
4 0 %
M A L E

G E N D E R

6 0 %
F E M A L E

   T H E  R E S P O N D E N T S

2 3 %
2 0 1 1

C L A S S  Y E A R

2 2 %
2 0 1 3

2 2 %
2 0 1 2

3 3 %
2 0 1 4

6 3
P E R C E N T

s a y  t h e y  a r e  o r  p l a n  t o 

b e  a f f i l i a t e d  w i t h  a

G R E E K 

O R G A N I Z A T I O N .

HETEROSEXUAL
	 8 9 %

BISEXUAL
	 6 %

GAY
	 5 %

S E X U A L  O R I E N T A T I O N

T O T A L :  4 2 5
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The Millennial   Mindset

J U L I A N N A  S C H E I M A N  ’ 1 1
A n n  A r b o r ,  M i c h i g a n

E n g i n e e r i n g  P h y s i c s

A N I S E  V A N C E  ’ 1 1
S a n  D i e g o ,  C a l i f o r n i a

S e n i o r  Fe l l o w

C U R I E  K I M  ’ 1 3
S e o u l ,  K o r e a

P h i l o s o p h y

A survey of the student body
    reveals the cares, complaints and 
connectivity of a generation.

G A B E  D O R F S M A N - H O P K I N S  ’ 1 3
D u r h a m , N e w  H a m p s h i r e

M a t h  &  C o m p a r a t i v e  L i t e r a t u r e
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P H O T O G R A P H Y  B Y  J O H N  S H E R M A N

 S t u d e n t s  p i c t u r e d  a r e  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  s u r v e y  r e s p o n d e n t s . 

We know who the ear-budded, 
YouTubing, Bluetooth-seeking denizens 
of the Dartmouth campus are. They’re 
Millennials, demographer-speak for 
anyone born since 1981. But what makes 
them tick? What do they want out of life? 
What do they think?

To find out, we asked them. In an 
online student survey conducted by 
DAM, we posed more than 50
questions about their attitudes, 
politics, sex lives, study habits and 
more. We also conducted interviews 
with another 85 students, some of 
whom appear on these pages. 

The answers indicate a well-con-
nected student body. “Our generation 
is best defined by the concept of a cell 
phone,” says Zhiqian “Chen” Li ’14 of 
Birmingham, Alabama. “It’s the constant 
connection to other people that defines 
how we operate.” They’re also full of mo-
tivation and optimism. “Our generation 
is defined by ambition—the drive, desire 
and confidence to change the world for 
the better,” says Trevelyan “Trevy” Wing 
’13 of Falmouth, Massachusetts.

Although illuminating, the inter-
views and anonymous survey results are 
not definitive, and it would be a mistake 
to read too much into them. Our ap-
proach wasn’t overly scientific: Interview 
candidates were enticed with free food, 
and the survey was e-mailed—with help 
from Student Assembly—to the under-
graduate student body in mid-October 
and garnered a 10-percent response rate.

In many ways, the students of today 
are just like those who crisscrossed the 
Green in decades past. They come to col-
lege to learn, and while in Hanover they 
come of age. But according to the for-
midable research conducted by the Pew 
Research Center, Millennials are more 
liberal, more diverse, less religious and 
more educated than those who’ve come 
before them. Today’s student body fits the 
bill, and although our look at Dartmouth 
students circa 2011 is but a snapshot, we 
hope you find it a revealing one.

 



P 0 L I T I C S  &  C U R R E N T  A F FA I R S 5 4
P E R C E N T

E X E R C I S E

1  t o  4  h o u r s  p e r  w e e k .

 2 4  p e r c e n t  e x e r c i s e
5  t o  7  h o u r s  p e r  w e e k .

 2 2  p e r c e n t  e x e r c i s e
m o r e  t h a n  7  h o u r s  p e r  w e e k .

W H AT  D O  Y O U  T H I N K  A B O U T  H U M A N  N AT U R E ?

