is associate director of undergraduate ad-
vising and research, director of the Women in 
Science Project, and advisor for the Fulbright 
program, which awards federal teaching and re-
search grants. Prior to January 2017 Holly worked 
in Boston, so she loves that her commute “changed 
from a two-and-a-half-hour drive to a 20-minute 
walk.” Holly advises and teaches the children of 
many of our classmates, including Jeff Blatt and 
Erin Foster, Shannon Finnegan, and Steve Salem. 
She works to make students more aware of the 
Fulbright fellowship opportunities and the fact 
that they also can apply through Dartmouth after 
graduation (“hint to ‘87s!” Holly said). She must 
be doing something right: For the second straight 
school year, the U.S. State Department has named 
Dartmouth a top producer of Fulbright students. 

Kudos are also in order for class special 
projects co-chair Ricki Stern. The Civilians, an 
innovative theater company in Brooklyn, New 
York, honored Ricki and her film production 
company partner at an April 1 benefit for their 
decades of work telling stories that enlighten 
our understanding of humanity. The Civilians 
troupe performed musical theater tributes to 
three of Ricki’s films: Reversing Roe, The Trials 
of Darryl Hunt, and Joan Rivers: A Piece of Work. 
“The benefit was a beautiful celebration of artists’ 
representation of the power of perseverance and 
resiliency over pain and suffering,” Ricki said. 
“We were all in tears.” Fellow ’87s in attendance 
were Jessica (Slosberg) Benjamin, Emerson Bruns, 
Jeff Lazarus, and Jon “Zebo” Zonis. Saturday Night 
Live alumna Rachel Dratch ’88 was there too and 
“gave a hilarious speech—no surprise!” Thanks to 
Kim Jacobs for passing along Ricki’s exciting news.
—Laura Gasser, 746 17th Ave., San Francisco, CA 
94121; marcklaurag@aol.com

88 Summer greetings! I begin this column 
by continuing the “what it means to 
be part of a community” theme that 

started in the last column, and then update you 
on several classmates’ new jobs and professional 
adventures. Hope you enjoy the news, and please 
send me the latest about you or another classmate. 
In the meantime, look for my continued email 
outreach with questions intended to elicit your 
varied and thought-provoking responses.

On the topic of community, Caroline (McK-
eldin) Wayner offered her view that “kindness is 
the most important characteristic for a strong 
community.” As the president of her small Bal-
timore neighborhood, she uses kindness as her 
guiding principle—“and humor, of course.” Caro-
line also notes she really likes the way our class 
has come together in kindness through the years. 
Kathy (Beams) Wiseman says that, when she thinks 
of community, she thinks back to her time in Ti-
bati, Cameroon, for two years in the Peace Corps, 
where she worked to help with the healthcare 
infrastructure. She says she gained so much from 
the experience, as the people there were welcom-

ing, helpful, and friendly, and there was a sense of 
enjoying time with each other: “Things happened 
slowly, but that was okay.” Please keep sending 
me your reflections on community and what it 
means to you.

Turning now to several classmates’ profes-
sional journeys, I will start with Laura Weylman 
Turner and Kristen Morwick, whom I had the great 
pleasure of seeing at a New England Small College 
Athletic Conference track meet in April. Kristen 
is the highly decorated head track-and-field and 
cross-country coach at Tufts University, where 
she has established an impressive record of ac-
complishments since arriving in 2000. Laura is 
a family practice doctor in Middlebury, Vermont, 
and earlier this year opened her “dream practice,” 
where she and a colleague put together an innova-
tive structure designed to allow them to spend 
more time with each patient. From her empty 
nest in the D.C. area, Stephanie (Welch) Lewin is 
engaged in a professional labor of love of her own: 
her business helping high school students with 
innovative approaches to finding the right col-
lege. Our class president, Traci (Byrne) Gentry, has 
started on a new professional path as well: Traci, 
who has worked at companies such as Hershey 
and Reebok, now has a senior role in a recruit-
ment and talent advisory firm that focuses on the 
consumer goods industry. Two of our classmates 
are taking new head of school roles this summer. 
Dave McCusker will join the Manlius Pebble Hill 
School in the Syracuse area, and so he and Steff 
McCusker will be getting to know central New York. 
Carrie Brennan will leave Tucson, Arizona, where 
she founded and led a charter school, and will 
return to the Upper Valley as she takes the helm 
at Thetford (Vermont) Academy. Also in the Up-
per Valley, Leah (Yegian) Whelan finished her first 
year as principal of Canaan (New Hampshire) 
Elementary School.

Best regards for a great summer, and I look 
forward to hearing from you.
—Tory Woodin Chavey, 128 Steele Road, West 
Hartford, CT 06119; dartmouth88classnotes@
gmail.com

89 I’m writing these Class Notes 45 days 
before our 30th reunion, but by the 
time you read this, we will have had an 

amazing 30th reunion with all of our classmates. 
Really looking forward to taking my youngest 
daughter with me so that she can experience 
Dartmouth with her own eyes.

Two weeks ago I attended the Los Angeles 
Dartmouth Call to Lead presentation, and it was 
amazing—they really brought Dartmouth to L.A., 
complete with the wilderness, canoes, and a cabin! 
It’s a massive road show tour, but was well worth 
attending. It was great to see, albeit briefly, Anton 
Anderson, Jan Brzeski, Adam Glick, Rich Reilly, and 
Seth Skolnik. I was excited that my wife and older 
daughter, who is a ’23, were able to attend and 
meet other ’23s from the area as well as hear from 
President Hanlon and the amazing stories from 
Dartmouth grads and how they collaborated with 
their professors. 

As we get ready for our oldest daughter to go 
to Hanover for first-year trips and her freshman 
year, I wonder what her Dartmouth experience 

will be like? What will be the same as mine and 
what will be different? It’s already different in 
terms of the dorms; she won’t get to live in South 
Fayer first year. I know I have my own Dartmouth 
experience, and I’m excited for her to have her 
own Dartmouth adventure with classmates, 
roommates, and professors. I just have to figure 
out how many times we’ll be visiting Hanover 
this year, which is always a nice problem to have.
—Ned Ward, 2104 Graham Ave., #B, Redondo 
Beach, CA 90278; ned@nedorama.com

90 This month I asked ’90s, “Looking 
back at your Dartmouth years, when 
(or with whom or with what group of 

people) did you feel the greatest sense of belong-
ing?” Here is Part I.

Scott Patterson: “I have a very special affinity 
for the people I met on the Dartmouth College 
computing network, specifically on the XYZ chat. 
They still hold a special place in my heart. We 
have a Facebook group too: facebook.com/groups/
dartmouthxyz.” Ed Callaway: “That’s easy: playing 
music in Deacon’s Close with Flagg Miller ’91, 
Kelley Bishop ’86, Jim DiCarlo ’91, Jeff Garneau 
’88, and P.K. Suk on Tuesday nights at Café Buon 
Gustaio. Dinner and beer on the house made us 
‘professional’ musicians!” David Clark: “No ques-
tion, walking into a football locker room and get-
ting ready for football practice or a game gave me 
a sense of place and infused camaraderie that can 
only be understood when you are on a team and 
you depend on one another for success. Coach 
Teevens did a nice job setting expectations for 
us as teammates and demanding that we respect 
one another as a unit. That collaboration and con-
nection with one another made me feel that my 
teammates were like my brothers. We were fam-
ily! The second is the relationship developed with 
classmates Rob Summers and Eugene Sims. On 
gloomy days and nights on the ‘hill,’ having friends 
to talk to and support me through bad games, a 
poor grade on a test, or a difficult relationship 
may seem very trivial but it helped the ‘Florida 
boy’ through some depressing days. Even though 
we did not play together, we supported each other 
through our seasons and remained close friends 
after Dartmouth. This fall we are planning a visit 
to Miami for the Dolphins-Redskins game. We 
are lifelong friends, and this is what I envisioned 
would happen at a school such as Dartmouth.” 
Mike Keller: “I can’t give just one response to 
this question. Equally important to my overall 
Dartmouth experience were the Glee Club, my 
fraternity (Sig Epsilon), and my River Cluster 
family from my freshman year in French Hall 
(with football, freshman trips, and some specific 
academic class communities following closely 
behind). The diversity of these groups was a big 
part of what made my Dartmouth experience so 
special. I can’t imagine what it might have been 
like without any of them.” Mark Sternman: “Taking 
tea at Sanborn, running the goat trail, or playing in 
the Marching Band with five people who became 
lifelong friends (Tor Blaisdell, Roth Herrlinger, Ja-
mie Pringle, Scott Spring, and Marilyn Cummings 
’92).” Christine Smith: “My strongest memories of 
belonging to Dartmouth date back to freshman 
year and even before. First, when I got in early 

decision in December 1985 (seriously, ’85?), eager 
to bolt out of high school, I felt instantly connected 
as a new member of the ‘Dartmouth family’—
whatever that was. And Freshman Week we all 
belonged. Smart kids with bad 1980s haircuts 
and high SAT scores and all of us members of 
the freshman class. Differentiation came later, 
but at that point we were all one highly charged 
teenage mass. Many pockets of belonging since 
then, which include all of the dear friends I’ve 
kept to date, but those two are the ones that have 
stuck with me.” Gregg DiPietro: “I felt the greatest 
sense of belonging around the people with whom 
I spent a lot of time outside the classroom—the 
crew team—both men and women. Within that 
group, ‘the boys in the boat’ (Lou Mabley, Mark Rid-
dell, Karl Benedict, Chris Schmidt, and non-rower 
Rob Crawford, my Theta Epsilon Alpha house 
roommates) will always be like family.”
—Rob Crawford, 22 Black Oak Road, Weston, MA 
02493; crawdaddy37@gmail.com

91 I’m feeling reflective on this rainy April 
morning as I write another column 
during the year we all turn 50. It’s fas-

cinating to consider the various ways in which our 
class is moving into this next decade. There’s so 
much ahead of us and yet equally as much, if not 
more, behind us on the road we have already trav-
eled. It’s a good place to pause and look forward to 
who we can be, back to who we were, and in the 
mirror at who we are right now, in this moment.

Right now I know that one of our classmates 
is pregnant. Another was hit by a car this spring. 
We have friends celebrating the exciting achieve-
ments of their growing or grown children, and we 
know far too many who are dealing with unimagi-
nable losses and daily struggles. Relationships and 
marriages are in various stages of ups and downs. 
Several ’91s are battling cancer. Our parents are 
aging; some are thriving, some need our care and 
attention, and many have passed away. 

Our paths during the nearly 30 years since we 
have left Dartmouth have taken us to many differ-
ent places, have connected us with many different 
people, and have helped us become who we are 
today. The words of our fellow alum Dr. Theodore 
Geisel come to mind as I think about the class of 
1991: “Today you are you! That is truer than true! 
There is no one alive who is you-er than you!”

Even though social media has made it easy 
to “friend” and “follow” many of you, I know that 
I only hear from a fraction of the class. I would 
love to gather more stories and share them in 
this space. Wherever you are in your life journey, 
consider sending me a few words and thoughts 
about how you are marking this milestone. 

Thanks for taking the time to read my own 
midlife thoughts today. As class secretary I typi-
cally report the “news,” but today it just seemed 
right to report the “feels.” In my next column I’ll 
be back to business as usual and include all of the 
April 1 updates we received on Facebook on the 
91st day of the year. And if you are on Facebook, 
perhaps you can post a message on 9/1 letting 
the class know how you are feeling at this com-
plicated, exciting time of your life. Whether it’s 
bunions, online dating, anxiety, a new project, a 
great book you read, a pet update, or family life 
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highs and lows, it matters…so please connect.
Finally, just a reminder to think about coming 

back to Dartmouth in the fall. Our class is having 
a collective 50th birthday party at Homecoming 
(October 11-12). Look for details on our Facebook 
page and an invitation soon. 
—Deb Karazin Owens, 166 Colonial Drive, Fairfield, 
CT 06824; djowens@optonline.net

92 Big Green football will play Princ-
eton in Yankee Stadium November 
9 in honor of Dartmouth’s 250th an-

niversary and the 150th year of college football. 
Many thanks to Tom Brodie for organizing the ’92 
mini-reunion within this event. It’s not too late 
to reserve your seats in our block of tickets, but 
email dartmouth92news@gmail.com right away 
if you’re interested.

Kudos to Julie Cillo, who was recognized by 
Super Lawyers for the 12th year in a row. She was 
named one of the top 100 attorneys in Virginia, 
one of the top 50 women attorneys in Virginia, 
and one of the top 50 attorneys in Richmond. 
Julie practices family law with Owen & Owens 
in Midlothian, Virginia.

Personal and professional congrats go out 
to Mike Mahoney, director of athletic communi-
cations at the University of Pennsylvania. The 
College Sports Information Directors of America 
recognized him with its 25-year award and a glow-
ing tribute on its website. In addition to mention-
ing his many colleagues and protégés through the 
years, the article focuses on the friendships that 
have accompanied his professional accomplish-
ments, citing a tremendous Mahoney moment 
from his surprise 50th birthday party in February: 
He proposed to his girlfriend, Jenn Novik, who 
had, of course, planned the big event. He later 
wrote 50 Facebook posts about his favorite songs 
of all time, complete with annotations, videos, 
and relevant memories associating the music 
with everyone he ever knew. Mike is one of the 
first ’92s to turn 50 and has celebrated in such 
an epic manner that he’s pretty much schooled 
the rest of us. I challenge you all to celebrate your 
50th birthdays with such panache. The bar is set 
high, people.

Thanks to an initiative by our treasurer, Kyle 
Huebner, our class recently began recognizing 
classmates who have paid dues for the past 10 
years. As part of this “Decade of Dues” program, 
you have the opportunity to pay any missed dues 
to be placed on the honor roll—visit 1992.dart-
mouth.org/dues for details! You can also pay your 
dues on the site (or check to see whether you have 
already). If you pay your class of 1992 dues and 
also donate to the Dartmouth College Fund by 
June 30, you’ll receive a small token of thanks.

