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“I’ve been
 singing since 

I  could
talk.”

LOOK WHO’S TALKING
> HAYLEY LYNCH ’15, Musical Director, Dodecaphonics

B Y  T H E  N U M B E R S

What is the appeal of a cappella?
A lot of people in the groups have never 
sung in a choir before, but they can sing, 
so it’s a very easy way to enter the musi-
cal world and be able to perform and do 
something that you love with a group of 
really fun people. It’s also fun to watch.
What is the audition process like?
Pretty intense. It’s a 24-hour process. 
You go in at 11 in the morning and sing 
through your first round for every single 
a cappella group. Then you wait to hear 
for call backs, which you don’t hear until 
10 p.m. Then you go back and have your 
second round until 2 in the morning. 
What do you look for when you bring new 
members into the group?
Someone who can stay on pitch, someone 
who can blend in an arc—the formation 
we sing in—and learn music quickly, 
someone who can listen to everyone 
around them and make sure that they’re 
singing their part loud enough or soft 
enough or with the right vowel sounds. 
We also look for a good solo voice be-
cause we always need a soloist.
What are your responsibilities as musical 
director?
Running rehearsals, picking which music 
we’re going to do, assigning parts and 
making sure that the musical aspect of 
the group is top-notch.
How often does the group rehearse?
We rehearse three times a week, for two 
hours each.
Do the Dodecs have any traditions or rituals 
associated with their performances?
Before every performance, one designat-
ed member of the group gets down on one 
knee, everyone puts a hand in the middle, 
the president gives a speech and then we 
say “rah-rah.” 
What’s your favorite memory from the past 
four years with the Dodecs? 
One of my favorite nights is “Cabin,” one of 
our traditions at the end of each year. We 
do it during senior week and it’s a time for 
us to all be together. We cook around a fire, 
do a lot of singing and have speeches from 
the seniors. The Dodecs are like my family, 
so it’s nice to have that at the end of the 
year before the seniors go.
Is there any rivalry between campus 
a cappella groups?
Not really. We all hang out together, 
because we all met each other during 
auditions.                                     —James Napoli

Winter Sports

56
Years since the men’s basketball
team has played in a postseason 

game. With a 14-14 record, the squad 
was invited to play in the 32-team 
CollegeInsider.com tournament.

13
Wins this season for the women’s 

hockey team, which fell to Clarkson in
the quarterfinals of the Eastern Col-
lege Athletic Conference tournament

29
National ranking of the women’s 

tennis team as of late March

.500
Winning percentage of the women’s
basketball team, which had its best 
season since going 18-11 in 2008-09

17th
Finish by diver Brett Gillis ’16 

at the NCAA Division I Regional
Championship in Buffalo, 

New York

10
Number of Dartmouth skiers who were 

selected to take part in the NCAA
skiing championships in mid-March.

Among them: Patrick Caldwell ’17, who
won the national championship in the 

men’s 10k freestyle race in 25:09.1. 
“Those last few kilometers, I was really 
hurting,” he says. “But I made it down 

that last hill, so I was psyched.”
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