 M e m b e r s  o f  t h e  c l a s s  o f  2 0 1 4  ( 7 7  p e r -
c e n t )  a r e  m o r e  l i k e l y  t h a n  a n y  o t h e r  c l a s s  t o 
s a y  p e o p l e  a r e  i n h e r e n t l y  g o o d .

 Wo m e n  a r e  m o r e  p o s i t i v e  i n  t h e i r 
r e s p o n s e : 75  p e r c e n t  ( v s . 6 6  p e r c e n t  o f  m e n )
t h i n k  p e o p l e  a r e  i n h e r e n t l y  g o o d .

 M e n  a r e  m u c h  m o r e  l i k e l y  t o  n e v e r  t h i n k 
a b o u t  t h i s  t h a n  w o m e n  ( 1 3  p e r c e n t  v s . 5 
p e r c e n t ) .

PEOPLE	ARE	INHERENTLY	GOOD
	 7 1 %

PEOPLE	ARE	INHERENTLY	BAD
	 2 1 %

I 	NEVER	THINK	ABOUT	 IT
	 8 %

9 1
P E R C E N T

T H I N K 

A B O R T I O N 

S H O U L D  R E M A I N 

L E G A L .

2 7
P E R C E N T

S U P P O R T 

M A N D A T O R Y 

M I L I T A R Y  O R 

C O M M U N I T Y 

S E R V I C E 

F O R  A L L 

U . S .  C I T I Z E N S .

7 5
P E R C E N T

S U P P O R T 

T H E  R I G H T  O F 

I L L E G A L 

I M M I G R A N T S 

T O  G A I N 

U . S .  C I T I Z E N S H I P.

D O  Y O U  S U P P O R T  T H E  D E A T H  P E N A L T Y ?

6 6 %
N O 

3 4 %
Y E S

H O W  D O  Y O U  T H I N K  P R E S I D E N T  O B A M A  I S 
D O I N G ?

	15%	 57%	 16%	 12%		

G
R
E
A
T

			 O
K
A
Y

			 	P
O
O
R
LY

		
	

I	
D
O
N
’T
	K
N
O
W

			

 A  h i g h e r  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  w o m e n  ( 75  p e r -
c e n t )  t h a n  m e n  ( 67  p e r c e n t )  g i v e  O b a m a  a 
p o s i t i v e  r a t i n g .

YES
	 3 9 %

NO
	 2 2 %

UNDECIDED
	 3 9 %

S H O U L D  T H E  U N I T E D  S TAT E S  P U L L  I T S  T R O O P S 
F R O M  A F G H A N I S TA N ?

 4 9  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  c l a s s  o f  2 0 1 3  r e s p o n d e d 
y e s ; 3 0  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  c l a s s  o f  2 0 1 1  r e s p o n d e d 
y e s .

 A  h i g h e r  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  w o m e n  ( 4 4  p e r c e n t ) 
t h a n  m e n  ( 3 1  p e r c e n t )  a r e  u n d e c i d e d  a b o u t 
A f g h a n i s t a n .

WALL	STREET	 3 9 %
NOBODY	

	 3 8 %
POLITICIANS

	 	 2 3 %

W H O M  D O  Y O U  B L A M E  F O R  T H E  E C O N O M I C 
M E S S ?

FIVE	YEARS	 7 6 %
TEN	YEARS

	 1 7 %
NEVER	

	 	 7 %

W H E N  W I L L  T H E  E C O N O M Y  R E B O U N D ?

4 7 %
D e m o c r a t

P O L I T I C A L  A F F I L I A T I O N

2 9 %
I n d e p e n d e n t

1 2 %
O t h e r

 O n l y  8  p e r c e n t  o f  w o m e n  i d e n t i f y
t h e m s e l v e s  a s  R e p u b l i c a n .

1 2 %
R e p u b l i c a n

D O  Y O U  D O  A N Y  V O L U N T E E R  W O R K  T O 
H E L P  O T H E R S ?

 O n e  o f  e v e r y  t h r e e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  c l a s s 
o f  2 0 1 2  s a y s  h e  o r  s h e  d o e s  v o l u n t e e r  w o r k , 
t h e  h i g h e s t  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  a n y  c l a s s .