Kyle and his family just embarked upon a 
year-long trip around the world. He wrote: “As I 
write this, I reflect on how much has changed in 
the recent years. At our 20th reunion in 2012, I 
joked that nothing had changed—I still had three 
great kids, was still married to my amazing wife, 
Leanne, still working at Stamps, and still living 
in Manhattan Beach, California. In 2015 my sis-
ter, who was a single mother raising four kids in 
Alabama, passed away unexpectedly. We became 
a blended family with the older two ones now in 

college at University of Alabama at Birmingham. I 
just finished up working 20 years at Stamps.com. 
Shout-out to classmate Jeff Green, who cofounded 
Stamps in 1997. Contemplating what’s next, we 
decided to take the family and travel abroad for a 
year. Inspired by President Hanlon’s speech about 
experiential learning, we are looking forward to 
doing service, research, and learning about the 
world from a firsthand perspective. And shout-out 
and thank you to our classmate Rick Toothill, who 
will be covering for me as ’92 treasurer for the 
next year. I am looking forward to connecting with 
fellow classmates and alumni around the globe!”

Next time I’ll share news from additional 
classmates about their extended international 
experiences. If you’ve lived outside of the United 
States since graduation, I’d love to hear from you!
—Kelly Shriver Kolln, 3900 Cottage Grove Ave. 
SE, Cedar Rapids, IA 52403; (920) 306-2192; 
dartmouth92news@gmail.com

94 As our reunion approaches, I write 
this update, knowing that by the time 
you hold the Dartmouth Alumni Mag-

azine in your hands you will have been to campus, 
visited your favorite old stomping grounds, caught 
up with old friends, and shared new connections. 
Please tell me the highlights of your time in Ha-
nover! What stories can you share from the long 
weekend? We want to relive the nostalgic and 
happy reunion through your anecdotes and news 
through the coming months.

Sadly, the only news I have received is not 
welcomed news, but nonetheless you should 
know of the death of fellow classmate Christine 
Susie Wu. Tina, to friends, embraced the granite 
and mountains of New Hampshire from her own 
Smoky Mountain hometown of Knoxville, Ten-
nessee. After earning her undergraduate degree, 
she returned to her roots and eventually to her 
hometown to earn her Ph.D. in psychology in 2006 
from the University of Tennessee-Knoxville. She 
became a beloved professor, described by students 
as “the best” and “an all-time favorite” on a school 
Facebook page. After a lengthy battle with cancer, 
she passed away in February. Surviving Tina are 
her beautiful son, Benjamin, husband Paul LeBel, 
sister, brother-in-law, and parents.

I invite you to share memories of Tina with 
me so I can include them in the next column and 
on our class Facebook page.
—Laura Hardegree Davis, 520 Meadowlark Lane, 
Brentwood, TN 37027; lauradavis723@mac.com

95 There is lots of exciting news this 
month. I hope you’re reading this 
from a dock, beach, or swimming pool 

somewhere warm!
Teru Clavel’s first book, World Class: One 

Mother’s Journey Halfway Around the Globe in 
Search of the Best Education for Her Children, 
will hit shelves (and Amazon) in September. She 
writes: “In a nutshell, I went back to school for a 
master’s of science in comparative international 
education while I was living in Shanghai and To-
kyo with my three kids. This led me to work in 
journalism and television journalism focused on 
international education. And because I always 
put the kids in the local public schools where 

we lived—Hong Kong, Shanghai, Tokyo—when 
we returned to the United States and were in 
Palo Alto, California, for two years, I knew I had 
a book. I’m now back in my hometown of New 
York City and couldn’t be happier to be home 
after 12 years of global adventures.” Simon and 
Schuster’s imprint Atria will publish Teru’s book, 
which she describes as “50-percent memoir and 
50-percent research and takeaway, with a good 
dose of humor.” 

David Leonard was recently in the news for a 
life-saving procedure he performed on a toddler 
at Ranken Jordan Pediatric Bridge Hospital in 
Maryland. An ear nose and throat surgeon, Dave 
reconstructed a trachea for a little boy who had 
been born so premature that his lungs weren’t 
fully developed at birth. The successful surgery 
allowed this child, who had lived full-time in the 
hospital since his birth in 2016, to finally go home 
this spring. The chief medical officer at Ranken 
Jordan who worked closely on the case was fellow 
Dartmouth alumnus Nick Holecamp ’82. Well 
done, Dave and Nick!

Congratulations to Rukmini Callimachi for her 
recent honors. Rukmini’s New York Times story, 
“Caliphate,” won a 2018 Peabody, an Overseas 
Press Club award, and was a Pulitzer finalist (Ruk-
mini’s third). Rukmini is a foreign correspondent 
for The New York Times and, as of this spring, also 
a mom! Amadeo Mickael Callimachi was born 
April 27, and Rukmini and her husband, Mickael, 
couldn’t be happier.

Congratulations also to Charlotte Shropshire, 
who was promoted to partner of Sofinnova Invest-
ments in Menlo Park, California. She is respon-
sible for investor relations, marketing, corporate 
communications, and fundraising for both So-
finnova’s public and private equities strategies.

The countdown is on to our 25th reunion! 
Mark your calendars and make your plans to re-
turn to Hanover June 18-21, 2020. Rebecca Slisz 
and Candice Jimerson are our enthusiastic reunion 
chairs (thank you)!  

There are lots of ways to get involved with 
the planning, so please email rebeccaslisz@gmail.
com or cjimerson2004@yahoo.com if you’d like 
to help make this the best reunion yet. 

Keep your news coming!
—Kaja (Schuppert) Fickes, 2 Bishops Lane, Hing-
ham, MA 02043; kaja.k.fickes.95@dartmouth.edu

96 The spring of 2019 has been awash 
with exciting achievements for mul-
tiple members of the class of 1996 

across many spectra. 
To begin, our own Jacquelyn Chappel exhib-

ited at AERA Toronto in April, where she was 
promoting her recently published book, En-
gendering Cosmopolitanism Through the Local: 
Engaging Students in International Literature 
Through Connections to Personal Experience and 
Culture. Her work presents a “critique of multi-
cultural education” in which she argues modern 
education does a “disservice by imparting lessons 
in international culture and history through mul-
ticulturalism, which can perpetuate insularity 
even as it claims to promote global coverage.” 
Jacquelyn completed her Ph.D. in curriculum 
studies at the University of Hawaii at Manoa in 

2017, and has most recently been teaching at Kapi-
olani Community College in Honolulu.

Making big waves of her own was Betsy Miller, 
who on April 18 was keynote speaker at Tuck’s 
Women Symposium. Betsy, who is a partner at 
Cohen Milstein in Washington, D.C. (and co-
chair of the firm’s public client practice), spoke 
on topics of authentic leadership and inspiring 
tomorrow’s leaders. Shervyn von Hoerl was able to 
attend the session, where he summarized Betsy 
as handling the speech “like a [expletive redacted 
for family friendly reading] boss!” As co-chair of 
the public client practice, Betsy represents state 
attorneys general in enforcement investigations 
and litigation that protect government interests 
and vulnerable communities against consumer 
and healthcare fraud. In particular, she has played 
a major role in promoting national opioids litiga-
tion against manufacturers and distributors of 
prescription narcotics. She was recently honored 
by the National Law Journal as one of nine “Elite 
Women of the Plaintiff’s Bar.” Trial Lawyer Maga-
zine has also named her as one of America’s “50 
Most Influential Trial Lawyers.” As if not busy 
enough, Betsy has also served since 2001 as an 
adjunct professor at Georgetown Law School, 
where she teaches courses on negotiation and 
mediation.

In other exciting classmate news, Gwyn Pren-
tice has been making some equally impressive 
waves this year. Her company, Helen Jon, un-
veiled a dual swim collection with Draper James 
(a brand founded by actress Reese Witherspoon). 
Gwyn and her partner, Missy Neville, founded 
the company in 2012 with the intent of creating 
sophisticated and flattering swimwear designs 
for women. The joint collection features 20 de-
signs that include everything from swimwear to 
beachside dresses. It “presents a modern twist 
on timeless style” and features Draper James’ 
“signature Southern aesthetic” paired with the 
“classic design and supportive fit” of the Helen 
Jon brand. Reese Witherspoon herself stated, “We 
are thrilled to offer this staple [for our customers] 
with Helen Jon, a brand known for its excellent 
quality and fit.” 

Lastly, a salute to two ’96s completing gradu-
ate degrees many years removed from our time 
in Hanover. Holly Parker met the day of her Ph.D. 
dissertation defense (in public policy and educa-
tional leadership) at the University of Southern 
Maine with both aplomb and hilarity. She started 
that day with a Facebook post asking, “How much 
coffee is too much coffee on dissertation defense 
day?” She then concluded her day with a photo 
that suggested, “So that giddy look says, ‘Some-
how, I just convinced these three people to give 
me a Ph.D.’ ” Congrats, Dr. Parker! 

Our other pending ’96 graduate is actually 
me (Garrett Gil de Rubio). As I write this column, 
I am mere hours away from completing the final 
exam in completion of my M.B.A. at Auburn Uni-
versity. I can assure you it has been no easy feat 
given a demanding full-time job, a busy family 
life, and with 20 years removed from the world of 
academia—but with graduation mere days away, 
it is done!
—Garrett Gil de Rubio, 1062 Middlebrooke Drive, 
Canton, GA 30115; ggdr@alum.dartmouth.org

97 More international news. For the last 
column, I asked classmates living 
abroad what took them there, what is 

interesting about the worldview where they live, 
and when they last visited the United States. This 
dispatch focuses on the United Kingdom and China. 

Drew Spencer moved to London in 2006. “I 
moved to London on February 1, 2006, with my 
(then) wife and my son, Malakai, who was just 
shy of his third birthday. We were having trouble 
getting my wife a green card, so I contacted the 
British embassy to see about getting a visa to work 
in the United Kingdom. It was so much easier, so 
we moved here thinking we’d try London for a 
little while. That was 13 years ago.

“The one thing our classmates would find 
interesting: Brexit and the political divide over 
here is causing just as much stress as President 
Trump and issues back home. Oh, and there’s 
baseball. I manage the London Mets, the five-time 
British national champions.

“I was last in the United States in August 
2018. My fiancée, Sarah, and I brought our fam-
ily to visit my mom in Wisconsin. We also stayed 
with Kenny Mitchell and his family and went to a 
White Sox game with Matt Walus and Jenn Tudder 
Walus. I haven’t been to Hanover since about 1999 
or 2000, but I’ll be taking my son for a visit next 
year. He’s a sophomore at the American School 
in London.”

In 2000 Philip Sin left New York for an in-
vestment bank position in Hong Kong. He moved 
to Shanghai in 2013 and has been there since. 
“Back in 2016 many people in China were hop-
ing that Trump would get elected on the belief 
that a businessman would be more friendly to 
China and pro-business. But to their surprise, 
Trump put together a team that was unfriendly 
to other countries and a foreign policy headache 
for all concerned. The U.S. government is blocking 
most investments by Chinese companies into the 
United States, which makes my job more chal-
lenging than before.

“I visited New York and New Jersey with 
my family in 2015 and was traveling to Califor-
nia quite a bit for work in 2016 and 2017. But the 
last time I was in Hanover was way back in 1998, 
when I was working in New York. In Shanghai I 
reconnected with Samson Popowicz, and we would 
find time to hang out on the rare occasions when 
we are both in the city and not traveling. Samson 
has been living in China since 2001, following a 
stint at NASA working on the International Space 
Station program and then a fellowship at Cornell 
to study Chinese. He originally planned to try 
his hand at something related to Russia and the 
Center for Internet Security but the economy and 
environment didn’t seem as appealing as China. 
In China Samson has always worked at Scandi-
navian companies, something about their work 
culture being more amenable and the time dif-
ference being more favorable.

“Only having returned to Hanover once after 
graduation to dig his Mazda out of a five-foot block 
of snow, Samson seldom travels back to the United 
States, and his work is mostly focused on the Asia 
region, especially in developing economies and 
developing businesses in these regions.

“There are about 30 or so active alumni cur-

rently living or working in Shanghai, and many 
more have come and left, so our chat group has 
about 300 people from many classes. I cohosted 
the welcome dinner to admitted students for the 
class of ’22 last year and look forward to doing it 
again this year for the ’23s.”

Take care and keep sending your news!
—Jason Casell, 10106 Balmforth Lane, Houston, 
TX 77096; jhcasell@gmail.com

98 Greetings, fellow ’98s. While most of 
us have just begun summer, I heard 
from a classmate who lives in a land of 

eternal summer. Ku’ulei (Reyes) Tengan wrote from 
Honolulu with her first update since graduating! 
Ku’ulei is married to Ty Tengan ’97 and had just 
returned from Boston. There she reconnected 
with Martha Zegarra and her husband by dining at 
swanky restaurants and attending her first game 
at Fenway Park, a Boston Red Sox win. Ku’ulei 
also met with Nidhi Desai, who matriculated as a 
’98 but left after her sophomore year to pursue 
studies elsewhere. Nidhi was visiting from Bal-
timore. The two returned to Dartmouth, where 
they reminisced over the fireplace in Pine Res-
taurant at the Hanover Inn in typical 35-degree 
April weather. Also on the agenda, Ku’ulei visited 
her son, a first-year student at Amherst College. 
Back home Ku’ulei has a daughter who is set to 
graduate high school in two years.

