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“Alumni 
enthusiasm is one 

of Dartmouth’s 
strategic 

advantages.”

LOOK WHO’S TALKING
> NILA BHAKUNI, Director of Technology Transfer

—MARTY BARON, EXECUTIVE EDITOR, THE WASHINGTON POST

N E W S  A N D  N O T E S

New Events Replace 
Convocation
>>> The academic year began in Sep-
tember without the usual convoca-
tion ceremony and speaker. Instead,
a series of other events were held
that did not conflict with classes. On
the eve of the first day of classes all
freshmen lined up to meet President
Phil Hanlon ’77 in his office, where
they signed the following citizenship
pledge, which is part of the Moving
Dartmouth Forward plan introduced
earlier this year:

“As a member of the Dartmouth
community: I hold myself to the
highest standards of learning, teach-
ing, and scholarship. I will conduct
myself with integrity, in all matters.
As a citizen of this community, I
accept several responsibilities. I am
responsible for my own education.
I will uphold the Academic Honor
Principle. I will contribute to this
community and conduct myself, here
and in the wider world, in a manner
worthy of my education. I affirm that
in the Dartmouth community: We
learn together. We teach one another.
We create knowledge together. We
treat ourselves and each other with
dignity. We recognize that our diverse
backgrounds broaden our under-
standing of the world. We appreci-
ate that an honest and respectful
exchange of ideas—even conflicting
ones—strengthens our intellect and
makes for an inclusive community.”

Space Jam
>>> A new album commissioned by
the Neukom Institute features Dart-
mouth physicists Stephon Alexander
on saxophone and Marcelo Gleiser
reading his poetry. The Hidden Code
also features music by Paul D. Miller,
also known as DJ Spooky. His com-
positions are based on conversations
he held with several other Dartmouth
professors. “I think it’s a damn good
album,” says Alexander, who is
working on a book titled The Jazz of
Physics. The auditory experience is
available online for streaming.

People on the Move
>>> Maria Laskaris ’84, former dean
of admissions and financial aid, is
now a special assistant to the provost
for arts and innovation. Paul Sunde
will serve as interim dean....Virginia
Hazen, who spent 45 years working
for Dartmouth, has been succeeded
by Dino Koff as financial aid direc-
tor....Roger Demment has retired.
The former men’s hockey coach and
senior associate athletics director for
phys ed and recreation worked at the
College for 25 years.

p h o t o g r a p h  b y  JOHN SHERMAN

When people ask what you do, how do you 
explain it?
It depends on who’s asking. When I explain 
it to my 8-year-old, I talk about getting a 
hold on people’s ideas, protecting them and 
distributing them with a contract to make 
sure they get commercialized. What I do is 
an intersection of business, technology and 
law. Because each piece has its own language 
attached to it, I also act as a translator.

 How has your engineering background 
influenced your work in intellectual 

property transfer?
I’m always thinking about the 

problem statement, the con-
straints, how to go about 

solving the problem. When 
I started as an engineer I 
was working in optimiza-
tion and automation, so 

I’m very focused on doing 
things more efficiently. 

You say that working with 
innovators is a very rewarding 

aspect of the job. Who are some 
of your favorite success stories?

Joe BelBruno, a Dartmouth chemis-
try professor, was linked up with Jack 

O’Toole, Tu’14, through the office of en-
trepreneurship and technology transfer. 

They formed a company called Fresh-
Air, which has gone from a research 

group to a developer of unique air-sensor 
technology. Then there’s Dean Madden, 
a biochemistry professor who researches 

cystic fibrosis, whom we’ve connected with 
different funding sources. Knowing he’d like 
to stay in research rather than move to a 
company, we can try to help him license his 
technology.
Is this type of work ever contentious? 
There’s a certain discourse that can be pas-
sionate and loud, but my family prepared 
me for that. I’ve had conversations where 
someone will say, “this person is so full of 
himself ” or “this person is hard to deal with,” 
but I don’t even notice those things anymore. 
I’m thinking about what someone is saying 
and whether I agree with it.
What drew you to Dartmouth from Rice?
It was the opportunity to focus on creativity, 
startups and bold ideas. I looked on the Dart-
mouth webpage and saw that innovation was 
one of the four initiatives articulated by Phil 
Hanlon ’77 and I thought, “Wow, they’re re-
ally serious about this.” 

—Savannah Maher ’17

9 campus.indd   19 10/1/15   3:52 PM