YES
	 2 7 %

YES, 	AND	I 	WISH	I 	COULD	DO	MORE
	 4 9 %

NO,	 I 	DON’T	HAVE	TIME
	 2 0 %

NO,	 IT ’S	NOT	THE	BEST	USE	OF	MY	TIME
	 4 %
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M I C H A E L  O D O K A R A - O K I G B O  ’ 1 2
P o r t l a n d , M a i n e

H i s t o r y  &  G l o b a l  H e a l t h

L I L I A N A  M A  ’ 1 4
P r i n c e t o n  J u n c t i o n ,  N e w  J e r s e y

U n d e c i d e d



S E X , D R U G S  A N D  R O C K  ’ N ’ R O L L

3 2
P E R C E N T

b e l i e v e  i n  a n

A F T E R L I F E .

YES
	 4 9 %

NO
	 2 7 %

NO,	BUT	 I 	BELIEVE	 IN	A	HIGHER	POWER
	 2 4 %

D O  Y O U  B E L I E V E  I N  A  G O D ?

 1 6  p e r c e n t  a t t e n d  r e l i g i o u s  s e r v i c e s
r e g u l a r l y .

W H I C H  B E S T  D E S C R I B E S  Y O U R  S E X  L I F E ?

	40%	 36%	 24%		 	

I	
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H
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S
S
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 1 5  p e r c e n t  a d m i t  t h e y ’ v e  b e e n  u n f a i t h f u l 
w i t h i n  a  c o m m i t t e d  r e l a t i o n s h i p .

 2 6  p e r c e n t  s a y  t h e y ’ v e  n e v e r  b e e n  i n  a 
c o m m i t t e d  r e l a t i o n s h i p .

	30%	 48%	 22%		 	
	48%	 27%	 25%		 	

ALL

MEN

WOMEN

I	
H
A
V
E
	N
O
	S
E
X
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IF
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X
C
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H
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	 4 8
P E R C E N T

O F  W O M E N  C L A I M 

T H E Y  H A V E  N O 

S E X  L I F E .

4 8
P E R C E N T

O F  M E N  C L A I M 

T H E Y

H O O K  U P

W H E N  P O S S I B L E .

6 2
P E R C E N T

C L A I M  T H E Y ’ V E 

N E V E R  U S E D 

R E C R E A T I O N A L 

D R U G S .

 6 9  p e r c e n t  o f  w o m e n 
m a k e  t h e  c l a i m  v s . o n l y  5 2 

p e r c e n t  o f  m e n .	93%	 92%	 93%	 84%	 		

S
E
N
S
E
	O
F	
H
U
M
O
R

			

 5 6  p e r c e n t  o f  a l l  r e s p o n d e n t s  s a y  t h e y ’d 
b e  h a p py  t o  b e  l e s s  a t t r a c t i v e  “ i f  I  c o u l d  b e 
s m a r t e r .”

 4 4  p e r c e n t  s a y  t h e y ’d  g l a d l y  s h a v e  a  f e w 
p o i n t s  o f f  t h e i r  I Q s  i n  r e t u r n  f o r  “ i m p r o v i n g 
m y  l o o k s .”

	98%	 87%	 87%	 77%		

ALL

MEN

WOMEN

P
H
Y
S
IC
A
L	
A
TT
R
A
C
TI
O
N

			 IN
TE

LL
IG
E
N
C
E

S
H
A
R
E
D
	V
A
LU

E
S
		

	

90%	 95%	 97%	 88%		 	

W H AT  I S  E S S E N T I A L  O R  I M P O R TA N T  I N  S E L E C T I N G 
A  S E X U A L  PA R T N E R ?

B E A T L E S
F A V O R I T E  M U S I C

 C l a s s i c  r o c k ,  c l a s s i c a l
m u s i c ,  Va m p i r e  We e k e n d 

a n d  L a d y  G a g a 
r o u n d  o u t  t h e  t o p  f i v e . 