Kevin Robbins was sorry to miss last summer’s 
reunion on account of multiple commitments. 
He and his wife live in McLean, Virginia, with 
two boys, ages 10 and 12. They recently closed 
on a farm in Virginia’s wine country, which Kevin 
described as an escape pod from the crazy fast 
pace of life in the Washington, D.C., area. The 
pace stems from Kevin’s work with two busi-
nesses that he cofounded in 2009: Wolf Den 
Associates, a consulting boutique that caters 
to federal contractors, and Blue Delta Capital 
Partners, an equity fund that invests in govern-
ment services companies. In addition, Kevin was 
recently named to the board of directors of the 
Wolf Trap Foundation for the Performing Arts. 
Kevin stays plugged into Dartmouth through 
recruiting for Wolf Den and keeping in touch 
with classmates. And in other Dartmouth-related 
news, this summer Kevin will celebrate the 80th 
birthday of his dad, E. Lee Robbins ’60, with a 
family trip to the Galapagos Islands and Machu 
Picchu. Give a rouse!

I’ve been emailing with Joan Ai about her 
work with the DQ Institute and the World Eco-
nomic Forum to bring global awareness to digital 
intelligence. DQ stands for digital intelligence 
quotient and is a set of competencies that are 
fundamental for readiness in an era of rapid tech-
nological progress. The DQ Institute recently 
announced the world’s first attempt to define 
a global standard for digital literacy, skills, and 
readiness. Joan works to help children and adults 
thrive in the digital world. 

In other professional news, in March the 
Pilchuck Glass School in Stanwood, Washington, 
named Benjamin Wright its artistic director. The 
school is a premier international center for glass 
art education. In the appointment announce-
ment, Benjamin was hailed as having the marks 
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99 Hello, ’99s!
I am coming upon my one-year 

mark of serving as the class secretary. 
I am enjoying the experience of reaching out to 
classmates and hearing about your lives. I would 
love to be able to share more. If you have any ideas 
on the best ways to reach you, or if there are topics 
you’d like me to touch on, or classmates you’d like 
me to try and engage, please share those with me. 
My contact info is at the bottom of the column, 
and I am always welcome to new ideas.

The latest digital issue of Alma Matters, the 
class of ’99 newsletter, should have hit your email 
box back in April, thanks to the hard work of news-
letter editors Michelle Sweetser and Adrienne Wag-
ner. If you did not receive one, it means we don’t 
have your most current email address—and we 
want you to stay connected. You can update your 
contact info at http://dartgo.org/update. Also, 
please reach out to those classmates with whom 
who you’ve stayed in touch and check in to see if 
they are receiving our emails. Please encourage 
them to update their information as well. Our 
25th reunion is coming up soon, and we want to 
be ready to reach out to all of you.

On July 26 Dartmouth will host its 250th 
anniversary summer celebration in Hanover. Are 
any of you attending? We’d love to see photos on 
social media. Or send me a note about the people 
or places you reconnected with while you were 
on campus.

Until next time.
—Jackie Rioux Gladstone, 21 Westwood Circle, Dover, 
NH 03820; (603) 834-0517; jackie.dartmouth99@
gmail.com

00 Hello, ’00s! I hope everyone is having 
a fun summer. A few news items for 
you—congratulations to Meg Donohue 

on publishing her fifth novel in May. You, Me, and 
the Sea is a contemporary retelling of Wuthering 
Heights, set on the coast in northern California 
(see a review of the book in the last issue). Meg 
lives in San Francisco with her husband and three 
daughters. 

A few months ago I had the chance to cele-
brate Kate (Christiaanse) Fenwick’s milestone birth-
day with a large Dartmouth crowd in Park City, 
Utah. The slew of attendees included but was not 
limited to Caroline Hribar, Carolyn Levine Lanzetta, 
Christina Dam, Meghan (Sullivan) Candee, Brook 
Cosby, Charlotte (Zukowski) Sullivan, Jess (Margolin) 
Fenton, Doug Fenton ’02, Meghan (Demark) Jenkins, 
Amy (Feldmann) Hauser ’98, and many spouses 
and children. We had the pleasure of meeting up 
with Park City local Ben Rifkin, who lives there 
with his wife, son, and daughter, and is definitely 
raising two future snow sport champions.

I heard through the grapevine that Colin 
Greenspon has a new role, as a partner at Revolu-
tion’s Rise of the Rest Seed Fund. Rise of the Rest 
is a $150-million venture capital fund focused on 
making investments outside of Silicon Valley, 
Boston, and New York City. Congrats, Colin! Let 
me know if you ever drive your roadshow bus 
through St. Louis, Missouri. 

With apologies to those I google-stalked, 
—Kate (Ryan) Stowe, 91 Waterman Place, St. Louis, 
MO 63112; dartmouth2000secretary@gmail.com

01 Happy summer, ’01s. More importantly, 
happy 20th anniversary of our Sopho-
more Summer, ’01s! I do not have many 

updates for you this time around, but I am going to 
say that is a good thing so that you can save your 
time for basking in your ’01 summertime glory. 
Robin DeGracia wrote in with fond memories of 
the summer of 1999, when she had just returned 
from her language study abroad and first trip to 
Europe. Two decades later, the travel bug remains 
with her family, including her husband, 9-year-old 
son, and 7-year-old daughter, heading to Bali to 
celebrate Robin’s birthday. Happy travels!

Memories of Sophomore Summer often 
include that awesome New Hampshire land-
scape. Few people will experience that special 
New England air as much as Meg (Fuchs) Hastings, 
who became the director of administration and 
facilities at Harvard Forest in January. The for-
est is Harvard’s 4,000-acre outdoor laboratory 
and classroom located in central Massachusetts. 

Now that you have read this pithy column, go 
outside and relive the magic of our special time 
in Hanover, just 20 short years ago. 
—Rachel Milstein Sondheimer, 143 Branchville Road, 
Ridgefield, CT 06877; (203) 645-693; rachel.
sondheimer@gmail.com

02 Hello, ’02s! 
I put out a very last minute plea 

on Facebook for submissions, and you 
’02s came through for me! 

Sam Reisner and his wife, Mariah (Wesleyan 
’04), along with big sister Aviva, are pleased to 
announce the birth of Zohana Grace Reisner. She 
was born on June 19, 2017, at 8:02 a.m., weighing 
8 pounds, 7.5 ounces. The happy family is still do-
ing well two years later and they recently moved 
to Farmington, Connecticut. Sam has started a 
new position in Disney’s new direct-to-consumer 
and international segment as director of technol-
ogy strategy in the office of the chief technology 
officer. 

Stephanie Kahn Scheinkman on February 13 
gave birth to her second son, Noah Beck Scheink-
man, named for his Aunt Rebecca, who passed 
away in December of stage IV metastatic breast 
cancer. Noah joins big brother Sam, who just 
turned 4. Stephanie and her husband, Mike, 
both work in New York City and live in Armonk, 
New York.

Kenneth Gillingham and Julie Gillingham 
(UCSB ’04) are excited to welcome into the world 
their first son, Wesley Gillingham, on March 27. 
He’s adorable, a lot of fun, and great at keeping 
his parents awake at night!

Maya Martin Cadogan shared, “My mother and 
I were featured in a chapter of Harvard professor 
Ronald Ferguson’s new book, The Formula: Un-
locking the Secrets to Raising Highly Successful 
Children. The book details Ferguson’s research 
about eight roles parents can play to support their 
child(ren). Our chapter is called ‘The Negotiator’ 
and is about teaching a child to self-advocate, 
which my mother did expertly well—allowing me 
to advocate for a different, experienced teacher for 
my entire class in third grade. All kudos go to my 
mom, and it’s little wonder that today I founded 
an organization, Parents Amplifying Voices in 

Education (PAVE), to provide collective space 
for parents to be the leaders they already are and 
advocate for their own children and all of the chil-
dren in D.C.’s public education system.”

Lastly, I ran into Mike Bergen at our 20th high 
school reunion this past fall in Darien, Connecti-
cut. Mike moved to Darien last August with his 
wife, Heidi, and their children, Jackson (3) and 
Juliana (1). It was great to catch up with him!
—Anne Cloudman, 315 West 99th St., Apt. 2D, New 
York, NY 10025; acloudman@gmail.com

03 Cheers, ’03s.
By the time you read this, our 

15th reunion will have come and gone. 
Scary to think our next one will be the 20th! I hope 
I’ll have gathered some great news up in Hanover 
to report on for the next column.

Jason Ortiz wrote in with a bevy of updates 
on his busy social life attending ’03 weddings. He 
reports on the wedding of Anders Hyde to Marleen 
Los in January. A small affair in a Greenwich Vil-
lage townhouse in N.Y.C., the wedding was fol-
lowed by dinner at the Vinegar Hill House. Dan 
Simola and his family were also present. February 
found Jason in L.A. for the wedding of Morenike 
Balogun to Arno Koch at the invitation of Jen 
Tutak ’02. The lucky couple had the rain (and 
snow!) cease in time for their nuptials, which 
incorporated many Nigerian traditions. It sounds 
like quite the ’03 Dartmouth affair with Jethro 
Rothe-Kushel and his wife, Brittany Henry ’07, 
Alison Clancy, Kris Kolta, Maritza Aranda Blum, Tripp 
Blum, Nhan Huynh, Adrienne Newburg, and Nkiruka 
“Kiki” Nwasokwa all in attendance. Finally, Jason 
relays that he will miss our reunion due to the 
upcoming wedding of Paul “Bub” Cathcart to Annie 
Morgan on the same weekend. Sorry to miss you 
all at reunion, but some things clearly take pre-
cedence. Congratulations to all the newlyweds!

Next, I heard from Jackson Burke who was 
inspired by reading DAM to reach out and tell us 
about his wedding. He married Rachael Schefrin 
at the Camden Amphitheater in Camden, Maine, 
on October 6, 2018, a gorgeous fall day. A fully 
Dartmouth affair, classmates Jason Kobilka, Ste-
ven Kantor, and Ben Weaver upheld the duties of 
groomsmen while Hanna Putnam (who also intro-
duced the couple!) officiated the ceremony with 
a memorable speech. Other Dartmouth folks in 
attendance included Alyce Erdekian ’00, Jennifer 
Lawinski ’00, father of the groom John Burke ’75, 
uncle of the groom Michael Burke ’80, and uncle 
of the bride Gordon Holbein ’78. While the bride’s 
grandfather, Merritt Osborn ’50, could not attend 
in person, he was there via FaceTime. Congratula-
tions, Jackson and Rachael!

Jennifer Casler-Goncalves reports in that she 
and husband Chris Goncalves ’04 welcomed their 
second child, daughter Ara Patricia Casler-Gon-
calves on April 9. She weighed in at 8 pounds 7 
ounces and was 21.5 inches long. Ara joins big 
brother Devin, who seems happy to take on his 
new role (well, most of the time). Congratulations 
on the addition!

Jovany Jerez reported in from Lourdes, 
France, where he and his family were enjoying 
what looks like a fantastic European adventure. 
He and wife Olivia welcomed their first child, 
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THE TRUMBULL HOUSE 
BED & BREAKFAST

Hanover’s first and finest B&B, just four miles east
of campus. Luxurious country lodgings with six
spacious rooms and sumptuous breakfasts. Free

high-speed wireless Internet plus a business center.
Sixteen acres with swimming pond, trails and
gardens. 40 Etna Road, Hanover, NH 03755.

(603) 643-2370; (800) 651-5141;
trumbullhouse@gmail.com;  

www.trumbullhouse.com.

BREAKFAST ON THE CONNECTICUT
Sits on 23 acres in Lyme, just 12 miles from  

Dartmouth and overlooking the tranquil Connecti-
cut River. Completed in 1997, we have 15 spacious 
bedrooms replete with amenities, each with private 
bath, TV/VCR and thoughtfully appointed. Some 
bedrooms have gas fireplaces, skylights, romantic 

Jacuzzi tubs and a stunning view of the river. 
Bicycles, canoes and kayaks are complimentary, as 
is the 8-person Jacuzzi spa. Open year-round. For 

a virtual tour, see our website. Our gracious B&B is 
the perfect place to escape for a weekend, a vaca-
tion, a retreat or reunion. A hearty New England 
breakfast with house specialties and real maple 
syrup makes getting up each morning a treat.  

651 River Road, Lyme, NH 03768;  
(603) 353-4444; (888) 353-4440;  

www.breakfastonthect.com.

THE JACKSON HOUSE INN
Located on the edge of one of Vermont’s most 

beautiful villages, the Inn offers refined lodging 
with luxurious touches, and is the perfect setting 

for a romantic getaway, get-together with friends, or 
intimate wedding or reunion. Set in lush perennial 
gardens, the Inn offers the service and amenities of 
a boutique hotel, including Frette linens, Anichini 

bedcoverings, turndown service, free WiFi, and 
gourmet breakfasts. Our floor-to-ceiling fieldstone 

fireplace is a delight in winter. (802) 457-2065, 
(800) 448-1890, jacksonhouse.com.

DOWDS’ COUNTRY INN
Historic New England home with modern comforts. 

Family owned and operated, the Inn has served 
the Upper Valley for 30 years. Our 1780s home was 
carefully renovated to host 20 guest rooms and a 

200-seat banquet facility. A full country breakfast is 
served with every stay. We also host weddings and 
events of all sizes. Only 10 miles north of Hanover. 

Home of the Latham House Tavern. Enjoy the 
comforts of home while you explore the best that 

the Upper Valley has to offer.  
“The Place to Gather, for Business or Pleasure.”  
9 Main Street, Lyme, NH 03768; (603) 795-4712;  

www.dowdscountryinn.com.

HILTON GARDEN INN HANOVER LEBANON 
Brand new hotel and event center near Dartmouth.

HGILebanon.com, (603) 448-3300. 

THE NEW LONDON INN
Historic Main Street charm in the beautiful 

Dartmouth Lake Sunapee region, we capture the 
spirit of yesterday with the luxuries of today. Our 

inn-house fine dining restaurant, The Coach 
House, along with our beautifully renovated tavern 

and charming 23 guest rooms are minutes from 
year-round events and venues. Complimentary 
breakfast, flat-screens, wi-fi, pet-friendly rooms, 

private parking lot, Jacuzzi suites.  
(603) 526-2791; thenewlondoninn.com. 

