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“The 
federal role in 

education 
should be much 

less.”

LOOK WHO’S TALKING
> JASON SORENS, Libertarian activist and government lecturer 

B Y  T H E  N U M B E R S

Fifteen years ago you wrote an essay 
calling for 20,000 libertarians to move to 
a small state where they could promote 
libertarian policies. How did you envision 
your Free State Project working? 
I was 24. I didn’t know what to expect. I 
knew if we could get 20,000 people—about 
half of Libertarian Party members in the 
country at the time and, in the case of New 
Hampshire, about 1.5 percent of the popu-
lation—we would have enough people to 
expand civil liberties. I had no idea what 
that would look like in the flesh. 

Why did Free Staters favor New Hamp-
shire over Wyoming, which your mem-
bers also considered?
We liked the state’s unique mix of public 
policies. It’s fiscally conservative but so-
cially moderate, with a low tax burden and 
not a lot of restrictions on people’s private 
lives. I liked that it has a lot of universities 
and colleges where I might be able to work.

Are your students aware of the project? 
I don’t know how much they know coming 
into the classroom. I teach my classes in a 
very pluralistic way. I like to have lots of dif-
ferent viewpoints and robust discussions.

Now that you’ve met your goal of 20,000 
members who say they will move to New 
Hampshire, some of the roughly 2,000 
already here have been in the news: 
the “Robin Hooders” who feed parking 
meters in Keene, for example.
There are different factions. Some are 
more oriented toward civil disobedience, 
some toward electoral politics. Right now 
I think we have 15 Republicans and three 
Democrats in the legislature, but there’s a 
larger libertarian caucus: About 80 to 100 
legislators will vote a libertarian position 
85 percent of the time.

Where do you draw a line when it comes 
to civil disobedience?
You have to take into account the interests 
of others around you. Disobeying an unjust 
law is not necessarily wrong, but it can be 
wrong if you’re harming yourself or others. 
Not everything that should be legal is mor-
ally permissible. It’s important for people 
to support a moral ecology that promotes 
good decision-making.          —Lisa Furlong

Spring Sports

67
Low round of the year by golfer Jon 

Lazor ’19, who was named Ivy League 
Rookie of the Year. The team placed 

second in the Ivy championship.

14
Wins, against one loss, by women’s 

tennis doubles pair Taylor Ng ’17 and 
Kristina Mathis ’18 this season. With 
a top 25 national ranking, the duo 

qualified for the NCAA championships 
in late May. 

3
Big Green sailing teams that earned 
trips to nationals. For the first time 

since 2007, women’s, team and coed 
squads all qualified for the trip to  

San Diego.

5.13
Height, in meters, of jump by pole 

vaulter Max Cosculluela ’17, setting a 
new Dartmouth record

27
Wins for the softball team, which still 
wasn’t sufficient to get the team into 

the postseason. Princeton won 
the championship over Harvard in 

early May.

8
Consecutive Red Rolfe division titles 
won by the baseball team, a streak 

that ended this year when Dartmouth 
fell to Yale, 5-4, in the final game of 

the season CO
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To read an extended interview, visit the DAM website.