T H E

6 2 %
N E V E R

D O  Y O U  U S E  R E C R E AT I O N A L  D R U G S ?

2 3 %
Y E S

1 5 %
U s e d  t o  b u t 

s t o p p e d

 A m o n g  d r u g  u s e r s , 97  p e r c e n t  s a y  t h e y ’ v e 
t r i e d  m a r i j u a n a . T h i s  w a s  f o l l o w e d , i n  o r d e r , 
b y  “o t h e r ”  d r u g s  ( 2 4  p e r c e n t ) , m u s h r o o m s 
( 1 8  p e r c e n t )  a n d  c o c a i n e  a n d  a c i d  ( 1 2  p e r -
c e n t  e a c h ) .

 M a r i j u a n a  u s e  a m o n g  d r u g  u s e r s  w a s 
h i g h  a m o n g  a l l  c l a s s e s ; 1 0 0  p e r c e n t  o f  s u c h 
r e s p o n d e n t s  f r o m  t h e  c l a s s  o f  2 0 1 1  a d m i t  t o 
m a r i j u a n a  u s e .

H A V E  Y O U  U S E D  A N Y  D R U G S  T H AT  W E R E 
P R E S C R I B E D  F O R  S O M E O N E  E L S E ?

7 5 %
N O

2 5 %
Y E S

 O t h e r  m u s i c i a n s  m e n t i o n e d  m o r e  t h a n 
o n c e : A r c a d e  F i r e , Ke$ h a , D a v e  M a t t h e w s 
B a n d , D e a t h  C a b  f o r  C u t i e , G o o  G o o  D o l l s 
a n d  B r u c e  S p r i n g s t e e n .
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R A C H E L  O F O R I  ’ 1 4
L a w t o n , O k l a h o m a

G o v e r n m e n t

J O H N  B L E D AY  ’ 1 4
We s t w o o d , M a s s a c h u s e t t s

E c o n o m i c s

D U N C A N  H A L L  ’ 1 3
H a m i l t o n ,  N e w  Z e a l a n d

G e o g r a p h y



D I G I TA L  L I F E S T Y L EM O M  A N D  D A D

7 3
P E R C E N T

s a y  t h e y ’ d  l i k e  t o  h a v e 

C H I L D R E N . 

 2 1  p e r c e n t  s a y  i t ’s  t o o
 s o o n  t o  s a y  i f  t h e y ’ l l  w a n t 

t o  h a v e  c h i l d r e n .

BETTER	THAN	EXPECTED
	 5 9 %

JUST	AS	EXPECTED
	 2 7 %

WORSE	THAN	EXPECTED
	 1 4 %

M Y  T I M E  AT  D A R T M O U T H  S O  FA R  H A S  B E E N . . .

 A  h i g h e r  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  w o m e n
( 1 7  p e r c e n t )  t h a n  m e n  ( 1 0  p e r c e n t )  r e p l i e d 
“ l e s s  t h a n  e x p e c t e d .”

H O W  O F T E N  D O  Y O U  D I S C U S S 
A L C O H O L / D R U G S  W I T H  Y O U R  PA R E N T S ?

H O W  O F T E N  D O  Y O U  D I S C U S S 
P O L I T I C S  W I T H  Y O U R  PA R E N T S ?

H O W  O F T E N  D O  Y O U  D I S C U S S
F I N A N C E S  W I T H  Y O U R  PA R E N T S ?

2 7 %
F r e q u e n t l y6 6 %

O c c a s i o n a l l y

H O W  O F T E N  D O  Y O U  D I S C U S S  Y O U R 
S E X  L I F E  W I T H  Y O U R  PA R E N T S ?

NOT	ENOUGH
	 6 %

JUST	ENOUGH
	 8 8 %

TOO	INVOLVED
	 6 %

H O W  I N V O LV E D  A R E  Y O U R  PA R E N T S  I N 
Y O U R  L I F E ?