THE LYME INN
The Lyme Inn has welcomed travelers to the  

Upper Valley for over 200 years. Just minutes from 
Dartmouth College, our 9 guest rooms and 5 suites 
reflect a careful harmony between historic elegance 
and contemporary luxury. Our restaurant tantalizes 

your palate, while our warmth and hospitality 
invite you to return. 1 Market Street, Lyme NH;  

(603) 795-4824; www.thelymeinn.com.

COURTYARD BY MARRIOTT 
HANOVER/LEBANON 

Located just minutes from Dartmouth College. 
Shuttle service, high-speed Internet, fitness center, 

breakfast café and dinner menu.  
10 Morgan Drive, Lebanon, NH;  

(603) 643-5600;  
www.courtyard-hanoverlebanon.com. 

KILLINGTON TIMESHARES
Enjoy a weeklong ski vacation at a Killington 

timeshare resort located just under an hour from 
Dartmouth College! Rental rates start at  

$103/night, units also available to buy for 
affordable annual trips.  

www.sellmytimesharenow.com/destinations/
killington-timeshare.

THE SUNSET MOTOR INN
Serene. Most rooms have river view. Cable, Wi-Fi, 
a/c, free local calls, continental breakfast. AAA.  

Two miles south on Main Street (Route 10);  
(603) 298-8721. 

THE NORWICH INN
Experience historic New England charm just  
1.5 miles across the river from Dartmouth.  

The Inn features 40 rooms and Jasper Murdock’s  
Alehouse Restaurant & Microbrewery offering a 

variety of ales, hand-crafted on site. All free:  
Parking, Wi-Fi and Fitness Center.  

325 Main Street, Norwich, VT 05055;   
(802) 649-1143; www.norwichinn.com. 

RESIDENCE INN BY MARRIOTT
The preferred all-suite hotel in the Upper  

Valley. Easy access off I-89 and just 3 miles from 
Dartmouth College with shuttle service to campus. 
Complimentary breakfast buffet. Guest access to the 

River Valley Club and a pet-friendly hotel.   
(603) 643-4511;  

www.residenceinn.com/lebri.

ELEMENT HANOVER-LEBANON
Discover the Upper Valley from the comfort of 

Element Hanover-Lebanon. Our open-flow guest 
rooms meet all your needs with the signature 

Heavenly Bed and fully equipped kitchens.  
State-of-the-art fitness center and healthy food  

options help you be at your best.  
260 Route 120, Lebanon, NH 03766. 

(603) 448-5000;  
www.elementhanoverlebanon.com.

WOODSTOCK INN & RESORT
Located in idyllic Woodstock, Vermont, the  

Woodstock Inn & Resort defines country sophistica-
tion in one of New England’s most charming and 

popular year-round vacation destinations. The 
142-room, AAA Four Diamond Resort and member 
of Preferred Hotels & Resorts, offers award-winning 
dining in two restaurants, a Robert Trent Jones Sr. 
18-hole golf course, Suicide Six Family Ski Resort, 
Athletic Club and a LEED-certified Spa, creating a 

luxury resort getaway.  
(844) 545-4178;  

www.woodstockinn.com. 

506 ON THE RIVER INN
Minutes from Woodstock Village, this award-

winning boutique is recognized for its beautiful 
balance of casual elegance and rustic charm. The 
45-room & suite hotel offers a country breakfast, 
indoor pool, hot tub & sauna, game rooms, spa-
cious grounds, as well as the 506 Bistro & Bar, 

serving a locally inspired & seasonal menu, and 
selection of microbrews and crafted cocktails. 
1653 West Woodstock Road, Woodstock, VT; 

(802) 457-5000;  
www.ontheriverwoodstock.com.

ENFIELD SHAKER MUSEUM
Stay in an 1841 Shaker dwelling house, 20 minutes 

from Hanover. Included: private bath, free WiFi, 
Museum admission.  

(603) 632-4346;  
events@shakermuseum.org.

LOCH LYME LODGE
Rustic cabins with fireplaces, 1-3 bedrooms,  

on Post Pond. 10 miles north of Dartmouth on 
Route 10. Seasonal restaurant using fresh  

local ingredients. Perfect for family  
vacations/reunions/weddings.

(603) 795-2141;  
www.lochlymelodge.com.

of a visionary to produce inspiring and relevant 
programming that advances the glass community. 
For the past four years Benjamin held the posi-
tion of director of education at Urban Glass in 
Brooklyn, New York.

Chris Ott wrote that last year he left the U.S. 
Department of Justice after a long stretch pros-
ecuting white collar and cybercrimes. He is now 

in private practice—retained to solve problems 
stemming from the intersection of human fal-
libility with new technologies, such as artificial 
intelligence, cryptocurrency, and ransomware. 
Chris appreciates the challenge of helping com-
panies avoid problems, rather than his former 
prosecutorial role of evaluating damages from 
those problems. Chris encouraged classmates 

to drop him a line. He recently managed to see 
Dominic Lanza and Jeremy Donaldson.

I am consistently amazed by the breadth 
and uniqueness of my classmates’ experiences. 
Please continue to keep me updated—I love hear-
ing from you.
—Gabe Galletti, 4000 Utah Ave, Nashville, TN 
37209; galletti@gmail.com 
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big sister Adalynn, and the family is doing well 
in Long Beach, California.

Vicki Allen joined alums spanning decades 
in San Luis, Costa Rica, to build a timber-frame 
casita along the Sendero Pacifico (Trail to the Pa-
cific). The trail is roughly 50-percent complete, 
connecting the eco-tourism mecca of Monte-
verde with other small towns and the Pacific 
coast. Many in the group had Dartmouth connec-
tions, and alumni included Arlo Frost ’78, David 
Hooke ’84 (Vermont Timberhomes), Gerben 
Scherpbier ’14, Henry Frost ’15, and Andrew 
Pillsbury ’15. Vicki resides in Flagstaff, Arizona, 
and welcomes visitors. She hopes to build some-
thing similar some day at home.

Jean Polfus was recently featured in Nature, 
an international journal of science. Jean is a 
postdoctoral fellow at Trent University in Pe-
terborough, Canada. She studies the distribution 
and spatial organization of caribou (or reindeer) 
populations in the Sahtú region of the Northwest 
Territories. In the article, she explains how she 
collaborates with members of the Dene Indig-
enous community, and how their insights benefit 
her research.

Thanks to everyone who shared news for 
this update. To see photos with these updates, 
visit our class website to see the Class Notes 
online at 2006.dartmouth.org/classnotes. Have 
a great summer, and I look forward to hearing 
from you again soon!
—Cindy Tsai, Synchrony Financial, 222 W Adams 
St., 27th Floor, Chicago, IL 60606; cindaaay@
gmail.com

07 Did you know that a few lucky ’07s 
have stepped behind the curtain and 
are staff and faculty of the College?

This past winter Lisa Caldeira joined Cathe-
rine Lacey on staff at the College. Lisa is assistant 
director of communities in alumni relations and 
Catherine is managing director of special gifts 
in the office of leadership giving. Avni Shah has 
also returned to campus as a visiting assistant 
professor at Tuck. They can report that Hanover 
is still quaint and winter still lasts forever, so 
they have taken to dominating at trivia at Salt 
Hill Pub and eating their way around the Up-
per Valley. Three-dollar Molly’s margs for life!
—Jaime Padgett, 1837 W. Patterson Ave, #109, 
Chicago, IL 60613; dartmouth2007s@gmail.com

08 Daniel Weisman is moving back to 
Boston with his wife, Ashley, and 
son Jonah. He’s continuing to work 

for Ministry of Supply and is looking for mu-
sicians in Boston to form a small alt-classical 
ensemble.

Elliott Dial is starting classes for his master’s 
in history, while teaching and coaching at the 
Loomis Chaffee School. He lives in Windsor, 
Connecticut, with his fiancée and their Bernese 
Mountain Dog.

Corinne Foster took her love of great coffee 
to her hometown, Lander, Wyoming, where she 
bought a coffee shop called Lander Coffee Co. 
Stop by for a cup!

Josh Turnbull finished his first year at Pitt 
Law. He earned a scholarship from the Pitt Law 

Legal Income Sharing Foundation to intern with 
the Allegheny County (Pennsylvania) Office of 
the Public Defender this summer.

On the baby front, Megan (Strout) Maher’s 
second child, Eleanor “Nell” Emerson Maher, 
was born on April 2 in St. Louis, Missouri. And 
Nick Ortiz and Emi Ito Ortiz welcomed twins in 
December 2018—Lucas Yoshiki Ortiz and Arielle 
Mina Ortiz.
—Chris Barth, 315 14th Ave. NE, Minneapolis, MN 
55413; (609) 405-9153; cbarthrun@gmail.com

09 Straight into the news! Rebecca Ar-
mistead and her husband, Joseph, 
are expecting their first little one 

any day now. She started a new role at HubSpot 
as a business systems analyst but has taken a 
step back as she is on maternity leave for the 
next seven months. The year 2019 has seen them 
move to a new house in Dublin, Ireland, and both 
have been promoted into new roles. Rich Cum-
mings married Michele McCauley, whom he met 
in N.Y.C., in June in Nantucket, Massachusetts. 
Ruslan “DJ Ruckus” Tolbulatov spun and Andrew 
Dete officiated while Tony Bates and Taylor Bab-
cock were groomsmen. Malcolm Freberg, Alex 
Rapp, Josh Speicher, Phil Galligan, Erik Estabrook, 
Alex Nomitch, Annie Rittgers, Bridget Diprisco, Ravi 
Segal, and Nate Servis attended, along with Matt 
Dratch ’08, Joe Battaglia ’08, Michael O’Flynn 
’91, and Phil Lee ’01. After spending the past year 
independently developing online educational 
interactives, Tom Kern will be starting in the fall 
as an assistant professor in math at Landmark 
College in Vermont. Carmen Kilpatrick graduated 
from medical school at Brown and is moving to 
San Francisco to start a psychiatry residency at 
the University of California, San Francisco, this 
summer. Anne Megargel and her husband, Matt, 
had a baby, a girl! Tilghman “Tillie” Virginia 
Arnold was born on January 4. She weighed 7 
pounds, 8 ounces and was 19 inches long. John 
Storella ’77 wrote to share that, “the class of 1977 
commissioned your classmate, Will Raymer, to 
compose a choral work in celebration of Dart-
mouth’s 250th anniversary. Will’s composition, 
‘Lone Pine Prayer,’ will be premiered by the Aires 
and the Decibelles at the Alumni Council meet-
ing on May 16 at 5:45 p.m. in Hanover.” Molly Roy 
and her boyfriend will be moving to Brussels, 
Belgium, in June! After working at the U.S. De-
partment of Energy in D.C. for seven years, they 
are going to head overseas, probably for a year 
or two, and just see how it goes. If any alums 
are passing through, let her know if you want to 
grab some fries or a beer! Gabrielle Santa-Donato 
shared that two years ago she jump-started and 
currently runs a program out of Stanford called 
the Life Design Studio—a training program and 
community bringing life design (how you can 
creatively and intentionally design your future) 
to universities around the world. After this June 
they will have trained more than 125 univer-
sities globally. Dartmouth was one of the first 
14 to come to the training! Natalie Todd-Zebell 
graduated with an M.D./M.P.H. and is moving 
with her husband and daughter to Phoenix in 
June to start a residency in pediatrics. They’re 
looking forward to meeting lots of new people 

there (especially others with 2-year-olds). Julia 
Tse moved from Boston to the San Francisco Bay 
Area to continue her career in family medicine 
and looks forward to reconnecting with Dart-
mouth alumni there!
—Liz (Doolittle) Kahane, 7 Chatmoss Road, 
Henderson, NV 89052; (617) 909-7669; 
elizabeth.d.kahane@gmail.com

10 Quick notes this time around!
T.J. Galiardi, along with his compa-

ny, Beyond Food, has created a patent-
pending sustainable technology that drastically 
reduces food waste at the grocer level. They are 
launching their first Zero Waste Pod with a Ca-
nadian grocer this summer and will be upcycling 
fruits and vegetables across the country.

Janel diBiccari updated us on what she’s up 
to: She has been living in Brooklyn for the last 
seven years and has been working as a software 
engineer at Kickstarter for the last three years.

Allie (Rodman) Reens had a baby on March 6. 
Her name is Anna Elizabeth. Congratulations!

Eric Schwager moved to L.A. to leave behind 
the world of union camerawork and focus on 
directing and writing. He also just got engaged!

Jake Routhier’s joke update: “I’m excited to 
let you know that our dear friend and classmate 
Willa Johann is releasing her first book of essays 
about her life of self-imposed monogamy with 
our classmate Tyler Quinn. It’s titled All I Do is 
Quinn. No Matter What. I’m asking Willa and 
Tyler for their nonfiction updates—stay tuned.”
—Jennifer Chong, 7A Marine View, 19 Middle 
Lane, Discovery Bay, Lantau, Hong Kong; jen-
niferashley chong@gmail.com

11 Class VP Brandon Aiono here, filling 
in for this issue. I was on campus in 
March for the Granite Challenge, 

reaching out to several of you alongside seven 
other ’11s who made the trek up to Hanover 
for the weekend. Also in attendance were the 
following.

Caroline Ward is currently working at a start-
up based out of Providence, Rhode Island, where 
she manages support and security operations. 

Evan Lambert is writing fulltime for the 
Buzzfeed-lite site Topix.com and performing 
in a monthly show in N.Y.C. called the Improvised 
Real Housewives Episode (a metro New York 
critics’ pick)! 

Ryan Speers lives in Washington, D.C., and 
is focusing on running his security consulting 
business (River Loop Security) along with Ricky 
Melgares, while working on a product startup 
focused on firmware security (Pilot Security). 

