
R E T R O S P E C T I V E

Can you match the Dartmouth Commencement speaker
with his or her quote?

1   “The most precious gold of all is to be found in those 
unchanging values that ultimately dwarf the outward 
signs of material success.”

2   “Do not be afraid to try and fail early in your life. We 
often stumble toward the things we will end up doing best.”

3  “In pursuit of passions, always be young.”

4  “We are facing a rapidly changing world, but since post- 
World War II the United States has lacked a clear sense of 
purpose and long-range objectives.”

5  “There are few things more liberating in this life than
having your worst fear realized.”

6   “Ditch the dream and be a doer, not a dreamer.”

7   “A career is something you choose. A vocation is some-  
 thing that summons you.”

8   “In human experience, to make a difference in one’s life is 
to be successful.”

ANSWERS:  1. D  2. C  3. H  4. A  5. G  6. B  7. F  8. E  

Nelson Rockefeller ’30 
Governor of New York 

1969

Shonda Rhimes ’91 
TV showrunner 

2014

Elizabeth Dole 
President of Red Cross 

1991

David Halberstam
Author
1996

Ellen Johnson Sirleaf
President of Liberia 

2008

David Brooks
New York Times
columnist, 2015

Tom Brokaw
Former TV news anchor

2005

Conan O’Brien
Comedian

2011

A. B. C. D. 

E. F. G. H. 
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Q U I Z

They Said It
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