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How to Start a Political Party
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“The political process has moved beyond gridlock to complete paralysis,” writes Wheelan

in his book The Centrist Manifesto, which calls for a new, Centrist movement to stand up to
“counterproductive partisan posturing.” He already has a steering committee and an executive
director who've raised roughly $100,000, with hopes to empower more moderate and
ideologically coherent views by founding this new political organization. Here’s Wheelan’s

plan of action:

WRITE IT
ALL DOWN

“At some point it
became apparent to
me that | was a person
without a party, and
that there were a lot
of people like me. |
wrote the book to put
forward the Centrist
Party’s goals and show
how it can succeed.
There’s currently a
sense that things are
worse than ever before,
and it’s gotten to a
point that people are
willing to entertain
something new and
different.”

DEVELOP
CONNECTIONS

““You know this can
happen if you can
persuade people this
can happen,’ political
commentator Morton
Kondracke 60 told me.
We’re working to get
Silicon Valley folks to
step out and embrace
what we’re doing, get
current Republicans
and Democrats to de-
fect publicly and raise
a significant amount of
money to attract and
support credible candi-
dates. The hard thing is
that we need to do all
those things before we
can do any of them.”

BE ACTION-
ORIENTED

“The Centrist Party
pushes people to get
involved on Facebook
and our website, www.
thecentristmovement.
org—not to be
confused with www.
uscentrist.org, an inac-
tive group that still has
a web presence—where
they can join the party,
donate and volunteer.
We have organizers in
13 states. People need
to actively engage the
political process: Raise
money, run for office,
make phone calls, send
out books.”

THINK LIKE
PAUL TSONGAS ’62

“In 1992 Tsongas, a
Democrat, was the only
declared candidate
against George HW.
Bush when Bush had a
91-percent approval rat-
ing. He ran because he
foresaw that we were
in fiscal trouble, and

he was the messenger
who put these fiscal is-
sues on the horizon in a
way that made people
aware that something
had to change. What
Tsongas did was brave
and very inspirational.
‘l don’t have to win,

he once told me. I just
have to run a race that
my grandchildren will
be proud of.’ ”