James Khun also lives in D.C. and works as 
a quantitative analyst for an applied research 
firm. When not running regression models, he’s 
embracing entering his 30s by curating his new-
found obsession with houseplants. 

Tina Alexander is living it up in Austin, Tex-
as, and just closed out her first year of graduate 
school, earning a master’s in social work at the 
University of Texas. She occasionally meets up 
with Chris Alexander, her twin brother, who feeds 
her now that she’s a broke student again.

Zach Blatt is living out his dream this sum-
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THE WOODSTOCK INN & RESORT
Farm-fresh cuisine, carefully harvested ingre-

dients and regional recipes inspire the seasonal 
menus at the Woodstock Inn & Resort’s distinct 

restaurants. The talented culinary team prepares 
creative entrées and innovative cocktails, resulting 
in exceptional Northeastern cuisine that showcases 

the essence of Vermont. Call (844) 545-4178  
or visit www.woodstockinn.com. 

LATHAM HOUSE TAVERN AT DOWDS’ 
COUNTRY INN

The Tavern hosts a rustic atmosphere with a 
seasonal menu featuring local ingredients, 

tavern-inspired cocktails, and 18 draft beers on tap 
featuring the best craft beer from NH and abroad. 
Just minutes north of Hanover on Route 10. Visit 

our website for full menu and hours. 
“Good Food. Good Beer. Good Times.”  

9 Main Street, Lyme, NH 03768. (603) 795-9995.  
www.lathamhousetavern.com.  
www.dowdscountryinn.com.

RAMUNTO’S BRICK & BREW
Hanover’s only real New York pizza, featuring  
traditional, Sicilian and brick-oven specialty  

pizzas, salads, subs, calzones, the biggest  
beer in town and much more. 
Casual atmosphere, deliveries. 

Open ’til midnight 7 days. 
9 East South Street, Hanover;  

(603) 643-9500.

 SIMON PEARCE RESTAURANT  
& NEW BAR

Award-winning, farm-to-table restaurant  
overlooking the Ottauquechee River. Sip a hand-
crafted cocktail, watch our master glassblowers  

and find the perfect gift. Open daily.  
(802) 295-1470; SimonPearce.com.
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HANOVER COUNTRY CLUB PRO SHOP
Get your golfing gear with the Dartmouth  

College logo. The Pro Shop has a wide variety of 
shirts, jackets, umbrellas and golfing equipment. 

Need something special? We do special orders!   
 (603) 646-2000;  www.golf.Dartmouth.edu.
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son Peter Adams Jerez, on July 27, 2018. I met 
Peter up in Hanover in March and he’s adorable! 
Congrats, Jovany and Olivia.

John Burr shared that his film, Muse, pre-
miers in May in theaters! What an achievement, 
John!

Finally, I caught up with Meredith (Schwartz) 
Beuchaw in April in D.C. as she and her family 
were in town for spring break. We got our old-
est children (Sabrina and Bridget) together so 
they’d have a familiar face at reunion this sum-
mer. As always, if any ‘03s are passing through 
D.C., please reach out to reconnect (or connect 
for the first time).

Please submit any news to the email below. 
—Megan (Riley) Kenney, 3408 Quebec St. NW, 
Washington, DC 20016; dartmouth2003notes@
gmail.com

04 I hope everyone who attended had 
an amazing time at our 15th-year re-
union. If you are like me and couldn’t 

make it back to Hanover, then 2024 is just around 
the corner!

Here are a few updates from members of 
the class of 2004.

Brian Henthorn married Sara Ciaburri in 
Somerville, Massachusetts, on March 23. It 
was a wonderful party, and there was a great 
Dartmouth contingent in attendance! Here’s the 
list of Dartmouth attendees: Keith Dennis ’03, 
Evan Grauer ’03, David Pereira ’03, Chris Rubi-
nate ’03, Andrew Wilkins ’03, Andreas Albeck, 
Luis Carrio, Andrew Edwards, Scott Gilbert, Alex 
Lankowski, Sergey Polissar, Brian Ross, Nela Suka, 
Ruby Jong ’06, Erik Marquez ’06, and Chris Fiore 
’07. Congratulations, Brian and Sara!

Erik Dambach has relocated to Seattle. He 
has returned to working for Blue Origin, where 
he previously interned following our gradua-
tion in 2004.

Meghan Fitzgerald and her husband, James 
Huggins ’06, are buying their first home, a condo 
in Bethesda, Maryland! Meghan is the line de-
veloper for Changeling: The Lost 2e from Onyx 
Path Publishing. Anyone who wants to check 
out her tabletop game design and writing work 
can search Meghan’s name on drivethrurpg.com.

Allison (Zeilinger) Greason and her husband, 
Taylor, welcomed a baby boy, Charlie, into this 
world on October 24, 2018.  

Fenton McCarthy and his wife, Ann, wel-
comed a new addition to the family, Foster, in 
July. Ann recently started a pediatric functional 
medicine practice in the Albuquerque-Santa Fe, 
New Mexico, area, and Fenton started a new job 
as a cardiothoracic surgeon with the Lovelace 
Heart Hospital of New Mexico.
—Cliff Campbell, 10001 Venice Blvd., Apt. 215, Los 
Angeles, CA 90034; cliff.campbell@gmail.com

05 It was great to see so many of you in 
Hanover for reunion. Many thanks to 
the entire reunion committee, par-

ticularly our 15th reunion chair, Victoria Corder, 
and treasurer, Kyle Polite. Well done guys! The 
next DAM issue should have good updates and 
scoop for the entire class, so stay tuned for a more 
meaningful update later this summer.

Congratulations are in order (again) for 
Becca Heller, as the College recently named her 
an honorary degree recipient. A doctorate of 
humane letters was given to her in June as a 
result of her work with International Refugee 
Assistance Project (IRAP), an organization 
she cofounded and stewards today as executive 
director.

Babies haven’t stopped in 2019. Kelly (Thom-
ason) and Mike Self had baby boy Owen in Feb-
ruary, and he joins big sister Emma in the new 
Self party of four. I’m sure there are many others 
just waiting for their parents to write in and an-
nounce their arrival.

Look forward to more news from all of you 
soon. Enjoy the summer!
—Matt Nicholson, 5308 Yorktown Road, Bethesda, 
MD 20816; mtnicholson3@gmail.com

06 Hi, ’06s.
It was great to hear from every-

one and catch up for this column. 
There were many ’06 reunions around the coun-
try. In March Joe Boswell met up with Rich Walton 
and Nick Stork in Pittsburgh. The boys had a great 
time catching up over dinner. 

A tremendous crew of ’06s gathered to cel-
ebrate the 35th birthday of Will Pierce in Roslyn, 
New York, on April 6. The gang included Crawford 
Arnold, Jamie Coffin, Brad Heritage, Alec Hufnagel, 
Andrew Mayer, Mike Reiss, and Alex Tonelli. A few 
(too many) games of pong were played and lots 
of reminiscing took place over their time in the 
north.

Matthew Schwartz and Adamah Cole spent the 
weekend of April 12-14 back on campus for the 
72nd Dartmouth Aires reunion and sang on the 
steps of Dartmouth Hall with a group of nearly 
75 alumni. President Hanlon and hundreds of 
Dartmouth students watched from the lawn and 
the Green as voices echoed throughout the cam-
pus on a gorgeous spring afternoon. Matt also 
recently got engaged to David Estrada (Cornell 
’06) and they are set to be married in the sum-
mer of 2020. 

Mike Rabil currently serves as cofounder and 
CEO of Premier Lacrosse League (PLL). The 
inaugural season kicks off on June 1 as the PLL 
tours major North American cities during 14 
weeks. Catch the games on various platforms 
of the NBC Sports Group this summer. You can 
also email Mike (mr@premierlacrosseleague.
com) if you want to catch a game in person, as 
discounted tickets will be available for all Dart-
mouth alumni.

In baby news, Anthony Gargiulo and his wife, 
Rachel, welcomed their second child, son Domi-
nic Peter Gargiulo, in January. Dominic joins his 
big brother, Lucas, who welcomed his brother 
with open arms and has been helping out with 
diapers and eating. 

Libby (Hadzima) Perkins and her husband, 
Alex, welcomed Josephine “Josie” Mica Per-
kins in February and are having a blast getting to 
know her. Libby continues to work at Cooley LLP 
in its emerging companies practice representing 
startup companies in San Francisco.

Justin Blesy and Julia Drury welcomed their 
son, Sullivan Henry Blesy, in April. Sullivan joins 



J U L Y / A U G U S T  2 0 1 9   89

C L A S S  N O T E S     

88 D A R T M O U T H  A L U M N I  M A G A Z I N E

2 0 1 3 - 2 0 1 7

mer, driving all the way from his home in New 
Hampshire to Lake Tahoe, California, and, he 
hopes, down the coastline in July. The trip will 
roughly follow I-80 and should include plenty 
of baseball games and national parks (Zach has 
only been to two).

Delfina Gonzalez is starting her eighth year 
living in the Boston area. When she’s not busy 
torturing her boyfriend with Dartmouth stories, 
the two enjoy salsa dancing, eating out, and play-
ing board games with friends. In addition to cur-
rently working in clinical operations managing 
clinical studies, Delfina continues to serve as our 
class representative to the Alumni Council, so be 
sure to send her any comments, questions, and 
concerns that you have about the College before 
the next session meets in October! 

Thanks to everyone who answered our calls 
during the Camp Granite weekend, and be aware 
that there’s a new Dartmouth College Fund chal-
lenge that’s just begun. Each class that reaches 
45-percent participation this year will have a 
$100,000 financial aid endowment created in its 
name (one that lasts forever)! For current stand-
ings, check here: www.dartgo.org/d11challenge.

Two additional updates through the 
mailbag.

First, William Aubin saved up all his major 
post-graduation life accomplishments thus far 
into the past year. Not only was he married to 
Hayley Tran in June 2018—celebrating with 
Mateusz Grudzien, Brandon Floch, Nick and Priya 
(Rajgopal) Rolfes, John Roland, John Underwood, 
David Friedman, Ryan Murphy ’09, Brendan Ma-
honey ’12, and Ryan Tincher ’12—he also just 
completed his M.B.A. at University of Chicago 
in June and started a job at AveXis, a biotech 
company, in May. But the highlight of the year is 
welcoming his first child, Calvin Tran Aubin, into 
the world at the end of August. He’d love to have 
more Dartmouth alums come visit, so if you’re 
ever swinging through Chicago, let him know!

Finally, Thomas Tao moved to L.A. with his 
girlfriend, Julie Fiveash ’13, for a new position 
as a senior producer at Marvel, where he’ll be 
handling its Asia partnerships for video games. 
He hopes to acquire a lot of Marvel swag, and I 
hope he can tell me what’s next for the Avengers.
—Hillary S. Cheng, 16013 Legacy Road, Unit 304, Tu-
stin CA 92782; (603) 546-8452; hillary.s.cheng@
dartmouth.edu

13 Hello, ’13s!  I hope this finds you doing 
well and enjoying the peak of summer 
in a location slightly less swampy than 

my current residence in Washington, D.C. We 
have lots of class news this edition, so let’s get to it. 

You may have seen this a few months back, 
but this was the year that many of our aspiring 
doctors were matched to their residencies! Gaby 
Sauza matched at University of Washington, Se-
attle Children’s for pediatrics residency. Jennifer 
O’Donnell is moving to San Francisco to start her 
orthopedic surgery residency. Cecil Qiu is moving 
to Baltimore this summer to start residency at 
Johns Hopkins in plastic and reconstructive 
surgery. Nerina DiSomma graduated from Uni-
versity of Illinois College of Medicine at Peoria 
this year and will be moving to Indianapolis 

for her interventional radiology residency at 
Indiana University. Shanterian King also gradu-
ated from medical school and matched to the 
Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minnesota, for her 
physical medicine and rehabilitation residency. 
Elizabeth Hoffman is graduating this June from 
Dartmouth’s Geisel School of Medicine, along 
with fellow ’13s Meghan Bunnell, Stephanie Castillo, 
and Brendin Beaulieu-Jones. A huge congratula-
tions to all of you and the many more that will 
be transitioning to residency! Everyone wrote in 
that they are looking forward to spending time 
with Dartmouth friends in new places, so we 
can’t wait to get updates in the future. 

We also have a few marriages and moves to 
celebrate! Sarah Aronson Fischell wrote in that she 
and her husband, Evan Fischell, were married 
last year in Baltimore and celebrated their one-
year anniversary on May 5—congratulations on 
one of many more to come! Clau Becerra and her 
husband, Matt Weiss ’06, DMS ’12, are excited 
to move to Missoula, Montana, this summer and 
are looking forward to making local friends that 
will help them explore Big Sky country. Courtnie 
Bolden got married in Lake Tahoe, California, 
last summer and will be in Martha’s Vineyard, 
Massachusetts, this summer with her husband 
and hopes to see some Dartmouth friends. Be-
fore that, she’ll be interning with a judge at the 
3rd Circuit federal appellate court in Newark, 
New Jersey. 

Finally, as always, we have classmates doing 
neat things that never fail to astound me. Dani-
elle Jellerette participated in Annapolis Opera’s 
spring production of Carmen, her first opera 
performance, and will be attending the Wharton 
School at the University of Pennsylvania in the 
fall to get her M.B.A. Sara Stone is continuing to 
pursue professional sailing and has been racing 
all over the United States and Caribbean this 
winter. This summer she is residing in New-
port, Rhode Island, and would love to catch up 
with anyone in the area. After graduating from 
Harvard Business School, Brittany Yoon, moved 
to San Francisco last summer and joined Ethos, 
a life insurance startup. She was the 13th em-
ployee and they are already at 55; Jessica Yu 
’14 and a recent ’19 grad are among their ranks, 
as well as investor Nate Niparko ’09. They are 
looking to continue growing their Dartmouth 
contingent! Matt Sturm is living his best artist life 
in Washington, D.C., where he just curated an art 
exhibition of 14 artists, up through June 14, as 
part of May Is All About Trans, a community-led 
month of events celebrating transgender com-
munity and culture. His own art will be featured 
in a two-person gallery show, also in Washington, 
D.C., up June 2-30. Reach out to him if you’d like 
to see either show!