3 5 %
F r e q u e n t l y

5 1 %
O c c a s i o n a l l y

14%
N e v e r

6 2 %
O c c a s i o n a l l y

28%
N e v e r

2 %
F r e q u e n t l y

78%
N e v e r

1 0 %
F r e q u e n t l y

2 0 %
O c c a s i o n a l l y

T I M E  S P E N T  E A C H  D AY  U S I N G  E - M A I L , I N S TA N T 
M E S S A G I N G  A N D  S O C I A L  M E D I A :

 A l m o s t  t w o - t h i r d s  o f  s t u d e n t s  s a y  t h e y 
s t i l l  s e n d  h a n d w r i t t e n  l e t t e r s  a n d  g r e e t i n g 
c a r d s . 

 T h e  r e s t  ( 3 9  p e r c e n t )  s a y ,  “ I f  I  c a n’ t 
c o m m u n i c a t e  e l e c t r o n i c a l l y ,  I  d o n’ t  c o m -
m u n i c a t e  a t  a l l .”

 Wo m e n  a r e  m u c h  m o r e  l i k e l y  t o  s e n d 
a  c a r d  o r  h a n d w r i t t e n  n o t e  t h a n  m e n  ( 7 1 
p e r c e n t  v s .  4 7  p e r c e n t ) .

	10%		 54%	 25%	 11%	 0%	

LE
S
S
	T
H
A
N
	1
	H
O
U
R
	

	
	

1
	T
O
	3
	H
O
U
R
S

	3
	T
O
	5
	H
O
U
R
S
		

	
M
O
R
E
	T
H
A
N
	5
	H
O
U
R
S

			 N
E
V
E
R

			

NOTHING
	 1 S T

iPHONE	OR	SMART	PHONE
	 2 N D

CAR
	 3 R D

W H AT  E L E C T R O N I C  D E V I C E  A R E  Y O U  L I V I N G 
W I T H O U T  T H AT  Y O U  M O S T  C O V E T ?

 O t h e r  m e n t i o n s : w a f f l e - m a k e r , b i g - s c r e e n 
T V, k e t t l e , e l e c t r i c  b l a n k e t  a n d  “s u p e r - 
r e a l i s t i c  s e x  r o b o t .”

7%
N e v e r

PERSONAL	COMPUTER
	 1 S T

CELL	PHONE
	 2 N D

BLACKBERRY
	 3 R D

W H AT  E L E C T R O N I C  D E V I C E  C O U L D  Y O U  N OT 
L I V E  W I T H O U T ?
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J O R D A N  O S S E R M A N  ’ 1 1
P o r t l a n d , O r e g o n

Wo m e n’ s  &  G e n d e r  S t u d i e s

C H R I S  O ’ D O W D  ’ 1 3
D e n v e r

P s y c h o l o g y  &  E c o n o m i c s

J I N G N A  Z H A O  ’ 1 2
M a n h a s s e t ,  N e w  Yo r k
B i o l o g y
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CA R E E R  A N D  F I N A N C E S S C H O O L  WO R K

 T h e  c l a s s  o f  2 0 1 2  h a d  t h e  h i g h e s t 
p e r c e n t a g e  o f  r e s p o n d e n t s  w h o  a d m i t 
t o  c h e a t i n g  ( 2 2  p e r c e n t ) — a n d  l y i n g 
t o  p a r e n t s  a b o u t  g r a d e s  ( 2 1  p e r c e n t ) .

H A V E  Y O U  E V E R  L I E D  TO  Y O U R  PA R E N T S 
A B O U T  Y O U R  C O L L E G E  G R A D E S ?

D O  Y O U  K N O W  OT H E R  S T U D E N T S 
W H O  H A V E  C H E AT E D ?

H A V E  Y O U  E V E R  C H E AT E D  O N 
A N  E X A M  O R  A S S I G N M E N T ?

I ’M	 IN	THE	TOP	TIER
	 2 8 %

I ’M	 IN	THE	MIDDLE	OF	THE	PACK
	6 4 %

I 	STRUGGLE	TO	KEEP	UP
	 8 %

H O W  D O  Y O U  R A N K  Y O U R S E L F 
I N T E L L E C T U A L LY  C O M PA R E D  TO  Y O U R 
F E L L O W  S T U D E N T S ?

