it LOOK WHO'S TALKING

education JASON SORENS, Libertarian activist and government lecturer
should be much

less.”

Fifteen years ago you wrote an essay

: calling for 20,000 libertarians to move to
a small state where they could promote

: libertarian policies. How did you envision
your Free State Project working?

: ITwas 24. I didn’t know what to expect. I
knew if we could get 20,000 people—about
half of Libertarian Party members in the
country at the time and, in the case of New
: Hampshire, about 1.5 percent of the popu-
lation—we would have enough people to
expand civil liberties. I had no idea what
i that would look like in the flesh.

Why did Free Staters favor New Hamp-

: shire over Wyoming, which your mem-

: bers also considered?

We liked the state’s unique mix of public
policies. It’s fiscally conservative but so-
. cially moderate, with alow tax burden and
notalot of restrictions on people’s private
i lives.Iliked that it has alot of universities
and colleges where I might be able to work.

i Are your students aware of the project?

: Idon’tknow how much they know coming
i into the classroom. I teach my classes ina
very pluralistic way. I like to have lots of dif-
ferent viewpoints and robust discussions.

: Now that you’ve met your goal of 20,000
' members who say they will move to New
. Hampshire, some of the roughly 2,000

: already here have been in the news:

: the “Robin Hooders” who feed parking

: meters in Keene, for example.

i There are different factions. Some are
more oriented toward civil disobedience,
i some toward electoral politics. Right now
I think we have 15 Republicans and three
i Democrats in the legislature, but there’s a
larger libertarian caucus: About 80 to 100
legislators will vote a libertarian position
85 percent of the time.

: Where do you draw a line when it comes

: to civil disobedience?

You have to take into account the interests
: of others around you. Disobeying an unjust
law is not necessarily wrong, but it can be
wrong if you're harming yourself or others.
i Noteverything that should be legal is mor-
ally permissible. It’s important for people
to support a moral ecology that promotes
good decision-making. —Lisa Furlong

To read an extended interview, visit the DAM website.
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