Thank you all for sharing your life updates 
with the class and hope everyone has a great 
summer!
—Aly Perez, 104 Ivy Drive, Apt. 8, Charlottesville, 
VA 22903; alyp625@gmail.com

14 Hello, ’14s! I hope you’re well and 
enjoying the summer so far. It was 
lovely to see you all who attended our 

reunion early this month, and I hope everyone 

had a blast! I always love going back to Hanover; 
that feeling of first walking back onto campus 
is unlike anything else. It definitely feels like a 
homecoming. It was lovely reconnecting with 
many of you, and I hope to see you all at various 
events in the future elsewhere! For those of you 
who were unable to attend, we hope you’ll be able 
to come to the 10-year; time surely will fly, as it 
always does. And now, to the news!

Aaron McGee will obtain his M.B.A. upon 
graduating from Wharton this year. Although 
he wasn’t able to make the Dartmouth class of 
2014 five-year reunion (super disappointed, by 
the way), he was thinking of his classmates from 
Europe, where he will be completing an M.B.A. 
exchange program at INSEAD’s Fontainebleau, 
France, campus. Anyone should feel free to look 
him up in Europe this summer or in New York 
City, where he will be returning to work in man-
agement consulting, starting this fall!

Anna Winham wrote in to update us on her 
two roles. “As the director of corporate relations 
at DHP, I organize art fairs in Miami and Bar-
bados with a focus on underserved genres. In 
particular, I manage our sponsorships, venues, 
marketing, and contracts. As the director of 
marketing at Biblionasium, an education-tech 
startup that has been dubbed ‘the GoodReads 
for kids,’ I manage our publisher advertising 
relationships as well as our digital marketing 
strategy.”

Deborah Yeoh-Wang was promoted to a prod-
uct strategy manager, unified membership expe-
rience, on the digital experience and platforms 
team at American Express. Her team focuses 
on ensuring that commercial customers have a 
streamlined and uniform experience using its 
products. She also recently visited Reykjavik, 
Iceland, with fellow ’14 Semarley Jarrett.

Emily Jordan reports, “I recently started my 
M.B.A. in international business at the Univer-
sity of Colorado Denver, and I am loving it so 
far. I also just kicked off my fourth season of 
road racing. My last season was cut short for hip 
surgery last summer, so it feels great to be back 
to training and racing full time!”

Mike Zhu also sent in an update: “I have been 
living in Boston since graduation with two Dart-
mouth alums (Anoush Arakelian and Amrita San-
kar ’12) and recently started a new job at Bain 
as a consultant. Since graduation I’ve remained 
connected to the Upper Valley, often visiting my 
girlfriend, Abiah Pritchard ’17, who is in her first 
year at Geisel, and our new dog Frankie.”

Thank you to everyone who emailed in and 
have a lovely rest of the summer!
—Jessica Womack, 223 Madison Ave., Box E, Fort 
Washington, PA 19034; jrwomack1991@gmail.
com

15 Class Notes this month are full of 
happy engagements and exciting ac-
complishments. Thank you to all who 

shared their news for this issue! 
From playing pong in onesies and dancing 

on tables at pop-punk to new adventures in Cali-
fornia with their dogs Zeus and Zoe, Brett Szala-
pski and Kirsten Seagers have been together for 
four and a half years. Brett proposed to Kirsten 

at their favorite winery in Napa, California, and 
they look forward to celebrating with many 
friends and family from Dartmouth. 

Leandra “Lee” Pilar Barrett happily shared 
that she recently got engaged to Estela Diaz, 
Princeton ’14! Estela popped the question with 
the help of Lee’s favorite band, the all-women’s 
mariachi group Flor de Toloache. Though both 
had participated in Ivy-Q, Mellon Mays under-
graduate fellowships, and Ivy-Latinx organizing, 
Lee and Estela did not meet until they were both 
sent to Texas for an inter-Ivy recruitment trip 
while both worked as admissions officers for 
their respective alma maters. The two now live 
in New York City, where Estela is a doctoral can-
didate in sociology at Columbia University and 
Lee is a doctoral student in American studies at 
New York University.

Blake Osborn and Wills Russell met in a frater-
nity basement at Dartmouth and got engaged on 
March 15 in Big Sur, California. Wills proposed 
during a hike on top of a mountain. They both live 
in San Francisco and are excited about adopting 
their first dog and getting married in Austin, 
Texas, in 2020.

Sarah Byrne will be marrying Robin Overing 
’16 in Woodstock, Vermont, this July.

Talia Shoshany and Josh Schoenbart ’16 met 
at a Friday night dinner at Chabad during winter 
2014, when Talia was a junior and Josh was a 
sophomore. Naturally, they had their first date 
over Lou’s brunch, and they enjoyed the next 
year and a half at Dartmouth together. They cur-
rently live together in Boston and got engaged in 
December while on a trip to Paris and London. 
They will be getting married next summer. 

Katelyn Wong will be graduating from medi-
cal school at the University of Connecticut in 
May and will be starting a pediatrics residency 
at Yale in June. 
—Samantha Webster, 665 Washington St., Apt. 711, 
Boston, MA 02111; (484) 356-3678; samwweb15@
gmail.com

16 Hi, ’16s! 
Hope you all are having a great 

summer! 
Just one quick update: Evelyn Fernandez 

graduated with an M.A. in Hispanic linguistics 
from the University of New Mexico and will be 
starting a Ph.D. in linguistics at Stanford Uni-
versity this fall.

Thanks for reading. Feel free to email me 
with any and all updates! 
—Feyaad Allie, 212 Pine Hill Court, Apt. 103, Stan-
ford, CA 94305; feyaad.allie@gmail.com

17 Hello, ’17s, and happy summer! Today 
I’m talking about the outstanding Oscar 
Ruben Cornejo Casares!

Oscar is pursuing his Ph.D. at Northwestern 
University, where he is examining the intersec-
tion of immigration, race, gender, and social 
movements. Oscar wrote his undergraduate 
thesis on undocumented immigrants in Atlanta, 
and he carried his lingering questions from this 
study to his Ph.D. in Evanston, Illinois. He argues 
that the status and experience of undocumented 
immigrants are racialized; for example, Lati-
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Marin writes that one of the things she loved 
about MALS was that it was a space where she 
could feel free to use her mind in the interdisci-
plinary way the program is known for. She feels 
the program’s influence on her is definitely ap-
parent in her memoir as she blends psychol-
ogy, neuroscience, philosophy, ecology and art 
criticism. 

The second new book also out this spring 
is by Saul Lelchuk (MALS’08) and is perfect for 
your summer beach reading. Saul intends to fol-
low Save Me From Dangerous Men with a series 
starring his protagonist, Nikki Griffin, so it’s 
time to get started. Nikki runs a used bookstore, 
hence her literary knowledge, and also works 
as a private investigator from her office above 
the store. In Saul’s words, “I wanted a charac-
ter who is larger than life in some ways—able 
to dish out punishment to those who deserve 
it—but also susceptible to the same fears that 
probably most of us have felt.” Saul mentions 
he was pleased that some readers have liked the 
fact that Nikki doesn’t have to trade emotion, 
especially empathy, for toughness. That was a 
large part of how he envisioned her. He adds, “I 
hate the notion that toughness needs to mean 
cold-heartedness or aloofness.”

According to the Kirkus review of his book, 
“Nikki’s fight scenes are satisfying, clever, and 
exciting. Bookworms will love the references 
to classic novels, and Lelchuk winks at Nikki’s 
similarities to a certain well-known literary 
vigilante. A timely and totally badass debut.”

Saul also feels that the MALS program really 
shaped him as a writer. By the time he graduated, 
he not only knew he wanted to write fiction, but 
also that he had grown and developed as a writer. 
He currently teaches creative writing as a visit-
ing lecturer in the MALS summer term and feels 
very fortunate to remain a part of it. 
—Jane Welsh, 175 Greensboro Road, Hanover, 
NH 03755; (603)643-3789; m.jane.welsh.gr@
dartmouth.edu 

Clubs &
Groups
As is tradition, many Dartmouth clubs and 
groups welcomed newly admitted Dartmouth 
students in their regions this spring.

Stephanie Welsch Lewin ’88 reported that on 
April 5 almost 100 people gathered in suburban 
D.C. to welcome newly admitted students from 
D.C., Maryland, Virginia, and West Virginia to 
the class of 2023 along with their parents to the 
Dartmouth family. The event was hosted by David 
Mott ’86 and his wife, and the local district enroll-
ment directors Jean Wulff ’88, Julie Mannes ’86, 
Angela Cross Wilkins ’88, and David Hawkins ’99 
were joined by board members of the Dartmouth 
Club of Washington, D.C., at the amazing event. 
Club VP Peter Arnold ’86 welcomed the students 
and parent chair Stephanie Welsch-Lewin gave 
everyone a taste of all the wonderful things in 
store for parents and students alike at Dartmouth. 
While outside the beauty of the cherry blossoms 

were dominating D.C., the love of Dartmouth fam-
ily was clearly the beauty on the inside. 

The Dartmouth Alumni Club of Hawaii held 
its annual admit party on April 14 at the home 
of Howard Hodel ’75 and Patty Chan (parents of 
William ’15, Th’16, and Lindsey ’19). Up to 50 alumni 
and guests typically attend, with around five to 
six admits and their families. It’s always a great 
opportunity to share memories and get the admit-
ted students excited about Dartmouth.

The Dartmouth Alumni Club of Maryland had a 
terrific turnout for the admitted students party 
on April 7 hosted by Ellen and Jeff Spokes (par-
ents of Isaac Spokes ’22). The club was fortunate 
this year to welcome Dartmouth financial aid 
officer Christen O’Connor ’87, a special guest from 
Hanover! Also in attendance were Norman Buchs-
baum ’63, Conni Bright Gordon ’77, Stefani Graddy ’01, 
Sonya Kannam (mother of Peter Kannam ’22), Alex 
Otero ’04, Rob Patterson ’85, Kristin Smith ’92, Dave 
Stephens ’75, Caroline McKeldin Wayner ’88, Mary 
and Stan White (parents of Cameron White ’19), 
and many admitted students and their families. It 
was both enjoyable and informative for everyone. 

Shiv Chadha ’17 reported that the Dartmouth 
Club of the United Kingdom held an annual BBQ 
for accepted students in April.

Kim Buresh ’90 shared that Dartmouth Club of 
Los Angeles hosted its admitted students event 
on April 7 at the home of Lisa and Richard Petty 
’97. On the gorgeous sunny southern California 
day, 43 admitted students, as well as their fami-
lies, learned about Dartmouth from director of 
financial aid Dino Koff, senior associate direc-
tor of admissions Jenni Gargano ’14, and 25 local 
alums who helped show these students what the 
Dartmouth family means and what a difference 
it makes. 

The Dartmouth Club of Suburban New Jersey 
reported that nearly 30 newly admitted members 
of the class of 2023 gathered April 10 to meet 
alums, current students, friends, and family as 
they were making the big decision. Big rouse 
to Bernardine Wu ’90, who helped organize and 
hosted, plus fellow organizers Andy Thompson 
’89 and Nelli Black ’95. Attendees also enjoyed a 
presentation by Lindsay Whaley, professor of 
classics and linguistics, on his scholarship on 
Polynesia.

Earlier in the spring David Dietze ’78, club 
president, Jim Felter ’74, club VP, and Jonathan I. 
Rabinowitz ’74, treasurer and event chair, on behalf 
of the Dartmouth Club of Suburban New Jersey, wel-
comed Dave Klinges ’79 at a gathering March 27 in 
Morristown, New Jersey, to hear Dave speak on 
his experiences at the Dartmouth College Grant, 
including fly-fishing. The speaker revealed how 
he and his classmates’ friendships have grown 
deeper as their lives flow into middle age.

Alex Barnett ’07 wrote in to share that the 
Dartmouth Club of Georgia now has 11 local public 
and private schools partnering with the club to 
present the Dartmouth Alumni Club Book Award 
to students nominated by their schools. 

Tracey L. Taylor ’87 wrote in with news from 
the Dartmouth Club of Cape Cod, Massachusetts. 
On December 1 Pat and Gordon McKean ’62 hosted 
a group of 30 members at the Cape Symphony’s 
Holiday on Cape Cod Concert followed by din-

Adam Baillie observed, “Dartmouth is a fairly 
certain place; you typically know what is coming 
next, when the term ends, and when vacation 
begins. The real world doesn’t come with such 
luxuries; prepare to become comfortable with 
uncertainty.”

Andi Norman shared some very wise advice 
for all of us, “It’s okay to not know what is next. It 
is so okay to not know. And it’s okay to feel how-
ever you feel about it. But know this: Whatever is 
next—whenever it comes and wherever it takes 
you—is just the next stepping stone to your future 
success. Never be discouraged by not knowing.” 
Thank you to all who shared advice with the ’19s! 
I hope we and the ’19s all continue to carry these 
messages forward in our “real world” lives.

The class of 2018 has had an eventful spring! 
Danica Rodriguez accepted a position at the Pub-
lic Theater in its casting department and just 
finished up assisting on Shakespeare in the Park. 
She writes, “If you’re in N.Y.C., love theater, and 
want to experience summer nights in Central 
Park, check it out!”

After graduation Adam Baillie moved to Or-
lando, Florida, to work with Disney Parks and 
Resorts as a quality engineer. He was just recently 
promoted to a fulltime position with the company. 
Congratulations, Adam!

Lyam Torrens-Dodaj married her husband, 
who she met on a Dartmouth advanced language 
study abroad in Italy. She also finished her first 
semester of nursing school. Wishing you the best, 
Lyam!