 T h e  y o u n g e r  t h e  c l a s s , t h e 
m o r e  l i k e l y  i t s  r e s p o n d e n t s  a r e  t o 
d e s c r i b e  t h e m s e l v e s  a s  “ m i d d l e  o f 
t h e  p a c k .”

 O n l y  23  p e r c e n t  o f  w o m e n 
r e s p o n d e n t s  ( v s . 3 5  p e r c e n t  o f  m e n ) 
c o n s i d e r  t h e m s e l v e s  t o p  t i e r .

8 8 %
N O 

1 2 %
Y E S

6 4 %
Y E S 

3 6 %
N O

8 4 %
N O 

1 6 %
Y E S

H O W  I M P O R T A N T  I S  I T  T O  F I N D  A 
J O B  T H A T  P A Y S  A  L O T  O F  M O N E Y ?

7 1 %
N o t  a s  i m p o r t a n t  a s  f i n d i n g 
s o m e t h i n g  I  l o v e  t o  d o

2 9 %
V e r y  i m p o r t a n t

48 % 10 %
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W H I C H  I S  T R U E  A B O U T  Y O U R  F I N A N C E S ?

 43  p e r c e n t  o f  w o m e n  s a y  t h e y  a r e  n e v e r 
i n  d e b t  v s . 5 5  p e r c e n t  o f  m e n .

 25  p e r c e n t  o f  a l l  r e s p o n d e n t s  a d m i t  t h e y 
a r e n’ t  v e r y  g o o d  a t  t r a c k i n g  w h e r e  t h e i r 
m o n e y  g o e s .

NO
	 6 2 %

YES, 	LESS	THAN	$10,000
	 2 0 %

YES, 	MORE	THAN	$10,000
	 1 8 %

W I L L  Y O U  G R A D U AT E  W I T H  D E B T ?

 A m o n g  s t u d e n t s  w h o  t h i n k  t h e y ’ l l  g r a d u -
a t e  w i t h  n o  d e b t , 5 7  p e r c e n t  a r e  f r o m  t h e 
t w o  y o u n g e s t  c l a s s e s .

 3 5  p e r c e n t  o f  m e n  v s . 25  p e r c e n t  o f 
w o m e n  s a y  i t ’s  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  t o  m a k e  a  l o t 
o f  m o n e y .

 M e m b e r s  o f  t h e  c l a s s  o f  2 0 1 1 — t h o s e 
m o s t  l i k e l y  t o  b e  s e e k i n g  j o b s — r a t e  l o v e  o f 
w o r k  o v e r  m o n e y  a t  a  g r e a t e r  r a t e 
( 74  p e r c e n t )  t h a n  t h o s e  o f  o t h e r  c l a s s e s .

3 5
P E R C E N T

s a y  t h e i r  p a r e n t s 

g i v e  t h e m  a l l  t h e 

M O N E Y 

t h e y  n e e d . 

G L E E
T O P  T V  S H O W

 H o u s e , 3 0  R o c k , T h e  O f f i c e  a n d  a 
t h r e e - w a y  t i e  a m o n g  G r e y ’s  A n a t o m y , 
M a d  M e n  a n d  A r r e s t e d  D e v e l o p m e n t 

r o u n d  o u t  t h e  t o p  f i v e . 
O t h e r  s h o w s  w i t h  m u l t i p l e  m e n t i o n s : 

Fa m i l y  G u y , G o s s i p  G i r l .

26 	 d a r t m o u t h 	 a l u m n i 	 m a g a z i n e

A D E D I P O  A D E G U N L E  ’ 1 1
A t l a n t a

P h i l o s o p h y

C AT I E  O ’ S U L L I V A N  ’ 1 4
N e e d h a m , M a s s a c h u s e t t s

U n d e c i d e d

S A R A H
F R O S T E N S O N  ’ 1 1
M o n r o e ,  L o u i s i a n a

H i s t o r y