As always, thanks to everyone who shared 
stories and advice for this column. I’m looking for-
ward to hearing about your wonderful summers!
—Emily Choate, 172 Commonwealth Ave., Apt. 3, 
Boston, MA 02116; (603) 305-5346; eschoate@
gmail.com

Grads
I have news of two new books written by MALS 
graduates. Both books have received a starred re-
view from Kirkus Reviews and are ready for your 
summer reading. Marin Sardy’s (MALS’07) book, 
The Edge of Every Day: Sketches of Schizophrenia, 
is a memoir following the path of schizophrenia 
that affected both her mother and brother. This 
is what surrounded and affected her life as she 
grew up. Her book is her personal experience of 
being raised by a mother who was continuously 
delusional and in denial. In Marin’s words, “I 
survived my childhood in part by staying very 
clear within myself about what I knew was real 
and what I knew was not real.” 

Her book’s Kirkus review reads: “A shape-
shifting debut memoir about a family’s coming 
to terms with schizophrenia. Essayist and critic 
Sardy delivers an extraordinary, ambitious, and 
accomplished narrative about significant chal-
lenges. She chronicles the immense difficulties 
in trying to maintain a semblance of sanity while 
both her mother and brother suffer through 
schizophrenia that they refuse to acknowledge, 
with the rest of the family in various states of 
denial as well. Both powerful and disturbing. 
An impressive debut.”

nos primarily learn that they are undocumented 
when they are children, whereas people who 
come from other countries often learn through 
life events such as getting a driver’s license, try-
ing to leave the country, or applying to college. 
What makes his study unique is the diversity 
of his interlocutors. Most studies have focused 
on individuals from Latin America and just one 
group at a time; however, Oscar interviews in-
dividuals from Mexico, Belize, Poland, Korea, 
India, Kenya, and Ghana so he can analyze the in-
tersection of race and legal status in America. In 
addition to getting his work published, he hopes 
to make sure his work is accessible to others in 
the long run and that it goes beyond the walls of 
academia. He wants to amplify voices that have 
been largely neglected or forgotten.

Although his studies take up most of his 
time, Oscar enjoys running and genealogy. He 
used to run around Occom Pond at Dartmouth, 
but now he runs out to Lake Michigan. Oscar 
became interested in genealogy after participat-
ing in the Native American studies department’s 
off-campus program in Santa Fe, New Mexico, at 
the American Institute of Indigenous Art. He was 
able to go back to the mid-1700s in some branches.
—Dorian Allen, 117 West Grant St., Apt. 123, Min-
neapolis, MN 55403; (973) 986-5988; dorallen@
comcast.net

18 Summer is here! As I write this col-
umn in April, it’s hard to believe that 
one year ago we were getting ready for 

Commencement. How did that happen? In this 
edition of our Class Notes, our class reflected on 
the advice we would have liked to have heard one 
year ago and offered advice for the ’19s as they 
prepare to graduate from Dartmouth and enter 
the wide, wide world. You all had great tips that 
I hope the ’19s will take to heart as the newest 
Dartmouth graduates.

Andrew Sun shared some advice that I cer-
tainly wish I’d thought of before graduation: 
“Wear sunscreen.” I hope the ’19s fared well in 
the sun or at least that their burns will fade into 
summery tans!

Danica Rodriguez wrote, “First and foremost, 
breathe and enjoy your last few weeks. Don’t 
stress about the future too hard, even though it’s 
very tempting. If you don’t have it all figured out 
by graduation day, that’s perfectly fine, life works 
itself out. Also take as many daytime naps as you 
can, you will miss them so much.”

Lyam Torrens-Dodaj wanted to remind the ’19s, 
“Take advantage of every last moment and every 
last opportunity that Dartmouth offers. You might 
not think much of it now, but life goes on, and 
you might never get the chance again to hike that 
mountain, take a swim in the river, or ask your 
favorite professor for advice.”

An anonymous classmate shared, “Take a 
few risks. Now is when you have the least to lose. 
The older you get, the more commitments and 
dependents you’re expected to have. Don’t have 
the regret of not trying, and build your unrealized 
potential today.” This same ’18 is striving to leave 
a mark in the areas of climate change and educa-
tion reform and urges our class and others to take 
charge on the issues that matter most.
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ner at Alberto’s in Hyannis. Many thanks to the 
McKeans for organizing this annual event! To 
kick off the new year, the Tufts Club of Cape Cod 
graciously invited the club to a brunch at the 
Doubletree Hotel in Hyannis on January 20 that 
featured professor Sung-Yoon Lee speaking on 
North Korea. Attendees reported that Professor 
Lee’s talk was very intriguing. On February 1 Todd 
Hermann ’80 and Tracey L. Taylor organized the 
viewing of a Dartmouth-Harvard men’s hockey 
game at the Portside Tavern in Hyannis. Although 
the game did not go well for Dartmouth, all en-
joyed the food and camaraderie. Finally, on March 
20 the club held a joint art and music event with 
the Yale, Cornell, and Tufts clubs of Cape Cod at 
the Addison Art Gallery in Orleans. The event 
included a short lecture, painting demonstra-
tions, music, wine, and light apps, followed by din-
ner at a local restaurant. The club is excited that 
three applicants from the Cape and islands were 
accepted to Dartmouth this year. Alumni will 
have the opportunity to meet those who will be 
matriculating at the annual dinner in June. The 
club has several other events coming up as well 
as openings on its executive committee. Please 
contact Tracey for more information. 

Bob Conway ’73 reported that the Dartmouth 
Club of Eastern New York held its first “Big Green 
Affair” (BGA) on March 8 at the City Beer Hall 
in downtown Albany. Cosponsored by the club’s 
young alumni and alumni relations, the event 
drew young alumni of all ages and their guests 
for an extended Friday happy hour with free first 
drinks and appetizers. Coincidentally mingled 
with alumni from Manhattan College (also with 
green-and-white school colors) in town for a bas-
ketball tournament, the Big Green alums discov-
ered Thomas Franks ’98, a Franciscan chaplain 
with the Manhattan group. The BGA event was 
organized by club vice president Nathan Bruschi 
’10, who is also young alumni chair.

John Bash ’67, president of the Dartmouth Club 
of Sarasota, Florida, reported that on March 15 at 
a lunch at Marina Jack, professor Donald Pease 
delivered a brilliant analysis of the Dartmouth 
College case (1819) and the oratory of Daniel 
Webster, class of 1801. Invited by Jay Davis ’54, 
Professor Pease is the Ted and Helen Geisel 
Third Century Professor in the Humanities and 
co-chair of the 250th anniversary celebration 
of the founding of Dartmouth. Bill Wellstead ’63 
invited recent admits and parents to meet Pro-
fessor Pease and learn more about the College’s 
traditions. The lunch broke attendance records 
and launched the club’s year-long celebration of 
Dartmouth’s twin anniversaries. Also, in an event 
cosponsored by the club and the class of 1963, Ed 
Mazer ’63 arranged a golf outing and dinner at the 
Rosedale Golf and Country Club in Lakewood 
Ranch, Florida. Visitors from the frosty North 
particularly enjoyed the sunny weather.

Barbara Rollins ’84 wrote in with information 
about an important event for the Dartmouth Club 
of Washington, D.C. The club will present the 
2019 Daniel Webster Award for Distinguished 
Public Service to Sen. Angus S. King Jr. ’66. The 
club is holding a reception and dinner on May 22 
at the University Club of Washington, D.C. The 
event will honor Sen. King for his public service, 

hear him talk about Dartmouth’s influence on his 
life and current events, including his role as one 
of two independents in the U.S. Senate. King is 
currently in his second term representing the 
great State of Maine.

Thanks for all the news! Please keep sending 
me updates about the great events that your club, 
association, or affiliated group has organized.
—Stina Brock ’01, P.O. Box 9274, Jackson, WY 
83002; stina.brock@gmail.com

Deaths
The following is a list of deaths reported to us 
since the previous issue. Full obituaries, usually 
written by the class secretaries, may appear on the 
DAM website at dartmouthalumnimagazine.com, 
where friends and classmates may post their own 
remembrances of the deceased. Please contact 
alumni records at (603) 646-2253 to report an 
alumnus death.

Richard S. Baillie ’41 • Nov. 15, 2014
Quentin B. Deming ’41 • Jan. 21
A. Holden Higbee ’41 • Jan. 28
Edward H. Stone ’41 • Jan. 29
Richard Craw ’42 • March 17
Chester Solez ’43 • Jan. 30

T. Howard Price Jr. ’44 • March 15
David M. Scotford ’44 • Jan. 31

Merrill S. Summers ’44 • Jan. 26, 2018
James C. Eckels ’45 • Feb. 5

Frederick T. Hatch ’45 • Jan. 14, 2018
Richard P. Momsen Jr. ’45 • unknown

Richard A. Esperson ’46 • Feb. 6
Charles H. Whitmore Jr. ’46 • Jan. 16, 2018

Robert W. Winter ’46 • Feb. 9
Louis F. Blaisdell ’47 • Jan. 14
David A. Fike ’47 • March 11

Frederic R. Sistare II ’47 • Feb. 21
Walton A. Baker ’48 • Feb. 28

Edward R. Graham ’49 • Sept. 20, 2018
Ronald C. Honeyman ’49 • Feb. 16

John T. Avery ’50 • Feb. 6
Gardner D. Blodgett ’50 • March 13

Richard L. Johnson ’50 • Feb. 3
Eugene F. McCabe Jr. ’50 • Oct. 31, 2015

James W. Moore ’50 • Jan. 24
Richard E. Williamson ’50 • March 8

C. Peter Crowe Jr. ’51 • Jan. 8
Carl L. Glassberg ’51 • Feb. 28

William T. Goulburn ’51 • March 19
Jeffrey P. Hart ’51 • Feb. 17

Stuart M. Johnson Jr. ’51 • March 14
David S. Krivitsky ’51 • Feb. 19

Lucretia L. Martin ’51 • March 17
Paul N. Wenger Jr. ’51 • April 28, 2018

Alfred W. Acker ’52 • Feb. 9
Roland Barker Jr. ’52 • Jan. 23

Robert B. Binswanger ’52 • March 16
Glendon M. Campbell Jr. ’52 • Jan. 17

Jonathan T. Walton ’52 • March 16
Leo C. Clancy ’53 • Feb. 18

John E. Cunningham ’53 • Feb. 1
William A. Dolan II ’53 • Feb. 10
William S. French ’53 • March 9
Martin Gold ’53 • Dec. 20, 2018

Lowell H. Holway Jr. ’53 • April 1
Thomas W. Kelley ’53 • Dec. 20, 2018

Stewart B. Matthews Jr. ’53 • Feb. 16
Richard G. Brace ’54 • March 29

William M. Cohn ’54 • Dec. 28, 2018
Gerald M. Flathman Jr. ’54 • March 7

George W. O’Connor ’54 • Feb. 15
Peter Robinson ’54 • March 25
Paul A. Stumpf ’54 • March 18
Frank D. van Aalst ’54 • Jan. 21

John C. Cavanagh ’55 • March 30
William R. Stratton ’55 • Feb. 27
Benjamin T. Sutton ’55 • Feb. 20

William M. Balliette Jr. ’56 • Jan. 12
Stephen J. Bissell ’56 • July 3, 2018

Harold Gordon ’56 • March 21
Arthur L. Lomker ’56 • March 8

E. Thomas Riker ’56 • Feb. 28
Donald F. Coglianese ’57 • March 9

Richard B. Osgood ’57 • June 20, 2014
Gardner G. Defoe ’58 • Jan. 25

Donald W. Mansfield ’58 • Jan. 24
August VanDessel Jr. ’58 • Jan. 13
Richard G. Dunnells ’59 • March 6
Melville B. Converse ’60 • Feb. 15

Allan H. Glick ’60 • Jan. 28
John T. Guy ’60 • Jan. 26

Harold E. Harris Jr. ’60 • Feb. 19
Loren A. Jacobson ’60 • Dec. 26, 2018

Arnold E. Sigler ’60 • April 1
David B. Laing ’62 • March 17

H. Gordon Owens ’62 • Dec. 3, 2018
Howard Wheatley Allen ’63 • Feb. 21

Carl R. Fogelberg ’63 • Jan. 22
Peter M. Slavin ’63 • March 29

Matthew J. Wozniak Jr. ’63 • March 16
Cary D. Wyman ’63 • March 4

Gerard J. O’Brien ’64 • Oct. 29, 2018
Barry E. Ramsdell ’64 • Feb. 16, 2018

Herbert W. Wong ’64 • April 1
James M. Danielson ’65 • Jan. 22
George M. Poland II ’65 • Feb. 1

R. Michael Pugh ’66 • Feb. 3
Urs Trepp ’66 • Nov. 24, 2017
Jeffrey R. Hills ’67 • March 28
David W. Sides ’67 • March 5
Stephen F. Bauer ’68 • Feb. 22

Robert M. McNair Jr. ’69 • April 1
R. Kent Sargent ’69 • March 4

James H. Willis Jr. ’69 • May 5, 2018
Peter W. Birkett ’70 • Dec. 1, 2018

Jonathan I. Rapoport ’70 • July 10, 2017
Andrew C. Harvard ’71 • Jan. 16

Michael A. Markaverich ’71 • Feb. 11
Richard K. Morrow ’71 • March 11

Thomas D. Bullen ’72 • Sept. 7, 2018
Richard H. German ’72 • April 1
John S. Rockwell ’72 • Feb. 27
Alan N. West ’72 • March 29
Edward J. Cooke ’73 • Feb. 24

Anthony B. McClendon ’74 • March 7
Paul E. Strohl Jr. ’74 • April 11, 2016

Lucy Vaughters ’74 • Jan. 18
Rodney L. Cubbie ’77 • Dec. 12, 2016

Douglas G. Kubach ’78 • July 26, 2018
Michele Barber Chimene ’79 • Jan. 31

Stephen H. Lough ’87 • Feb. 23
Thaddius J. Launderville ’91 • March 4

Timothy F. Reynolds ’91 • Feb. 17
Christine S. Wu ’94 • Feb. 18

DeVon A. Mosley ’09 • Dec. 4, 2018
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REAL ESTATE SALES AND SERVICE 
in Hanover since 1975. (603) 643-6004;  
roger@rogerclarkson.com. Roger Clarkson ’75

LUXURY LAND FOR SALE: An exquisite 500-
acre south-facing Vermont valley 20 minutes 
from campus. fultonvalleyland.com.

ELEUTHERA, BAHAMAS. Three-minute walk 
to beach. Four bedroom, 2 bath, 4,130 sq. ft. 
Mediterranean home, all new in 2017. Cost to 
build: $722,000; sacrifice for $459,000 furnished. 
martakumka@aol.com. ’55.

FOR SALE BY OWNER. Beautiful home 
four blocks from campus, 7 River Ridge 
Road, available February 2020. Contact:  
jedwmsn@mac.com for photos and price.

TUSCANY: Classic, 3-floor stone house with 
finished, stone outbuilding. 2 bedrooms,  
2½ baths with multiple garden/patio areas, 
exposed wood beams, fireplace, fully 
remodeled kitchen, DSL, and satellite TV. 3/4 
acre with grape arbor, fruit trees, and terraced 
backyard. Serious inquiries only. €158,000.  
Contact: ilmolinellotuscany@gmail.com. or  
www.aptadomus.com/en/node/368.

TULUM, MEXICO - SPACIOUS VILLA 
PASSIFLORA. Perfect for couples with kids 
or groups up to six adults. Large private pool, 
shallow and deep areas. Beaches rated top 10 
in the world. Full kitchen, chef available, fantastic 
variety of restaurants. Master with bath on top 
floor. Two separate bedrooms and single bath on 
ground floor. www.tulum-vacationrentals.com for 
full information. pierre.payne@gmail.com, call or 
text (414) 430-5879.

LUXURY TUSCAN VILLA. Set high in the 
Chianti countryside, this exquisite, recently restored 
villa has 8 bedrooms and 8.5 bathrooms. Perfect  
for large families or groups of friends, the 
beautiful vistas, large pool and outdoor 
fireplace all make for the vacation of a lifetime.  
Private chef available. mahokeza@comcast.net. D’82.

FRANCE, PARIS-MARAIS. Exquisite, sunny, quiet 
one-bedroom apartment behind Place des Vosges. 
King-size bed, living/dining room, six chairs, full 
kitchen, washer, dryer, weekly maid service, Wi-Fi. 
$1,350 weekly; max@gwu.edu.

C L A S S I F I E D S
REAL ESTATE

FOR RENT

A PRIVATE POND, GAZEBO 
& FUN PLAYHOUSE

(603) 526-4116
P.O. Box 67 

224 Main Street 
New London

NH 03257

A PRIVATE POND, GAZEBO 
& FUN PLAYHOUSE

� Unique Home on 14 Acres with Many Custom Features 
� 4 BRs, 2.5 BAs � Beautiful Grounds with a Colorful

Garden, Patio, Decks & a Covered Porch 
� A Small Guest House 

(or Private Studio/Office) and a Barn
21 Quaker Path, Wilmot, NH  $485,000.

PARIS, ILE SAINT-LOUIS: Elegant, spacious 
top floor skylighted apartment, gorgeous  
view overlooking Seine, 2 bedrooms sleep 4,  
2 baths, elevator, well-appointed, full kitchen,  
Wi-Fi. (678) 232-8444 or triff@mindspring.com.

PROVENCE. Delightful five-bedroom stone 
farmhouse, facing Roman theater. Pool, vineyard. 
(860) 672-6608, www.frenchfarmhouse.com.

SAT & ACT TUTORING: Robert Kohen, 
Ph.D., Harvard and Columbia grad, provides 
individualized tutoring for the SAT and ACT. 
robertkohen@koheneducationalservices.com; 
www.koheneducationalservices.com. (212) 658.0834.

FOR SALE DARTMOUTH-LAKE SUNAPEE 
AREA BUSINESS. Established, successful, high 
traffic, turn-key, 150-seat restaurant, plus outdoor 
seating, loyal clientele. Confidentiality agreement 
required. Contact Michael S. Woodard, Broker. 
(603) 643-1508.
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four months at Rikers Island Correctional Facility. When he got out, 
he was homeless and slept in Battery Park or in rooftop mechanical 
rooms that hummed with heating and cooling equipment. 

In a desperate attempt to find honest work in 1986, months 
before he hit rock bottom and headed west, Kaldheim hitchhiked 
to Hanover and spent the night in a laundromat. The next morn-
ing he went to look for dining hall work. No job was available. He 
hitchhiked home. 

Around the same time, he showed up at Howard’s office and asked 
to borrow $100. The young editor obliged with five $20 bills, not 
knowing at the time that his friend would soon disappear from his life.

ONCE KALDHEIM CROSSED UNDER THE HUDSON, HIS LIFE 
changed radically. Novels often present journeys as experiences 
in which the traveler has no choice but to focus so sharply on 
the path ahead that a meditative clarity inevitably emerges. It’s 
a convenient narrative form storytellers have used for time im-
memorial (tip of the hat to Homer), and, apparently, it can be as 
useful to someone struggling with addiction. Kaldheim says he 
has not snorted cocaine since he left New York City (save for one 
wild night of partying with Dennis Quaid). For Kaldheim, there 
was an upside to poverty on the road. “If you’ve got no money, you 
can’t do cocaine,” he explains. 

Kaldheim had only enough cash to buy a ticket as far as Rich-
mond, Virginia. After that, he needed to get creative—and social—to 
make it to the Pacific. He hitched rides with a manic-depressive 
teenager in a black Camaro, a chipper merchant mariner, and a 
vintage car buff headed west to open his own dealership. Idiot Wind 
(the title is a reference to a Bob Dylan song) can almost be read as 
a catalog of American men in the late 1980s. Kaldheim manages to 
bring complex characters to life in a few pages, thanks to his ear 
for dialogue and eye for detail.

Beyond the characters, Kaldheim’s warm spirit is what makes 
Idiot Wind enjoyable. He inhabits a world where a tarp passes as a 
duvet and hot coffee is a luxury. Given his past, no one would have 
faulted him if he had written a dark rumination. Yet Kaldheim’s 
book is optimistic. Public assistance programs, meals at homeless 
shelters, and a pair of boots from the Army-Navy store all leave 
him “dazed with gratitude.”

Kaldheim’s charitable disposition serves him well when he 
spends time in homeless shelters in New Orleans and Portland, 
Oregon. (Spoiler alert: He never makes it to San Francisco.) In 
Portland, he faces his biggest challenge—learning how to be poor, 
homeless, sober, and sedentary. If Kaldheim’s life in New York City 
is like Bright Lights, his life in Portland is closer to George Orwell’s 
Down and Out in Paris and London. Without friends, income, or an 
address, he becomes a survivalist but remains upbeat. He befriends 
another homeless man at a shelter, applies for public assistance 
programs (drawing an “X” on a city map to officially register the 
address of the makeshift campsite where he sleeps on a flattened 
cardboard box). He sells his blood for money at the local “stab lab.” 
Like an inmate who has spent four months tunneling away from 
prison, Kaldheim begins digging upward. 

Soon Kaldheim has enough money to check into a flophouse 
a block from the legendary Powell’s Books. There, he unpacks 
his road journal and dashes off a letter to his old friend in New 
York City.

“The letters I got from him were so vivid,” Howard remembers. 
“Not just the experience, but the way he wrote about it. It made 
me think he had this book in him.”

After Portland, Kaldheim hopped a train to Yellowstone Na-
tional Park, where he got a job as a cook in a hotel at the park. He 
spent a few years living in Las Vegas, where he began correspond-
ing regularly with Howard. (Kaldheim even attached five $20 bills 
to one letter to pay his long-overdue debt.) Eventually, he moved 
to Montana, where he settled into a 12-year career as a chef at 
Montana State University. 

KALDHEIM HAS LIVED ON LONG ISLAND SINCE 2012 AND BEGAN 
working on his book soon after. He had returned to Manhattan only 
a handful of times since leaving in 1987. When he came in 2016 to 
meet his agent at The Odeon, the legendary restaurant that’s also 
the narrator’s favorite spot in Bright Lights, Big City, Kaldheim 
showed up early to check out the Raccoon Lodge around the corner. 
He was disappointed to find the bar’s windows soaped and a sign 
thanking patrons for 33 years of memories.

In March Kaldheim appeared for lunch at the Cupping Room 
Cafe in Soho, not far from the string of Tribeca bars that formed 
his territory in the 1980s, wearing a tweed coat, a scarf, and, of 
course, a newsboy cap. 

Now 70, he is at work on a novel set in southwestern Mon-
tana. He wants to take advantage of his momentum, he says. He 
compares himself to a veteran golfer on the PGA Tour who wins 
his first major and hits a hot streak. “I had a dream for a long, long 
time,” Kaldheim says between bites of his grilled cheese. “When 
you’ve been at it that long, you never think you’ll cross it off your 
bucket list.” 

When asked why it took him so long to write Idiot Wind, Kald-
heim doesn’t offer a romantic, writerly response about self-doubt. 
He says life got in the way. He was busy with a 25-year career in 
the hospitality industry. He got married (again) and divorced. 
After retiring from Montana State he moved back East to care for 
his two ailing brothers, who were both eventually diagnosed with 
cancer. They died in 2015, four days apart. 

Writing simply was not Kaldheim’s priority. A few months 
after his brothers’ funerals, Howard gently asked him, “So, Peter, 
what’s happening with your memoir?” When Kaldheim’s publisher 
accepted his manuscript, Howard paid for a celebratory lunch 
with the same five $20 bills Kaldheim had sent him more than a 
decade earlier. 

The feat of publishing his first book at his age is not lost on 
Kaldheim. But by the time he was finished writing, the author says 
he didn’t care if the book was published or not—he was happy to 
have seen it through. “Writing this book, I actually felt like a writer 
again for the first time since I was in my 20s,” he says, still a bit 
surprised at where the road has taken him.

Kaldheim isn’t the only one whose perception has changed. 
Howard no longer sees a friend spiritually exiled from the person 
he was meant to be. “There, in Idiot Wind, is the Peter Kaldheim 
everybody knew was there,” Howard says. 

This past spring Kaldheim made a pilgrimage to Kerouac’s 
grave in Lowell, Massachusetts, for the first time and said a prayer 
for the book he credits with saving his life. Kaldheim says he re-
read On the Road last December. “It reminded me what can hap-
pen if you’ve got a big soul, you know?” he says and pauses a beat. 
“That you’ll eventually find what you’re looking for. I did.”            

JAMES D. WALSH  is a reporter at New York magazine and author of 
Playing Against the House: The Dramatic Story of an Undercover 
Union Organizer (2016).

AMERICAN ODYSSEY (continued from page 55) 
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C O N T I N U I N G  E D
what i’ve learned since graduation

i l l u s t r a t i o n  b y  JOHN CUNEO

Career: Assistant editor, American Heritage, 1961-67; editor, Dartmouth 
Alumni Magazine, 1973-83; director of development, Woods Hole Research 
Center, 1994-2004 
Notable: Attracted national media attention when he was removed as editor 
of Dartmouth Alumni Magazine by President David McLaughlin ’54, Tu’55
Education: A.B., history
Personal: Widowed last February after a 58-year marriage to Sally; father 
of three grown children, grandfather of five; brother of John Dinan ’55; 
lives in Boca Grande, Florida 

H I S  S T O R Y

“As editor of DAM, my mission was to make the magazine read-
able and tell the truth.”
“When I think back to those days at the magazine, I remember 
the parties we had, including beer and darts on Fridays. We 
even had the occasional, literal dogfight. A lot of people 
brought their dogs to the office.”
“The constant parade of students coming in and out of our of-
fice was a delight. Even when some students affiliated with 
The Review jackbooted their way in and starting pawing 
through the mail and other papers, that was part of the 
flavor.”
“I’m proud of running the disparate views of professor Jeffrey Hart 
’51, arch druid, and professor Jonathan Mirsky, arch agitator. 
I’m proud of having run an excerpt of A River Runs Through It 
by Norman Maclean ’24 before the book was published—even 
though it had nothing to do with the College—and something 
as different as a piece by Erich Segal [‘Harvard Myths About 
Dartmouth,’ September 1976].”
“Getting faculty and students in front of alumni is important—
even dissidents who obscure the administrative voice. 
There will always be complaints from alumni about liberal 
professors, but in my day alums would have been shocked 
to know how conservative many Dartmouth faculty mem-
bers were.” 
“Publishing 10 and then nine times a year didn’t give us much 
time to do serious planning.”

“We could have done a better job covering finances when the 
College was broke during the oil crisis. Having Dero Saun-
ders ’35, the executive editor of Forbes, cover the College’s 
investment strategies was seen by administrators as an 
inflammatory idea—and Dero was part of the in-crowd. 
When the story came out, it was pretty positive. I don’t 
recall any reaction from the administration.”
“When I was at DAM I thought the College, with its unwilling-
ness to be transparent, often treated its alums as infants while 
treating students as adults.”
“I regret most not running the story we should have, about a 
contraception clinic organized by students that administrators 
didn’t think we should cover—a far cry from today. When 
the writer, Rob Eshman ’82, got it into a different campus 
publication after we at DAM bowed to pressure, that caused 
the final break with McLaughlin, who offered me proba-
tion, presumably on the way to firing me. He thought we 
were trying to end-run him. I’d already decided to quit if 
told what I could or couldn’t run.”
“Our view of the College was slightly irreverent. We certainly 
didn’t see ourselves as cheerleaders.”

Dennis A. Dinan ’61
On editing DAM in turbulent times DARTMOUTH
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